| PacE 9| DAS KAPITMARX'S PO

*M

Wednesday May 16 2018

Proudly owned by our readers |

for Peace and Socialiiill

orning

otar

Incotlgdnadikgithe| DeEst 1930 |

| PAGE1HCYCLINBREAK MENTAL HEALT

morningsta

BRITAIN ‘MU
NOW COND
GAZA KILLIN

Marches across the country mark Nakba day a

pressure grows on PM to stop backing Israel

by Lamiat Sabin
Parliamentary Reporter

HUGE crowds gathered out-
side Downing Street last night
demanding the British govern-
ment end its support for Israel
as the death toll from Monday’s
slaughter rose to 60.

Protesters highlighted Brit-
ain’s continuing arms exports
to the country, with sniper
rie parts and ammunition
supplied to the Israeli Defence
Forces (IDF) and suspected of
having been used in attacks on
unarmed Palestinians.

Marches in central London
and around the country in soli-
darity with Palestine marked
the 70th anniversary of the
“Nakba,” or “catastrophe,”
when 700,000 Palestinians
were driven from their homes
in 1948 during the creation of
the state of Israel.

Gaza’s Great Return Marches
of recent weeks, which have
seen peaceful protesters
gunned down by the Israeli

military, were held to highlight

the call for a right of return
for people forced from their
homes, now in Israel, and their
descendants.

Before the marches 25 MPs
and lords rallied outside Parlia-
ment in a demo organised by
Palestine Solidarity Campaign,
some holding keys to show their
support for the right of return.

PSC director Ben Jamal said:

“There can be no alternative
political solution to the right
of return for those Palestin-
ians who wish to return to the
homes from which they were
forcefully expelled.

“This right is enshrined in
the law and is fundamental if
there is ever to be a just solu-
tion to the refugee crisis that
has resulted due to Israel's
ongoing ethnic cleansing and
dispossession of Palestinians.

“In this year, when people of
conscience around the world join
Palestinians in marking 70 years
since the Nakba, it is essential
that we rea rm that right.”

In the Commons, shadow

UNITED IN ANGER’he MPs and Lords outside Parliament to show solidarity with Paestinia

foreign secretary Emily Thorn-
berry was granted an urgent
guestion on Israel's lethal
assault on protesters at the
Gaza border on Monday.

She said: “What makes yes-
terday’s events all the worse
is that they didn’t come as a
result of some accidental over-
reaction to one day’s protest,

but as the result of a culmina-
tion of six weeks, an apparently
calculated and deliberate pol-
icy to kill and maim unarmed
protesters posing no threat to
forces on the Gaza border.
“Many of them shot in the
back. Many of them shot hun-
dreds of metres from the border
and many of them children.”

Ms Thornberry pointed
out that the bullets, that are
designed to “mushroom and
fragment” inside the body,
were used by IDF on Palestin-
ians to cause maximum dam-
age.
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S arillion reckless
with public cash

VOICES OF SCOTWI#fNENP
MP Chris Stephens this week
examines how the company’s
failed business model was an
unsustainable dash for cash.
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London’s spirit of
'68 revisited
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QPUBLIC FINANCES

McDonald’s take
to task by union:
for tax avoidance

by Our News Desk

INTERNATIONAL tax cheat
McDonald’s has spent the past
three years overhauling its
nancial structures to hide its
money from inspectors, a coa-
lition of trade unions charged
yesterday.

A new report published
by European and US unions
showed that McDonald’s, being
investigated by the European
Commission, moved its inter-
national tax base from Luxem-
bourg to the UK a day after the
Brexit referendum.

Britain and its overseas ter-
ritories form the world’s biggest
tax haven.

Meanwhile, McDonald's moved
its European franchising opera-
tion from Luxembourg to Dela-
ware, a notorious US tax haven,
and brought in a host of interme-
diary companies across the world.

It has had the e ect of dras-
tically limiting the amount
of information the corporate

giant has to publish about its
nancial dealings.

The EPSU, EFFAT and SEI
unions which published the
report said that McDonald’s
Luxembourg operation paid an
e ective 1.7 per cent rate of tax
on its pro ts from 2009 to 2015.

Bakers’ union general sec-
retary lan Hodson, who rep-
resents McDonald’s workers
currently ghting for union
recognition and decent pay,
told the Star: “If McDonald's
properly paid its taxes, wed
be able to properly fund our
public services.

“Maybe council services
would have been properly
funded. Maybe Sure Start cen-
tres wouldn't be shutting down.

“Maybe, just maybe, all the
people who lost their lives dur-
ing the recent NHS crisis might
not have lost their lives.

“If we don't do something
about the corporations and
their tax avoidance scams, then
we will all end up paying.”

news@peoples-press

QARMS TRADE

actory roof
ccupation
Ssalutes Anna
Campbell

;RIENDS of a British woman
=Lilled by Turkish forces while
ghting alongside the Kurdish
Women'’s Protection Units (YPJ)
occupied the roof of an Airbus
U factory in Bristol yesterday.

They were protesting at the
company’s ongoing sale of
military hardware to the Turk-
ish army while the country’s
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
was at Downing Street meeting
Prime Minister Theresa May.

Anna Campbell, who was
from Bristol, was killed by a
Turkish air strike in March
while trying to protect civilians
eeing Mr Erdogan’s invasion of
Afrin in northern Syria.

The protesters rotated three
large banner portraits of women
killed ghting for the YPJ.

One occupier, who gave her
name as Liz, said: “The women
of the YPJ have been critical in
liberating the world from lIsis,
and have been repaid with
betrayal.

“We are here to shout their
names from the rooftops. Anna
Campbell, Sara Merdin, Serhil-
dan, Arin Mirkan, Barin Kobane,

came honour you and we miss you.”
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Annual General Meeting o

MANCHESTER
Saturday June 9
2018 at 2-4pm

Friends Meeting
House, 6 Mount Stre
Manchester M2 5NS

GLASGOW
Friday June 8
2018 at 7-9pm
STUC,
333 Woodlands
Road,
Charing Cross,
Glasgow
G3 6NG

ad

CARDIFF
Sunday June 10
2018 at 1-3pm,

Old Market Tavern
(upstairs Meeting Room|
20-21 Trinity Street,
Cardi , CF10 1BH

LONDON
Monday June 11

2018 at 6-8pm
Unite o ces, Diskus
Room,128 Theobalc
Rd, Holborn, Londo

WC1X 8TN

SHAREHOLDERS MAY VOTE
AT ONE MEETING ONLY

The Glasgow meeting is traditionally
followed by a convivial gathering.

The Annual General Meeting will discuss
the critical political issues of the day, it will
receive the Minutes of the previous AGM,

the AGM.

receive a Report from the Management
Committee, elect seats, approve the audited
accounts, vote to reappoint the auditors, and
consider resolutions and amendments.
One-third of elected members of the PPPS
Management Committee will be chosen by

(Doors open for registration half an hour before ea ch starting time)

Copies of the resolutions and nominations are available from Jimmy

Macintyre, William Rust House, 52 Beachy Road, Londn E3 2NS,
jimmymacintyre@peoples-press.com, (020) 8510-0815,to whom all AGM
communications should be directed

QRED CARPET FOR AUTHORITARIANISM

RIVAL PROTESTI

CLASH AS TURK
LEADER VISITS |

FAR-RIGHT PROVO®hd#iaent Erdogan’s supporters spark ght:

by Our News Desk

TURKISH President
Tayyip Erdogan’s visit to Brit-
ain descended into violence
yesterday, as opposition protest-
ers clashed with his supporters
outside Downing Street.
Turkish nationalists

attempted to provoke some of
the younger opposition protest-
ers, which led to a bloody noses
and at least ve arrests among
both groups, as the president
snuck into Downing Street
through the back gate.

Erdogan supporters at the
protest were seen making a
hand gesture associated with

Recep the fascist Grey Wolves para-

military group.

The Kurdistan Solidarity
Campaign tweeted: “Terror-
ists on the street of London
being welcomed by Theresa
May. Speechless.”

Slogans such as “Afrin done,
on to Membic” — the Turkish
name for the Syrian region of
Manbij — were chanted by
the nationalist group, which
also sung the Turkish national
anthem.

Opposition  campaigners,
who spoke out against Turkey’s
oppression of Kurds and abuses
of human rights, outnumbered
Erdogan supporters.

The Stop the War Coalition
has opposed Mr Erdogan’s three-
day state visit Britain, which saw
him meet Theresa May and dine
with the Queen yesterday, ahead
of presidential and parliamen-
tary elections in his country.

Co-convener Lindsay Ger-
man told the protesters that it
was “yet another disgraceful
act by this British government.
It’s disgraceful that this is giv-
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ing him a backdrop in the run-
up to the elections in Turkey.

“It will be used as an endorse-
ment of the attack on Afrin, it
will be used as an endorsement
of the imprisonments in Turkey
and itis an endorsement of the
growing authoritarian regime.

“We should make it abso-
lutely clear that he is not wel-
come here.”

The father of Anna Camp-
bell, who was killed in Syria’'s
Afrin canton in March while
ghting for the Kurdish Wom-
en's Protection Units, was

also at the demonstration.

He said: “My daughter is
only one of thousands that
have been killed for Rojava and
Kurdish self-determination, but
| know she has become a sym-
bol and | am very proud.

“We have a constant sadness
over her death, but the cause
that she fought for is the cause
that | ght for too.”

Britain has sold Turkey more
than £650 million worth of
arms since Ms May became
prime minister in July 2016.

news@peoples-press

Q DISCRIMINATION

Teacher with cystic
brosis wins legal
battle over sacking

by Sam Tobin

AN ENGLISH teacher with
cystic brosis who was dis-
criminated against by his
employer won the nal round
of a long-running legal battle at
the Court of Appeal yesterday.

Philip Grosset became head
of English at the Joseph Rown-
tree School in New Earswick,
outside York, and “succeeded
in turning around the fortunes
of the department,” which
achieved its best-ever GCSE
results in 2013.

But a new headteacher
who “had not been briefed”
about Mr Grosset's disability
increased his workload, intro-
ducing an “innovation” called
a “focus fortnight” designed to
encourage “greater re ection”
within the department.

The Court of Appeal said that
the measure was “intended to
be supportive” to Mr Grosset
but in actual fact “added to the
work pressures upon him.”

Lord Justice Sales said Mr
Grosset was unable to absorb
the increased workload due to
a “time-consuming exercise
regime he has to pursue to
keep his disease under control.”

Mr Grosset asked the school
to consider “a reduction or pri-
oritisation of his workload,”
but the school would not o er
a regular reduction.

In October 2013, Mr Grosset'’s
“lung function had dropped to
an all-time low,” leaving him

facing “the frightening pros-
pect of needing to have a dou-
ble lung transplant.”

He was sacked after it was
discovered that he had shown
18-rated horror Im Hal-
loween to a class of 15- and
16-year-olds, which he said
was a mistake made under
considerable stress caused by
his poor health.

Mr Grosset was awarded
£180,000 compensation and
£208,000 in pension entitle-
ments after the Employment
Appeal Tribunal upheld an
earlier ruling that he had been
discriminated against on the
basis of his disability.

The Court of Appeal has
upheld that ruling and City
of York Council con rmed it

would not be taking the case
any further.

National Education Union
joint general secretary Kevin
Courtney (pictured) told the
Star that its lawyers had “rep-
resented a hardworking and
dedicated disabled teacher who,
due to a one-o act of misjudge-
ment, lost his job.

“His condition was exacer-
bated by huge workload and
stress. The school did nothing to
address these issues despite our
member’s repeated requests.”

Mr Courtney said the case was
“important in establishing the
law on disability discrimination”
and meant that schools “need to
make reasonable adjustments for
disabled teachers.”

samtobin@peoples-press|

QFRONT PAGE
BRITAIN
‘MUST
CONDEMN
KILLINGS’

FROM PIHammersmith Labour
MP Andy Slaughter — one of
the 25 gathered outside Parlia-
ment — urged the government
to suspend arms sales to Israel
and give an “unquali ed con-
demnation” of its actions.

Tory Middle East minister
Alistair Burt told MPs that the
government had “no informa-
tion” on whether British arms
had been used against protest-
ersin Gaza.

Birmingham North eld
Labour MP Richard Burden
said he had asked Foreign Sec-
retary Boris Johnson in a writ-
ten question to investigate how
shiper ri es and other weapons
exported under licences from
the Britain to Israel were being
used.

The minister admitted that
the government did not “collect
data on the use of equipment
after sale.”

Mr Johnson and Theresa
May’s o cial spokesman said
the government was “deeply
saddened” by the deaths dur-
ing “peaceful protests being
exploited by extremists.”

This was echoed by Labour
Friends of Israel, chaired by
En eld North MP Joan Ryan,
that said on the same day scores
of Palestinians were being
maimed and killed by the IDF:
“Hamas must accept responsi-
bility for these events.”

Campaign Against the Arms
Trade has revealed that Britain
has approved £330 million
worth of arms sales to Israel
since its military incursion into
Gaza in 2014, which killed at
least 1,492 civilians.

com

QEU WITHDRAWAL

MSPs refuse to endorse Tory Brexi

by Conrad Landin

“SHAMBOLIC” Tory posturing
means that the Brexit dispute
between the Westminster and
Holyrood governments could
end up in the Supreme Court,
Labour said yesterday.

