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BRITAIN’S 
WORKERS 
DESERVE 
BETTER, RISHI

by Ceren Sagir 

TRADE unions united yesterday in 
their call for action to prevent devas-
tating mass unemployment following 
the coronavirus pandemic.

On the second and � nal day of the 
TUC Congress, the unions challenged 
the government to create decent jobs 
with fair pay that Britain needed to 
get escape recession and avoid the 
looming unemployment for at least 
tens of thousands of people.

Unison general secretary Dave 
Prentis told the Congress: “In hospi-
tals, care homes, nurseries, and coun-
cil departments, NHS sta� , refuse col-
lectors, teaching assistants, care sta�  
and other  public service workers have 

shown extraordinary courage, dedica-
tion and self-sacri� ce.  

“There are stories of heroes — but, 
sadly, of tragedies too. Of those who 
didn’t live long enough to [...] hear the 
clapping at twilight when a nation 
applauded its real stars.  

“Many workers missed the applause 
as they were too busy mopping hos-
pital � oors, feeding patients, holding 
the hands of those in their last hours 
or working through the night in the 
mortuary.”

He said that the country “can never 
go back to normal.”

“Normal meant a decade of pain 
and austerity, pay freezes and cuts,” 
Mr Prentis said.

Unite assistant general secretary Steve 
Turner said it was down to unions to 

inspire and mobilise members.
“Let’s not wake up on November 1 

wishing we had done more,” he said 
in reference to the ending of the fur-
lough scheme.  

CWU general secretary Dave 
Ward also called for unions to come 
together and mobilise so, united, they 
could push for a new deal for work-
ers in shared industrial and political 
demands and put together common 
bargaining agendas. 

GMB union’s David Flanagan said: 
“We must not repeat the mistakes of 
the last recession. 

“We must � ght against Tory attacks 
with all our power, but we must also 
make the case for a positive alternative.”

Creative workers’ union Equity dep-
uty general secretary Stephen Spence 

warned that simply reopening theatres 
was not enough, but when they reopen 
there would be opportunities for black, 
older and disadvantaged workers. 

Usdaw general secretary Paddy Lil-
lis spoke about how the key workers 
in supermarkets, supply chains, food-
processing centres and delivery driv-
ers were undervalued and demanded 
a new deal for workers.
“We are facing a massive crisis and 
we desperately need a recovery plan 
to get back on track,” he said.
Prospect union deputy general secre-
tary Sue Ferns emphasised the impor-
tance of building a green recovery for 
the climate and the economy and 
investment in skills to provide good 
quality jobs for young people who 
“desperately need them.”

Unions unite in TUC call for action as jobless � gures soar
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�QCOURTS

2 years’ jail 
for ‘naughty 
Tory’  sexual 
predator
by Our News Desk

FORMER Dover Tory MP Char-
lie Elphicke was described by 
a judge as a “sexual predator” 
who “told a pack of lies” as he 
was jailed yesterday for two 
years for sexually assaulting 
two women nearly a decade 
apart.

Mrs Justice Whipple sen-
tenced the disgraced 49-year-
old father-of-two to an immedi -
ate prison term for three counts 
of sexual assault after a month-
long trial which heard that 
trained lawyer Mr Elphicke had 
lied to police, senior Tories, and 
his wife.

Sentencing him at South-
wark Crown Court yesterday, 
the judge said: “You’re a sexual 
predator who used your success 
and respectability as a cover.

“You required both women 
to come to court and give evi-
dence about the assaults you 
had made on them. That was 
not easy for them and they dis -
played great courage.

She said “the gross breach 
of your position of power” 
meant an immediate custody 
sentence was required. He was 
also ordered to pay £35,000 in 
costs.

In a statement, the brazen 
Mr Elphicke said he would 
appeal against the conviction.

Prosecutor Eloise Marshall 
QC previously described Mr 
Elphicke as “an accomplished 
liar” and said witness testimo -
nies from the complainants 
were “almost identical” to each 
other, despite being from two 
women who did not know each 
other.

The court heard how the 
�rst o�ence took place when 

Mr Elphicke invited a woman 
in her early 30s to share a drink 
with him while his children 
were asleep and his wife was 
away in the summer of 2007.

The woman said Elphicke 
asked her about bondage and 
sex, then kissed her and groped 
her breast before chasing her 
around his home.

She told jurors: “He was say-
ing really bizarre things that 
are embarrassing, like: ‘I’m a 
naughty Tory.’

“He was trying to grope me 
and trying to grab my bum.”

The second complainant said 
Mr Elphicke also tried to kiss 
her and then groped her when 
they met for a drink in West-
minster in April 2016.

The victim said: “He had his 
mouth open, continually trying 
to kiss me.

“It was like a disgusting, 
slobbery mess.”

She said she spurned Mr 
Elphicke’s sexual advances, tell-
ing jurors she was physically 
repulsed by him. She said he 
assaulted her again the fol-
lowing month when he ran 
his hand up her thigh towards 
her groin.

Mr Elphicke had the party 
whip suspended in 2017 when 
allegations of sexual assault 
�rst emerged, but it was con-
troversially reinstated a year 
later for a crucial con�dence 
vote in then-prime minister 
Theresa May, then withdrawn 
again when the Crown Pros-
ecution Service announced its 
decision to charge him.

Last month, police arrested 
an unnamed Conservative for -
mer minister on suspicion of 
rape. He was released on bail 
until November.

news@peoples-press.com

�QWAR ON WANT MEETING

Unions urged to focus on climate justice
by Bethany Rielly

THE trade-union movement 
must move away from the 
ideology that GDP growth 
is bene�cial to society, the 
TUC heard yesterday. 

Speaking at a fringe meet -
ing on the case for a radical 
green new deal after Covid, 
author and Goldsmiths, Uni -
versity of London, lecturer 
at Jason Hickel argued that 
the pursuit of GDP (gross 
domestic product) is driv-
ing ecological breakdown. 

“The idea that we need 
more GDP growth to improve 
people’s lives and create jobs 
is a lie,” he said at the event, 
organised by War on Want.  

Mr Hickel explained that 
other countries have bet-
ter social indicators such 
as higher life expectancy 
and lower levels of poverty 
despite having a lower GDP 
than Britain because they 
invest more in public ser-
vices and share existing 
incomes more fairly. 

Instead of calling for 
new jobs through economic 
growth, trade unions should 
stand behind measures such 
as shortening the working 
week, he said. 

“Let’s get the trade unions 
to back away from the ideol -
ogy of growth and organise 
the economy not around 
accumulation and exploi -
tation but around human 

wellbeing and ecological 
sustainability.”

The event heard from 
speakers in the global south 
who voiced their vision of a 
“just transition” to a post-
Covid world that prioritises 
global and climate justice. 

Trade unionists high -
lighted how governments, 
instead of moving towards 
a more just world, are using 
Covid-19 to crack down on 
workers’ and human rights. 

Sri Lankan trade unionist 
Anton Marcus spoke about 
the plight of 500,000 gar -
ment workers in the coun -
try, 90 per cent of whom are 
women, who were left with-
out wages during the crisis. 

Mr Marcus stressed that 

the brands, not just the 
employers, must be held 
to account for the exploi -
tation of workers in the 
global south — and pay 
their wages. 

Joshua Mapha, a trade 
unionist in the Philippines, 
agreed that trade unions 
should adapt in order to 
�ght for environmental and 
social rights after Covid. 

He argued that trade 
unions in the Philippines 
should go “back to their 
roots” as social movements 
to “�ght beyond the bread-
and-butter issues.”

“We also need to �ght for 
structural changes in soci-
ety,” he said.

bethanyrielly@peoples-press.com

�QTORY ATTACK

Pledge to defend collective 
bargaining for �re & rescue
TRADE unions pledged yes -
terday to defend collective 
bargaining in the �re and 
rescue service following 
concerns that pay reviews 
could be imposed on work -
ers.

A motion passed at TUC 
Congress 2020 hit out at 
criticism of the Fire Bri -
gades Union (FBU), saying 
there is “no basis” for the 
“political attack” on collec -
tive bargaining in the �re 
and rescue service.

Fire�ghters and control 
sta� are currently repre -
sented in negotiations with 
employers, but a govern -
ment body recommended 
in January that a pay review 

body be imposed.
The TUC declared any 

moves by the government to 
rip up existing agreements 
“would damage industrial 
relations” and pledged sup -
port for the FBU’s campaign 
to maintain collective bar -
gaining.

FBU general secretary 
Matt Wrack said: “Each Tory 
attack on workers leads to 
lower wages and more dan -
gerous workplaces. 

“Today, the whole union 
movement is sending a mes -
sage to the government: col -
lective bargaining works 
— and we’ll stand together 
against any attempt to 
undermine it.”

�QFRONT PAGE

WORKERS DEMAND ACTION 
TO STOP MASS JOB LOSSES
FROM p1: The Congress took 
place as �gures by the O�ce 
for National Statistics (ONS) 
revealed the largest annual 
rise in unemployment for eight 
years, the largest fall in jobs 
on record for 18 to 24-year-olds, 
and sharp falls in employment 
across many industries.

TUC general secretary 
Frances O’Grady said the �g-
ures were “deeply worrying” 
and with state support coming 
to an end, the threat of mass 
unemployment was “very real.”

The government could cre -
ate 1.85 million jobs in two 
years by fast-tracking green 
infrastructure investment 
and unlocking 600,000 public-
sector vacancies, recent TUC 

analysis showed.
BAME workers have been 

asked to “shoulder more risk” 
during the pandemic, TUC 
analysis has also found.

Ms O’Grady said: “This crisis 
has to be a turning point. The 
government must challenge 
the systemic racism and ine -
quality that holds BAME peo -
ple back at work, and beyond.”

Scottish Labour leader Rich-
ard Leonard said: “This is a 
wake-up call for both the UK 
and Scottish governments.

“At Holyrood, the SNP must 
come out of denial. A quality 
jobs guarantee scheme can’t 
cut o� vital support from those 
who will need it the most.”

cerensagir@peoples-press.com

RAW CAPITALISM: 
Tenetehara 
indigenous 
tribesman Nemai 
Tembe from the 
Ka’Azar, or Forest 
Owners, rides 
through an area of 
trees felled by illegal 
loggers, as his group 
patrols its lands on 
the Alto Rio Guama 
reserve in Para state, 
near the city of 
Paragominas in 
Brazil. Three 
Tenetehara villages 
are patrolling to 
guard against illegal 
logging, gold mining, 
ranching, and 
farming as 
increasing 
encroachment and 
lax government 
enforcement during 
Covid-19 have forced 
the tribe to take 
matters into their 
own hands
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�QFRINGE MEETING

C-19 deaths linked to weak labour law
by Ben Chacko

THE “lamentable” state of 
workplace rights in Britain 
is directly responsible for 
the devastating impact of 
Covid-19, panellists warned 
at a TUC fringe meeting on 
Monday night.

Professor Keith Ewing 
told the Institute of 
Employment Rights/Cam -
paign for Trade Union 
Freedom meeting: “It is no 
coincidence that we have 
one of the worst health 
outcomes in the developed 
world and one of the most 
highly deregulated labour 
law systems.” 

He said that coronavirus 

had exposed the failure of 
government to guarantee 
secure incomes, safe work -
ing or even the inspection 
and enforcement of what 
rights do exist, leading to 
“wage theft on an industrial 
scale” in the Leicester gar -
ment industry which also 
became a virus hotspot.

Shadow employment 
rights secretary Andy 
McDonald said we should 
question Britain’s economic 
model, and whether the 
usual marks by which its 
success is judged really 
indicate “an economic 
structure that delivers 
good jobs, good homes, 
good lives for everyone?”

He called for “the repeal 

of pernicious trade union 
legislation, the embrace of 
electronic ballots and facil -
itation of true trade union 
access to workplaces.”

TUC senior policy o�cer 
Janet Williamson pointed 
to the super-exploitation 
of “key workers” who kept 
the country running at the 
height of lockdown. She 
charged: “80 per cent of key 
workers are paid less than 
£10 an hour, two-thirds are 
women. Black workers are 
literally dying on the job 
with signi�cantly higher 
mortality — in part due to 
poor working conditions.”

CWU general secretary 
Dave Ward said that before 
Covid “we knew that the 

economy was founded on 
insecure work, in-work 
poverty and sadly business 
leaders who never bring 
solutions to the table — 
but cut jobs, cut pay, cut 
services and prioritise 
dividends to their share -
holders.

But trade unions’ record 
of defending workers’ 
safety and jobs this year 
show they “don’t have to 
wait for legislation” to act, 
he said.

“If we can organise in sec -
tors of the economy where 
unions are strong, working 
together we can build that 
into a mass mobilisation of 
workers,” he said.

news@peoples-press.comREPEAL CALL: Shadow employment rights secretary Andy McDonald

�QRACISM

‘IT IS UP TO US, BLACK & WHITE, TO  
FIGHT INJUSTICE RACISM ENABLES’
by Niall Christie

TRADE unionists demanded 
action from the government 
to tackle racism throughout 
Britain yesterday, describing 
this discrimination as “one of 
the most potent public-health 
issues” we are facing this cen-
tury. 

Delegates at this year’s TUC 
Congress were told that they 
have a crucial role to play in 
defending the rights of black 
workers. 

The debate was held follow-
ing a number of high-pro�le 

deaths of people of colour 
worldwide, while BAME people 
face disproportionate e�ects of 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

Representatives from the 
Communication Workers 
Union (CWU), Unite, the Art-
ists’ Union England, GMB, 
PCS and others spoke of the 
importance of improving con -
ditions for black workers, call -
ing for employers to be held to 
account. 

Former TUC president and 
Unison o�cial Gloria Mills 
said: “We have demonstrated 
that we are on the front line, 
not just in �ghting to protect 

your interests, but we are actu -
ally �ghting and pushing back 
the boundaries in terms of pro -
tecting workers’ rights, equal-
ity and employment rights.”

Th e debate was held in sup-
port of a motion put forward 
by the TUC’s general council 
aimed at tackling racism, and 
calling for action from the gov -
ernment. 

