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TORY BRITAIN: 
PAY MORE AND 
GET LESSCorbyn hammers May’s 

austerity era ahead of 
local council elections

by Lamiat Sabin

JEREMY CORBYN launched a blis-
tering attack on the government 
ahead of the local elections today by 
warning voters that they will “pay 
more to get less” under the Tories.

Voters will head to the polls 
throughout the course of today 
in 150 council areas in England. 
There are also six mayoral contests.

The Labour leader used Prime 
Minister’s Questions yesterday to 
recite a laundry list of problems 
a� ecting local authorities that 
have seen budgets almost halved 
since 2010.

He described the government’s 
record on Britain’s economy as a 
“failure” and said that Ms May was 
“in denial” over the “damaging” 
e� ects of funding cuts on schools.

And he trashed Ms May’s claim 
that people pay less council tax 
under the Tories as he pointed 
to rises of more than 5 per cent 
across the country.

Mr Corbyn added that violent and 
fatal crime rates were at their high-
est in cities like London because 
there are now around 21,000 fewer 

police o�  cers and 6,000 fewer com-
munity support o�  cers compared 
to eight years ago.

In his � erce closing speech in 
the Commons, Mr Corbyn said: 
“The economy is slowing, home-
lessness is rising, more children 
are living in poverty, the Home 
O�  ce is in chaos and the govern-
ment is making a complete sham-
bles of Brexit negotiations.

“They’re damaging our NHS, 
damaging our children’s schools, 
cutting police as crime soars and 
they claim to be strong and stable.

“With council tax rising by 
more than 5 per cent all over the 
country, isn’t the truth facing vot-
ers tomorrow that with the Tories 
you pay more and you get less?”

Ms May said that there was 
extra funding for the NHS, schools 
and social care before claiming 
“Conservative councils cost you less.”

She resorted to comparing the 
council tax rates for resi-
dents of one street in 
south London that 
is covered by two 
authorities – one 
is Labour-run 
Lambeth, the 

other being Tory-run Wandsworth, 
which historically has had the low-
est average council tax in England 
since being the � rst to outsource 
local services in the 1980s.

Mr Corbyn also said: “The 
government is damaging public 
services. In January, the Education 
Secretary [Damian Hinds] prom-
ised that no school would see a 
cut in its funding.

“Last week he was invited to 
repeat that pledge and refused. I 
wonder why?

“Will the Prime Minister now 
tell parents, teachers and students 
the truth that the schools budget 

has in fact been cut in 
real terms all over 

the country?”
Ms May hu� ed 

that he was 
“wrong” and said 
the government 

was “ensuring that there is more 
money available to schools.”

Meanwhile, a report by medical 
publication Pulse Magazine sug-
gests that nine out of 10 councils 
have reduced spending on sexual 
health, alcohol misuse and weight 
management services this year 
because of budget cuts.

Councillor Izzi Seccombe, chair-
man of the Local Government Asso-
ciation’s Community Wellbeing 
Board, said yesterday that the � nd-
ings are “not unexpected” in light 
of local authorities having to make 
“di�  cult decisions on key services, 
including stopping them altogether.”

The government has reduced 
public health funding by £600 mil-
lion from 2015/16 to 2019/20, and 
this has a domino e� ect on the NHS 
and adult social care, she added.

The LGA in December warned 
that councils that have already 
experienced unprecedented fund-
ing cuts since 2010 will see their 
central government funding cut 
by another £2.7 billion between 
2018/19 and 2019/20 – a further 
reduction of 54 per cent.

lamiatsabin@peoples-press.com
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UNI FAT CATS 

‘SIGNING OFF 

THEIR OWN 

PAY PACKETS’
CALLS for an “urgent government 

intervention” into pay inequality 

at universities grew last night as it 

emerged that half of fat-cat vice-

chancellors sit on committees 

determining their own pay.

Of 143 institutions that 

responded to freedom of infor-

mation requests, 67 (47 per cent) 

said their vice-chancellor was 

a member of the university’s 

remuneration committee.

The revelation comes amid 

growing concerns over spiral-

ling salary rises for university 

chiefs – and strike action by lec-

turers who face their pensions 

being slashed. Of those who said 

their leader was not a member 

of the pay committee, just seven 

said the vice-chancellor was not 

allowed to attend its meetings. 