Last night, the Scottish
Parliament denied consent to
Theresa May’s EU withdrawal
Bill in a row over the devolu-
tion of powers from the bloc.
MSPs voted 93-30 in favour of
rejecting the Prime Minister’s
legislation.

The move will not block
Westminster’s blueprint, but it
means Westminster is now set
to push through laws against
the wishes of Holyrood for the
rst time. The Scottish Parlia-
ment has previously withheld
consent to parts of a Tory social
security reform Bill, but West-

cominster responded by dropping

the relevant sections.

The dispute  concerns
whether powers returning
from Brussels should auto-
matically be devolved to the
Scottish and Welsh devolved
administrations, or initially
be exercised by Westminster.

Though a compromise plan
with devolution deadlines was
accepted by Cardi Bay, SNP
ministers said it did not give
enough ground.

Yesterday, the Scottish
Parliament’s Labour, Liberal
Democrat and Green group-
ings said they would support
the SNP government’s motion
rejecting the European Union
(Withdrawal) Bill.

Scottish  Labour  Brexit
spokesman Neil Findlay (pic-
tured) said: “As the party that
delivered devolution, Labour
will always seek to defend and
strengthen it.”

He argued that the Tories’

“shambolic handling” of mat-
ters could result in the issue
being resolved in the Supreme
Court, where judges will rule
on whether the Scottish gov-
ernment’s alternative Continu-
ity Bill falls within Holyrood'’s
legislative competence.
Scottish Brexit Minister Mike
Russell said Ms May’s adminis-
tration at Westminster had “no

mandate” to “undermine the
devolution settlement.”

He charged that the plan,
which could see some powers
retained by the Westminster
Parliament for up to seven
years, “rides roughshod over
devolution.”

But Scottish Tory MSP Adam
Tomkins said: “The blame for
that lies entirely with the SNP.
Nicola Sturgeon has refused to
compromise. It's not in Scot-
land’s interests that the SNP
prefers picking ghts to mak-
ing a deal.”

Mr Findlay said he was
“very pleased” that MSPs had
accepted his amendment to the
motion, which calls for cross-
party talks with Westminster
and Holyrood in an attempt to
end the stalemate. “We need
progress and certainty for
workers, businesses and public
services,” he added.

conradlandin@peoples-press.com

lamiatsabin@peoples-press.com
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Scathing report
damns Carillion’s
‘shyster’ bosses

SCOTLANMichael Sheen
opened a new branch of a credit
union in Edinburgh yesterday.
The Welsh-born Frost/Nixon

actor also visited Scotland a
few weeks ago to launch the
End High-Cost Credit Alliance,
which he founded as part of his

1 work against high-cost lenders,
particularly the so-called “pay-
day loans” companies.

Community Bank Gordon
Buchanan said: “We are con-
stantly working to raise our
pro le and get that message
out to more and more peo-
ple who may otherwise nd
themselves falling into a cycle
of problem debt by taking out
hire-purchase agreements or
pay-day loans at punitive rates
of interest which they can't

by Marcus Barnett

BOSSES at collapsed outsourc-
ing giant Carillion were “stu -

ing their mouths with gold”
and dodging workers’ demands
while the rm was run into the
ground, according to report by
MPs published today.

The joint report by the Com-
mons business and work & pen-
sions committees says bosses
should face the possibility of
corporate disquali cation.

It also attacks the govern-
ment for not holding Carillion
bosses to account and enforc-
ing corporate regulation. Thou-
sands of people were put out of
work after the company went
into liquidation in January.

Work and pensions com-
mittee chair Frank Field said
it was “a disgraceful example
of how much of our capitalism
is allowed to operate, waved
through by a cosy club of audi-
tors, con icted at every turn.

“Government urgently
needs to come to Parliament
with radical reforms to our

creaking system of corporate
accountability.

“British industry is too
important to be left in the
hands of the likes of the shys-
ters at the top of Carillion.”

The report also calls for the
breaking up of Britain's big four
accountancy rms — KPMG,
PricewaterhouseCoopers,
Deloitte and EY — after their
failures were exposed by Caril-
lion's collapse.

MPs say that the auditors’
tangled web of involvement
in Carillion's woes shows the
need for a “more competitive
market” and called on the Com-
petition & Markets Authority to
investigate further.

Business committee chair
Rachel Reeves condemned
the “parasitical relationship”
between accountancy rms
and companies they oversee.

She said: “The big four
accountancy rms are priori-
tising their own pro ts ahead
of good governance at the com-
panies they are supposed to be
putting under the microscope.”

marcusbarnett@peoples-press.

QEDUCATION

GMB calls on college boss
‘stop punishing our membe

COLLEGE bosses are “punish-
ing” GMB members by refus-
ing to negotiate a pay rise,
the union said yesterday.

Nine colleges in London
are involved in a long-run-
ning dispute with unions
Unite and the University and
College Union over local pay
agreements.

General union GMB wants
to begin negotiations on a
2018 national pay rise — but
the bosses’ organisation the
Association of Colleges (AoC)
refuses to meet until the
local disputes are settled.

GMB national ocer

Sharon Holder said: “GMB
stands in solidarity with
our sister unions. The AoC’s
approach is unhelpful and
will not hasten a compro-
mise.

“But for GMB members it
is doubly unfair as they are
not even involved in any of
these disputes.

“We call on the AoC to
stop punishing our mem-
bers for no reason and move
forward with this year’s pay
claim.”

The unions are seeking a
national rise of 5 per cent or
£1,500, whichever is greater.

HAVE YOUR SAY

Write (up to 300 words) to

52 Beachy Rd, London E3 2NS

or emailetters@peoples-press.com

i,

General manager of Castle

really a ord.”
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by Conrad Landin
Scotland editor

RIGHT-WING Labour bigwigs
have sought to “manipulate
processes” to remove a par-
liamentary candidate
who came within
a whisker of
winning last
year, sources
claimed yes-
terday.

The process ‘¢

Isobel and Joanna

Remembering Nan
McMillan / Capper

12/04/1906 - 15/05/2002

=
wi

of selecting Glasgow South
West’s Westminster candidate
has sparked a massive factional
row. Failed Scottish Labour
leadership contender Anas
Sarwar has been accused of
intervening in support of Asim
Khan, a Glasgow solicitor who
is seeking the nomination.

But Matt Kerr, a local coun-
cillor and union rep who fell
just 60 votes short of unseat-
ing the SNP’s Chris Stephens
at last year's general election,

has strong support from mem-
bers to stand again.

Yesterday it emerged
that Mr Khan plans
to sue the party
over the “freeze
date” for the
Labour selection

INTERVENTION:

Anas Sarwar

in order to allow hundreds of
additional members to vote.

Mr Sarwar is understood to
have signed up thousands of
new members — mostly from
Asian communities — during
his unsuccessful leadership bat-
tle against Richard Leonard.

A former vice-chair of Blair-
ite faction Progress, Mr Sarwar
is known to have a strong base
in Glasgow’s south side. The
constituency now up for grabs
is adjacent to the seat that both
he and his father Mohammed
Sarwar previously represented
in Westminster.

Only Labour members of six
months or more can vote in
selections. The dispute centres
on whether this limit should
be set six months back from
March 21, when the selection
committee was appointed, or
six months back from April
4, when a second meeting
attended by Scottish Labour
general secretary Brian Roy
was held.

Local party chiefs reportedly
claimed that the later freeze
date should be chosen on the

T abour right wing in ap over
selection for Glasgow seat

grounds that selection com-
mittees cannot meet without
a party o cial in attendance.

But committee members
protested, saying there was
no such requirement. Scottish
Labour o cials then changed
the cut-o to the earlier date.

One of Mr Khan's backers
told the Daily Record that
the decision had “clear racist
undertones.”

But a party source said: “The
decision was made on legal
advice. It's an a ront to the
party to in any way suggest this
is motivated by racism.

“People in Glasgow for a
while have sought to manipu-
late processes to suit their own
ends. That is a style of politics
that’s had its day.”

Another source suggested
that rightwingers on Labour’s
Scottish executive committee
had deliberately delayed the
selection in order to harm the
left.

Mr Khan is expected to seek
a halt to the contest at the
Court of Session on Friday.

conradlandin@peoples-press.com
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QCOURTS

RABBANI WILL CONTIN
FIGHT TERROR CONVI

Rights advocate: ‘preserving the principle of grgedorture survivors is the right thing’

THE international director of
advocacy group Cage pledged
to ght his conviction under
anti-terror legislation at the
Supreme Court yesterday
after the High Court rejected
his appeal.

Muhammad Rabbani (pic-
tured) refused to provide the
passwords to his electronic
devices at Heathrow airport
in November 2016 in order to
protect documents detailing
the torture of Qatari business-
man Ali al-Marri by FBI agents.

Some of the les were
among a cache of 35,000 doc-
uments published by Cage
last month, which named six
agents involved in Mr Marri's
torture on US soil.

Mr Rabbani was convicted
and given a 12-month condi-
tional discharge in Septem-
ber for wilful obstruction of
a search under the Terrorism
Act 2000.

He was stopped under
Schedule 7 of the Act, which
gives police and other o cials
powers to stop, search and
detain anyone believed to be
entering or leaving Britain
without the need to suspect

by Sam Tobin
at the High Court

them of involvement in ter-
rorism.

Lord Justice Irwin dismissed
Mr Rabbani’'s appeal against
his conviction, ruling that

there was “no basis on which
the legality of the stop or the
request for [Mr Rabbani’s] pin

and password was called into
guestion.”

He also rejected Mr Rabbani's
arguments on the adequacy of
safeguards to protect con den-
tial material under Schedule 7.

Lord Justice Irwin referred
to the case of David Miranda,
who was stopped at Heathrow
in 2013 carrying information
obtained by US National Secu-
rity Agency whistleblower

Edward Snowden. But he found
that a January 2016 Court of
Appeal ruling was “centred
expressly and narrowly on Arti-
cle 10 [rights] and freedom of
expression for journalists” and
did not apply in this case.

After the judgement was
handed down, Mr Rabbani
vowed to continue ghting his
conviction, saying: “l knew at
the time when | refused my
passwords that | could be sent
to prison.

“I remain convinced that
preserving the principle of pro-
tecting torture survivors is the
right thing, even if it carries
penalties according to the law.”

He said there was noth-
ing like the “draconian and
intrusive” Schedule 7 powers
“anywhere else in the West-
ern world” and warned that
the ruling “sets a dangerous
precedent.

“It now means that privi-
leged material carried by law-
yers, human rights advocates,
NGO workers and others is not
safe, and trying to protect such
information can now result in
a terrorism conviction.”

samtobin@peoples-press.com

QCOURTS

Judges rule man
with bipolar disord
be sent to Ugand

by Sam Tobin
at the High Court

THE Court of Appeal upheld yes-
terday the Home O ce's decision
to deport a man who has a bipolar
disorder to Uganda despite him
having lived “almost all his life”
in Britain.

Kennedy Mwesezi, 30, came to
Britain aged two with his mother
and brother and speaks only Eng-
lish, having returned to Uganda
just “a couple of times on family
holidays.”

After he was sentenced to six
years for possession of a converted
starter pistol in 2012, the Home
O ce decided to deport Mr Mwe-
sezi in September 2014.

Then home secretary Theresa
May found that “although he
had spent almost all his life in
the United Kingdom ... he had
been brought up in a Ugan-
dan household and hence had
absorbed some understanding of
Ugandan culture.” She also said

that he could receive “appropriate
medical treatment” for his bipolar

a ective disorder, which had only
been diagnosed while he was on
remand for the rearm o ence.

The rst-tier tribunal (FTT)
found that Mr Mwesezi “would be
capable of restarting his life” in
Uganda but ruled his deportation
would be disproportionate and
unlawful. But the upper tribunal
overturned that decision, nding
thatthe FTT had given too much
weight to evidence that “medica-
tion for bipolar a ective disorder
is not available in Uganda.”

The Court of Appeal dismissed
Mr Mwesezi's appeal, nding
he was “intelligent, educated,
resourceful and in reasonable
good health [and] could cope with
his bipolar disorder.”

Lord Justice Sales ruled that,
despite his father, brother and
half-sister being in Britain, Mr
Mwesezi had “no compelling
family ties” to prevent him from
being removed from the country.

samtobin@peoples-press|

QCONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS' DAY
Peace campaigners send rights message to both Korea

PEACE campaigners around the
world took part in demonstra-
4 yesterday calling for the
Fse of hundreds of people
risoned in Korea for refus-
ing to join the armed forces.

A ceremony in Tavistock
Square, London, to mark Inter-
national Conscientious Objec-
tors’ Day was followed by a
visit to South Korea’s embassy
to hand in signatures urging

South Korean President Moon
Jae In to keep his election prom-
ise of recognising the right to
conscientious objection.

Opponents of conscription in
Cambridge, Edinburgh and Liv-
erpool collected signatures for
postcards to the South Korean
government.

More than 250 conscientious
objectors remain in prison in
South Korea, with an unknown

number jailed in North Korea,
despite recent moves towards
peace in the region.

Symon Hill of the Peace
Pledge Union said: “The wel-
come thaw in relations on the
Korean peninsula should lead
to human rights receiving more
attention, not less.

“Let’s take inspiration from
people who took a stand against
militarism 100 years ago in World

War | and stand shoulder to shoul-
der with people opposing war
around the world today, whether
through conscientious objection,
nonviolent direct action or other
forms of resistance.”