These demands include the 
prompt implementation of all 
recommendations from the 
Windrush Lessons Learned 
review, the 2017 Lammy review 
of the criminal justice system, 
the government Race Dispar-

ity report and the McGregor 
Smith report.  Further changes, 
including greater rights for 
migrants, refugees and asylum-
seekers are also included. 

Daniel Kebede of the 
National Education Union said: 
“Our struggle is far from over 
and, as this crisis deepens, the 
powerful will try to make our 
people pay. Homeless, evictions, 
unemployment, all set to rise 
and the powerful will use rac-
ism to try to scapegoat their 
way out of it. 

“It is up to us as trade union -
ists, as white workers and black 
workers stood together, to be at 

the forefront of �ghting racism 
and every injustice that racism 
enables.” 

The TUC launched a task 
force yesterday aimed at com-
bating racism. It will be led 
by Dr Patrick Roach, general 
secretary of teaching union 
NASUWT. 

Dr Roach said: “The govern-
ment has seen the evidence, 
but nothing has been done. 
The government has made 
promises, but nothing has 
been done. Now it is time to 
do something ourselves: black 
lives matter.”

niallchristie@peoples-press.com 

Delegates told they have a crucial role to play in defending the rights of BAME workers, TUC launches task force

�QPANDEMIC

WORKERS must join 
forces across borders to 
�ght attacks on hard-
fought rights that are 
intensifying during the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
trade unionists heard 
yesterday. 

National Education 
Union (NEU) joint general 
secretary Kevin Court -
ney warned delegates at 
the TUC Congress that 
millions of vulnerable 
workers have already been 
plunged into destitution 
across the globe. 

Speaking in support of 
the general council’s state -
ment on “a global recovery 
for working people,” Mr 
Courtney said that the 
pandemic had revealed 
the �aws and exploitation 
in global markets and 
called for trade unions to 
be represented in interna -
tional trade talks.  

The TUC’s motion 
demanded a “new social 
contract between busi -
ness, governments and 
trade unions,” calling 
for unions to take a seat 
within the World Trade 
Organisation. 

Mr Courtney said: “We 
must demand co-ordi -
nated action from the 
international community 
to address these problems 
because only with massive 
international assistance 
will workers in the global 
south be able to get 
through.”

‘A global 
recovery  
for working 
people’

SPEAK-
ING OUT: 
NASUWT’s 
Patrick 
Roach and 
Gloria Mills 
of Unison
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Court rules against 
women over rise in 
state pension age
by Lamiat Sabin

A JUDGEMENT from the Court 
of Appeal yesterday over the 
raising of the state pension age 
for women born in the 1950s 
was described as “nothing short 
of a disaster.”

Nearly four million women 
have been a�ected by reforms 
introduced by successive gov-
ernments to ensure “pension 
age equalisation,” which have 
raised the state pension age for 
this group from 60 to 66.

The court ruled that the 
reforms were not discriminatory.

Unison assistant general sec-
retary Christina McAnea said: 
“For a generation of women, this 
is nothing short of a disaster.

“Raising the state pension 
age with next to no notice has 
had a calamitous e�ect on their 
retirement plans.

“Those on lower incomes 

have been left in dire straits, 
struggling to make ends meet 
with precious little support 
from the government.

“It’s now time MPs intervened 
to give them the �nancial help 
many so desperately need.”

The women a�ected by 
controversial changes to the 
state pension age said they are 
“actively looking” to escalate 
their case to the Supreme Court.

Julie Delve, 62, and Karen 
Glynn, 63 – supported by cam-
paign group BackTo60 – had 
brought an appeal after losing 
a landmark High Court �ght 
against the Department for 
Work and Pensions last year.

Ms Delve expected to receive 
her state pension at age 60 in 
2018, but as a result of the 
changes, she will not receive 
it until she is 66, in 2024. Ms 
Glynn expected to receive her 
state pension at age 60 in 2016, 
but will not receive it until she 

is 66 in 2022.
The women argued that rais -

ing their pension age unlaw -
fully discriminated against 
them on the grounds of age 
and sex, and that they were 
not given adequate notice of 
the changes.

But appeal judges Master of 
the Rolls Sir Terence Etherton, 
Lord Justice Underhill and Lady 
Justice Rose unanimously dis-
missed the claim.

They found that introduc -
ing the same state pension age 
for men and women did not 
amount to unlawful discrimi -
nation under EU or human 
rights laws.

A DWP spokesperson wel-
comed the ruling, adding: “Rais -
ing state pension age in line 
with life expectancy changes 
has been the policy of succes-
sive administrations over many 
years.”

lamiatsabin@peoples-press.com

�QJUSTICE FOR PALESTINE 

Israeli drone-part factory 
shut down for second day
by Bethany Rielly

ACTIVISTS have shut down an 
Israeli arms factory for a sec-
ond day after three arrests were 
made on Monday. 

Five protesters from the Pal-
estine Action network scaled 
the UAV Engines site in Shen-
stone, Sta�ordshire, in the 
early hours of Monday morn-
ing while three others locked 
onto the gates. 

The factory, owned by Israel’s 
largest private arms �rm Elbit 
Systems, makes parts for mili -
tary drones which campaigners 
claim are used by the Israeli 
army to bomb civilians in Gaza. 

To expose the factory’s poten-
tial role in bloodshed in Gaza, 
activists on the roof poured red 

paint down its walls. Damage 
has also been caused to the roof 
and windows smashed. 

Three activists at the gates 
were arrested on Monday after-
noon, according to the group, 
but the �ve on the roof main-
tained the occupation through -
out the night. 

Speaking from the roof, 
activist Huda Amori said the 
group will not come down 
unless removed by police.

“We want to stay here until 
the factory is shut down for 
good,” she told the Morning 
Star. 

Explaining the action, Ms 
Amori said: “Petitions and 
letters are not enough. The 
government is continuing to 
ignore campaigners and has 
been complicit in the occupa-

tion of Palestine for over 100 
years. 

“The only way we’re going to 
change anything is if we take 
it to the next level, by taking 
direct action to shut these fac-
tories down.”

Elbit Systems supplies 80 per 
cent of the Israeli army’s drones 
and markets its technology as 
“battle tested” having �rst been 
used on Palestinians. 

The TUC yesterday passed 
a motion condemning Israel’s 
planned annexation of the 
West Bank.

The Unite motion said the 
illegal expansion would mark 
“another signi�cant step in the 
creation of a system of apart-
heid” in the Middle Eastern 
country.

bethanyrielly@peoples-press.com

�QEXTRADITION

Trump wants Assange jailed, court told
US PRESIDENT Donald Trump 
wants to jail WikiLeaks 
founder Julian Assange and 
“keep him quiet,” an extradi -
tion hearing in London heard 
yesterday.

Lawyer Eric Lewis told the 
Old Bailey that the US Depart-
ment of Justice has become 
“highly politicised” and that 
Attorney General William 
Barr “sees himself as President 
Trump’s hand.”

Mr Lewis asserted: “WikiLe-
aks and Mr Assange pose a 

threat to the legitimacy of 
Trump’s [election] campaign, 
one that he is desperate to 
squash by diverting attention 
and imprisoning Mr Assange.”

He said there had been an 
“assault” on the Justice Depart-
ment since Mr Trump’s elec-
tion and “intense pressure” 
applied to prosecutors to indict 
Assange. 

Mr Lewis cited the 1,900 
prosecutors who signed a let-
ter calling for Mr Barr to resign 
in May because of his “assault 

on the rule of law.”
He characterised the 

attempted prosecution of  
Mr Assange as violating “an 
unbroken line of practice not 
to prosecute for the publication 
of leaked documents.”

Tom Durkin, who has 47 
years’ experience in US law, 
said: “I don’t believe [Assange] 
would get what I would call a 
fair trial in the United States.”

The extradition case at the 
Old Bailey is expected to con-
tinue for four weeks.

�QGRENFELL INQUIRY 

Cladding manager forgets �re lecture
GRENFELL’S cladding design 
manager “can’t remember 
anything” from a facade-�re 
lecture three years before the 
disaster.

Daniel Anketell-Jones told the 
Grenfell inquiry yesterday that 
he may have e�ectively ignored 
a comprehensive presentation on 
cladding �res during the October 
2014 event.

He said that the lecture was 
not technically part of his remit 

as a structural engineer.
Mr Anketell-Jones, formerly of 

Harley Facades, had been work-
ing on the west London high-rise 
project for several months at the 
time of the lecture.

Inquiry lawyer Kate Grange 
QC asked him about his attend-
ance at the conference, hosted 
by the Centre for Window and 
Cladding Technology.

The lecture outlined issues 
like methods of �ame spread, 

safety regulations and real-life 
examples of cladding �res.

Mr Anketell-Jones said: “I 
can’t remember seeing it. I think 
because I was focused on struc-
tural design at that point, that’s 
where my continued learning 
was focused.

“I think I might have been 
there and not concentrating, 
because it wasn’t what I was 
trained in and not part of my 
remit.”
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�QARMS TRADE

ACTIVISTS DEMAND 
END OF TEAR GAS 
SALES TO GREECE
by Bethany Rielly

THE government must imme-
diately halt tear gas sales 
to Greece after its “appall-
ing” use on refugee protest-
ers in Lesbos, campaigners 
demanded yesterday.

Anti-arms campaigners are 
calling on ministers to review 
whether British-made tear gas 
was used by Greek riot police 
on refugees demonstrating 
for safe passage off the island 
on Saturday. 

Twelve thousand asylum-
seekers have been sleeping on 
the streets for six days, with 
little food and water, after 
Europe’s largest refugee camp 
burnt to the ground last week. 

They have faced routine 
tear gas attacks from police, 
with distressing footage on 
Saturday showing indiscrimi-
nate use against families and 
children. 

The British government 
approved “open licences” 
to Greece in 2010 and 
2018, under which they are 
allowed to receive unlimited 

exports of tear gas. 
Although there are no 

details of where the tear gas 
used in recent attacks on 
refugees was made, CAAT 
claims British-made gas was 
used by Greek authorities on 
pro-democracy protesters in 
a previous incident in July.

CAAT’s Andrew Smith said: 
“The use of tear gas against 
refugees was appalling, and 
must be condemned in the 
strongest terms. 

“Tear gas has an indiscrimi-
nate impact, and can lead to 
serious injury and sometimes 
even death.  It has no legitimate 
role in policing or otherwise. 

“The Greek authorities 
have a long and shameful 
history of using tear gas 
against protesters. There 
must be a full investigation 
[into whether] UK-made tear 
gas has been used, and an 
immediate halt to all sales.”

Amnesty said there was “no 
way” the British government 
should continue supplying 
tear gas to Greece under the 
current circumstances. 

Amnesty’s military, secu-

rity and police programme 
director Oliver Feeley-
Sprague said: “It’s distressing 
to see tear gas fired at peace-
ful protesters, especially in 
an EU country so close to 
home and especially when 
those protesters are refugee 
families who have lost what 
little they had in the devas-
tating fires.

“The UK government must 
act quickly to prevent the 
possibility of further sup-
plies by cancelling all exist-
ing licenses and refusing any 
new requests to export tear 
gas to Greece.”

The call follows a simi-
lar demand by campaigners 
earlier this year to halt arms 
exports to the US over fears 
British-made weapons were 
being used to violently quell 
Black Lives Matter protests. 

Under arms licencing laws, 
weapons cannot be sold if 
they could be used for inter-
nal repression of civilians. 

The Department for Inter-
national Trade was contacted 
for comment.

bethanyrielly@peoples-press.com

‘INDISCRIMINATE’: Police using gas against refugees – including kids

�Q WESTMINSTER  

Hancock slammed over 
testing lack in C-19 hotspots
by Lamiat Sabin 
Parliamentary reporter

LABOUR took the govern-
ment to task yesterday over 
coronavirus hotspots in 
Britain being left with no 
available testing capacity.

Shadow health secretary 
Jonathan Ashworth, during 
an urgent question in the 
Commons, asked why there 
were no tests available in 10 
hotspots including Rochdale, 
Pendle and Bradford.

He said that last weekend 
in Bolton, which has the high-
est infection rate in Britain, a 
mobile testing centre failed to 
turn up, meanwhile hundreds 
of people in Bury queued for 
� ve hours for a test.

In Walsall, a father with his 
sick child travelled 76 miles to 

an appointment in Wales only 
to � nd tests had run out, Mr 
Ashworth added.

He said the need for an e�  -
cient test and trace system is 
imperative now schools have 
reopened, people have returned 
to workplaces and the number 
of new infections has exceeded 
3,000 a day for the � rst time 
since May.

Just as demand for testing 
is increasing, the ability to 
process tests is decreasing, Mr 
Ashworth said.

He asked why his govern-
ment counterpart Matt Han-
cock didn’t use the summer 
to “signi� cantly expand NHS 
lab capacity and � x contact 
tracing” by planning ahead to 
prevent lab-sta�  shortages.

He urged him to also answer 
why tests are being shipped to 
labs in Germany and Italy when 

the government promised a 
“world-beating system.”

Data shows that there is a 
backlog of 185,000 tests to be 
analysed. The weekly number 
released last Thursday shows 
that 65,709 test results were 
not returned by the end of the 
week. 

Care home residents are 
waiting an average of 83 hours 
for their test results, Mr Ash-
worth said.

PM Boris Johnson had prom-
ised a turnaround of 24 hours.

Mr Ashworth added: “The 
Secretary of State is losing 
control of this virus.”

In response, Mr Hancock 
said that the government is 
“working around the clock” to 
increase capacity, but admits 
that there are “operational 
challenges.”

lamiatsabin@peoples-press.com

�QHOLYROOD  

O�  cial: Salmond’s behaviour ‘bullying’
THE former permanent sec-
retary to the Scottish gov-
ernment has told MSPs that 
Alex Salmond could display 
“bullying and intimidatory” 
behaviour.

Peter Housden, once Scot-
land’s top civil servant, told 
a Holyrood inquiry inves-
tigating the government’s 
handling of harassment com-
plaints against the former 
� rst minister that, in his time 

in the role, he was aware of 
such acts by Mr Salmond.