One university claimed not to 

have a remuneration committee.

University and College Union 

(UCU) general secretary Sally 

Hunt said: “It is quite stagger-

ing that just seven universities 

say their vice-chancellor was 

neither a member of the com -

mittee that sets their pay, nor 

allowed to attend the meetings.

“For too long universities 

have got away with painting 

remuneration committees as 

independent bodies to de�ect 

attention over senior pay.

“The time has come for 

proper transparency of senior 

pay and perks in our universi-

ties and that starts with full 

disclosure of the shadowy remu-

neration committee.”

A spokesman for vice-chan-

cellors’ group Universities UK 

said: “It is right to expect that 

the process for determining 

senior university sta� pay is 

rigorous and transparent.

“The Committee of University 

Chairs’ remuneration code, cur-

rently being consulted upon, 

will provide important guidance 

for university remuneration 

committees to ensure senior pay 

decisions are fair, accountable 

and justi�ed, while recognising 

that competitive pay is neces-

sary to attract �rst-rate leaders.”

In the Morning Star earlier 

this month, Labour MP Lloyd 

Russell-Moyle called for an 

“immediate intervention to cut 

vice-chancellors’ pay” to no more 

than 10 times that of the lowest-

paid worker at their institution.

Under his proposal, the savings 

would be redistributed to 

workers’ pensions. Last night, 

Labour Students vice-chair Lara 

McNeill said it was time for 

ministers to take responsibility.

“It beggars belief that the 

same vice-chancellors slashing 

the pensions of rank-and-�le 

sta� are signing o� their own 

bloated pay packets,” she said.

“I’m backing calls for an 

urgent government interven-

tion to end the scandal of higher 

education once and for all.

“It’s high time our universities 

serve those who actually contrib -

ute to them and not those who 

simply see them as an opportu-

nity for personal enrichment.”

Pay for university chiefs has 

risen signi�cantly in recent years. 

In 2015/16 the typical salary of a 

vice-chancellor was 6.4 times that 

of the average university worker.

Average pay last year, includ-

ing pensions and bene�ts, was 

more than £280,000.

Under new proposals, unis 

will have to publish the pay 

of anyone earning more than 

£100,000 and give an explana-

tion if someone is earning more 

than the Prime Minister.

conradlandin@peoples-press.com

A GREAT TEMPLATE 

FOR OUR TIMES

McDERMOTT ANGER 

OVER NEW REF

�Q SHAKESPEARE

�Q RUGBY LEAGUES

GORDON PARSONS responds 

to Chris Jury’s attack  

on the ‘Shakespeare cult’ in the 

Morning Star.
 Turn to page 11

UNITED WE CAN 

BEAT INEQUALITY

�Q FEATURE

NICOLAS LALAGUNA argues 

that the present system that 

enforces inequality will even -

tually destroy our planet. 

 Turn to page 10

LEEDS boss slams decision 

after NRL goes back on their 

word.
 Turn to page 15
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Army sent into Rio to ‘take over’ policing

�QBRAZIL

�Q

PRESIDENT accused of taking 
militaristic turn in e�ort to 
boost standing at polls amid 
con�ct over deeply unpopular 
pension reforms.

 Turn to page 6

Council plans year-round free meals

�Q SCHOOLS

Labour authority agrees to 
ambitious plan aimed at 
eliminating “holiday hunger” 
for children. 

 Turn to page 3

MIGRANTSWELCOME HERECrowds turn out in towns 
and cities nationwide for 
One Day Without Us rallies

CAMPAIGNERS will hold rallies 

across the country today in a cel-
ebration of migrants and migration 
to show Britain’s b etter side as a 

“welcoming and open coun try.”
The One Day Without Us cam-

paign has organised the national 
day of action in solidar
migrants u

The Migrants’ Rights Network 
said: “We intend to come into the 
streets once again to celebrate the 
people of all genders who have 
made Britain their home.“We are doing th is because 

migrants are still being scape-
goated and blamed for problem
they did not cause“

per cent of all doctors gained their 
medical quali�cation outside Brit-
ain, over half of that number com
ing from Asia.
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�QWINDRUSH SCANDAL 

LABOUR DEMANDS HOME 
OFFICE MIGRATION DOCS
by Ceren Sagir

LABOUR demanded the govern-
ment hand over information 
about the development of its 
immigration policy following 
the Windrush scandal in a par-
liamentary debate yesterday.