FOLLOW US
ON TWITTER

@M __Star_Onli
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rade Gwyn Grif ths

CP

Welsh Communists,
Pontypridd Branch

Remembering our good friend and com-

aged 77; author, journalist, peace cam-
paigner and Morning Star book reviewer.
There will be a short service at 11.15 on
Thursday 17 May at Glyntaf Crematorium,
Pontypridd, and a remembrance service
at Capel Tabernacl, Efai Isaf, at 12.30.
Donations on the day to the Bwthyn,
Macmillan, Pontypridd, if desired.
com‘ﬂ]

otk

, died 29 April 2018
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o

Gwyn Grif ths

Comiwnyddion Cymru,
Cangen Pontypridd

Er cof am ein cyfaill an cymrawd,
, a fu farw Ebrill 29 2018 yn
77 miwydd oed; awdur,

newyddiadurwr, ymgyrchydd dros hed-

dwch ac adolygydd llyfrau i'r Morning
Star. Bydd gwasanaeth am 11.15 ddydd lau
Mai 17 yn Amlosgfa Glyntaf, Pontypridd, a
gwasanaeth coffa yng Nhapel y Tabernacl,
Efail Isaf, am 12.30. Rhoddion, os dymunir,
_a,l i'r Bwthyn, Macmillan, Pontypridd.

otk
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QINDIA

Party activists
burnt alive during
election campaig

by Steve Sweeney

COMMUNISTS have con-
demned the “the cold-blooded
murder of democracy” in West
Bengal, where at least 12 peo-
ple have been killed, including
opposition party activists burnt

to death, during election cam-
paigning.

Communist Party of India
(Marxist) general secretary
Sitaram Yechury accused the
police of being “in complete
cahoots” with the “barbarity”
of the state’s ruling Trinamool
Congress (TMC).

Polling booths across West
Bengal were attacked on Mon-
day, with the TMC accused of
initiating violence to intimi-
date voters and disrupt local
council elections.

He reported how armed
TMC-linked gangs captured
hundreds of booths in almost
all districts, chased away vot-
ers and cordoned o villages
to force people to remain
indoors.

“Opposition polling agents
were driven out from booths.
Ruling-party goons red on
people, hurled bombs, in

many cases snatched ballot
boxes,” Mr Yechury said.

Bombs were found at three
polling stations, authorities
con rmed, with the same
number also discovered planted
on railway tracks in the region.

TMC o cials downplayed
the clashes, with spokesman
Partha Chatterjee claiming:
“Other than a few violent inci-
dents, the voting is being con-
ducted peacefully.”

But Mr Yechury reported the
“bloodcurdling and gruesome
incident” of two CPI(M) mem-
bers being burnt to death in
an arson attack on a building
in the Parganas district.

TMC leader Arabul Islam was
arrested on Friday in connec-
tion with the killing of a sup-
porter of a rival candidate at a
campaign rally. A police search
discovered “a large number of
bombs” in an area behind the
the home of Mr Islam and they
are currently searching for the
TMC leader’s son and brother
for alleged involvement in the
shooting.

Voting took place in 20 dis-
tricts across West Bengal with
results due tomorrow.

stevesweeney@peoples-pres

QHUNGARY

Soros exits
Hungary
over right
IWing tactics

IRLIONAIRE George Soros'’s

Open Society Foundation has
pulled out of Hungary, citing
attacks and repression from
Viktor Orban’s nationalist gov-
ernment.

Hungary has long accused
currency speculator Mr Soros of
funding a “network of organi-
sations” including NGOs and
the Central European Univer-
sity, which it claims are used
to interfere in the country’s
internal politics.

Following his election suc-
cess in April, Mr Orban prom-
ised to implement a so-called
“Stop Soros” Bill aimed at
curbing pro-refugee activities
in Hungary.

He has clashed with the
European Union over refugee
guotas and has presided over a
clampdown on press freedom in
Hungary, with the government
moving to close down opposi-
tion media organisations.

Con rming the relocation
of its headquarters to Berlin,
Open Society Foundation presi-
dent Patrick Gaspard said: “The
government of Hungary has
denigrated and misrepresented
our work and repressed civil
society for the sake of politi-
cal gain, using tactics unprec-
edented in the history of the

s.Eomopean Union.”

Q GERMANY

lllegal arms linked to Mexican deaths

THE trials of six former employ-
ees of a German gun manufac-
turer accused of the illegal sale
of weapons to violent Mexican
states opened in Stuttgart yes-
terday.

The accused worked for Heck-
ler and Koch, with prosecutors
saying they travelled to parts
of Mexico that are covered by
a German arms export ban.

According to the indictment
4,500 G36 assault ries and

smaller rearms were sent to
Mexico in 16 batches despite the
embargo.

The company’s guns have
been used in many con icts
and are supplied to armed
forces in countries including
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Iran
and Turkey.

Defence lawyers argue that
the guns were sold legally and
went to a police depot, and
therefore did not breach Ger-

many’s War Weapons Control
Act and Foreign Trade Act.

The case came to light fol-
lowing evidence presented by
peace activist Jurgen Grasslin.
Investigations revealed that
G36 guns made by Heckler &
Koch were used in a notorious
case when six Mexican students
were killed in Iguala in 2014,
with another 43 having disap-
peared without trace.

The hearing continues.

QPALESTINE

GAZA MASSACR
PROMPTS GLOB
CONDEMNATION

GRIEVING NAR&ekstinians mark Nakba with funerals and protes

by Steve Sweeney
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PALESTINIANS buried their
dead yesterday as thousands
of people took part in protests
to mark the 70th anniversary of
the Nakba which accompanied
the foundation of Israel.

At least 61 people were killed
on Monday when Israeli troops
red on peaceful unarmed
crowds who were protesting at
the inauguration of the new US
embassy in Jerusalem after the
Trump administration moved
its diplomatic mission from
Tel Aviv.

Guatemala is following the
US example and will open its
embassy in Jerusalem today.

However, South Africa with-
drew its ambassador, calling for
the immediate withdrawal of
the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF)
from the Gaza Strip and an end
to its “violent and destructive
incursions into Palestinian ter-
ritories.

“Given the indiscriminate
and grave manner of the lat-

i

LEBANONA Palestinian woman holds up a sign that reads: ‘We will

meet soon Palestine, we will return’

est Israeli attack, the South

African government has taken

a decision to recall ambassador
Sisa Ngombane with immedi-

ate e ect until further notice,”

a Foreign Ministry statement

said.

The late president Nelson
Mandela once condemned
Israel for creating “the worst
type of apartheid system,”
re ecting the long-standing
a nity between South African
progressives and the Palestin-

ian liberation movement.

Neoliberals refused to blame
Israeli aggression for the Kkill-
ings and made desperate
attempts to link the violence to
Iran, which has faced an esca-
lation in hostile rhetoric from
both Tel Aviv and Washington
in recent weeks.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence yesterday, Danny Dannon,
Israel's representative at the
United Nations, blamed Iran
for the cold-blooded killings.
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He suggesting that Tehran
had funded Hamas, which he
said had co-ordinated the “well-
organised protests.”

Mr Netanyahu claimed sol-
diers had been acting in self-
defence, while the army said it
had red at “targets of terrorist
activity.”

Israeli ambassador to Bel-
gium Simona Frankel branded
all the Palestinians killed in
Gaza “terrorists.”

She claimed: “I regret the
loss of life of any human being
who has died, regardless of
their nationality, even though
they are terrorists, 55 terrorists
who tried to cross the fence to
enter Israeli territory.”

The dead included eight chil-
dren and a baby.

However, UN spokesman
Rupert Colville said: “The mere
fact of approaching a fence is
not a lethal, life-threatening
act, so that does not warrant
being shot.

“How much threat can a dou-
ble amputee be making from
the other side of a large forti-
ed fence?”

Protests took place in most
major cities in the Palestinian
territories, demanding the
right to return to land stolen
when almost one million Pal-
estinians were dispossessed in
the 1948 war that created the
state of Israel.
stevesweeney@peoples-press

ANGER{(Clockwise from top)

A protest march in Istanbul,
Turkey, a candlelit vigil in Mumba
India, a rally outside the US
consulate in Johannesburg, Sout
Africa, and a protest outside the
Israeli consulate in Los Angeles

Q CATALONIA

New leader Torra
vows to ‘build an
Independent state’

by Our Foreign Desk

CATALONIAs new leader
promised to “implement the
mandate from the October
referendum” and continue the
region’s ght for independence
from Spain.

Quim Torra was elected
president by members of the
region's parliament by the
narrow margin of 66 to 65
and immediately declared his
loyalty to exiled former presi-
dent Carles Puigdemont, who
he promised to reinstate as the
region’s leader.

The former lawyer was
elected following ve months
of direct rule from Madrid. The
national government took con-
trol of the region after Mr Puig-
demont’s separatists declared
independence following a
referendum last autumn that
Madrid deemed illegal.

Spanish President Mariano
Rajoy attempted to stop the
referendum, ordering authori-
ties to block polling stations,
leading to confrontations with
regional re ghters who organ-
ised to protect voters.

The declaration of independ-
ence triggered a constitutional
crisis and a severe crack-
down by Spanish authorities
with police mobilised from
Madrid to quell protests. Mr

QTURKEY

Puidgemont ed Spain with
ve others as arrest warrants
were issued for the separatist
leaders.

Mr Torra, who entered poli-
tics with the pro-independence
group Omnium Cultura, was
backed by Mr Puidgemont,
who the Spanish authorities
are seeking to extradite from
his self-imposed exile in Berlin
to face charges of sedition and
corruption.

Leader of the unionist Ciu-
dadanos party Ines Arrimadas
branded Catalonia’s new leader
a “puppet for Puigdemont,” but
Mr Torra hit back, insisting the
exiled separatist was “the legit-
imate president” of the region.

INDEPENDENCE ¥
PLEDGE:
Quim Torra

Mr Torra told the Catalan
parliament he will create a new
constituent assembly to write
the constitution for a new Cata-
lan republic.

“Our president is Carles Puig-
demont, and we will be faith-
ful to the mandate of October:
to build an independent state
in the form of a republic,” he
said, pledging rights for all, no
matter how they voted in the
independence referendum.

Mr Rajoy called for talks with
the newly elected president
but expressed concerns over
Mr Torra’'s comments in the
Barcelona-based chamber. He
warned that direct rule could
be reimposed if the Catalans
break the law again.

“We will bet on understand-
ing and agreement in look-
i ing at the future. But | say
| this, and | mean it. | will
make sure that the law, the
% Spanish constitution and
the rest of the legal system,
are obeyed,” Mr Rajoy said.
internationa

Kurdish people defy ban c
celebration of language

by Steve Sweeney

KURDISH National Language
Day was celebrated yesterday
despite it being banned, as lib-
eration organisations warned
of a cultural genocide against
Kurds by the “fascist” state of
Turkey.

Umbrella group the Kurdis-
tan Communities Union (KCK)
said resistance was crucial in
protecting the Kurdish lan-
guage, praising the role of
Kurdish women in the strug-
gle for freedom of expression.

But it warned that Turkey’s
deadly attack on the Afrin
district in northern Syria is a
threat to the revolution it says
is being built in the largely
Kurdish Syrian enclave known
as Rojava.

Since the launch of Turkey’s
monstrously mistitled Opera-

tion Olive Branch in January,
more than 150,000 people have
been driven from their homes,
with many living in refugee
camps desperately short of
water, food and medical sup-
plies.

Nato’s second-largest army
has been accused of launching
chemical attacks on the peo-
ple of Afrin. Widespread loot-
ing, rape and beheadings have
been reported, with claims that
Turkey’s jihadist allies have
run rampage through the city,
which came under Turkish con-
trol in March.

KCK said in a statement: “We
celebrate the Kurdish Language
Day as the most important, crit-
ical and consequential process
of the revolution.”

It warned that “invaders and
fascists” have tried to destroy
the language for hundreds of
years with bans and harsh pun-

ishments, including torture, for
those caught speaking it.

The statement added:
“These practices of the fascist
and occupying Turkish state
amount to cultural genocide,
according to the United Nations
legislation.

“At this crucial moment in
the revolution, the invaders
want to conclude the cultural
genocide with social genocide.”

KCK praised the “Kurdish
guerillas” carrying out a revo-
lution in Rojava, proving that
another system is possible.
“With hope and faith of suc-
cess, we celebrate the Kurdish
National Day,” it concluded.

stevesweeney@peoples-press.con
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We must force the 21 ] .
e e s ovelcarilion’s tactics st
Israel’s reckless killings

out of the Robert M

LABOUR is right to expose the utter cowardice of Theresa
May’s government in failing to condemn Israel's massacre

of unarmed civilians on the Gaza border.

Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson did not even dare to
remain in the chamber when faced with an urgent que stion
from his shadow Emily Thornberry, who denounced the
one-sided slaughter of Palestinians by Israeli troops: “Many
of them shot in the back. Many of them shot hundreds of
metres from the border, and many of them children.”

Yesterday we learned the name of the youngest victim,
eight-month-old Leila Anwar Ghandoor, who died from te ar
gas inhalation.

Leila may not have been a deliberate target, though this
does not diminish the responsibility of the Israeli Defence
Forces for her death given its frequent recourse to lethal
force against children.

The same cannot be said, however, of scores of others
who perished on Monday in a hail of bullets as Israel i Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu gushed over the opening of
the US embassy in Jerusalem.

x

“This is a great day ... a great day for the state of Israel,”
Netanyahu crowed. “Remember this moment.”