Despite this, Mr Housden, 
who served between 2010 and 
2015, could not recall whether 
he raised these issues with 
current First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon, then Mr Salmond’s 
deputy. 

The committee is exam-
ining the investigation into 
complaints against the former 
SNP leader, who successfully 

proved that the probe had 
been unlawful and tainted 
by apparent bias, costing the 
public purse £500,000. 

Mr Housden had previously 
given written evidence to the 
committee, stating that dur-
ing his time as permanent 
secretary the expectation was 
that he “would manage” con-
cerns raised about ministers 
“without recourse to formal 
procedures.”

PIPE DOWN: Organ specialists Harrison and Harrison begin 

CLOSING DATE: Monday September 28

WE’RE HIRING
WEB ASSISTANT 

We are seeking a web assistant to join 
our busy production team.
Regular Sunday working is required as 
part of a � ve-day 35-hour week in order 
to cover the paper’s six publication days.
Wages start at circa £22,292 per annum 
subject to a probationary period. 
Holidays start at 28 days a year rising to 
30 days, plus bank holidays.
If you have the skills and you’re ready to 
take on a new challenge, email jobs@
peoples-press.com for an application 
pack.

Women and minority ethnic candidates 
are particularly encouraged to apply

The successful applicant will need…
A � air for the English language 
and for snappy, punchy 
presentation
Attention to detail
The ability to operate well as part 
of a small team and o� er new ideas
Experience of using social media 
to promote content
Experience with image-editing 
software such as Adobe 
Photoshop
An interest in labour movement 
and progressive issues
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�QPALESTINE 

Protesters vent 
fury over Bahrain 
recognising Israel
by Our Foreign Desk

PALESTINIANS and their allies 
protested against the normali -
sation of relations with Israel 
yesterday as Bahrain became 
the latest Arab nation to sign a 
peace deal with Tel Aviv.

The Palestinian National 
Leadership for Popular Resist-
ance said it would continue the 
struggle against the US’s so-
called deal of the century and 
to defeat “the agreements of 
shame and betrayal concluded 
by the rulers of the United Arab 
Emirates and Bahrain” with 
Israel.

Palestinian �ags were �own 
in cities, villages and refugee 
camps in a show of opposition 
to the deals, which were for-
mally signed in Washington 
yesterday.

Demonstrations also took 
place at the embassies and 
consulate buildings of Bahrain, 
Israel, the UAE, and the US.

A ceremony was held on the 
White House lawn attended by 
Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu marking the 
�rst time Arab nations have 
established relations with Israel 
since Egypt in 1979 and Jordan 
in 1994.

Details of the deal, known 

as the Abraham Agreements, 
are unclear. 

But a White House o�cial 
explained that it would be 
one common document with 
separate bilateral agreements 
between Israel and the two 
Arab countries.

The Palestinian-led interna-
tional Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions (BDS) campaign said 
in a statement: “Today’s White 
House photo-op won’t lead to 
peace or justice. It’s a cyni-
cal deal by corrupt, fanatical 
Israeli, Emirati, Bahraini and 
US rulers to sustain their bru-
tal repression and rights viola -
tions.”

It accused the leaders of 
Bahrain and UAE of “selling 
out the Palestinian people, 
ignoring their own citizens, for 
their belligerent and capitalist 
interests.”

The shameful deals “will 
only escalate apartheid Isra-
el’s ongoing land theft, ethnic 
cleansing, and siege of two mil -
lion Palestinians in the Gaza 
ghetto,” it said.

BDS called for “lawful, tar-
geted sanctions to stop Israel’s 
occupation and apartheid” 
and to “intensify pressure for 
a military embargo on apart-
heid Israel.”

international@peoples-press.com

�QGERMANY 

‘Terror plot’ 
by soldier 
prompts 
police raid 
POLICE in north-east Ger-
many raided premises linked 
to a soldier suspected of plan-
ning a far-right attack, state 
broadcaster ARD reported on 
Monday.

The soldier was stationed at 
a barracks in the town of Neu-
brandenburg.

Defence Ministry o�cials 
con�rmed that the suspect 
had been under investigation 
by German intelligence ser-
vices over suspected links to 
far-right extremist groups.

Last week, more than 250 
weapons and thousands of 
rounds of ammunition were 
found during a raid on a home 
south of Hamburg.

Police con�rmed that the 
man was believed to have been 
planning a right-wing terror 
attack “because of the circum -
stances” of the discovery.

Right-wing extremism is 
becoming an increasing cause 
for concern in Germany.

In July, the discovery of far-
right chat groups involving 
members of the German mili-
tary and security services was 
made public. Details of a plot 
to stage a violent uprising were 
reported in the New York Times 
after a year-long investigation.

Last year, a regional politi-
cian from Angela Merkel’s 
party was shot dead on his 
doorstep by two suspected far-
right extremists.

�QMEDITERRANEAN CRISIS

Malta and Italy turn 
deaf ear to refugee 
ship’s cries for help
by Ben Cowles

THE Maltese and Italian author-
ities have refused to evacuate 
two pregnant women and seven 
others with severe burns from 
a refugee rescue ship in the 
central Mediterranean as the 
weather worsens.

A doctor from medical char -
ity Emergency called both 
countries’ authorities on Sun -
day from the Open Arms, a res-
cue ship operated by a Spanish 
charity of the same name.

In a statement on Monday 
night, Emergency said that the 
nine people needed immediate 
hospital treatment and that the 
two pregnant women — one of 
whom is just 18 — were experi-
encing nausea and weakness.

“Meanwhile, the situation on 

board is increasingly complex,” 
Emergency’s statement said.

“Weather conditions are 
worsening, all the people on 
board are in a precarious physi-
cal and psychological condition. 
Indeed, all of them have stories 
of torture and abuse as well as 
the trauma of crossing the sea.

“It is urgent and necessary 
that European governments 
take action and allow our guests 
to reach a safe place where they 
can be treated. This is to guar-
antee the rights enshrined both 
in international conventions 
and democratic constitutions.”

The Open Arms is has 278 
people on board, including 
56 unaccompanied children, 
who were rescued last week in 
three missions, two of them in 
Malta’s search-and-rescue zone.

Yesterday was its seventh day 

waiting for a port of safety.
Oscar Camps, the NGO’s 

founder, condemned Malta yes-
terday for failing to protect the 
ship, its crew and the rescued 
refugees from the weather.

“Malta not only perverts 
international conventions 
and systematically violates 
maritime law but also aligns 
itself with a shameful complic -
ity with Libya in the failure to 
provide relief at sea: a criminal 
omission,” he wrote on Twitter.

Meanwhile, the EU-backed 
Libyan Coastguard returned 45 
people to the war-torn country 
on Monday night, the UN refu -
gee agency reported yesterday.

The survivors told the 
UNHCR that 22 others were 
missing, while the coastguard 
reportedly retrieved two bodies.

bencowles@peoples-press.com

HAVE YOUR SAY letters@peoples-press.com 
52 Beachy Rd, London E3 2NSWrite (up to 300 words) to...

MEXICO: Feminists spray foam in Mexico 
City on Monday as activists and crime 
victims who have been occupying the 
o�ces of the government’s Human Rights 
Commission celebrate an ‘anti-grito,’ the 
day before the ‘Grito de Dolores,’ Mexico’s 

annual shout of independence. 
The activists, who are demanding 

justice for victims of femicide, sexual 
assault, forced disappearances, and other 
violent crimes, say they will turn the 
o�ces into a refuge for victims.
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�QTURKEY 

MOURNERS BARRED 
FROM FUNERAL OF 
MURDERED KURD
by Steve Sweeney

TURKISH security forces 
blocked relatives and other 
mourners from attending the 
funeral of a Kurdish construc-
tion worker shot dead in a racist 
attack in the western province 
of Ayfon on Monday.

Scores of heavily armed sol-
diers surrounded the cemetery 
where the funeral of Ozkan 
Tokay took place preventing 
opposition politicians and jour -
nalists from entering.

Peoples’ Democratic Party 
(HDP) MP Murat Sarisac said 
that people born in the east-
ern, largely Kurdish province of 
Van were banned from attend -
ing the funeral by order of the 
mayor of Ayfon and the local 
police chief.

Mr Sarisac, who represents 
Van, warned of the “lynching” 
of the Kurdish people, saying 
the party would not allow rac-
ist attacks against Kurds to 
become normalised.

He said the government 

was responsible for Mr Tokay’s 
death because of its creation 
of a culture of impunity and 
“divisive discourses that are 
aggravating tensions in society 
with the aim of bringing about 
a Kurdish genocide.”

An HDP statement o�ered 
condolences to the family of 
Mr Tokay, who was shot dead 
by an unknown assailant at a 
building site after apparently 
intervening in a dispute over a 
complaint that dust was being 
created by the workers. Four 
others were injured in the 
attack, including Mr Tokay’s 
15-year-old brother.

The HDP warned that the 
ruling Justice and Develop-
ment Party, through its hostile 
domestic and foreign policy 
towards the Kurdish people, 
has created a culture of lynch -
ing in Turkish society.

“Racist attacks against the 
Kurds are also a result of the 
government’s policy of impu -
nity. We will follow the rac-
ist murder in Afyon. We will 
not allow it to become normal 

for those who commit racist 
attacks against Kurds to receive 
no punishment,” the statement 
said.

Attacks on Kurdish work-
ers have escalated recently, 
with Mr Tokay being killed 
just weeks after a group of 16 
people picking hazelnuts in the 
western city of Sakarya were 
assaulted by a racist mob.

In the same city, a 19-year-old 
man was shot dead last Octo-
ber for speaking in Kurdish to a 
friend and, in a separate attack, 
Kadir Sakci was shot dead for 
the same reason.

The Turkish state is keen to 
downplay accusations of racism.

Following the brutal mur-
der of Baris Cakan earlier this 
year for listening to Kurdish 
music in the capital Ankara, 
his family came under pres-
sure to change their initial 
statements that the stabbing 
was racially motivated, while 
the Interior Ministry claimed 
that such allegations were the 
work of “provocateurs.”

stevesweeney@peoples-press.com

WAVE OF HATE: Opposition accuses Ankara of encouraging lynching 

�QUGANDA 

Man arrested 
over foiled 
stunt with 
severed head
UGANDAN police are hold-
ing a man who tried to enter 
the parliament with the sev -
ered head of a child in a gift 
box on Monday.

A statement said the 
victim was a child aged 
between �ve and eight, but 
gave no more details.

It is believed that the head 
was intended to be delivered 
to the o�ce of parliamen-
tary speaker Rebecca Kad-
aga. Her o�ce declined to 
comment on the reports.

It comes as parliament 
debates a Bill that would pun -
ish the crime of human sac -
ri�ce with the death penalty.

The Criminal Investiga-
tions Department (CID) said 
that a 22-year-old named as 
Joseph Nuwashaba was being 
held over the incident.

A CID spokesman said that 
a child had been reported 
missing in Masaka, south-
west of the capital Kam-
pala, on Sunday. A headless 
body has been found in that  
district.

Police and watchdog 
groups said that children 
are frequently targeted in 
ritual killings in Uganda.

A police statement said 
that “the investigations are 
vigorously being undertaken 
to ensure that the perpetra -
tors are taken to court.”

�QZIMBABWE 

Mnangagwa jails dissidents en masse
by Our Foreign Desk

ZIMBABWEAN opposition sup-
porters have said the country 
is turning into a “giant prison” 
as the government of President 
Emmerson Mnangagwa inten-
si�es oppression in the face of 
mass protests.

The crackdown has seen the 
jailing of journalists and poli -
ticians on spurious charges, 
including Godfrey Kurauone, 
national youth organiser of the 
opposition Movement for Demo -
cratic Change (MDC), who was 
locked up for 42 days for sing-
ing a protest song at the funeral 
of a party member in July.

Internationally acclaimed 
author and �lm-maker Tsitsi 
Dangarembga spent a night 
in detention for standing by a 
Harare road while holding up a 
placard reading: “We want bet -
ter. Reform our institutions.”

Journalist Hopewell Chin’ono 
was jailed for six weeks before 
being released on bail. He faces 
charges of inciting violence for 
tweeting about an anti-govern -
ment protest.

Human rights groups allege 

that hundreds of government 
opponents are being detained 
and tortured for speaking out 
against Mr Mnangagwa’s gov-
ernment as anger grows over 
deepening poverty and his poor 
handling of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

ZimRights said that it had 
recorded 820 “human rights 
violations” such as arbitrary 
arrests, assaults by state agents, 
attacks on journalists, abduc-
tions, “gunshot assaults” and 

dog bites between the end of 
March, when lockdown meas-
ures were introduced, and 
August 9.

Zimbabwe Lawyers for 
Human Rights claimed that 
it has represented around 60 
people accused of insulting 
the president since he came 
to power in 2017, following the 
coup end the 37-year rule of his 
predecessor Robert Mugabe.

Mr Mnangagwa denied that 
there is a crisis in Zimbabwe, 

accusing the MDC of training 
overseas renegades “to come and 
cause mayhem and violence.”

But MDC leader Nelson 
Chamisa responded that the 
accusations were “part of tac-
tics to wipe us out.

“We are being treated like a 
banned organisation. We can’t 
even hold meetings without 
risking arrest,” he said, accus-
ing the government of creating 
“a giant prison for all of us.”

international@peoples-press.com

SHOW OF CONTEMPT: Palestinians burning pictures of US 
President Donald Trump, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, Bahrain’s King Hamad bin Isa al-Khalifa and and 
Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Zayed al-Nahyan 
during a protest in Gaza City yesterday against the United Arab 
Emirates and Bahraini normalisation agreement with Israel

NOT FOOLED: 
Activists protest 
in Harare at the 
use of anti-
coronavirus 
restrictions to 
suppress 
criticism of the 
government

�QGREECE

JOURNALISTS and photog-
raphers are being blocked 
by police from documenting 
the aftermath of a blaze that 
destroyed the Moria refugee 
camp on the Greek island of 
Lesbos, a press monitoring 
group said yesterday.