The party insisted documents 
of correspondences between 
ministers, o �  cials and special 
advisers must be revealed in 
a bid to expose exactly what 
Prime Minister Theresa May 
knew about the scandal.

Labour is seeking a “humble 
address” to the Queen, which 
would require the release of 
all correspondence – includ-
ing text messages and emails 
– between ministers, o�  cials 
and special advisers between 
May 2010 and 2018 relating to 
the Windrush generation cases.

Shadow home secretary 
Diane Abbott opened the oppo-
sition day debate by reminding 
ministers about the history of 

the Windrush generation and 
what led to the deportations.

“All roads lead back to Prime 
Minister Theresa May,” she said.

“It was the Prime Minister 
who was responsible for some 
of the worst aspects of the 
hostile environment. It was 
the Prime Minister who initi-
ated the notorious ‘go home’ 
immigration vans.

“It was the Prime Minister 
who introduced the deport 
� rst, appeal later regime. And 
we know from documents in 

the public domain that it was 
the Prime Minister who set 
deportation targets.”

Tory MPs attempted to divert 
attention from the Windrush 
scandal by asking Ms Abbott 
about illegal immigration.

However, Ms Abbott pointed 
out that the debate was being 
watched all over the Common-
wealth and so it was important 
to ensure that the Windrush 
generation was the focus.

She said: “Government mem-
bers and the government’s 

frontbench would far prefer 
to talk about illegal immigra-
tion than talk about the plight 
of the Windrush generation.”

Ms Abbott concluded by tell-
ing ministers that the Wind-
rush scandal was not a “hiccup” 
but an intended policy.

She said: “Unless the gov-
ernment formally changes its 
policies, we on this side of the 
House will be clear, and this 
country will know, that its 
treatment of the Windrush 
generation was not an aber-
ration. It was not a hiccup, it 
was the predicted consequence 
of a policy that they intend to 
continue with.”

Mr Javid said he will do 
“whatever it takes” to put it 
right, adding: “With respect of 
this motion, it does not mean 
that we divert our time and 
e� ort into a massive, open-
ended � shing expedition.”

Voting was expected after 
the Morning Star went to press.

cerensagir@peoples-press.com

ABBOTT: ‘All roads lead to Theresa May’ over responsibility for illegal deportations of Britons

�QDIANE ABBOTT

OAP given 
community 
order for 
racist threats
PENSIONER Roy Brown was 
handed a community order 
yesterday after sending a 
racially abusive letter to 
Diane Abbott in which he 
threatened to burn her alive.

Mr Brown posted the let-
ter, which referred to “black 
vermin,” to the shadow 
home secretary’s parliamen-
tary address last August.

It included a torrent of 
racist abuse and threats to 
burn down her home with 
her inside.

Mr Brown said she would be 
“butchered like the cowardly 
vermin butchered PC Blake-
lock,” who was killed during 
the Broadwater Farm estate 
riots in north London in 1985.

Ms Abbott told fellow MPs 
last year that she receives 
regular death threats.

Ms Abbott’s sta�  recently 
said they receive so many 
abusive letters that they 
take them to the police in 
bundles once a week.

Mr Brown received a 
12-month community order 
at Barkingside magistrates’ 
court.

�QUNIVERSAL CREDIT

Bene� t change 
goals ‘don’t justify 
harmful e� ects’
by Sam Tobin
at the High Court

THE government’s justi� cation 
for introducing universal credit 
(UC) does not o� set its “dispro-
portionate” impact on disabled 
people losing top-up payments, 
the High Court heard yesterday.

The case is being brought 
on behalf of two “severely 
disabled” men who both live 
alone without carers who found 
themselves £178 a month out 
of pocket after being forced 
to migrate from previous “leg-
acy” bene� ts to UC when they 
moved from one local authority 
area to another.