It will be all our responsibility to do just that and ght
to end the impunity with which Israel outsinterna tional
law, kills when and where it pleases and intensi es its colo-
nisation of occupied land.

US President Donald Trump’s brazen decision to move
the embassy encourages the Israeli leader to further shred
the prospects of future peace, as was clear from his desig-
nation of Jerusalem as the “eternal, undivided capi tal of
Israel,” a signal that the ethnic cleansing of Pale stinian
East Jerusalem will continue, the bulldozers will ¢ arry
on destroying the archaeological relics of the city ’'s Byz-
antine and Arab heritage in a bid to rewrite the pa st and
the Israeli government will do everything in its po wer
to permanently thwart the Palestinian struggle for an
independent state.

Chillingly, it has that power — at least while back ed up by
“the most powerful nation on Earth,” as Netanyahu g loated
at the opening ceremony. Or at least while that backing
from Washington is not e ectively challenged.

Johnson’s stand-in in Parliament, Middle East Minister
Alistair Burt, did not supply that challenge with h  is wa ing
about “a need to establish the facts of what happen ed,” as if
week after week of lethal attacks on unarmed demonstra-
tors, many of them recorded on Im, defended by Israeli
o cers and celebrated by Israeli politicians, left any room

for doubt.
x

Nor did the government with its repetition of the tired
claim that “extremists” have sought to “hijack” the Great
Return March protests. Monday'’s violence came from one
side, despite the disgraceful bid by Labour Friends of Israel to
muddy the water by calling on Hamas to take respons ibility.

Only real pressure on Israel will force it to retreat from
its current disastrous course and make it enter into  serious
negotiations over Palestine’s path to independence.

The Morning Star stands in solidarity with all thos e who
demonstrated yesterday demanding our government beg in
to apply that pressure, with a ban on arms sales the very
least we ought to expect.

The boycott, divestment and sanctions campaign must be
stepped up — the Tories’ bid to ban it was deemed unlawful
last year — and MPs who defend the occupation of Pdestine
or try to blame it on the victims must be held to account,
by their CLPs and where relevant through withdrawal of
trade union funding in the case of Labour MPs.

With some notable exceptions — South Africa’s with-
drawal of its ambassador to Israel is to its credit, as is the
solidarity shown to Palestine by Cuba, Venezuela and some
others — governments around the world are indi erent  to
the plight of the Palestinians.

That means it's up to us to mount a campaign on such a
scale that they are forced to act.

School of Risky Bus

NE of the accu-
sations that is
often  made
of those of us
who work in
the House of
Commons bubble is that all
too often the citizens of the
Westminster village attach
far too great an importance to
the daily activities that make
up the parliamentary agenda.

Usually it's only when report-
ing back to their activists and
constituents that the parlia-
mentarian becomes acutely
aware that the ne rhetoric
and forensic technical points of
debate and skilfully managed
votes that you and your fellow
MPs are so exercised about and
want to shout about have barely
registered with anyone except
the Hansard writers.

Of course, the big issues
of the day such as Brexit are
always on the radar, especially
via social media, but it can be
frustrating to realise that many
small but signicant pieces
of work go on in committee,
almost unnoticed.

I'd be willing to guess that
every MP can tell a tale of a
seemingly minor piece of com-
mittee work that they’ve done
that actually stands a chance of
making a real di erence to peo-
ple’s lives, (instead of the panto
yah-boo rituals in the chamber)
but will never translate well
onto a lea et or feature in one
of those proverbial doorstep
conversations/conversions.

To be fair, there are excep-
tions that prove the rule, and
serving on the work and pen-
sions select committee has
enabled me to participate in
some of the most revealing
investigations into the way
things actually work — for
example, in our broken ben-
e ts system — as opposed to
the utterances in the House
of Commons chamber from
some Tories who manage to
avoid inconvenient reality on
a daily basis.

However, the committee
piece of work that has been the
real eye-opener for me is the
joint investigation by the work
and pensions and the business,
energy and industrial strategy
committee into the collapse of
Carillion.

This has produced a report
that stands as one of the most

damning indictments of the
total failure of a political ideol-
ogy that assumes privatisation
and outsourcing is always value
for money and better than the
public sector.

The report, published today,
does not, as we say in Glasgow,
miss and hit the wall.

Obviously it's a very detailed
report but if | can pick out one
sentence that sums up the
entire asco it’s this: Caril-
lion’s business model was an
unsustainable dash for cash.
The mystery is not that it col-
lapsed, but how it kept going
for so long.

I've often wondered what
guality in someone’s character
enables them to collect the eye-
watering salaries and bonuses

that typify the worst excesses
of the corporate world, but on
the basis of what we heard in
committee the answer would
appear to be “shamelessness.”
It certainly wasn't competence
or caution with public money.

As the evidence sessions
went on it became clear that
this wasn't just an organisa-
tional failure in one company,
it was a systemic multi-organ-
isational failure.

The key themes uncovered
by the committee and re ected
in the report are:

QCorporate Greed

QLack of regulation

QBig Four auditors creaming
money from struggling com-
panies

QPension scheme stability sac-

ri ced for dividends
QAggressive accounting
QTaxpayer footing the bill for
collapse (as always)
QOutsourcing — risk does not
move from public to private
sector

QOutsourcing needs to end

The business model, such
as it was, relied on ever more
acquisitions, rising debt, expan-
sion into new markets and
exploitation of suppliers, with
a side order of creative account-
ing and out of control bonus
culture.

Gambling with public assets
and nances, always seeking
to eliminate any competitors,
squeezing sub-contractors and
suppliers through delayed pay-
ments (as a matter of course)
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and blithely ignoring respon-
sibility for pension liabilities
were tactics straight out of the
Robert Maxwell School of Risky
Business.

The only element of risk that
was carefully managed was
that of ensuring any bonuses
couldn’t be recovered in the
event of any problems arising
with the company.

Boardroom lifebelts were
well and truly secured on this
corporate version of the Titanic,
with the auditors signing o
their “tickety-boo” assurances
as the SS Carillion steered full
speed ahead to the icebergs.

The practice of illustrious
advisory rms telling clients
exactly what they wanted to
hear in order to secure future

business was a feature of the
2008 crash and has continued
merrily on despite everything.

As the report states: “Advi-
sory rms are not incentivised
to act as a check on recklessly
run businesses. A long and
lucrative relationship is not
secured by unduly rocking
the boat.”

This corporate culture of
collective back-scratching and
covering for one another has
ourished in the absence of
any rm regulatory regime
or determination by govern-
ments to tackle private-sector
mismanagement and greed.

The frustration for those of
us with a public-sector back-
ground is in seeing chickens
come home to roost when all
along the unions have been
making the case against priva-
tisation based on well-founded
fears of what happens when
pro t becomes a central feature
of public sector delivery.

No amount of sophisticated
accounting and management
speak jargon can hide a basic
truth — capitalism is based on
a drive to monopoly to maxim-
ise returns for shareholders
above all else and in this casino
economy even the long-term
sustainability of a company is
hostage to the sacred dividend
and bonus.

Governments didn't cause
the collapse of Carillion
directly, but as the conclusion
of the report states: “Successive
governments have nurtured a
business environment and pur-
sued a model of service delivery
which made such a collapse, if
not inevitable, then at least a
distinct possibility. The govern-
ment’s drive for cost savings
can itself come at a price: the
cheapest bid is not always the
best.”

What price public services
when those in charge of deliv-
ering those services operate
in an environment of thinly
controlled chaos and with con-
tempt for the concept of public
service delivery and ethos?

| would urge everyone who
has an interest in the answer to
that question to read the report
published today — how many
more wake-up calls do there
have to be?

QChris Stephens is SNP MP
Glasgow South West.

N 1867, Marx wrote to

Johann Becker that Das

Kapital would be “without

question the most terrible

MISSILE that has yet been

hurled at the heads of the
bourgeoisie.”

Ever since, Capital has armed
the working class with the the-
ory of surplus value, explaining
why and how labour power is
exploited to the prot of the
capitalist class.

Since 1945, for example, the
average production worker in
Britain or the US has spent
anywhere between 2.4 and 3.3
hours of an eight-hour working
day performing unpaid labour,
creating surplus value over and
above the value of the commodi-
ties that can be purchased by
their daily wage.

Together with Value, Price
and Pro t — the text of Marx’s
contribution to the debate
within the International Work-
ing Men's Association in 1865 —
Capital explains why the wages
struggle is both necessary and
fruitful.

Volumes | and Ill show how
— alongside workers produc-
ing commodities for capitalist
pro t — commercial and cleri-
cal workers are exploited as
well, performing unpaid surplus
labour even though they might
not be creating surplus value.

Here is the basis for working-
class unity across every sector
against capitalism.

Capital also exposes the vari-
ous ways in which employers
seek to maximise surplus value
through longer hours, higher
productivity, devalued wages
and the super-exploitation of
female, migrant and foreign
labour.

Echoing Robert Owen and
Karl Marx, the First and Sec-
ond Internationals proclaimed
the eight-hour day as the main
demand of worldwide demon-
strations on May 1. Today, the
struggle to win or defend the
eight-hour day or 40-hour week
continues around the world.

However, while improve-
ments and reforms might be
won, they will be sustained only
by the economic and political
strength of the organised work-
ing class. As Marx warned in
Capital, capitalists are driven by
competition, mechanisation and
the tendency of the rate of pro t
to fall to seek ways of maximis-
ing the surplus labour and value
extracted from workers.

Marxist political economy
has thus educated and inspired
generations of trade unionists,
socialists and communists to
organise and mobilise millions
of workers for many thousands
of battles over pay, hours and
working conditions.

The result has been a gen-
eral rise in working-class living
standards in the developed and
developing countries over the
past 150 years.

Marx explained much else
about capitalism yesterday and
today: about crisis, mechanisa-
tion, alienation at work and the
“disposable industrial reserve
army” of labour.

His treatment of “ctitious
capital” and the nancial mar-
kets anticipated not only the

fdr929 Wall Street Crash, but also
the Great Crash of 2007-8.

The explanatory
power of Das Ka

ROBERT GRIFFITHfarticipated

In last weekend'’s conference in
Moscow on ‘Marx’s Capital and its
Impact on World Development.
This Is the text of his speech

Capital's analysis of capitalist
centralisation and concentra-
tion — accumulation of more
and more capital in fewer and
bigger monopolies — antici-
pated the rise of today’s giant
capitalist corporations.

In 2017, monopoly corpora-
tions made up more than half
of the world’s biggest 150 eco-
nomic entities by gross domestic
product or sales revenue. Each
of the three biggest (Wal-Mart,
Toyota Motor and Volkswagen)
had a turnover bigger than the
GDP of at least 150 of the world's
countries.

While these companies strad-
dle the globalised economy,
almost all of them have a home
country whose national state
power is usually exercised in
their interests.

Thirty-eight of the biggest
100 transnational corporations
are based in the US, with 12 in
China (many of them in social
ownership), 12 in Japan, eightin
Germany, seven in France and
six in Britain.

On the basis of Marxist politi-
cal economy, Lenin and others
developed our understanding of
the new era of nance capital,
state monopoly capitalism and
imperialism.

This, in turn, deepened and
broadened the struggle for
national liberation struggles
against colonialism, profoundly
a ecting the course of world
development.

Thanks to Marx and Capital,
too, many millions of workers
have come to understand that
they must ght not only the
e ects of their exploitation,
but its cause.

As Value, Price and Pro t put
it, these “unavoidable guerilla
ghts” will always have to be
waged against the encroach-
ments of capital and the market,
for as long as capitalism itself
exists.

Therefore, the working class
should not merely alleviate the
symptoms — it should eradi-
cate the disease, by abolishing
capitalism and constructing
the new, communist mode of
production.

The subsequent overthrow
of di erent forms of bourgeois
power in Russia, eastern Europe,
China, south-east Asia and Cuba
has had the most profound
impact on world development.

Working-class state power,
economic planning, social own-
ership and massive investment
in the means of production — as
advocated in Capital — enabled
the Soviet Union and eastern
Europe to achieve higher levels
of economic growth, equality
and social security than in com-
parative capitalist countries, all
without the super-exploitation
of colonies or semi-colonies; the
Soviet Union saved Europe from
capitalist-fascist barbarism; and
the socialist countries rendered
invaluable support to national
liberation movements around
the world.

Today, on a similar economic
and political basis, China is
emerging as an economic super-
power and Cuba’s social and
cultural achievements exceed
those of almost all developing
and many developed capitalist
countries.

Working people around the
world can now learn from a
wide range of experiences of
winning state power and build-
ing socialism, as the lower stage
of communism.

These include immensely pos-
itive experiences as well as the
failures to resolve problems of
resource allocation, innovation,
productivity and incentives.

Towards the end of Volume |
of Capital, Marx laid bare capi-
talism's fundamental contra-
diction, that between the vast
social character of production
and the private monopoly own-
ership of the means of produc-
tion.

Capitalism’s class system —
dominated by the narrow inter-
ests of a small class of power-

ful shareholders — holds back
further development of society’s
productive forces, which could
be deployed to resolve most
if not all of humanity’s basic
social, economic and environ-
mental problems.

Hence Marx’s belief that the
capitalist mode of production
and its state power would be
overthrown by the growing
revolt of the working class,
which he said was “a class
always increasing in numbers,
and disciplined, united, organ-
ised by the very mechanism of
the process of capitalist produc-
tion itself.”