According to Mapping 
Media Freedom (MMF), 
police told the reporters 
that the restrictions were in 
place due to an unspeci�ed 
“military operation.”

They were also informed 
that they were prevented 
from accessing the area 
due to the risk of Covid-19 
as part of the camp had 
been in lockdown after an 
outbreak.

More than 12,000 refugees 
were forced to live on the 

side of the road without 
shelter after the �re on 
September 9 gutted the 
camp on the Greek island, 
which has been described as 
a “holding pen” for asylum-
seekers.

Some have since been 
rehoused in a temporary site 
in nearby Kare Tepe.

Photojournalists were 
reportedly ejected from both 
the camp and the nearby 
town of Mytilene on Monday 
without reason. Intermittent 
restrictions were applied 
again yesterday.

All journalists were 
barred from the area by 
police who gave no reason 
for the restrictions but said 
they were under orders “not 
to let press in.”

Journalists barred from 
�re-wrecked Moria camp 
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THERE is one law for them and one law for us. Consider 
the judgement made yesterday in the High Court.

Julie Delve and Karen Glynn appealed against a judge -
ment last year that found in favour of the government 
decision to increase their state pension age from 60 to 
65. Four million women are a�ected. For people whose 
main, even sole, retirement income is their state pension 
this �ve years of forced labour is a cruel o�ence against 
any sense of justice.

No matter, the Justices on the Bench of the High Court 
unanimously dismissed the appeal and found again in 
favour of the Department for Work and Pensions.

In their “reasoning” the judges said that introducing 
the same state pension age for men and women did not 
amount to unlawful discrimination. This naturally raises 
the question of what might these legal lore-masters — 
whose taxpayer-funded retirement incomes would keep 
any number of working-class women in luxury — decide 
if, in our ideal world, a socialist government might have 
reduced the state pension age for men instead of raising 
it for women.

It is a hypothetical question but we are inevitably drawn 
to the conclusion that a bench of upper-class law makers 
might, in this case decide that justice is best served by 
keeping men at work for that disputed �ve years.

The reasoning is a classic example of how the class 
outlook of judges leads them to conclusions which are 
manifestly unjust.

They said “in the light of the extensive evidence” put 
forward by the government, that they concurred with the 
High Court’s earlier conclusion that “it is impossible to 
say that the government’s decision to strike the balance 
where it did — between the need to put state pension 
provision on a sustainable footing and the recognition 
of the hardship that could result for those a�ected by 
the changes — was manifestly without reasonable foun -
dation.”

What is “reasonable” for a judge or a government min -
ister committed to austerity is manifestly “unreasonable” 
to a working woman who has paid national insurance 
contributions during a lifetime of work in anticipation 
of retirement at 60, who may not have alternative sources 
of income, may not have a job and typically may have 
care responsibilities.

A government decision that is not “manifestly without 
reasonable foundation” to a judge looking forward to 
a career-average pension based on a salary of between 
£89-262,000 looks distinctly unreasonable to the rest of 
us on median incomes of around £25,000 if we are lucky 
and a lot less if we are on the minimum wage.

A generation ago we were told that new technology 
and rising productivity mean we would have more time 
for leisure and a golden age of retirement. Such is the 
systemic crisis of capitalism that the price of rescuing 
the banks in 2008 means we work longer, earn less and 
our pensions are under threat.

It can be argued that this is not a fair comparison as 
judges work until 70. However, the job description — 
sitting in court for 189 days a year — is mostly indoors, 
involves little heavy lifting and doesn’t entail handling 
other people’s body �uids or dealing with their inconti -
nence problems. Working women who typically have a 
fragmentary employment history involving periods of 
part-time work will be cheered however by a Supreme 
Court ruling late last year in which four claimants who 
had worked both full-time and part-time should not have 
been denied their pensions.

The ruling means that a thousand workers will be 
entitled to back-payments and pensions worth £1 billion. 
The lucky group of workers are judges.

The High Court’s pensions 
ruling is an attack on 
working-class women

Star comment T
HE gas pipeline 
Nord Stream 2 is 
stuck; one end near 
Vyborg in Russia, 
the other, after a 

thousand kilometres, under 
swirling Baltic Sea waters, 
stalled only 164km short of its 
safe goal, Sassnitz in eastern 
Germany.

Donald Trump o�ered his 
customary words of wisdom; 
blustering threats if Germany 
favours pipelines over ever 
greater military build-up. His 
buddies, far-right senators Ted 
Cruz, Tom Cotton, and Ron 
Johnson, warned little Sassnitz, 
population 9,186, of “crushing 
economic and legal sanctions” 
if it lets the pipeline land there.

Some German business and 
political leaders were outraged 
at this crude interference and 
consider it far wiser to do busi -
ness with Russia, selling it cars, 
chemicals, machinery, and 
farm products, than kowtow-
ing to arms manufacturers and 
other war hawks on both sides 
of the Atlantic.

This at a time when, with 
more and more weapons along 
Russian borders, one little false 
move, a manoeuvre missile 
accidentally �red a bit too far 
eastward, a �ghter pilot brie�y 
losing his bearings, a misunder -
stood message, could unleash 
a world –destroying nuclear 
war. Like 1962 but at far closer 
range.

For Angela Merkel’s govern-
ment, it was two wheels on and 
two o�. Then came Belarus. 
And then a poisoned Alexei 
Navalny.

Both provided the hate-
Russia crowd with exactly 
what they yearned for, to push 
things their way and counter-
act the wishes of a majority 
of Germans who want to stay 
peaceful.

Yet both issues were far from 
being so very clear-cut. As the 
keen analyst and one-time Brit -
ish ambassador Craig Murray 
wrote:

“I have no di�culty at all 
with the notion that a power -
ful oligarch or an organ of the 
Russian state may have tried to 
assassinate Navalny… What I 
do have di�culty with is the 
notion that if Putin, or other 
very powerful Russian actors, 
wanted Navalny dead, and had 
attacked him while he was in 
Siberia, he would not be alive 

in Germany today... One thing 
we know about ‘Novichok’ for 
sure is that it appears not to be 
very good at assassination… If 
the Russian secret services had 
poisoned Navalny at the airport 
before takeo� as alleged, why 
would they not insist the plane 
stick to its original �ight plan 
and let him die on the plane?

“Next, we are supposed to 
believe that the Russian state, 
having poisoned Navalny, was 
not able to contrive his death 
in the intensive care unit of a 
Russian state hospital… If Putin 
wanted him dead, he would 
be dead… There are a whole 
stream of utterly unbelievable 
points there… Personally I do 
not buy a single one of them, 
but then I am a notorious Rus-
sophile traitor.”

Nor is the Belarus uprising 
as clear-cut as European lead-
ers and op-ed writers quickly 
decided. It is obvious that 
Lukashenko’s 80 per cent elec-
tion victory was a poor joke; 
it seems evident that many or 
most people there want to get 
rid of him after 26 years, for a 
wide variety of reasons.

But the outside support 
given the protests is steeped in 
hypocrisy. When Lukashenko 
seemed to be leaning westward 
the invective softened; there 
was actually a sudden increase 
of trust in Lukashenko, as in 
2010, when the Polish and Ger-

man foreign ministers and the 
Lithuanian president met both 
him and the opposition and 
found that he might even be 
won over — and was supported 
by a majority of his citizens.

Just last February Secretary 
of State Michael Pompeo vis-
ited Lukashenko and told him 
temptingly:

“Our energy producers are 
ready to deliver 100 per cent 
of the oil you need at competi-
tive prices. We are the biggest 
energy producer in the world 
and all you have to do is call 
us...

“The US wants to help Bela-
rus build its own sovereign 
country… Inspired by what I 
saw at Hi-Tech Park (in Minsk); 
a great example of how Bela-
rus can seize its extraordinary 
growth potential by embracing 
forward-looking economic poli -
cies and smart regulation. It’s 
clear how impactful American 
investment can foster prosper -
ity across the globe.”

Pompeo o�ered prosper-
ity. Was he really thinking 
of power, not just fuel-based 
but strategic? Lukashenko has 
indeed maintained a merci-
less, tight grip. But Belarus is 
the only ex-Soviet republic to 
maintain public ownership of 
much of industry, instead of 
oligarch control, and permits 
no giant private landowners. Is 
hope for good pickings behind 

Western support for the cur-
rent uprising?

As for noble words; nasty as 
arrests and beatings in Minsk 
certainly are, they cannot com -
pare with those of brutal cops 
elsewhere, often aiming mis-
siles at heads, eyes, and hands 
— in Chile, Ecuador, Iraq, 
France (against the yellow vests) 
and the new buddy, Bahrain, or 
for that matter in Baltimore, 
Minneapolis, or Staten Island. 
Are jail beatings in Belarus 
worse than in Riyadh or Abu 
Ghraib — or CIA “black sites,” 
with tortures worse than those 

Germany’s tug-o
forces for peace a
The US is raging that Europe’s leader might deepen t
so Russophobia over Belarus is once again raging to
continue to bristle towards the East and embrace N
left have a di�erent path open, asks VICTOR GROS

“
Are jail beatings 
in Belarus worse 
than in Riyadh 
or Abu Ghraib or 
CIA “black sites,” 
with tortures 
worse than 
those of the 
Inquisition?
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g-of-war between 
ce and militarists

W
A S H I N G -
TON, DC — 
Just when 
you thought 
t h i n g s 

couldn’t get any wackier, we 
get the return of Michele Bach -
mann.

The Minnesota Tea Party 
Republican, who served in 
Congress between 2006-2015 
and brie�y ran for president, 
likes to extol the virtues of 
“American exceptionalism,” 
and claims the US is “the indis -
pensable nation of the world.”

A self-styled evangelical 
Christian, Bachmann is now 
painting a rather di�erent 
vision: the prospect of the 
country being run by transgen -
der black Marxists.

Bachmann told a televan-
gelist news show, which aired 
on September 1, that the Black 
Lives Matter movement con-
sists of “transgender Marxists, 
transgender black Marxists 
who are seeking the overthrow 
of the United States and the 
dissolution of the traditional 
family.”

Not to be outdone, Pat Rob-
ertson, a bizarre televangelist 
himself, but apparently deter-
mined to give women a fair 
shake, quickly pronounced that 
Black Lives Matter would also 
lead to a “lesbian, anti-family, 
anti-capitalist Marxist revolu -
tion.”

The irony that Bachmann co-
owns a mental health care prac-
tice with her husband could not 
escape notice as she uttered one 
of the crazier conspiracy theo -
ries currently in circulation on 

the right.
Or maybe, unwittingly, 

she and Robertson had 
just envisioned a new US 
utopia.

After all, what could be 
better than a government 
led by anti-capitalist 
lesbians? Or especially 
by transgender black 
Marxists?

Wherever they may 
be lurking in numbers 
su�cient for such a 

coup, transgender black 
Marxists truly under-

stand discrimination. 
They are discriminated 

against in triplicate — for 
their gender, their politics 

and the colour of their 
skin.

They know 
that compassion 
is essential for a 
fair and just soci-
ety. They are anti-
racist and support 
acceptance and 
equal rights for our 
LGBT community.

They oppose an 
economic system 
based on inequal-
ity, believe in 
unions, condemn 
the exploitation 
of working people 

and want fair wages and an end 
to capitalist control of pro�t. 

They envisage a world 
community, not one riven by 
boundaries and con�ict. They 
want people to be accepted 
for who they are, what they 
believe, who they love and what 
they look like.

The fear-mongering Bach-
mann has no idea what it is 
to walk in the shoes of a black 
transgender person, Marxist or 
otherwise. Black transgender 
women are victims of height-
ened violence in the US.

However, in the US there 
is as yet “no formal data col-
lection e�ort that can be 
used to describe the nature,  
frequency, or extent of 
transgender homicides,” 
according to a paper in the 
American Journal of Public 
Health. Most calculations rely 
on reporting by non-pro�t 
groups advocating on behalf 
of the LGBT community.

However, in that same paper, 
the researchers concluded that 
while transgender people over -
all may not be at greater risk 
of being murdered than the 
rest of the population, “young 
transgender women of colour 
almost certainly face a higher 
chance of being murdered.”

According to the US-based 
Human Rights Campaign, at 
least 22 transgender and gen-
der non-conforming people — 
almost all Black transgender 
women — were killed in the 
US in 2019. 

In June 2019, during her 
presidential campaign, Sena-
tor Elizabeth Warren, tweeted: 
“The murder of black trans 
women is a crisis. We’ll �ght 
this, and we will continue to 
say their names.”

Bachmann claims to belong 
to the White House “faith advi -
sory group,” which appears to 
be a �gment of her vivid imagi -
nation. So, possibly, is her faith, 
as it is hard to discern a truly 
Christian sentiment amidst all 
her volatile hate speech.

 �QLinda Pentz Gunter is a writer 
based in Takoma Park, Maryland, 
just outside Washington, DC.

Black Lives Matter accused 
of heralding a ‘lesbian, 
anti-family, Marxist,
anti-capitalist revolution’
The right-wing evangelical political �gure 
Michelle Bachman’s outburst accidentally 
summoned a utopian vision for the US, 
reports LINDA PENTZ GUNTER

of the Inquisition? All are hor -
rible but denouncing some and 
downplaying or ignoring others 
is pure hypocrisy.

Most important of all, per-
haps; while Kharkov in Ukraine 
is about 400 miles from Mos-
cow, Vitebsk in Belarus is less 
than 300, not much farther 
than New York to Washing-
ton. And the US Army and Ray-
theon are working on a new 
Long Range Precision missile 
which can hit targets at least 
310 miles away.

Ups and downs in Germany 
are less dramatic than in Minsk 
or the US, now su�ering under 
the corona pandemic, terrify-
ing forest �res, and worrisome 
election-fever, with an outcome 
far from certain — and possibly 
even leading to armed violence.