Their lawyer Zoe Leventhal 
said that UC treated “natural 
migrants” — people forced onto 
UC after a change in circum-
stances — di� erently from “man-
aged migrants,” who will have to 
move to UC from July 2019.

She said her clients were in 
a “materially similar position” 
to other severely disabled indi-

viduals who would be migrated 
to UC from next July, meaning 
that there was “no justi� cation 
for treating them di� erently.”

Ms Leventhal said: “If the 
government designs a scheme 
of top-up payments, it must do 
so in a non-discriminatory way.”

She added that the “di� er-
ence is one of happenstance,” 
which was “by reference to a 
date, by reference to an event.”

Ms Leventhal emphasised 
that “both individuals have a 
basic underlying entitlement 
to bene� ts for their disability,” 
whether that was under UC or 
the legacy bene� ts UC replaced.

Chris Buttler, from the 
Equality and Human Rights 
Commission, said severely dis-
abled individuals living alone 
without a carer, who moved 
between local authority areas 
before July 2019, faced a “cli�  
edge” loss of £170 a month, 
whereas those who moved later 
did not.

The hearing continues.
samtobin@peoples-press.com

CONCERNED: Frances O’Grady

STILL FIGHTING: David Lammy (centre), Barac UK co-chair Zita Holbourne 
(centre right) with activists and members of the Windrush generation
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EARLY BIRD: These new 
images of a prehis-
toric bird show that 
the � rst avian beaks 
had teeth.

Scientists at the 
University of Bath 
have pieced together 
the skull of the Ich-
thyornis dispar, which 
they said represented 
a pivotal moment in 
the transition from 
dinosaurs to modern-
day birds.

Pictured are a 
rare 3D fossil of the 
seagull-sized creature, 
which lived in North 
America around 86 
million years ago, and 
an artist’s impression 
of how it looked.
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�QSEXUAL HARASSMENT

Men target 
Muslims in 
‘pattern of 
abuse’
by Lamiat Sabin
Parliamentary Reporter

SEXUAL harassers have been pull-
ing the hijabs o� Muslim women 
as part of a targeted pattern of 
abuse, MPs heard yesterday.

Parliament’s women and 
equalities committee heard 
expert evidence as it launched 
its �rst evidence session into 
sexual harassment of women 
and girls in public places.

Black feminist organisation 
Imkaan director Marai Larasi 
told MPs that gender, race, sex-
uality and disability must be 
taken into account if the gov-
ernment launches a campaign 
on what constitutes appropriate 
public interaction.

She said: “We have seen 
women have their hijabs pulled 
o�. Women are being targeted 
in quite speci�c ways because 
of their social identity.

“It is important that we don’t 
think the same things are hap-
pening to every woman.

“They are being targeted 
in speci�c ways … some guys 
feel completely okay to do that 
based on their entitlement.”

Durham University 
researcher on sexual harass-
ment in public places Dr Fiona 
Vera-Gray said that almost all 
girls and women have or will 
experience sexual harassment.

The statistic showing that 80 
to 90 per cent of women have 

experienced sexual harassment 
is an “understatement,” she 
told MPs.

Many incidents go unre-
ported because women and 
girls are taught to doubt them-
selves while bad behaviour is 
normalised.

Men and boys carrying out 
intimidation, public mastur-
bating, �ashing, harassment, 
sexually and racially charged 
insults “teaches women and 
girls to value the opinions of 
men on themselves,” she added.

Fleeting “daily interrup-
tions” such as wolf-whistling 
and being told to “cheer up” 
also have lasting e�ects on self-
worth, Ms Vera-Gray continued, 
because it teaches women and 
girls that agreeableness and 
appearance in public are more 
important than their feelings.

“Men and boys need to 
develop empathy and critique 
their own entitlement,” she 
told MPs.

She pointed to three studies, 
with one from 1984 showing that 
men and boys harassed women 
out of “boredom” and more 
recent ones showing that they do 
it to prove heterosexual mascu-
linity and to exercise entitlement.