The working class has indeed
grown since Capital was rst
published — from 300 million
to around 3.4 billion today.
We have 268 million workers
in trade unions a liated to
the World Federation of Trade
Unions or the International Con-
federation of Trade Unions, with
another 322 million in the All-
China Federation.

That makes more than half
a billion organised workers,
more and more of them women
whose additional exploitation
was reported in detail in Vol-
ume | of Capital.

We have the international
communist movement and
other parties and movements
of the left.

Since 1867, the objective
conditions have matured for
abolishing a capitalist mode
of production now character-
ised by global exploitation,
grotesque inequality, parasitic
“ nancialisation,” economic cri-
sis, massive unemployment and
underemployment, imperialist
militarisation and war, forced
mass migrations, food insecu-
rity, undernutrition, environ-
mental degradation, corporate
corruption, energy crisis, glo-
bal warming and destabilised
weather systems.

The urgent necessity for
Marxists and communists in
the 21st century is to ensure
that the subjective conditions
— working-class organisation,
revolutionary leadership and
strategy, political consciousness
— are su cient for the historic
tasks ahead.

QRobert Griths is general sec-
retary of the Communist Party of

Britain.
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Will Germany

buckle unaer
Trump?

VICTOR GROSSMAMonders if the

new US ambassador’s orders to Germ
companies to cease trade with Iran ha
set the tone for the country’s complian

with imperial orders

N recent weeks it seems
like global tensions are
increasing constantly.
Only days after Ben-
jamin Netanyahu’'s press
conference attack on Iran,
Donald Trump tore up the US
copy of the Iran nuclear agree-
ment, only hours later Israel
launched its missile strike in
Syria, with warplanes hitting
Iranian sites around Damascus.

Netanyahu called it a reprisal
for Iranian military attacks
against Israeli positions on the
Golan Heights a day earlier.

Some observers noted that
Israel has frequently red into
Syria in recent months and that
international law and UN deci-
sions view the Golan Heights as
part of Syria, though occupied
by Israel since 1967.

But regardless of any such
niceties, Netanyahu warned:
“I repeat: whoever hits us, we
will hit back sevenfold. And
whoever prepares to strike at
us, we will act to strike at them
beforehand. This is what we
have done, and this is what we
will continue to do.”

The danger of direct con-
frontation between two major
world powers in Syria intensi-
ed. Both control thousands of
nuclear weapons. The Middle
East expert of the International
Crisis Group in Brussels, Heiko
Wimmen, said: “We are getting
closer to the brink.”

With the Trump-Netanyahu
love-knot holding tight, both are
hunting for chances to hoist war
banners, evoke patriotic unity
and thus keep their very shaky
thrones.

And now the Gaza shootings
— and the Jerusalem embassy
provocation. My thoughts
return involuntarily to Hiro-
shima.

What about Germany, the
central pillar of an also shaky
but still very important Euro-
pean Union? It can play a crucial
role in this balancing act.

Since its creation after 1945
it has always been a faithful

associate — some say a vassal
— of US big business interests;
massive trading with entwined
investment and military part-
nership have never been ques-
tioned.

Big German auto-makers
established themselves in the
US, most happily in southern
states with no union interfer-
ence; the war criminal BASF
rm continues to spread chemi-
cals along the US Gulf coast,
Aldi and Lidl have taken their
rivalry to the US while Ama-
zon is pushing out retailers
and exploiting employees in
Germany as energetically as
McDonald’'s and Burger King
have been doing for years. The
Deutsche Bank is busy as ever
on both sides of the Atlantic.

Trans-Atlantic glue is strong,
however, and US trade is a very
big stick.

Powerful interests support
lasting “trans-Atlantic ties”
while Defense Minister Ursula
von der Leyen keeps plugging
her campaign to meet US-Nato
demands for soaring military
spending.

Trans-Atlanti
glue is stron
however, an

big stick

The German Bundeswehr is
never modern enough for her,
its repower within Germany,
Europe (at Russian borders)
and abroad from Mali or Niger
to Afghanistan and Syria never
su ces for what she calls Ger-
man “responsibility” as a world
power.

Barely hidden behind her
snappy appeals for tanks,
planes or drones are the grasp-
ing, gauntleted sts of Raytheon
and Lockheed, Rheinmetall and
Thyssen-Krupp.

Syria and Irag are largely
ruined but the plains, moun-
tains and cities of Iran beckon
more temptingly than ever
after the breach of the Iran
treaty and Sheldon Adelson,
the multibillionaire casino
mogul and a power behind

Trump and Netanyahu,
pposed treaties with Iran
for years.

In October 2013 he said:

hat are we gonna negotiate
about?” and urged the nuclear

bing of an Iranian desert.

en you say: ‘See! The next
one is in the middle of Tehran
... So, we mean business. You
want to be wiped out? Go ahead
and take a tough position and
continue with your nuclear
development.”

Butin Germany other forces
have been re-investing in Iran
and yearn to normalise trade
with Russia.

Airbus planes for Tehran
airlines, chemicals, machines,
fruits and vegetables for Rus-
sia — all kinds of products
were sold there until the US-
commanded sanctions cut the
stream to a trickle.

Will all of Trump’s tari war,
his demands for Nato rearma-
ment, his climate control
withdrawal and the abroga-

, tion of the Iran treaty, end up
with European capitulation or

@i nce?

Many mixed signals

1 including Merkel's occasionally
trade IS a ve ylsurprising criticism of Trump

policy — signal a tug-of-war
in the paneled skyscrapers of

Cartoon: Citizen Chicane

Frankfurt, Munich and Ham-
burg where policies are cooked
up.
Mike Pompeo, Trump’s new
secretary of state, warned all too
clearly: “The sanctions regime
thatis in place now is very clear
on what the requirements are.”

Richard Grenell, the new
far-right US ambassador to Ber-
lin, forgot any diplomacy and
threatened in a tweet: “Ger-
man companies doing busi-
ness in Iran should wind down
operations immediately.” The
same embargo screws used for
decades against anyone trading
with Cuba could be very pain-
ful.

But at rst Western European
leaders criticised Trump's deci-
sion to scrap the nuclear deal
and pledged to uphold their side
of the agreement.

Despite all talk about Trump’s
supposed ties to Vladimir Putin,
US sanctions and hostility
towards Russia and Iran have a
good chance of prevailing.

One German foreign minis-
ter, Frank-Walter Steinmeier,
who had o ered a few rays of
hope for less one-sided obedi-
ence, was kicked upstairs to
the largely ceremonial job of
president. His successor, Sig-
mar Gabriel, after wavering
hesitantly toward detente, was
also ejected — not up but out
altogether!

eiko Maas, the

new foreign

minister, a

Social Demo-

crat, has thus

far displayed
an inclination to move further
rightward than even see-saw-
ing Angela Merkel. His Moscow
meeting, arranged only after
he had jumped aboard every
available anti-Russian wagon,
was unsurprisingly a op.

But unless all signatories
hold together the Iran treaty
is lost, regardless of the conse-
guences. And Theresa May is
already slithering westward.

Resistance has not been a
strong point of the Social Dem-
ocratic Party (SPD) but, with its
poll gures dipping to a shock-
ing all-time low of 18 per cent,
its members are restless.

Simone Lange, the little-
known mayor of northern
Flensburg, and who grew up
in the GDR, took positions well
to the left of party o cialdom.
The treatment she got was
much like that given Bernie
Sanders by the US Democratic
Party.

But the SPD was not the only
party facing inner con ict.
Die Linke (the Left), before
its congress in Leipzig, is still
torn, especially between those
supporting co-chair Katja Kip-
ping and those backing Sahra
Wagenknecht, co-chair of the
Die Linke caucus in the Bun-
destag.

Many issues are at stake.
Anti-refugees rhetoric is a main
tool of the Alternative for Ger-
many (AfD) and its fascistic
allies, also some in Merkel's
so-called Christian Union par-
ties, especially in Bavaria. It has
shoved the country alarmingly
to the right.

The usually more leftist

Wagenknecht has unexpect-
edly implied that Germany
should accept no more people
from abroad than the central
government is willing to assist,
without overburdening towns
and cities at the expense of
local working people. She has
also accepted the expulsion of
those found to be criminal.

Also being debated is a call
by Sahra and her husband
Oskar LaFontaine for a broad
movement, similar to that of
Jean-Luc Melenchon in France,
to stem the fascist tide.

Correctly or not, this idea’s
opponents suspect an attempt
to somehow circumvent and
thus weaken Die Linke with
a possible rival. But the party,
stuck at 9-10 per cent in the
polls, has thus far hardly
reached disappointed or wor-
ried voters and non-voters who
turn to the AfD as the only
“anti-establishment” party.

Can some new movement,
joining Die Linke supporters
with SPD rebels and the right-
ward-drifting Greens, turn the
tide? We will know more dur-
ing the Leipzig congress.

The basic Die Linke dispute
is between those working to
improve life for the citizenry
as members of state govern-
ments, and those further left
who reject the capitalist social
system.

Such rejection means oppo-
sition to the leadership of all
other parties, with no compro-
mises on major questions like
foreign deployment of the Bun-
deswehr. Is this old-fashioned,
dogmatic and self-defeating,
or a necessity if Die Linke is to
remain true to itself?

Which path can best achieve
the two main tasks of ghting
the growing fascist threat and
opposing any move towards
war in Syria, Iran, Ukraine or
elsewhere?

The Leipzig congress in early
June may be a stormy one —
and a crucial one.

tari war, his
demands for
rearmament,
climate control

the Iran treaty
end up with
European
capitulation or
resistance?

~

Will all of Trump

withdrawal and
the abrogation o

Nal
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WEATHER OUTLOOK

TODAY

Most areas will be dry
and chilly under clear
skies. It will be cloudier
in the far east and west,
where low cloud and
fog patches will a ect
coasts especially.

NEXT FEW DAYS

Rain will clear on
Wednesday and it will
feel cooler than recent
days. Otherwise it will
be largely dry and bright,
with some sunshine.

CONTACT US

GENERAL ENQUIRIES
William Rust House

52 Beachy Road,

London E3 2NS
enquiries@peoples-press.com
(020) 8510-0815

(Mon-Fri 10am-5pm)

CIRCULATION
Bernadette Keaveney

CAMPAIGNS
Calvin Tucker

ADVERTISING
Mosh qur Noor
ads@peoples-press.com
(020) 8510-0815 ext. 205

Tell us what you'd like to see
more of in your paper!Email
editorial@peoples-press.com
with your ideas

Fighting Fund

YOU'VE RAISED: WE NEED:

£8,491 £9,50

WELL, we're halfway through
the month but not yet at the
half way point with the Morn-
ing Star’s lifeline — the Fighting
Fund. As I've previously men-
tioned, we have a bank holiday
towards the end of the month
and this usually disrupts the
post, so get those contributions

circulation@peoples-press.com in as soon as possible.

Today'’s total is a very respect-
able £754. If we can keep up

this level of contributions, we
should come in just about right
on target.

The bulk of today’s total
is courtesy of comrades and
friends’ recurring payments and
standing orders — these methods
are by far the best way to make
regular payments, as the £649
from today shows.

Many thanks to the anony-
mous donor who sent in a

cheque for fty quid, we also
recieved £10 from Wake eld
and £20 arrived all the way
from Brandenburg in Germany.

A friend in Crawley sends
ina ver to show how pleased
he is to buy “the only work-
ing-class newspaper” at his
newsagent.

Remember, you can always
get the digital edition on sub-
scription if you have di culty

nding it in the shops.

A St Helens friend sends £20
with the exhortation “the ght
goes on,” and who can disagree
with that?

The ghtdoes go on interna-
tionally for peace and justice
and you can be assured that the
Morning Star will continue to
keep you abreast of these strug-
gles, but we can only do so if
the Fighting Fund hits its target.

campaigns@peoples-press.com

Give by post...

Payable to PPFF to:

Fighting Fund, 52 Beachy Rd, London E3 2NS

phone... and online
From 10am-5pm on morningstaronline.co.uk/
(020) 8510-0815 pages/support-us

DAILY SUDOKU (intermediate)

Solution tomorrow...

endish fun on
Saturday

Yesterday’s sudoku

QUIZMASTER with William Sitwell

TODAY'S QUESTION

1

SUOWWOD aAeaID/|INH ueaun( :did

ANNUAL TREATTameside Whit Friday Brass Band competition
YESTERDAY'S ANSWERS

1. What is the title of Britain’s magicians’
union? Magic Circle

2. Which musical ensembles take part in

the Whit Friday contests in northern The lee side

The Ego and the Id, published
in 1923, is a work by which
well-known psychiatrist?

Which species of butter y,
found in Britain, has yellow
wings with a red dot on each
one?

Which electoral term is
derived from the Latin for
‘white-robed?

England? Brass bands

3. What is the name given to the side of a
mountain that faces away from the wind ?

& radio preview

with Amy Smith

SUPPORT ON THE
COBBLESGrieving
dad Johnny seeks
comfort from Liz

Corrie continues its powerful suicide
storyline with tact and tenderness

IF you are a Corrie fan then

Sou're probably still be shaken

by Aidan’s suicide last Wednes-
day. Suicide is the biggest killer
of men under 45 in Britain with
84 men taking their own lives
each week.