But Germany, too, could veer 
left or right, when countless 
jobs are gone, small businesses 
vanish, evictions multiply. 
Some omens foreshadow grave 
di�erences. Can humane pres -
sures force the government to 
accept more than a few token 
planeloads with 400 child refu -
gees from the miserable, burnt-
down camp on Lesbos, where 
13,000 refugees lost even their 
miserable tents and shanties? 
Most �ed Afghanistan, Iraq, or 
Syria where foreign warriors 
destroyed their homes and 
livelihoods.

And then came pandemic 
deniers. In German cities, a 
renamed “Querdenken711” 
movement has been gather-
ing crowds. ”Querdenken” — 
“crosswise thinking,” reject -
ing both left and right; it is 

for “self-determination” and 
“love” — and strictly against 
face masks, social distancing, 
or even the existence of a pan-
demic.

Its mysterious, hitherto 
unknown leaders o�er no other 
programme. Many of those 
marching and �lling squares 
simply oppose a world-wide 
Bill Gates “compulsory vaccine 
plot,” all vaccinations, or the 
current “conspiracy govern -
ment.”

A few are non-party “super-
leftists.” Much more conspicu -
ous are far-right Alternative 
for Germany (AfD) members 
and groups with fascist tat-
toos and �ags; a mob of them 
even stormed the Bundestag 
building, whose doors were 
defended (peculiarly) by only 
three cops. Will this movement 
fade — or grow?

And what will follow the 
uneasy coalition between Mer -
kel’s Christian Democrats and 
the Social Democrats after next 
year’s elections? The Social 
Democrat chosen to lead the 
campaign against whoever suc-
ceeds Merkel — still an ongoing 
rivalry — is Olaf Scholz, now 
Vice-Chancellor and Finance 
Minister.

Poor Olaf was hit by a scan-
dal about a phony software 
giant whose crooked organ-
iser is missing (as are 1.9 bil-
lion euros), all of which he 
somehow failed to notice — 
or to deal with. And now he 
faces another scandal. While 
the mayor of Hamburg seems 
to have helped save the big 
Warburg bank from paying 
millions in back taxes — and 
later lied about his secret meet -
ings with its boss.

And Germany’s left party, 
Die Linke?

With a key congress due at 
the end of October it is fac-
ing a key issue. If it becomes 
possible to form a coalition 
government with the SPD 

and the Greens (current polls 
don’t make that possible, but 
they could change), should 
Die Linke weaken or drop its 
basic demands to oppose Nato 
or sending any Bundeswehr sol-
diers to �ght in foreign arenas?

That’s a condition set by 
the war-willing Social Demo-
crats and Greens. It could thus 
achieve a few coalition cabinet 
seats, always the dream of 
some. Or should it stick to its 
position: no cabinet seats but 
still remaining the only “party 
of peace” in the Bundestag?

This question will a�ect 
the choice of new Die Linke 
leaders; the current co-chairs, 
after two terms, are stepping 
down. Two are already in the 
running. One, from the party’s 
“pragmatic wing,” is a leader in 
the Die Linke-Social Democrat-
Green government in East Ger-
man Thuringia. The other has 
led Die Linke quite successfully 
in opposition to the West Ger-
man state of Hesse.

She is from the militant 
wing of the party. Others may 
also run, but at present, it looks 
possible that these two may 
join in a balanced slate which 
would make Die Linke the �rst 
party with two women in top 
leadership.

If the two remain friendly it 
could also succeed in keeping 
both sides of the party — not 
only geographically — in one 
piece, safe from the threaten-
ing waters swirling beneath 
them. Like those ferrymen 
long ago, more working-class 
muscles, politically speaking, 
might also help the divided 
party to move and grow. It will 
be needed.

 �QVictor Grossman �ed in the US 
in the 1950s for the German Demo-
cratic Republic — his experiences 
are relayed in A Socialist Defector: 
From Harvard to Karl-Marx-Allee. 
Today he works as a journalist in 
Berlin.

n ties with Russia, 
g too. Will Germany 
e Nato, or does the 

OSSMAN

BACK IN THE COCKPIT: Germany 
has been recently practicing 
military exercises with Denmark

BOGEY MAN: 
Lukashenko’s 
(left) disputed 
election in 
Belarus has 
provided fuel 
for Germany’s 
anti-Russia 
politicking
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WEATHER OUTLOOK Fighting Fund with Keith Stoddart

IT’S been slow for the Fund in 
recent days, but things bright-
ened up a bit yesterday with the 
arrival of £702, taking Septem-
ber’s total to £7,968. Thanks are 
due to the 25 of you who got us 
moving again.

A friend of the paper phoned 
in to check that his £50 had 
arrived, before going out to see 
“the Queen � ying past.” I’d pay 
money to see that, thought I, 

forgetting that yesterday was 
Battle of Britain Day, marking 
a turning point in World War II. 

While it is, of course, cor-
rect to salute those who par-
ticipated, it’s also interesting 
to look at how British a battle 
it was. It’s recorded that 2,937 
aircrew took part, but it’s some-
times forgotten that they came 
from 14 nations and not always 
the ones you’d expect. Many 

were from the “empire” – Can-
ada, Australia, Jamaica, Barba-
dos, southern Africa and little 
New Zealand, which, with 127 
personnel serving, made the 
largest “colonial” contribution. 
Add to them those who had � ed 
occupied Europe – the Belgians, 
French, Czechs and Poles – and, 
perhaps surprisingly, US and 
Irish citizens, and it seems a 
bit less “British” and more of an 

international anti-fascist � ght. 
Without such support, Britain 
might have succumbed.

No doubt the ruling class 
would have adapted and got 
down to business with our new 
overlords. After all. the Daily 
Mail supported Mosley’s fas-
cists,  while our paper defended 
the Cable Street resistance.

Our position hasn’t changed; 
has theirs? Stay safe all.

TODAY

Cloud with a little light 
rain or drizzle moving 
southwards across 
Scotland and northern 
and eastern England, 
where it will feel much 
cooler. Warm sunshine 
in southern and western 
parts.

NEXT FEW DAYS

Largely � ne and dry 
with plenty of sunshine. 
Cloudier in the north on 
Friday with some rain 
at times. Feeling cooler 
than earlier in the week, 
but still warm in the 
south.

YOU’VE RAISED:

£7,968

14
days left

WE NEED:

£10,032

QUIZMASTER with William Sitwell

TODAY’S QUESTIONS

YESTERDAY’S ANSWERS
1. Which tables have cushions?  Snooker or 
billiard tables

2. In which Gilbert and Sullivan operetta 
does a character greet his ‘gallant crew’?

HMS Pinafore (Capt Corcoran, above right)

3. What is the name of a Spanish pork 
sausage � avoured with red peppers?
Chorizo

1 What is the British equivalent 
of the Romanian leu?

2 When Granada and Valencia 
are not Spanish cities, what 
are they?

3 Which breed of horse is still 
sometimes used to pull 
brewers’ drays?

Solution tomorrow…

DAILY SUDOKU (hard)

AN OLDIE but goodie, 2011’s 
Natural World Special: My Life 
as a Turkey (3.20pm BBC2) tells 
the tale of biologist Joe Hutto, 
who raised 13 endangered wild 
turkeys from eggs to the day 
they left home.

Told in dramatised form, 
with an actor recreating scenes 
of Joe’s life as a turkey mum, 
the  documentary shows him 
walking his brood deep in the 
Florida everglades, learning 
to speak their language and 
beginning to see the world 
through turkey eyes. It’s emo-
tional stu� .

More telly: Tour de France 
Highlights  (7pm ITV4), stage 
17, up an Alp or two; Des (9pm 
ITV), last episode of the true-
crime drama about serial killer 
Dennis Nilsen, with David 
Tennant; Harlots  (9pm BBC2), 
“cunny for coin?” The Evacuees 
(10pm BBC4), two young Jewish 

boys are billeted in Blackpool 
during the early days of World 
War II in Jack Rosenthal’s 
semi-autobiographical drama 
directed by Alan Parker 
from 1975; Art of Scandinavia 
(11.55pm BBC4), Sweden: home 
of outstanding furniture design 
— and Ikea.

Films on TV: How to Marry a 
Millionaire  (7.05pm Sony Mov-
ies Classic), sparkling 1953 com-
edy with Betty Grable, Marilyn 
Monroe and Lauren Bacall; 
Kingsman: the Secret Service
(9pm Film4), 2015 action-spy-
comedy with Taron Egerton as 
the raw recruit, Colin Firth as 
his mentor and Samuel L Jack-
son the baddie; Tender Mercies 
(10pm Talking Pictures), 1982 
drama with Robert Duvall as 
a recovering alcoholic country 
singer. Is there any other kind? 
Sunday, Bloody Sunday (11.15pm 
Sony Movies Classic), 1971 John 

Schlesinger drama in which 
divorcee Glenda Jackson and 
Jewish doctor Peter Finch both 
fall for young designer Murray 
Head; 21 Grams (11.25pm Sony 
Movies), 2003 US crime drama 
with Sean Penn, Naomi Watts, 
Charlotte Gainsbourg, Danny 
Huston and Benicio Del Toro.

Radio: Composer of the Week: 
Pachelbel (noon Radio 3), his 
Canon and Gigue in D reap-
pears in odd company — The 
Farm and Coolio; No Longer at 
Ease (12.04pm Radio 4), seri-
alisation of Chinua Achebe’s 
Nigeria-set 1960 novel; Think-
ing Allowed (4pm Radio 4), 
Laurie Taylor asks why char-
ismatic leaders have assumed 
such signi� cance in our era 
and explores the downside of 
measuring productivity; The 
Folk Show (9pm Radio 2), a chat 
with Gillian Welch and David 
Rawlings.

TV & radio preview with Neil Jenkin

How a biologist earned a feather in his 
cap by taking turkeys under his wing

Yesterday’s sudoku

Alamet’s 
Crosswords are 

� endish fun on 
Saturday

Sort code 08-90-33, 
account 50505115, name PPFF

Give by BACS...
morningstaronline.co.uk/
page/support-us

online...
9am - 4pm 
0778 0220 391 

by phone...
Cheques to PPFF, 52 Beachy 
Rd, Bow, London E3 2NS

...or by post
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O
N September 2, 
the Israeli govern-
ment approved 
a proposal that 
allows the mili -

tary to inde�nitely withhold 
the bodies of Palestinians who 
have been killed by the Israeli 
army. The proposal was made 
by the country’s Defence Min-
ister Benny Gantz. 

Gantz is the main political 
rival of Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu. He also serves 
the role of the “alternate prime 
minister.” If Netanyahu does 
not renege on the coalition gov -
ernment agreement he signed 
with Gantz’s Blue and White 
Party last April, Gantz will take 
the helm of Israel’s leadership, 
starting in November 2021. 

Since his o�cial induction 
to the tumultuous world of 
Israeli politics, Gantz, suppos-
edly a centrist, has adopted 
hawkish stances against Pal-
estinians, especially those in 
Gaza. This way, he hopes to 
widen his appeal to Israeli vot -
ers, the majority of whom have 
migrated en-masse to the right. 

But Gantz’s latest “achieve-
ment,” that of denying dead Pal -
estinians a proper burial, is not 
entirely a novel idea. In fact, in 
Israel, bargaining with corpses 
has been the modus operandi 
for decades. 

According to the defence 
minister’s logic, the with-
holding of bodies will serve 
as a “deterrent against terror 
attacks.” However, judging by 
the fact that the practice has 
been in use for many years, 
there is no proof that Pales-
tinians were ever discouraged 
from resisting Israel’s military 
occupation due to such strate-
gies. 

The new policy, according 
to Israeli o�cials, is di�erent 
from the previous practices. 
While in the past, Israel has 
only kept the bodies of alleged 
“Palestinian attackers” who 
belonged to “terror groups” 
the latest decision by the Israeli 
government would extend the 
rule to apply to all Palestinians, 
even those who have no politi -
cal a�liations. 

Aside from Gantz’s attempt 
at shoring up his hawkish 
credentials, the military man-
turned politician wants to 
improve his chances in the on 
and o�, indirect negotiations 
between Israel and Palestinian 
groups in Gaza. Israel believes 
that there are four soldiers 
who are currently being held 
in Gaza, including the bodies 
of two soldiers who were killed 
during the devastating Israeli 
war on the besieged Strip in 
July 2014. Hamas has main-
tained that two of the four 
soldiers — Hadar Goldin and 
Shaul Aaron — are, in fact, still 
alive and in custody. 

For years, low-level talks 
between Hamas and Israel 
have aimed at securing a deal 
that would see an unspeci�ed 
number of Palestinian prison-
ers freed in exchange for the 
detained Israelis. By withhold -
ing yet more Palestinian bodies, 
Tel Aviv hopes to strengthen its 
position in future talks. 

The reality, however, is quite 
di�erent. The Israeli army has 

not been returning the bodies 
of Palestinians who are accused 
of attacking Israeli soldiers for 
months, which includes all Pal -
estinians, regardless of their 
purported political a�liations. 

Undoubtedly, withholding 
corpses as a political strategy 
is illegal under international 
law. Article 130 of the Fourth 
Geneva Convention clearly 
states that persons who are 
killed during armed con�icts 
should be “honourably bur-
ied … according to the rites 
of the religion to which they 
belonged.”

The Israeli Supreme Court, 
however, which quite often 
rules contrary to international 
law, resolved on September 9 
2019 — exactly one year before 
the Israeli cabinet’s decision — 
that the army has the right to 
continue with the practice of 
withholding the bodies of dead 
Palestinians. 

While Israel is not the �rst 
country to use the dead as a 
bargaining chip, the practice 
in Israel has lasted as long as 
the con�ict itself, and has been 
utilised in myriad ways with 
the intention of humiliating, 

collectively punishing and bar -
gaining with Palestinians. 

During Argentina’s Dirty 
War (1976-1983), tens of thou-
sands of Argentinians disap-
peared. Students, intellectuals, 
trade unionists and thousands 
of other dissidents were killed 
by the country’s regime in an 
unprecedented genocide. The 
bodies of most of these victims 
were never recovered. However, 
the practice largely ceased fol-
lowing the collapse of the mili -
tary junta in 1983. 

Similar ordeals have been 
in�icted by other countries 
in many parts of the world. In 
Israel however, the practice is 
not linked to a speci�c military 
regime or a particular leader. 
The “desaparecidos” of Pales-
tine span several generations.

To this day, Israel maintains 
what is known as the “cemeter -
ies of numbers.” Salwa Ham-
mad, a coordinator for the 
Palestinian National Campaign 
to Retrieve Martyrs, estimates 
that there are six such cemeter -
ies in Israel, although Israeli 
authorities refuse to divulge 
more details regarding the 
nature of these cemeteries, or 

exactly how many Palestinian 
bodies are buried there. 

The Jerusalem Legal Aid and 
Human Rights Centre estimates 
that 255 Palestinian bodies are 
buried in these cemeteries, 52 
of them being “detained” there 
by Israeli authorities since 2016. 

In the “cemeteries of num-
bers,” Palestinians are known, 
not by name, but by a number, 
one that only Israel can cross-
reference to the actual indi-
vidual who is buried there. In 
2011, the body of Hafez Abu 
Zant was released after being 
held in one of these cemeter-
ies for 35 years, Bernama news 
agency reported.

According to Hammad, “If 
the remains are in a ‘cemetery 
of numbers’, we get it back in a 
black bag — some bones, some 
soil and maybe their clothes.” 

Following the Israeli cabi-
net’s approval of his proposal, 
Gantz bragged about his ability 
to apply “an extensive policy 
of deterrence since entering 
o�ce.” The truth is that Gantz 
is merely posturing and taking 
credit for a protracted Israeli 
policy that has been applied 
by all previous governments, 
regardless of their political 
orientations. 

If Gantz is truly convinced 
that holding dead Palestinian 

bodies — while maintaining 
the Israeli military occupation 
— will bring about whatever 
skewed de�nition of peace and 
security he has in mind, he is 
sadly mistaken. 

Such policies have proven a 
complete failure. While Pales-
tinian families are absolutely 
devastated by this hideous prac-
tice, the detention of corpses 
has never quelled a rebellion, 
neither in Argentina nor in 
Palestine.

 �QRamzy Baroud is a journalist 
and the editor of The Palestine 
Chronicle — www.ramzybaroud.
net.

The ‘desaparecidos’ of Palestine
Israel’s defence minister escalates Israel’s war on the dead by withholding the 
corpses of those killed by the occupation, writes RAMZY BAROUD

“
The Israeli army 
has not been 
returning the 
bodies of 
Palestinians 
who are accused 
of attacking 
Israeli soldiers 
for months, 
which includes 
all Palestinians, 
regardless of 
their purported 
political 
a�liations

NETANYAHU’S HOME FRONT: Protesers gather outside the Israeli Prime Ministers home earlier this year

OCCUPIED BY FORCE: Israeli soldiers 
take aim at Palestinians in Nablus 
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I
T HAS been almost 20 years 
since al-Qaida terrorists 
�ew hijacked planes into 
the World Trade Centre 
and the Pentagon and 

crashed another into a �eld in 
Pennsylvania after a passenger 
revolt. On that day, 2,977 people 
lost their lives, leaving behind 
hundreds of thousands of griev -
ing family members, friends, 
co-workers, and neighbours.

First responders in the 
immediate target cities and vol -
unteers from around the coun -
try courageously rushed to aid 
those in need, coming together 
in a moment of national unity 
unmatched since perhaps Pearl 
Harbour.

Today, the country is again 
living through a disastrous 
tragedy. It is one that emerged 
outside our borders but which 
has been made immeasurably 
worse by the failed response 
of our country’s leader. The 
Covid-19 pandemic, thanks 
to Trump’s lies and incompe-
tence, has claimed over 193,000 
American lives as of September 
11, 2020.

That’s more than 65 times 
the number of people who 
perished on “9-11.” When 
this nightmare �nally ends, 
someday, tens of millions 
will count themselves among 
those who’ve lost someone to 
the virus.

Besides the shared death 
and human destruction that 
characterise these two peri-
ods, they’re also de�ned by 
something else—both repre -
sent a time of huge wins for the 
military-industrial complex. In 
the aftermath of the Septem-
ber 11 attacks, war pro�teering 
exploded as the administration 
of George W Bush forked over 
billions of dollars to giant 
defence corporations (whose 

former heads populated his 
cabinet). Now, Trump is doing 
the same.

The current occupant of 
the White House tries to play 
the role of an isolationist, 
anti-war president, constantly 
pledging to “bring our troops 
home” from this or that mili-
tary adventure. He rails against 
his predecessors for pursuing 
policies of endless war.

He even made the stunningly 
correct criticism this week that 
Pentagon leaders “want to do 
nothing but �ght wars so that 
all of those wonderful compa-
nies that make the bombs and 
make the planes and make eve-

rything else stay happy.” His 
fawning sycophants have tried 
to paint Trump as picking up 
the mantle of President Dwight 
D Eisenhower, who nearly 60 
years ago issued the grim warn-
ing that the “conjunction of an 
immense military establish -
ment and a large arms indus-
try” represented the rise of 
“misplaced power,” endanger -
ing liberty and US democratic 
processes.

Trump’s unconvincing act 
as an anti-militarist is clearly 
just a re-election show, a cha-
rade meant to hold onto blocs 
of voters he sees slipping from 
his camp. It’s intended to dis-
tract from his shameful com-
ments calling US veterans and 
enlisted troops “suckers” and 
“losers.”

His fresh “attacks” on the 
military brass are o�ered as 
supposed proof that the presi -
dent is loyal to and looking 
after the rank-and-�le soldiers 
he actually holds in clear dis-
dain.

Placing any faith in the idea 
that Trump is the one to �ght 
back against the marriage of 
weapons dealers and govern-
ment defence o�cials is about 
like trusting him to protect us 
all from health insurance com -
panies when it comes to pre-
existing conditions. There’s a 
reason thieves aren’t hired to 
guard bank vaults.

Under Trump, the merger 
mania between the Pentagon 
and the top arms manufac-
turers is on a scale that 
may overshadow even 
that of the Bush 
administration in 
the years before 
and after Sep-
tember 11. All 
of Trump’s 
defence secre-

taries — he’s had three so far — 
have been hand-picked straight 
from the defence industry.

General Jim Mattis was 
on the board of directors of 
General Dynamics, which 
specialises in aerospace weap-
ons and nuclear submarines. 
Pat Shanahan served as an 
executive with Boeing, maker 
of warplanes. And current 
defence chief Mark Esper was 
top lobbyist for Raytheon, the 
company that makes the cruise 
missiles Trump �red into Syria.

According to the Project on 
Government Oversight, almost 
50 per cent of senior o�cials in 
the US Department of Defence 
are connected, in one way or 
another, to defence contractors. 
The people making decisions 
on the purchase of weapons 
and foreign policy today are 
the same ones who were selling 
the government armaments 
yesterday.

This president fought for 
defence budgets during his 
time in o�ce that have blown 
past all previous records. Twice 
so far, he has signed war budg-
ets totalling over $700 billion 
each.

He’s preparing to sign a third 
soon. He regularly appears 
on television with tanks and 
bombers as his backdrops, 
brags about the US’s abil-
ity to destroy other nations, 
and longs to have big mili-
tary parades that make him 
look like the dictators he so 
admires.

Regardless of what 
Trump might say to 

score votes, no-one 
should expect 

that any of this 
is going to 
change if he’s 
re-elected. For 
proof of that, 

just look at how the defence 
industry is reacting to the 
president’s bluster this week.

On industry o�cial anony-
mously told Politico, “He has 
a really long history of really 
pushing the defence industry 
forward and bragging about 
large defence budgets and talk-
ing about F-35s and rockets and 
things like that, so I just don’t 
think anyone thinks there’s a 
lot of reality behind what he’s 
saying.”

Wall Street, where arms 
stocks bring big pro�ts, isn’t 
breaking a sweat either. Byron 
Callan, a defence market ana-
lyst, said he hasn’t “gotten a 
call…from anyone who is like, 
‘Oh my god, Byron, should I sell 
all my defence stocks?” Callan 

says Trump’s statement “makes 
no sense,” and that he imagi-
nes the president could “�ip 180 
degrees in a week.”

In the 1980s, the US govern-
ment funnelled weapons and 
money to Islamist fundamen-
talists in Afghanistan in a 
proxy war against the Soviet 
Union. The CIA succeeded 
in destroying that country’s 
experiment in democracy and 
socialism, but it also ended up 
creating the very force that 
would come back to hit Amer-
ica on September 11, 2001.

During both the earlier Cold 
War and in the “War on Terror” 
that destroyed Afghanistan and 
Iraq after September 11, the 
military-industrial complex 
raked in the cash. Millions 
died along the way, casualties 
of the drive for war pro�ts. But 
no lessons were learned.

The bonanza continues 
under Trump. This president 
has essentially handed the Pen-
tagon over to the top executives 
of companies that specialise in 
producing weapons designed 
for no other purpose than 
human destruction. Money 
that could be going to so many 
public priorities — especially 
the Medicare for All health sys -
tem that Covid-19 has shown 
us we so desperately need — is 
instead funnelled into private 
pockets.

The greatest national secu-
rity threat the people of the 
United States face today resides 
inside the White House. Fortu -
nately, there is a weapon which 
all of us can use to defend our-
selves against this danger — 
our ballots.

 �QCJ Atkins is the managing editor 
at People’s World where this piece 
�rst appeared — www.peoples-
world.org.

Nearly two decades 
after the September 
11 attacks the military 
industrial complex  
is stronger than ever
Voting for ‘Trump the anti-interventionist?’ Think again, writes CJ 
ATKINS, the president’s war budgets total over $700 billion and 
he gets love from the arms industry — all the way to his cabinet

“
The Covid-19 
pandemic, 
thanks to 
Trump’s lies and 
incompetence, 
has claimed 
over 193,000 
American lives 
as of September 
11, 2020

“
All of Trump’s 
defence 
secretaries (he’s 
had three so far) 
have been 
hand-picked 
straight from 
the defence 
industry
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WEATHER OUTLOOK Fighting Fund with Keith Stoddart

IT’S been slow for the Fund in 
recent days, but things bright-
ened up a bit yesterday with the 
arrival of £702, taking Septem-
ber’s total to £7,968. Thanks are 
due to the 25 of you who got us 
moving again.

A friend of the paper phoned 
in to check that his £50 had 
arrived, before going out to see 
“the Queen � ying past.” I’d pay 
money to see that, thought I, 

forgetting that yesterday was 
Battle of Britain Day, marking 
a turning point in World War II. 

While it is, of course, cor-
rect to salute those who par-
ticipated, it’s also interesting 
to look at how British a battle 
it was. It’s recorded that 2,937 
aircrew took part, but it’s some-
times forgotten that they came 
from 14 nations and not always 
the ones you’d expect. Many 

were from the “empire” – Can-
ada, Australia, Jamaica, Barba-
dos, southern Africa and little 
New Zealand, which, with 127 
personnel serving, made the 
largest “colonial” contribution. 
Add to them those who had � ed 
occupied Europe – the Belgians, 
French, Czechs and Poles – and, 
perhaps surprisingly, US and 
Irish citizens, and it seems a 
bit less “British” and more of an 

international anti-fascist � ght. 
Without such support, Britain 
might have succumbed.

No doubt the ruling class 
would have adapted and got 
down to business with our new 
overlords. After all. the Daily 
Mail supported Mosley’s fas-
cists,  while our paper defended 
the Cable Street resistance.

Our position hasn’t changed; 
has theirs? Stay safe all.

TODAY

Cloud with a little light 
rain or drizzle moving 
southwards across 
Scotland and northern 
and eastern England, 
where it will feel much 
cooler. Warm sunshine 
in southern and western 
parts.

NEXT FEW DAYS

Largely � ne and dry 
with plenty of sunshine. 
Cloudier in the north on 
Friday with some rain 
at times. Feeling cooler 
than earlier in the week, 
but still warm in the 
south.

YOU’VE RAISED:

£7,968

14
days left

WE NEED:

£10,032

QUIZMASTER with William Sitwell

TODAY’S QUESTIONS

YESTERDAY’S ANSWERS
1. Which tables have cushions?  Snooker or 
billiard tables

2. In which Gilbert and Sullivan operetta 
does a character greet his ‘gallant crew’?

HMS Pinafore (Capt Corcoran, above right)

3. What is the name of a Spanish pork 
sausage � avoured with red peppers?
Chorizo

1 What is the British equivalent 
of the Romanian leu?

2 When Granada and Valencia 
are not Spanish cities, what 
are they?

3 Which breed of horse is still 
sometimes used to pull 
brewers’ drays?

Solution tomorrow…

DAILY SUDOKU (hard)

AN OLDIE but goodie, 2011’s 
Natural World Special: My Life 
as a Turkey (3.20pm BBC2) tells 
the tale of biologist Joe Hutto, 
who raised 13 endangered wild 
turkeys from eggs to the day 
they left home.

Told in dramatised form, 
with an actor recreating scenes 
of Joe’s life as a turkey mum, 
the  documentary shows him 
walking his brood deep in the 
Florida everglades, learning 
to speak their language and 
beginning to see the world 
through turkey eyes. It’s emo-
tional stu� .

More telly: Tour de France 
Highlights  (7pm ITV4), stage 
17, up an Alp or two; Des (9pm 
ITV), last episode of the true-
crime drama about serial killer 
Dennis Nilsen, with David 
Tennant; Harlots  (9pm BBC2), 
“cunny for coin?” The Evacuees 
(10pm BBC4), two young Jewish 

boys are billeted in Blackpool 
during the early days of World 
War II in Jack Rosenthal’s 
semi-autobiographical drama 
directed by Alan Parker 
from 1975; Art of Scandinavia 
(11.55pm BBC4), Sweden: home 
of outstanding furniture design 
— and Ikea.