The scriptwriters are treat-
ing this storyline with an
applaudable sensitivity and
tonight on Coronation Street
(7.30pm, 8.30pm ITV) we see
dad Johnny, played by Richard
Hawley, struggle with guilt.
Hawley has revealed that his
performance has been in trib-
ute to a friend whose teenage
son committed suicide. The
actor works with charity A
Band of Brothers to promote
healthy  masculinity and
encourage men to speak out
if they are struggling with
depression.

Between all that emotion,

The Secret Life of the Zod8pm
Channel 4) could provide some
light relief with scenes from
Chester Zoo, the focus isn't on
your typical “cute” animals,
instead naked mole rats, spider
monkeys, deer-pigs and capy-
baras step into the spotlight as
this episode focuses on parent-
ing styles.

Former newsreader James
Naughtie is used to poring
over the most current head-
lines but in Classi ed Britain
(9.30am Radio 4) he turns his
focus to 19th-century papers,
speci cally the classi ed ads
that used to crowd the front
pages, and what they can reveal
about past lives.

Today, he picks the Man-
chester Mercury from August
17 1819, the day after the Peter-
loo massacre, where cavalry
stampeded a pro-democracy

rally, killing 18 and injuring
hundreds.

And yet, readers would have
rst read auction announce-
ments, ads for medicine pat-
ents, rewards for information
on missing people, and what
must have been rather galling,
recruitment notices for special
constables.

James Wroe, the radical edi-
tor of the Manchester Observer,
rst coined the name “Peterloo
massacre” but was convicted
of seditious libel for publish-
ing facts about the clash and
imprisoned for a year.

Finally, the next episode
of Daliso Chaponda: Citizen
of Nowhere (6.30pm Radio 4)
should include some sting-
ing humour as the comedian
explores the often uncomforta-
ble relationship between Africa
and Britain’s charity sector.
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JAZZ ALBUMS WITH CHRIS SEARLE

Crossing continents
from Damascus
to Brussels

Qotob Trio

Entity
(Choux de Bruxelles)

HE HEART blood
of jazz is syncre-
tism — a crucible
of musical forms,
cultures and
peoples. In the
amalgam of sounds from the
Caribbean, Europe, the Ameri-
cas and the Mississippi Delta,
jazz was forged a century ago in
the Louisiana port city of New
Orleans and immediately began
to spread relentlessly outwards
throughout the world.

It keeps happening today in
the most unexpected of loca-
tions. In 2016, young cellist Bassel
Abou Fakher, from a war-ravaged
neighbourhood of Damascus,
found refuge in Brussels.

In his home city he had been
part of a quartet of young musi-
cians including a trumpeter, per-
cussionist and zither player who
had struggled to

ently instinctively and with a
powerful spontaneity.

At the start of that title track
— all the tunes are his compo-
sitions — Abou Fakher’s cello
begins the narrative before
Delneuville enters beside him.
There's a slight pause and a sud-
den much weightier and faster
sound and a tripartite harmony
which expresses the power of
their extraordinary sonic unity,
as if there were many more
instruments being played.

Cone has a mournful open-
ing, with Abou Fakher’s full and
mellow notes pealing from their
wooden womb and you wonder
if this is the same cello that he
played in the war-torn buildings
of his neighbourhood in Damas-
cus. Delneuville’s strongly struck
solo follows, slowing almost to
stillness in exchanges with Abou
Fakher's bowed beauty.

Maris’s accordion begins Epi-
demic with an ironic, tuneful
levity before Delneuville builds
up the intensity with a stream of
fast-paced notes.

keep music alive
in a context of
barbarism and
deathly con ict.
They called
their band Qotob
the Arabic
word for axis
or pivot — and,
using music, they
sought to keep
their people in

As the speed
slackens, Abou
Fakher's cello is
sombre and a sim-
ilar mood opens
the longest track,
the 11 minutes of
Demonstration,
where he plucks
his strings while
Maris's notes sing
out with a tender

accord. They com-

bined Syrian traditional themes
and classical genres with contem-
porary jazz forms and managed
to release an album which they
promoted as a message of unity.

In Brussels, Abou Fakher
Fakher found his way into musi-
cal meetings and jamming ses-
sions and met the pianist and
trumpeter Jean-Baptiste Delneu-
ville, who had a deep interestin
jazz and classical music as well
as Balkan, Gypsy and Middle
Eastern forms.

They joined with Piet Maris,
the Belgian accordion and guitar
virtuoso from Meerbeke, who is
also a committed campaigner for
the rights of refugees, to form
a Brussels-based reincarnation
of Qotob. It became “a platform,
a pole, a point of reference for
musicians to meet and commu-
nicate through music.”

The trio played at benet
events for refugee action, includ-
ing at a large-scale celebration
of the UN Human Rights Day in
Brussels in December 2016.

Uncannily, the three make
melodies and improvise as if
they have been musical con-
freres all through their very
di erent lives.

On the album’s opener Yara,
they create and invent notes
with their phrases rising, fall-
ing, pausing and increasing
and decreasing pace appar-

serenity.

Delneuville’s playing is some-
times reminiscent of Bill Evans,
at others of the muscular sound
of Errol Garner. The steps seem
to be heavier, more forced and
determined, as Delneuville’s key-
board passion moves to a climax
of excitation.

His notes carry a resolute
timbre at the outset of Resistors
before the re ective piano and
cello duo guides you to think
of Syrians in their own land or
as refugees in an unwelcoming
Europe.

This music embraces them all
with a powerful empathy.

Al Ruba begins with an echo-
ing solo cello before Delneu-
ville and Maris add their word-
less voices to their keyboards.
On the nal track is Onec, the
three instrumental sounds seem
to coalesce across continents to
become one.

As Delneuville says of their
Brussels encounter, prompted
by sheer serendipity and chance:
“The values of sincerity and the
search for beauty are universal,
far outweighing di erences of
origin, culture and life journey.

“The balance between us
speaks of these values, which are
indispensable in today’s complex
and constantly changing world.”

Certainly Entity is a record to
savour, as well as one to provoke
similarly deep re ection.

FILM REVIEWS

WITH less emphasis on glam-
our and red carpet, Cannes got
0 to an unusually strong start
with one of the most substan-
tial opening Ims in years.

Asghar Farhadi's Everybody
Knowss a tense Spanish-lan-
guage kidnapping drama star-
ring Penelope Cruz and Javier
Bardem in which Laura (Cruz)
returns to Spain to attend her
sister’'s wedding in a rural com-
munity where everyone’s lives
are intermingled in innumer-
able ways.

The nuptials, involving the
whole village, are suddenly
plunged into darker territory
when, during a power cut, Lau-
ra’'s daughter is kidnapped and
the repercussions are intrigu-
ingly tangled.

One character after another
has a motive for the crime and
the trauma reignites smoulder-
ing resentments, bringing long-
buried secrets to the surface
and leaving all the characters
with a sense of guilt. It's arich
story, with weighty themes and
beautiful performances from
its charismatic stars Cruz and
Bardem.

Another strong entry was
Ukrainian-Russian director Ser-
gei Loznitsa’'s Donbasslts focus
is life in eastern Ukraine, one
of the most troubled regions in
contemporary Europe, where a
nation is falling apart.

Shot entirely in the town of
Krivoy Rog, the Imis a sharp
denunciation of Putin’s Russia,

,Reel concerns at Cannes Film Festival

particularly the unscrupulous
relationship  between the
state and the media. A power-
ful satire that reaches beyond
regional politics.

Egyptian  director AB
Shawky’s Yomeddinépictured)
is a remarkable road movie
about an unlikely pair of out-
casts eeing a leper colony and
an orphanage.

The two vividly drawn cen-
tral characters — Beshay (Rady
Gamal), a 40-year-old leper who

makes his living scavenging
on a giant rubbish dump and
Obama (Ahmed Abdelha z), an
energetic and stubborn orphan
—carry the Im from the open-
ing shot.

When Beshay decides to
return to his birthplace and
reconnect with his family,
Obama goes with him and a
captivating Im unfolds. It
visits a land rarely featured in
Western cinema and captures
its magic and history to stun-

ning e ect, a ording dignity
and beauty to a people forgot-
ten by the rest of the world.

The strongest entry in the
competition so far has been
Polish Im-maker Pawel Paw-
likowski's beautifully made
Cold War.

It's a totally original story
of the passionate love a air
between a fatally mismatched
couple in 1950s Poland and is
a pleasure to watch.

RITA DI SANTO

PREVIEW

Playing

HE SEVEN plays
in this book are
about class-con-
scious workers
who recognise that they have
the power to change society,”
says GFTU general secretary
Doug Nicholls of Workers’
Playtime. “That did not exist
until workers created it and
it resides in collective action
and an indomitable sense of
justice.”

He'll be at the northern
launch of the book, organ-
ised by the Mary Quaile Club,
on May 19 at Manchester’'s
Three Minute Theatre. Man-
chester Shakespeare

with class consciousness

BERNADETTE HYLANEports on the northern

launch of a unique collection of working-class pl

House Forte when their Jar-
row-born shop steward was
unfairly suspended and
Out! On the Costa del Trico,
which recounts the battle at
a window-screen wiper fac-
tory when a group of women
won their battle for equal
pay in 1976.

One of the Trico strikers,
Sally Groves, will speak at
the launch and believes it
very important for dispute

to be remembered.

Company are drama-
tising excerpts from
the plays, including
Dare to Be Free by
Jane McNulty which
commemorates the
life and activity of

“Firstly we won
more than equal
pay after the nego-
tiations were com-
pleted. The strike
speaks to people
today — about what

Manchester-Irish
trade unionist Mary Quaile
while drawing links with
today'’s fast-food strikers.
Also being staged are
extracts from Kathleen
McCreery's The Chamber-
maids, the story of a group
of Grosvenor House Hotel
chambermaids who in 1979
took on catering giant Trust

you can achieve if
you stick together as work-
ers, get your union behind
you and, most importantly,
don't give up!”

Workers’ Playtime brings
to life such stories of people
who dared to challenge injus-
tice at work and in society at
large. Some of them won and
all are part of a rich radical

culture. As Nicholls says: “We
are not going to rebuild and
transform Britain without
stirring the imagination
and reconnecting with the
con dence and struggles of
our predecessors.

“Live theatre is one of the
best ways of doing this and
all of the plays we have col-

lected speak vividly to us
today, reminding us of the
heroism and achievements
and living relevance of those
who fought before.”

The launch takes place on
May 19 at 6pm at Three Minute
Theatre. Booking is essential at
maryquaileclub@gmail.com
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Wit and wisdom from a monstrous regiment of women poet

NE of the best poetic
debuts of the last
couple of years was
Hera Lindsay Bird’s
eponymous collection with Vic-
toria University Press. Her latest
pamphlet Pamper Me to Hell &
Back from Smith/Doorstop reads
as DVD extras to that rst book.
Lindsay Bird writes about
the hollowness of the world
she nds herself in with wit and
verve. The poems are crafted,
stylish and very funny. Her
poems are exquisitely ironic
tchotchkeleh — either side of
a mirror too mottled to see
yourselfin.
You know where the open-

ing poem Bruce Willis You Are
the Ghost is going — everyone
does, apart from Bruce Willis
— and Lindsay Bird, as in all
her work, makes it a playful
journey. Much gurlesque poetry
misses the humour of life and
situation and though there're
whispers of Chelsey Minnis and
Franny Choi here, Lindsay Bird
knows that a puzzle can be a
toy as much as a question, and
makes it her own.

She is from New Zealand and
has arare British reading at the
launch of the Saboteur Awards
on May 18 at East London's n-
est arts club Vout-O-Renees, on
Prescot Street in Aldgate. I'll see

you there over the best espresso
martini in the business. Awards
are where we all stare into the
void.

Scotland's lona Lee has nally
got a pamphlet out, this one
also eponymous — is it the
new thing? lona’s is with Poly-
gon New Poets and an assured
start it is.

She is one of the sharpest of
the young Scottish poets gig-
ging at the moment. Porky the
Poet, who always has talented
guest spots at his Edinburgh
Festival shows, had the lass gig-
ging with him for a week last
year and top drawer she was too.
Lee puts work into her writing

and doesn't buy into the myth
of the spoken-word scene. She
looks after the words and the
words look after her.

Her collection has some dark-
ness to it, she is young and Scot-
tish after all, but ultimately it’s
a celebration of living. As Lee
knows, celebrations don't last
forever — we celebrate the
good because we live through
the bad. There’s always the hard
to ee. The stand-out poem, Wet
Hot Happiness, ends:

“Oh to be this safe and warm,/
and this happy! This naked/and
this nothing/and everything

all at once./Oh to wake up and
want/To keep on living.”

Also cutting the mustard
on the live circuit currently is
Knottla lass Toria Garbutt, an
altogether darker a air. There’s
spark and triumph in her poetry
and it's the triumph of winning
the ght.

Her book The Universe and
Me is published by Wrecking
Ball Press, who have been turn-
ing out some top-drawer collec-
tions over the last few years,
Adelle Stripe and the delightful
Dean Wilson's especially so.

A shout rather than a whis-
per, Garbutt's poems are in-
yer-face northern. There’'s a
lot of rhyme here that often
works ne live but can fall

on the page. Despite this, the
speed and power of her words
power through: “Where t'words

are still on t'wall/From 1984/
THATCHER FUCKED US UP.”

The rst poem Subway makes
clear what she’s saying through-
out. Garbutt’s line breaks carry
through the insolence and pas-
sion of what she’s putting down.
It's as though Rupi Kaur had
been written by Todd Moore and
then kicked in the arse.