Films on TV: How to Marry a 
Millionaire  (7.05pm Sony Mov-
ies Classic), sparkling 1953 com-
edy with Betty Grable, Marilyn 
Monroe and Lauren Bacall; 
Kingsman: the Secret Service
(9pm Film4), 2015 action-spy-
comedy with Taron Egerton as 
the raw recruit, Colin Firth as 
his mentor and Samuel L Jack-
son the baddie; Tender Mercies 
(10pm Talking Pictures), 1982 
drama with Robert Duvall as 
a recovering alcoholic country 
singer. Is there any other kind? 
Sunday, Bloody Sunday (11.15pm 
Sony Movies Classic), 1971 John 

Schlesinger drama in which 
divorcee Glenda Jackson and 
Jewish doctor Peter Finch both 
fall for young designer Murray 
Head; 21 Grams (11.25pm Sony 
Movies), 2003 US crime drama 
with Sean Penn, Naomi Watts, 
Charlotte Gainsbourg, Danny 
Huston and Benicio Del Toro.

Radio: Composer of the Week: 
Pachelbel (noon Radio 3), his 
Canon and Gigue in D reap-
pears in odd company — The 
Farm and Coolio; No Longer at 
Ease (12.04pm Radio 4), seri-
alisation of Chinua Achebe’s 
Nigeria-set 1960 novel; Think-
ing Allowed (4pm Radio 4), 
Laurie Taylor asks why char-
ismatic leaders have assumed 
such signi� cance in our era 
and explores the downside of 
measuring productivity; The 
Folk Show (9pm Radio 2), a chat 
with Gillian Welch and David 
Rawlings.

TV & radio preview with Neil Jenkin

How a biologist earned a feather in his 
cap by taking turkeys under his wing

Yesterday’s sudoku

Alamet’s 
Crosswords are 

� endish fun on 
Saturday

Sort code 08-90-33, 
account 50505115, name PPFF

Give by BACS...
morningstaronline.co.uk/
page/support-us

online...
9am - 4pm 
0778 0220 391 

by phone...
Cheques to PPFF, 52 Beachy 
Rd, Bow, London E3 2NS

...or by post
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THIS compact exhibition packs 
a potent aesthetic punch. 
All the principal Cubists are 
represented, with work that 
allows a full appreciation of 
the movement that shook and 
shaped 20th-century art in all 
its diverse strands.

With the world in rapid �ux, 
Cubism burst onto the scene 
around the turn of the 20th cen -
tury. It challenged established 
but tired post-Renaissance can-
ons with canvases that commu-
nicated simultaneous viewing 
of the subject from di�erent 
perspectives.

As an extra dimension, this 
approach factored in time 
lapses, with the artist shifting 
angles of viewing and record-
ing. It also marked the �rst time 
pure abstraction was articu -
lated on canvas, particularly 
by Lyubov Popova.

But it was Paul Cezanne who 

had laid the groundwork by 
“treat[ing] nature in terms of 
the cylinder, the sphere and the 
cone” and then Pablo Picasso lit-
erally shattered all sensibilities 
— including George Braque’s — 
with Les Demoiselles d’Avignon.

Soon Picasso and a converted 
Braque found new disciples and 
accomplices in Fernand Leger, 
Robert and Sonia Delaunay, Jean 
Metzinger, Juan Gris, Auguste 
Herbin and others. Beyond the 
Paris bubble, Cubism rapidly 
gained momentum internation -
ally, particularly in the Soviet 
Union, where it chimed with the 
revolution’s aim of overhauling 
a feudal society — a process that 
necessitated new aesthetics.

Adapting to national circum -
stance, Cubism morphed into 
Futurism in Italy, Vorticism in 
Britain and Suprematism and 
Constructivism in the Soviet 
Union.

According to French philoso -
pher Henri-Louis Bergson, time 
is an incessant blending of past, 
present and future, and intui -
tive responses are superior to 
rational ones. That was in tune 
with Cubism, which “snapped” 
a reality in �ux with an optic so 
unsettling as to be liberating. 
Modernity was unceremoni -
ously ushered in.

Braque was the Cubist par 
excellence, with his style “reduc -
ing everything, places and �g -
ures and houses, to geometric 
schemas, to cubes,” according 
to one critic, who described 
his smaller paintings as “cubic 
oddities.” The de�nition stuck 
despite the obvious fact that 
cubes rarely made an appear-
ance anywhere.

“Art is made to disturb,” 
Braque declared, adding that 
what matters in art is “the thing 
you cannot explain.”

According to Picasso, “Cub-
ism is not a reality you can 
take in your hand. It’s more 
like a perfume, in front of 
you, behind you, to the sides, 
the scent is everywhere but 
you don’t quite know where it 
comes from.”

This exhibition o�ers a fasci -
nating glimpse of the variety of 
individual styles or interpreta -
tions of Cubist principles, from 
the “shattered glass” perspec-
tives pre-eminent in Braque’s 
The Candlestick of 1911 to 
the spatial shapes in Popova’s 

Painterly Architectonics of 
1916, in�uenced by Kasimir 
Malevich.

Robert Delaunay’s The Car-
diff Team of�  1912 depicts a 
Parisian Ferris wheel, an 
“Astra” advertising billboard 
for an aircraft construction 
company and, in the top-right 
corner, the Eiffel Tower — the 
ultimate symbol of moder -
nity.

Like Guitar, Gas-Jet and Bottle, 
Picasso’s collage of painting and 
drawing, it amalgamates di�er -
ent fragments of reality into a 

compelling visual synthesis.
The work on show emanates 

an exhilarating sense of quest 
and joy at repurposing art as a 
tool of optical discovery, made 
easier by the traditional themes 
of landscape, still nature or por -
traiture.

MICHAL BONCZA

 �QFree exhibition which runs 
until October 4. Advance booking 
required at nationalgalleries.org/
exhibition/cubism - to view online 
go to https://www.nationalgalleries.
org/exhibition/cubism

Paintings which changed the way 
in which we look at the world are 
on show in Edinburgh

POTENT: (Left to right) Lyubov 
Popova, Painterly Architectonic, 
1916; Georges Braque, Le Bougeoir 
(The Candlestick), 1911 and Robert 
Delaunay: L’Equipe de Cardi� (The 
Cardi� Team), 1922-23

George Braque: Le Bougeoir  
(The Candlestick) © ADAGP,  

Paris and DACS, London 2018
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THE DANCE OF THE SER-
PENTS� by Oscar de Muriel 
(Orion, £18.99) chronicles 
the further adventures of 
the two Victorian detectives 
who comprise the Commis -
sion for the Elucidation of 
Unsolved Cases Presum-
ably Related to the Odd and 
Ghostly, a clandestine unit 
within the Edinburgh con -
stabulary.

A sceptic and a believer, they 
are English to� Inspector Frey 
and his hard-as-girders Scots 
colleague, Inspector Nine-Nails 
McGray.

In this epi -
sode, they are 
commissioned, 
very much 
against their 
will and with 
threats hang-
ing over their 
heads, to serve 

the hated prime minister 
Lord Salisbury. He needs 
their help in tracking down 
a long-lived criminal conspir -
acy of self-styled witches who 
have a mysterious hold over 
the increasingly erratic and 
bloated Queen Victoria.

This modern example of 
Gothic �ction is lavishly 
entertaining and built on 
some intriguing research.

The latest Chief Inspector 
Gamache novel from Lou-
ise Penny,�All the Devils Are 
Here�(Sphere, £19.99), comes 
with a di�erence, since the 
main action takes place far 
from the remote Canadian 
village of Three Pines.

Armand Gamache and his 
wife are visiting Paris, where 
both their grown-up children 
now live. It’s a city they both 
know and love, even though 
they’re constantly aware that 
their Quebecois French makes 
them sound like bumpkins to 
the superior locals.

When tragedy strikes after a 
family reunion, Quebec’s head 

of homicide 
and his deputy 
must play at 
being private 
detectives to 
uncover and 
expose a big-
business con-
spiracy which 

threatens not only their own 
lives but also those of their 
loved ones.

Existing Penny fans will 
know exactly what to 
expect: a prodigiously 
complex plot, emotional as 
well as criminal, expertly 
untwined.

Amer Anwar’s Stone 
Cold Trouble (Dialogue 
Books, £8.99), the follow-
up to Brothers in Blood, 
is, if anything, even bet -

ter than that notable 2018 
debut. It �nds Southall deliv -
ery driver Zaq, a year out of 
prison, still sincerely striving 
to avoid trouble and still fail -
ing dramatically.

His lifelong best friend Jags, 
apart from being ever ready to 
cook up some “desi-style” eggs 
on toast, is his loyal partner in 
those crimes which Zaq can’t 
avoid committing in a good 
cause. Now Jags needs help 

recovering a pre-
partition family 
heirloom which 
his uncle has 
managed to lose 
to a gangster while 
playing cards.

But a brutal 
crime close to 
home soon dis-

tracts the non-blood brothers 
from that mission and once 
again they are going to have 
to risk their lives to get justice. 
Unless justice isn’t available, 
in which case they’ll have to 
settle for revenge.

Anwar is a skilled enough 
storyteller and creator of char -
acters that in time he could 
end up with the same kind of 
authorial ownership of Asian 
west London that Ian Rankin 
has of Edinburgh.

The one thing I’d beg of him 
is a glossary, in aid of those 
of us who live far from the 
Broadway. I daren’t ask friends 
to translate the non-English 
exclamations in this brutal, 
funny, touching and often 
foul-mouthed novel, for fear 
of what I might be parroting.

PICTURE THIS I CUBISM

THE SCOTTISH NATIONAL GALLERY OF MODERN ART

MAT COWARD I CRIME FICTION

New books from Oscar de Muriel, 
Louise Penny and Amer Anwar
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I AM very upset to hear that 
21 illegal gold panners are 
mining in the heart of in 
Zimbabwe’s Chimanim-
ani National Park. 

Where is the law 
enforcement to remove 
these people who are 

creating environmen-
tal disaster for people, 

animals and plants? This 

is a clear testament that 
President Emmerson Mnan-
gagwa has failed to manage 
the country if people can do 
such an awful thing.

These miners are destroy-
ing trees and vegetation and 
leaving swamps, which are 
breeding places for mosqui-
tos and other insects. 

This unapproved mining 

is causing landscape degra-
dation and water pollution.

Clueless, careless and 
corrupt Zanu-PF cannot 
conserve the environment 
and should be kicked out 
of power, together with the 
rogue President Mnangagwa.

KUDZAI CHIKOWORE
Human-rights defender
London SW4

�Q����������THE Daily Worker of September 
16 1940 featured perhaps one of its 

juicier headlines on the bottom of the front 
page: East-Enders invade Savoy Hotel.

The paper reported that following an 
8pm air-raid warning, over 40 people, 
including elderly and children — along 
with councillor Phil Piratin and “Tubby” 
Rosen of the Stepney Tenants’ Defence 
League — took shelter in one of London’s 
most luxurious hotels. But, despite the siren 
and the hotel’s own “specially � tted air-raid 
lounge,” the management attempted to kick 
them out “to keep them away from guests.”

But the Eastenders refused to back down, 
with hotel sta�  resorting to calling the 
police to evict them. 

The Worker said that Mr Piratin was 
quick to point out the di� erence in the 
treatment of the rich and poor, even in a 
time of war. He highlighted that the “Savoy 
air-raid shelter was in striking contrast to 
the Anderson shelters, brick huts and rail-
way arches which Stepney people have been 
forced to use.” 

Mr Piratin told a policeman: “These men, 
women and children, many of them home-
less, have come from Stepney to seek shelter. 
The newspapers have widely advertised the 
comfortable shelter facilities which exist in 
the West End hotels. The government and the 
Stepney authorities have not provided even 
reasonable shelter, let alone comforts and 
amenities.” 

Even an o�  cer called to throw them out 
agreed. He said: “There is no reason why 
these people should not have the same shelter 
as the Savoy’s guests, just because 
they haven’t got any money.”

As the police tried to 
physically remove the 
people seeking shelter, 
“Air Minister Sir 
Archibald       Sinclair 
arrived, and shortly 
after proceeded to 
the air raid restau-
rant,    where the 
orchestra was  play-
ing.”

80 YEARS AGO TODAY...
From the Star archives

Air raid: Eastenders refused shelter in London’s Savoy

I AM very upset to hear that 
21 illegal gold panners are 
mining in the heart of in 
Zimbabwe’s Chimanim-
ani National Park. 

enforcement to remove 
these people who are 

creating environmen-
tal disaster for people, 

animals and plants? This 

they haven’t got any money.”
As the police tried to 

people seeking shelter, 

You can read editions of the Daily Worker (1930-45) and Morning Star(200 0-today), online at

Ten days’ access costs just £5.99  and a year is£84

mstar.link/DWMSarchive

HAVE YOUR SAY letters@peoples-press.com 
52 Beachy Rd, London E3 2NSWrite (up to 300 words) to... Workers’ mandate: 

Take back control 

�QBREXIT

IT WOULD be a very serious 
mistake if the left follows John 
Foster’s advice (The left should 
oppose Johnson’s Internal Mar-
ket Bill – but not for the rea-
sons you might expect, M Star 
September 12-13) and opposes 
the Internal Market Bill now 
before Parliament. 

It would be as serious a mis-
take as the left’s prevarication 
on Brexit and its � irtation 
with a second EU referendum, 
which resulted in a humiliat-
ing electoral defeat. 

John Foster rightly states 
that the Bill “asserts the rights 
of a British government over 
the UK internal market and 
rejects attempts by the EU 

to limit state aid and enforce 
EU competition terms within 
Britain.” 

If that’s the case, then, by 
opposing it, he is e� ectively 
saying that it would be better 
for our internal market pro-
cedures, state aid and com-
petition rules to be directed 
by the EU, an unelected and 
unaccountable body over 
which we have no in� uence 
than it is by an elected gov-
ernment that we can directly 
in� uence and change if we 
choose to do so. 

That will not go down well 
with workers who voted to 
“take back control.”

The Bill may indeed have 

some unsavoury rami� cations, 
but that is something workers 
can deal with through our 
democratic institutions once 
the transition period is over. 

Workers gave the govern-
ment one and only one man-
date: Take back control. It has 
no other. 

It should get our support 
while it is taking steps to 
deliver that mandate and, 
once that mandate has been 
delivered, the government will 
lose its legitimacy. It will have 
no mandate to govern except 
by the direct consent of the 
people.

FAWZI IBRAHIM
Trade Unionists Against the EU

�QBREXIT

THE EU Withdrawal Agree-
ment is rather like the 
Balfour Declaration: it is 
worded to try and please 
everyone, on paper, but it 
contains a profound self-
contradiction, making it 
impossible to implement.

Did anyone really believe 
that a home for the Jewish 
people could be set up in 
Palestine without prejudic-
ing the civil and religious 
rights of the existing non-

Jewish communities there?  
Does anyone really believe 
that Northern Ireland can 
simultaneously be both in 
and out of the European 
Union?

The only way out of this 
Irish conundrum is for 
the Northern Irish to take 
advantage of the Good Fri-
day Agreement and vote to 
join the Irish Republic.

Meanwhile, another 
anachronism of the British 

empire, Gibraltar, seems 
to be in a similar state of 
ambiguity.  A while ago, 
90-something per cent of its 
minuscule resident popula-
tion voted to remain in Brit-
ain — and about the same 
amount voted to remain in 
the European Union.  So it 
looks set to continue being a 
major smuggling centre and 
tax haven.

MARTIN DAVIDSON
Granada, Spain

Some circles can’t be squared

A HARD PLACE? A view of the Rock of Gibraltar from the runway of Gibraltar airport

Goldrush is a threat to wildlife
�Q ENVIRONMENT

PARK LIFE: Small-scale miners  pan for gold on a river bed near Harare. Zimbabwe’s government says it has 
banned mining in its national parks, but an environmental group that took court action to stop the 
development of a coal mine in another national park, elephant-rich Hwange, have said that it will insist on 
“more than just words”

I TAKE issue with the thoughts 
of Keith White (letter: Leader 
loyalty cuts both ways, M Star 
September 12-13). 

I, like many other Morning 
Star supporters, am working for 
a socialist society. By his words 
and actions — removing all 

within the Labour Party who 
harbour any such aspirations — 
Sir Keir Starmer clearly wants 
a neocapitalist-style party and 
thus, society. Socialists cannot 
stand by and watch Tony Blair 
mark II destroy all the good 
work of Jeremy Corbyn in driv-

ing the party forward. 
Socialists are right to, and 

will continue to, encourage 
Labour leaders to follow the 
paths trodden by so many that 
went before us. 

NIGEL HOLDEN
Leicester

It’s right to encourage Labour leaders to work for a socialist society 
�QPARTY LOYALTY
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�QUNITED STATES

NFL sides show support 
for anti-racism movement
THE Pittsburgh Steelers held 
a banner with an anti-racism 
message and at least 19 New 
York Giants players knelt dur-
ing the playing of the United 
States national anthem before 
Monday night’s game at MetLife 
Stadium.

The Steelers remained in 
their locker room and the 
Giants stood in an end zone 
some 25 minutes earlier when 
the black anthem “Lift Every 
Voice and Sing” was played.

During the US national 
anthem, the Steelers stood side 

by side while a group of play-
ers held a white banner with 
the words “Steelers Against 
Racism.”

The Giants’ defensive players 
were mostly the ones who knelt 
during the anthem. Defensive 
tackle Dalvin Tomlinson was 
on a knee with a hand across 
his heart.

Giants co-owner John Mara 
said last week he preferred his 
team to stand for the anthem 
but said he would support any -
one who felt the need to protest 
for equality.

�QFORMULA ONE

Hamilton escapes punishment for Taylor T-shirt
by Our Sports Desk

LEWIS HAMILTON has avoided 
any action by Formula One’s gov-
erning body for the T-shirt he 
wore at the Tuscan Grand Prix.

Ahead of Sunday’s race, 
Hamilton took a knee wear-
ing a black T-shirt with the 
message: “Arrest the cops who 
killed Breonna Taylor.”

Taylor, a 26-year-old black 
woman, was shot dead by 
police in her Louisville home 
six months ago.

Hamilton then wore the 
T-shirt for his post-race inter-
view, broadcast to millions 
around the world, before col-
lecting the winner’s trophy and 
standing on the podium in the 
same clothing.

The FIA is a non-political 
organisation and looked into 
whether Hamilton had broken 
any rules, but the Briton will 
not be punished.

However, it is understood 
the FIA has launched a review 
of its current guidelines and 
Hamilton could be told not to 

wear the T-shirt at future races.
The news came as Hamilton 

declared on Instagram he will 
continue to use his standing as 
a six-time world champion to 
promote his views.

“I want you to know that I 
won’t stop,” he wrote yesterday. 
“I won’t let up. I won’t give up 
on using this platform to shed 
light on what I believe is right.

“This is a journey for all of 
us to come together and chal-
lenge the world on every level 
of injustice, not only racial.

“We can help make this a 

better place for our kids and 
the future generations.”

Damon Hill, Britain’s 1996 
world champion, accused the 
sport of having previously 
ignored the issue of race.

He wrote on Twitter: “Such 
mixed message to Lewis Ham-
ilton’s T-shirt podium message.

“But F1 has always had its 
head in the sand over any issue 
that might make people think 
about anything other than F1. 
It has to make space for these 
messages if it is to be embraced 
by the wider world.”

�QUNITED STATES

A NATIONAL Women’s 
Soccer League (NWSL) 
game between the Port -
land Thorns and the OL 
Reign has been postponed 
again until the end of the 
month because of poor 
air quality caused by 
wild�res.

The game in Portland 
had already been moved 
from Saturday to last 
night because of smoke 
from the wild�res that 
have been raging across 
the West of the United 
States. 

The forecast does not 
call for improving condi -

tions in the next several 
days so the game was 
postponed again until 
September 30.

Two-time Portland 
Classic winner Brooke 
Henderson also said on 
Monday that she was with-
drawing from the LPGA 
tournament at Columbia 
Edgewater Country Club 
because of smoky condi -
tions.

The Portland Classic is 
set for September 17-20, 
but the course and prac-
tice facilities were closed 
on Monday because of the 
smoke.

Wild�re causes NWSL tie 
to be postponed again
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ONE SMART COOKIE
Cork 1:00 (nap)

YORKSHIRE PIRLO
Yorkshire 1:15

Farringdon’s Doubles

LAVENDER’S BLUE
Sandown 3:55

Houseman’s Choice

TODAY’S TIPS

SPORT ON TV
 �QBASKETBALL: NBA play-o�s, Den-

ver Nuggets v Los Angeles Clippers 
– Sky Sports Main Event, Sky Sports 
Arena 2am (Thurs).

 �QCYCLING: Tour de France, stage 
17 – ITV4 11am, Eurosport 1 11.10am, 
and S4C 2pm.

 �QFOOTBALL: Ligue 1, Paris St Ger-
main v Metz – BT Sport 1 8pm.

Champions League 
Omonia Crvena Zvezda, 4pm
Ferencvaros Dinamo Zagreb, 6pm
Maccabi Dinamo Brest, 6pm
Qarabag FK Molde, 6pm
Midtjylland Young Boys, 7.30pm

Europa League 
Niedercorn Willem II, 5.30pm
Hammarby IF Lech Poznan, 6pm
B36 Torshavn TNS, 7pm

League Cup
West Brom Harrogate Town, 6pm
Ipswich Town Fulham, 7pm
Bristol City Northampton, 7.45pm
Leeds United Hull City, 7.45pm
Southampton Brentford, 7.45pm
Everton Salford City, 8.15pm

Scottish Premiership
St Mirren Celtic, 7.45pm

TONIGHT’S FOOTBALL

ECB BOSSES CUT 
SCORES OF JOBS
Covid pandemic strikes again with game losing £100m
by Our Sports Desk

THE England and Wales Cricket 
Board (ECB) is to make an 
“unthinkable” round of redun -
dancies as a result of the Covid-
19 pandemic, with World Cup 
winner Chris Woakes accept-
ing that centrally contracted 
players may be next to feel 
the pinch.

The game’s governing body 
believes the health crisis has 
already cost the wider game 
£100 million, and estimates 
that �gure could more than 
double if restrictions continue 
having an e�ect in 2021.

As a result, the ECB board 
has approved a 20 per cent 
reduction in its workforce 
budget, equating to 62 posi-
tions. Many of those will be 
existing sta� being let go fol-
lowing a period of consultation, 
with a small number accounted 
for by ceasing recruitment for 
vacant roles.

Chief executive Tom Har-
rison, who led the way in a 
widespread programme of sal-
ary reductions at the ECB by 
agreeing to work on a 25 per 

cent reduction between April 
and October, said: “The Covid-
19 pandemic has left cricket 
facing its most signi�cant chal -
lenge of the modern era.

“It is now an irrefutable fact 
that the impact of this pan-
demic is signi�cant and will 
be long-lasting. There is also 
deep uncertainty about the 
future, and it is vital we take 
more steps now to ensure the 
future �nancial sustainabil -
ity of cricket in England and 
Wales. Seven months ago, shar-
ing a message of this nature 
was unthinkable.”

Player contracts come from 
a di�erent budget but with 
the gravity of the new meas-
ures, and the attendant lan-
guage about safeguarding the 
future of the game, it is highly 
feasible they will come under 
the microscope as negotia-
tions over the 2020/2021 batch 
intensify.

The previous round saw 16 
players earn central contracts, 
which are understood to have 
guaranteed around £925,000 
for all-format players, £650,000 
for Test specialists and £275,000 
for white-ball only.

Earlier this year, the play-
ers volunteered a combined 
£500,000 donation to the 
ECB and selected charities 
to support the sport’s early 
emergency measures. Now 
all-rounder Woakes, who was 
one of six players on the high-
est bracket over the previous 12 
months, realises more sacri�ces 
might be around the corner.

“Of course it is a sad time 
to see people lose jobs after 
some seriously hard work but 
obviously we’re going to have 
to lose certain roles. Yes, that 
does resonate with the play-
ers and we obviously feel that 
impact,” he said.

“Since the pandemic struck 
there was obviously that dona -
tion made by players at the 
beginning of the summer, that 
hasn’t really been discussed 
since. We haven’t really been 
spoken to by the ECB or the 
hierarchy but, in the current 
climate and with contracts 
round the corner, I think you 
just have to expect anything at 
the minute.

“It is a situation where we 
need to sit down as players and 
see what happens with regard 

to these contracts coming up, 
we’ll know more in the next 
few weeks and we’ll reassess 
at that point.

“At this moment in time it is 
hard for me to say we’re going 
to take ‘X cuts’ and there will 
be donations left, right and cen -
tre. Until we see what happens 
from above, we’ll then get more 

of a feel for it, but I certainly 
wouldn’t rule that out.

“As players you’re not going 
to sit here and say ‘we’re 
exempt from it,’ you just have 
to wait and see what the hier-
archy have got planned.”

There was some positive 
news from within the women’s 
game, with all players drafted 
for the postponed inaugural 
season of The Hundred given 
the chance to roll over their 
contracts at the same rate for 
2021.

Women’s contracts were con-
siderably lower than the men’s 
equivalents — from £3,600 to 
£15,000 as opposed to £30,000 
to £125,000 — but swift action 
has been taken to protect them 
in their existing state as the 
ECB marks Women’s Cricket 
Month in September.

England international Anya 
Shrubsole is among the �rst 
batch of players to take up the 
o�er by committing to South-
ern Brave.

“It’s good for all women’s 
players to have the security of 
rolling over their 2020 contract 
o�ers, should they want to do 
so,” she said.

�Q  MEN’S CRICKET

�QMEN’S CRICKET

Langer: We should have considered kneeling
by Our Sports Desk

AUSTRALIA head coach Justin 
Langer admits his side should 
have given greater considera-
tion to taking a knee on their 
tour of England following criti -
cism from Michael Holding.

Holding, the West Indian 
great, has used his platform 
this summer to take up the 
cause of the anti-racism move-
ment and rebuked England and 
Australia for not making the 
symbolic gesture during their 
recent limited-overs matches.

Both England and the West 
Indies did so in unity before all 
three Tests at the start of the 
season, with the practice car-
ried on for the one-day series 
against Ireland. It has since 
been shelved for the visits of 
Pakistan and Australia, with 
no agreement reached between 
the sides.

England paceman Jofra 
Archer took exception to Hold -
ing’s comments, claiming he 
had not “done his research” and 

reiterating England’s solidarity 
with Black Lives Matter, but 
Langer took a conciliatory tone.

“When Mikey says what he 

says, it’s certainly worth lis-
tening to. In terms of taking 
a knee, to be completely hon-
est, we could have talked more 
about it perhaps leading up to 
the �rst game,” he said.

Langer went on to sug-
gest the unique bio-security 
arrangements of staging an 
international tour in the midst 
of a pandemic had dominated 
the build-up.

“There was so much going on 
leading up to us getting here, 
maybe we should have talked 
more about it,” he added.

“What we do talk about 
within the team was that we 
want to have a response that 
is sustained and powerful, and 
that it can go not just in one 
action but a sustained period. 
Not just throughout this series 
and the summer but through-
out time.

“I just hope if it looked like 
there was a lack of respect, it 

wasn’t the intention of our 
team. We were very aware of it.”

It is considered highly 
unlikely that anything will 
change for today’s third ODI 
at Old Tra�ord, with the rivals 
focusing fully on the winner-
takes-all decider.

Cricket Australia as an 
organisation is reviewing mat -
ters of equality and inclusiv-
ity, with discussions ongoing 
around how best to recognise 
the issues, including concerns 
held by the nation’s Indigenous 
and Islander peoples.

�QICE HOCKEY

THE Elite Ice Hockey 
League have con�rmed 
the suspension of the 
2020-21 season.

It had been planned to 
begin the campaign on 
December 5 but with the 
coronavirus pandemic 
still prohibiting specta -
tors into sporting events, 
the 10 teams unani-
mously agreed it cannot 
go ahead.

League chairman Tony 
Smith said: “We oper-
ate around 75 to 100 per 
cent capacity at our ven-
ues and this is the level 
of crowds we would need 
in order to go ahead at 
any point, which isn’t 
a realistic option right 
now.”

EIHL’s return 
set for 2021