While Lindsay Bird toys with
ennui, Garbutt takes the black
of the nothingness so many
working-class people have been
crushed into, dips her pen into
it and scrawls de ance.

EXHIBITION REVIEW

Spirit of '68
revisited

NICK WRIGHEcommends
an exhibition of artworks
marking a turbulent year

London: 1968
Tate Britain, London

UCKED away in

a side room adja-

cent to the Tate

Britain  gallery

where the paint-

ings of the early
20th century anti-war artist
Mark Gertler are displayed —
always worth a viewing — is
an interesting exhibition of
artworks, political ephemera,
manifestos and posters that
take us back to 1968.

It's an eclectic mix, with a
wall of sculptural pieces includ-
ing artworks from the 1969 ICA
exhibition When Attitudes
Become Form.

On the opposite wall to this
small but illuminating selec-
tion of works which, at the
time, were regarded as daringly
radical is an almost complete
display of agitational posters
from the pioneering Camden
Poster Workshop.

This was a very productive
collective set up

willingly lent its primitive but

e ective equipment and the
design skills of its collective to
a wide range of strikes, occupa-
tions, tenants campaigns and
anti-racist actions (see poster-
workshop.co.uk).

At the opening of the show |
came across workshop veteran
Peter Dukes, who assembled
this valuable display, talking to
a couple of veterans from the
Hornsey College of Art occupa-
tion and viewing Diana Hol-
land’s 1969 Im which revisited
the art student protests of a year
earlier, recreating something of
the atmosphere and rehearsing
many of the innovative ideas
that bubbled up during the
nationwide series of art school
strikes and occupations (see
player.b .org.uk).

The show includes a fairly
comprehensive selection of
tracts, declarations and dis-
cussion documents of the
Hornsey occupation and the
short-lived but fertile Movement
for Rethinking Art and Design
Education that followed.
Revisiting these

in 1968 under the
impetus of the stu-
dent protest move-
ment of that year
and inspired by the
Atelier  Populaire
in Paris. It rapidly
acquired a repu-
tation for taking
working-class pro-
test seriously and

events after 50
years unlocks a
treasury of memo-
ries of the people
involved, the vari-
ous dramas and
the deeply serious
discussions  that
unpicked the fab-
ric of Britain’s dys-
functional system

of art and design education
and burst through the detail of
a local dispute to engage, with
great seriousness, government
itself and the educational policy
establishment.

Out of the 1968 time frame,
but well within its emotional
range, is Ruth Ewan’s modi ed
analogue clock (2011) which fol-
lows the 1793 French revolution-
ary reworking of time to a deci-
mal metre. Each day of 10 hours,
each hour of 100 minutes each
minter of 100 seconds.

Otherwise, there are
instances of deep frivolity
on display, replete with self-
indulgent rhetoric and ultra-left
phrasemongering. The passage
of time and events have punc-
tured the radical pretensions of
some of the protagonists, but
the dominant impression is of
a period in which ossi ed struc-
tures of thought and education,
unresponsive structures of man-
agement and government and
the slow accretion of discon-
tents produced a series of rup-
tures and opened up new pos-
sibilities of thought and action.

Capturing some of these, as
does this show, does not give us
a full analytical picture, but it
does convey something of the
spirit of those times.

Runs until October 31, openin

times: tate.org.uk
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TOWN PLANNING

Desperate housing crisis
needs socialist solution

THE ARTICLE by Stefan Muth-
esius on council housing tower
blocks in post-war Britain (M
Star May 9) was very informa-
tive on why their use grew in
the 20th century. But it missed
one crucial reason for the
choice of tower blocks over low-
rise development. When the
post-war Labour government
developed its plans for rehous-
ing in the devastated cities it
chose a route of modernising
the community centres to link
in with low-rise housing as pre-
viously existed, or alternatively
building New Towns.

However, when Harold Mac-
millan took over as minister
of housing in 1951 he made a
promise to build 300,000 new
houses per annum in Britain
to solve the housing problem.
He handed over this task to the
major building contractors like
Wimpey and McAlpine. Inter-
estingly, they had studied
at rst-hand how the Soviet
Union was tackling this prob-
lem and saw that by using
tower cranes they could lift
whole prefabricated sections
of ats, one above the other,
in layers rising to heights of
up to 20 storeys, eliminating
the need for traditional wet
construction.

This idea was taken back to
the UK and used to build tower
blocks not only on destroyed
areas but also on open land

CAPTURING CHANGHew council housing tower blocks overlook the narrow cobbled sgeats th

swiftly replacing in Salford, 1967

and, eventually, on the sites
of demolished Victorian back-
to-back working-class houses.
Communist architects opposed
this solution but both Labour
and Conservative governments
continued with this process,
leading to the social disasters
of the 1960s.

High-rise housing only suited
the rich. Restoring and upgrad-
ing the old pre-war terrace hous-

ing was left to the new profes-
sional middle class, who could
buy this housing cheaply. Gen-
tri cation was the buzzword.
Now that we are in a housing
crisis again, it is important to
learn the lessons of these 20th
century failures. The Right to
Buy must be repealed and all
new council housing should be
for controlled rents only.
Socialist town planning is

needed again, and any new
Labour government should
immediately commit itself to
tackling this, not in conjunc-
tion with greedy developers
but by working with archi-
tects, planners and building
trade unions, to create new t
for purpose housing using mod-
ern, rapid erection techniques.
JEAN TURNER
Kingston upon Thames

ESTABLISHMENT

Royal wedding is excuse
to maintain status quo

SOCIALISTS should have
no truck with royal births
or weddings. Anyone who
engages positively with
any aspect of monarchical
“culture” is a credulous
sycophant t only for suck-
ing up to the aristocracy.
This includes self-indulgent
“ironic” or “satirical”
engagement as much as
enthusiastic ag waving.
The ruling class that puts
on its party clothes and gets
out the bunting for royal
weddings is the same ruling
class that in this century
alone has invaded and
destroyed Afghanistan, Iraq
and Libya, has invested eye-
watering sums in trying to
overthrow the government
of Syria, is preparing for
war with Iran, has starved
the NHS of resources,
condemns thousands of
people to a miserable life
and a premature death on
the streets of our cities,
drives thousands of hungry
citizens to food banks and

has turned a once-great
manufacturing economy
into an o shore casino run
entirely in the interest of
spivs, speculators and neo-
liberal carpetbaggers.

The royal family is as
much a part of this system
of oppression as Tory Cabi-
net ministers, banks, arms
manufacturers, oil compa-
nies and deep state intel-
ligence agencies. Socialism
cannot ourish without the
clear air of republicanism.

CHRIS REA
Moston

HAV
Write

(upto 300 wo
to the address
above

CLIMATE CRISIS

Hunt for ecosocialist
Marxists continues

| WOULD like to add my voice
to Steve Deeming, who asks a
pertinent question: Where in
the UK are the interpreters of
Marx as an ecosocialist? (M Star
May 10).

Not even in the recent spe-
cial Marx 200 edition of the
Morning Star was there any
acknowledgement of the impor-
tant developments in Marxism
over the past 30 years related to
ecological crises in general, and
the current crisis in particular.

A recent outstanding example
of such work is Marx And The
Earth: An Anti-Critique by John
Bellamy Foster and Paul Bur-
kett, published in 2016. Has it
even been reviewed in the Star?

In a recent article “Why is
there always an economic crisis
of some sort?” (M Star, Febru-
ary 19), Professor Mary Davis
made not a single mention of
the world environmental crisis
or of the political and economic
interrelatedness of environ-
mental and economic crises.

In contrast, Alan Simpson’s
article “The drift into climate

crisis” (M Star May 2) was a
model synthesis of economic
and environmental perspec-
tives.

Particular attention should
be given to developments in
China. Chinese interest in eco-
logical Marxism has grown in
the last 30 years, and become
an important part of contem-
porary Marxism in China. Sig-
ni cantly, the development of
an “ecological civilisation” was
listed as one of the ve goalsin
the country’s overall develop-
ment plan at the 18th National
Congress of the Communist
party of China in 2012, when
XiJinping was elected general
secretary of the CPC Central
Committee.

Steve Deeming says global
warming — driven by monopoly
capitalism — is of prime impor-
tance. Yet the environmental
crisis is about so much more
than this. Come on UK Marx-
ists: admit that the waters
around you have grown!

PHIL CLEGG

Addingham

Readers &

Supporters

EVENTS

COATBRIDGE— Lanarkshire Readers
and Supporters Morning Star sale:
Every Saturday outside Asda. Call
Ronnie on 07906 195-404.

DUMFRIES— Morning Star saleEve-
ry Saturday from noon at the Mid-
steeple. New readers and sellers
welcome. Call Stuart on 07780
804-561.

DUMFRIES— Readers and Support-
ers meetings: New members wel-
come. Email stuart.hyslopl@hot-
mail.co.uk for details.

DUNDEE— Morning Star sale:First
Saturday of every month at
11.30am at Brooksbank Clock,
Murraygate. Ring Raymond Men-
nie on 07894 901-688.
EDINBURGH— Regular Morning Star
sale: Every Saturday at the bottom

of the Mound, noon to 2pm.
GLASGOW-— Morning Star saleEve-
ry Saturday, 1-4pm, at Buchanan
Street stall (opposite Gordon
Street).

LEICESTER— RSG:Contact dav-
e29wilford@hotmail.com or 0116
2897-975, or davidgrove20@
gmail.com or 01780 238-463. We
hope to reinstate regular meetings

this year.

LONDON — Regular Readers and
Supporters meeting: Contact Mary
on 07719 383-322 or email lon-
donmorningstargroup@gmail.
com.

LONDON— Communist University in
South London: Marxist study and
research. 7.30pm on the third
Thursday of every month at Ruskin
House, 23 Coombe Road, Croydon
CRO 1BD. communistuniversity.

GRAHAM STEVENSON
explores the Star archives

wordpress.com,  cuisl@commu-
nist-party.org.uk.

MANCHESTER— Entertainer: If any
readers’ groups run fundraisers
and need a performer, they can al-
ways contact Dave Puller on 07815
006-671 or email d.puller@ntl-
world.com.

NORFOLK AND SUFFOLK- Readers
and Supporters Group: Sean Me-
leady: 07758 145-671 and email
smelea@hotmail.co.uk.

NORTH DEVON— Morning Star sale:
Every Saturday: Contact G Sables

on gerrard.sables@phonecoop.
coop.

PONTYPRIDD— The EU and Brexit:
Which way now for the labour
movement? With Rob Gri ths and

Plaid Cymru speaker invited. Thurs-
day June 14, 7.30pm at Clwb y Bont.
SHEFFIELD — Regular Star sales
pitch: Thursdays and Saturdays,

She eld city centre — contact
symorningstar@gmail.com for
details.

SHROPSHIRE— Regular paper sales:
Call Jim, 07896 976-833. Email
shropsmorningstar@gmail.com.

SWINDON— Paper sale:Every Sat-
urday. If you can help, contact

Pete at jackobadenski@yahoo.

com.

WEST DUNBARTONSHIRE— Meet-
ing: 7pm at Dumbarton Concorde
Centre, Thursday June 14. Mobilis-
ing working class unity between
trade unions and the community.
Speakers Tam Kirby, Jennifer Mc-
Carey, Dave Moxham (invited).
Chair: Margaret Wood West Dun-
bartonshire Unite

80 YEARS AGO TODA

Church opens crypt as bomb shelte

THE Daily Worker

of May 16 1938
revealed that a church
crypt in Bristol was to
become an air raid shelter
in an angry gesture
by Reverend Frederick
Charles V Vyvyan-Jones
(1903-1990), rector of St.
Michael the Archangel,
Bristol. In an interview
with the Daily Worker,
he committed himself
to convert the ancient
crypt in order to protect
life, believing that “the
government’s policy of
rearmament” was hypo-
critical.

“A government which
does not devote the same
energy to providing
shelters for the civilian
population as it does to
the purchase of arms is
obviously insincere ...
rearmament seeks to pro
tect property and vested
interests, and not life.”

Much of it was under-
ground, with walls and
ceiling three-foot thick.
Over 500 people could
be accommodated and
food and medical sup-
plies would be stored in
a project wholly paid for
by public appeal. Those
constructing the shelter

had already discerned
that relevant Home

O ce design guidance
and training was very
de cient.

Bristol Labour Party
had even unanimously
endorsed the United
Peace Alliance “to clear
out the national govern-
ment, and end non-
intervention as the best
guarantee of air raid
precautions, and a victory
for the Spanish people.”

Sadly, Bristol city centre
was heavily bombed in
December 1940 and a total
of 256 people were killed,
and 229 people injured.
The interior of St Michael's
and other building on the
hill were destroyed but
much of the walls of the
church remain to this day.
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QMEN'’'S RUGBY LEAGUE

MAKINSON BLOWN
BY TEAMMATE BARB

by Our Sports Desk

ST HELENS winger Tommy
Makinson said yesterday that
he is sometimes blown away
by the skills of Australian
teammate Ben Barba, who has
taken Super League by storm
in 2018.

Barba, whose superlative
attacking play has helped
Saints set a hot pace at the top
of the league, will showcase his
talent in north-east England on
Saturday on the opening day of
the Magic Weekend.

The former Cronulla, Bris-
bane and Canterbury Bulldogs
full-back, a rm favourite to be
crowned Man of Steel in his

rst full season in England, has
drawn admirers from across
the sport and they include his
own teammates.

“A lot of people have been
asking what it's like to play
with him and it's fantastic,”
said Makinson.

“He’s especially helped the
back three massively and we
can only thank him for that.

“People see what he’s like on
the eld but o the eld he’s
helped our game endlessly.
If anyone wants advice, he's
always there to give it, he’'s a
great lad.

“And he’s pretty special on
the eld as well. He blows you
away sometimes. You see some
of the things he does and it does

take you aback, you're behind
him thinking: ‘I'm glad I'm not
playing against this guy.’

“It's good to have him in our
team instead of someone else’s.
It's a pleasure to play with him,
hopefully he can carry on doing
it for the foreseeable future.”

Barba scored a hat-trick of
tries in Saints’ 36-18 Challenge
Cup win at Castleford last Sat-
urday and created others for
three-quarters Regan Grace
and Ryan Morgan.

Playing alongside the mercu-
rial Barba has helped Makinson
nd the best form of his career

and he is hoping that pays o
with a call-up for England’s
mid-season Test against New
Zealand in Denver.

“I'd be lying if | said | wasn't,”
said Makinson, 26, who is one
of three uncapped players in
England coach Wayne Bennett's
elite training squad.

“I feel I'm in the best shape
I've ever been in, this is the
fastest I've been for a while
and the time is right for me, |
just feel I'm in a good team and
playing my best rugby.

“If that England shout comes,
I'll take it with both hands.

“But if you look around the
league, there’'s so many good
centres, wingers, full-backs
nowadays.

“Whatever happens I'll be
proud of my season up to date
but I've got to keep pushing
on.”

QMEN’S RUGBY LEAGUE

Suspensions galore for the Magic Wee

by Our Sports Desk

ANTHONY MULLALLY of
Leeds, Kyle Amor of St Hel-
ens and Hull's Bureta Faraimo
are all set to miss the Magic
Weekend through suspen-
sion.

Front row forward Mullally
has been give a two-match pen-
alty notice for four incidents of
illegal use of his knees during
the Rhinos’ 23-20 win over his
old club Widnes in their Chal-
lenge Cup sixth-round tie last
Friday.

It means he will miss Satur-

day’s Grand Final rematch with
Castleford in Newcastle.
Winger Faraimo, who was
sento for the second time this
season in Hull's 38-20 win at
Featherstone for a high tackle,
has received a two-match pen-
alty notice, ruling him out of
Sunday’s Hull derby at St James’
Park and the Black and Whites’
trip to Warrington in Super
League the following week.
Teammate Josh Gri n, one
of six players sin-binned during
the sixth-round tie last Thurs-
day, was cleared to play in the
Magic Weekend after being
charged with a minor grade-A

o ence of punching.

Hull KR forward Danny
Tickle can also play in the
derby after his dismissal for
punching against Wigan on
Sunday was adjudged to be a
grade-A o ence.

Forward Amor will have to
sit out Saturday’s opening game
against Widnes after receiving
a one-match penalty notice for
a grade-B dangerous tackle in
Saints’ cup win at Castleford.

Meanwhile, Featherstone
centre Misi Taulapapa has been
given a two-match penalty
notice for a tackle o the ball
during the Hull cup-tie.

Taulapapa avoided a yellow
card for the o ence but was
charged by the Rugby Football
League’s match-review panel,
which also gave Rovers forward
Gareth Hock a one-match ban
for punching.

Toronto forward Andrew
Dixon, who was sent o for
punching during his side's
66-10 defeat at Warrington,
avoided a ban after the panel
deemed the o ence to be at the
lowest end of the tari .

Leigh prop Jamie Acton was
given a caution for a dangerous
tackle in his side’'s 22-10 win
over Salford.

QMEN’'S FOOTBALL

Safe-standing rails being
Installed at New Meadow

SHREWSBURY have begun
work to install safe-
standing rail seats at New
Meadow.

The League One club
will become the rstin
England and Wales to
provide safe standing,
with 555 rail seats being
installed in the ground’s
south stand.

“It's going to hopefully
help the atmosphere
going forward and |
think you could see with
the south stand that the
acoustics worked so well,”
Shrewsbury’s chief execu-
tive Brian Caldwell said.

“Hopefully, having
that big body of support

behind the south stand,
cheering the team on,
will help us in the long
term as well.

“We were trending on
Twitter and we have been
trending before with safe
standing, so it's good for
the town as well that we
are putting Shrewsbury
on the map.”

The pilot scheme has
been supported by the
English Football League
and was given the go-
ahead by the Sports
Grounds Safety Authority
(SGSA), the government
agency set up to regulate
stadiums after the 1989
Hillsborough disaster.

QMEN’S FOOTBALL: BOURNEMOUTH

Howe: New grounc
IS needed to reap
top- ight rewards

by Our Sports Desk

BOURNEMOUTH manager
Eddie Howe said yesterday that
anew stadium is “the only way”

he club can rgap the bene ts
k@rﬁ mier League.
h secured a 2-1
win at Burnley on the nal day
of the season to nish 12th in
what was their third successive
Premier League campaign.

Howe steered the team out of
the bottom three at Christmas
to a comfortable nish as more
established clubs dropped out
of the top ight.

But, with Dean Court hold-
ing just 11,360 spectators, Howe
feels a new stadium — as well
as the planned new training
ground — can be a lasting
legacy from the current era.

“For me that’s the only way
we can go now,” the 40-year-
old said.

“We must have a tangible,

long-term thing to look back
at and go: ‘That was what the
Premier League did for us.’

“The training ground, the
new stadium — that’s where
this club has to go for the long-
term benets, otherwise we
will never see the bene ts of
the Premier League era.

“We've focused a lot on the
team and on what you see out
on the pitch, but | think the
infrastructure of the club is a
must.

“That will serve us so well in
10, 15, 20, 30 years, and that's
what | really believe the club
must focus on.”

Howe also feels new facili-
ties will also make it easier to
attract players to the club.

“It's tough to recruit players
when we're playing in the sta-
dium that we are,” he added.

“The training ground, as
beautiful as it is, the size, the
lack of space — again that’s a
di culty for us.”
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Second man
dies while
on tour of
Sri Lanka

A SECOND player from a
British rugby club visit-
ing Sri Lanka died yester-
day, two days after being
admitted to hospital
1| with breathing di cul-
ties, police said.

Tom Baty, 27, and

by Our Sports Desk

JOE HART'S World Cup dreams
appear to have gone up in smoke
as Gareth Southgate prepares to
name the England squad bound
for Russia.
Months of speculation, scrutiny and
intrigue come to a head this afternoon,
when the 23 men charged with taking
on the world’s best this summer
are revealed.
Their delight will con-
trast markedly with
the disappointment
of those missing
out, with Hart —
comfortably Eng-
land’s most expe-
rienced player —
said to have missed
the cut.

Despite the
75-cap goalkeep-
er's struggles for

form and game-time,
Southgate spoke
glowingly about his
professionalism and
leadership  when
third- ddle to Jordan
Pickford and Jack But-
land in March's inter-
national meet-up.
The England man-
ager also underlined
the importance of
the West Ham loa-
nee’s role in get-
ting his country
to the World
Cup and just

last August called the criticised shot-
stopper the country’s “best goalkeeper.”

But Burnley’s Nick Pope has report-
edly usurped him in the pecking order
after Southgate called Hart on Monday
to tell him he would not be in the squad
heading to Russia.

Itis a bold — and no doubt di cult
— call, but Southgate said in March
that he was being “really straight with
him throughout” the selection process.

“Joe’s professionalism has been bril-
liant with us,” the England boss said
after the March friendlies. “He’s always
performed well for us.

“We had the best defensive record
in Europe in qualifying.

“This week, even though he knew
he wasn't going to be involved in the
games, he’s been a positive in uence
on the other players.”

That praise appeared to make Hart's
place safe, so his apparent omission
raises questions as to whether South-
gate has any wildcards up his sleeve.

Uncapped Trent Alexander-Arnold’s
promising campaign has put him in
with a shout of making a World Cup
squad that fellow Liverpool defender
Joe Gomez looked set to join until
undergoing ankle surgery.

Al e Mawson, an unused member
of the squad in March, is also out after
going under the knife, so it will be
interesting to see whether Southgate
recalls the likes of Gary Cabhill, Chris
Smalling and Michael Keane to bolster
his three-man defence.

Tottenham right-back Kieran Trippier
looks likely to overcome a knee complaint
and Southgate’s decision at left-back looks
tough given his desire for versatility and
the competition for that role.

Liverpool's Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain
was surely one of the “19 or 20" play-
ers that Southgate said in March had
sealed their place in the 23, only for a
season-ending knee injury to increase
the manager’s mid eld headache.

Jack Wilshere has not played for his
country since the Euro 2016 exit to Ice-
land but was in line to start against the
Netherlands in March before injury put
his World Cup hopes in jeopardy.

Newcastle’s Jonjo Shelvey has per-
formed well recently but last donned
the Three Lions shirt in November
2015. Adam Lallana, England’s player
of the year in 2016, is a tness doubt,
although Ruben Loftus-Cheek is an
exciting option.

The squad will be drawn from the
privately submitted long list of 35
handed to Fifa and, while the world
governing body does not need it whit-
tled down until June 4, Southgate will
name the 23 to strip unnecessary anxi-
ety and pressure from preparations.

Southgate’s choices will be pawed
over at a press conference at Wembley
tomorrow, when the process will be
in focus as well as his plans for the
captaincy and goalkeeper in Russia.

The majority of players will meet up
on Monday as World Cup preparations
get under way, although Manchester
United and Chelsea players will be
given an extended break after the
FA Cup nal, as will Liverpool's play-
ers after the Champions League nal
against Real Madrid.

England have warm-up friendlies
against Nigeria at Wembley on June 2
and Costa Rica in Leeds on June 7, with
the Group G opener against Tunisia on
June 18.

QMEN'’S CYCLING

his teammate Thomas
Howard, 26, were admit-
ted to hospital with
breathing di culties

on Sunday. Howard died
shortly afterwards.

The 22-strong party
from Durham City
arrived in Sri Lanka last
Thursday and played a
friendly against a local
club on Saturday. The
two fell ill the following
morning.

Howard'’s post-mortem
examination yesterday
did not show any injury
or iliness to have caused
his death. The judicial
medial o cer gave an
open verdict and sent
samples for further
analysis.

ON

QBASEBALL: MLB, Arizona Diamol
backs v Milwaukee Brewers —
Sport/ESPN 8.30pm; Washingto
Nationals v New York Yankees —
Sport/ESPN 12am (Thu).
QBASKETBALL: NBA play-o s, Ho
ston Rockets v Golden State Warrig
— BT Sport 1 2am (Thu).
QCRICKET: Indian Premier Leag
Mumbai Indians v Kings XI Punjab
Sky Sports Main Event & Sky Spo|
Cricket 3pm.

QCYCLING: Giro d’ltalia — Euros|
1 12pm. Tour of California — Euros
1 10pm.

QFOOTBALL: Europa League n
Marseille v Atletico Madrid — BT Sp|
2 7pm. Sky Bet League One play-
semi- nal, Rotherham v Scunthorp
— Sky Sports Main Event 7.30pm|
QHORSE RACING: Coverage of D
Festival at York — ITV4 2pm.
QTENNIS: WTA, Internazionali B
d’ltalia— BT Sport 1 10am. ATP, Ita
Open — Sky Sports Main Event 11
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Obree: Vital to talk about mental health to break StiSSEEEEAEL

SPEAKING UPGraeme Obree

by Our Sports Desk The Scot does not advise — geous’ and ‘extreme, but it's ~ Herne Hill, earning sponsor- DOCTOR CROSS
he says some of his actions are very e ective.” ship and, eventually, a place York 5:35 (nap)
not medically recommended — Speaking during Mental on the Great Britain team. BANKSEA

HE WAS a trailblazer on the and maintains the battle with Health Awareness Week, Obree “If Herne Hill had not been York 2:20

bike and Graeme Obree con-
tinues to challenge norms o it.

The 52-year-old, nicknamed
“The Flying Scotsman,” once
grappled with depression and
attempted suicide.

Now Obree, who twice held
the world hour record and
twice won the individual pur-
suit world title, does not turn to
drugs — prescription or alcohol
— after seeking an alternative.

He has written a survivor’s
guide to the iliness, being self-
published as an ebook soon,
and many seek his counsel.

the demons is an individual
one, without a single solution.

“It's called change or die. |
changed,” Obree said. “It’s all
very well talking about mental
health but it’s the creation of a
credible alternative.

“I didn’'t actually have a prob-
lem, what | had was a solution.
Depression and suicide were a
solution. Alcohol was a solu-
tion. It wasn't a problem.

“l just removed all of the
behaviour and replaced it.
That’s not recommended.

“People go: ‘That's outra-

is pleased barriers are being bro-
ken down and mental health is
more openly discussed.

“It's a dicult eld but it’s
good people talk about it. The
more people talk about it,
the more it helps remove the
stigma.”

Obree said he now lives in
the moment but he re ected
on 25 years previous during a
recent visit to the Herne Hill
Velodrome in south London.

Obree pioneered positions
on a bike to maximise aerody-
namics and showcased these at

here, then | may not have bro-
ken the world hour record
because | wouldn't have had
a facility to showcase what |
could do,” Obree said.

Farringdon’s Doublg

Houseman'’s Choice

SIR DANCEALOT
York 3:30
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