She added that “men will 
choose ambiguous spaces 
such as packed Tube carriages” 
where it would be di�cult to 
ascertain if someone is deliber-
ately getting too close.

lamiatsabin@peoples-press.com

�QCIVIL SERVICE

DWP closures in Wales 
‘will devastate areas’
CIVIL Service workers con-
demned plans to close �ve DWP 
o�ces in south Wales yesterday 
as “devastating” to the local 
communities they serve.

The DWP claims its plans to 
relocate up to 1,700 sta� to the 
Treforest Industrial Estate will 
create a “hub” of employment 
and potentially create jobs in 
the unemployment-stricken 
South Wales Valleys.

Civil servants’ union PCS has 
criticised the plans, however, 
expressing concern that more 
than a third of the workers 
a�ected will be unable to move 

near, or regularly travel to, the 
new site.

PCS Welsh chair Katrine 
Williams said that the govern-
ment’s attempt to centralise civil 
service work would cause huge 
problems for local economies.

She said: “DWP management 
have paid scant attention to the 
need for jobs in local communi-
ties across South Wales, despite 
being responsible for helping 
the unemployed back into work 
in these areas.

“The closure of sites will 
have a devastating impact on 
the future of these towns.”

�QECONOMY

20% stuck in low-pay jobs for decade
by Marcus Barnett

MORE than one in �ve work-
ers remain stuck in low-paid 
jobs after a decade in the same 
company or industry, the TUC 
revealed yesterday.

A new report published by 
the union body reveals that 21 
per cent of workers across the 
economy are unable to progress 
to decently paid work.

The report, written by the 

Fabian Society, looks at low-
paid employees in 2001-2004 
and again in 2014-16.

The shocking research picks 
out retail as the worst indus-
try for pay and progression, 
followed by administration, 
transport and logistics.

It estimates that just over 
500,000 workers between the 
ages of 18-29 are currently 
working in low-paid retail roles, 
with median pay of £8.42 an 
hour.

This is substantially lower 
than median pay for the popu-
lation as a whole, which stands 
at £12.18.

Following the conclusions 
of the report, the TUC has 
demanded urgent interven-
tion from government and 
employers or Britain could face 
the possibility of a whole gen-
eration of workers being stuck 
in poorly paid work for their 
whole lives.

TUC general secretary 

Frances O’Grady said: “It is par-
ticularly concerning to see such 
poor progression in industries 
like retail and administration, 
where huge swathes of young 
people put their �rst toe on the 
career ladder.

“Unless we boost opportuni-
ties and pay, we risk losing a 
generation of young workers to 
dead-end jobs on low pay with 
no hope of any career progres-
sion.”

marcusbarnett@peoples-press.com

HAVE YOUR SAY
Write (up to 300 words) 
or email letters@peoples-press.com 
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Happy birthday to

You have been a great comrade,
friend and partner

Love from Ian

FRANCES ROBBS

�y �y
�y �y

�QCOURT 

JOURNALIST GRANTED A 
JUDICIAL REVIEW ON BAN
by Sam Tobin
at the High Court

A JOURNALIST who was barred 
from last year’s Labour confer-
ence after being secretly branded 
a “known extreme activist” won 
permission yesterday to bring a 
case against the police.

Michael Segalov, 24, was 
refused accreditation for 
Labour’s 2017 conference in 
Brighton, despite having no 
criminal record and having 
never even been arrested.

He claims to have “lost work 
as a result of the decision” and 
“fears that his career will be 
further undermined” as he 
may not be able to attend other 

party political conferences in 
the future.

Police initially refused to 
explain the reason he was 
turned down, until Mr Segalov 
� led a claim against both Sussex 
Police and Greater Manchester 
Police (GMP).

Sussex Police asked for more 
time to respond to the claim 
because of di�  culties “securing 
consent to use sensitive intelli-
gence” which it did not own.

Mr Segalov claims that GMP 
ran the accreditation process 
and that Sussex Police denied 
him a conference pass because 
of “intelligence provided by GMP 
[which] established that [Mr 
Segalov] was a known extreme 
activist.”

Police suggested that he had 
displayed “an increased willing-
ness to be involved in direct 
action” and could “get involved 
in actions which would disrupt 
the conference,” which Mr Seg-
alov denies.

They also alleged that Mr 
Segalov had “expressed his sat-
isfaction” at damage caused to 
Sussex University during a 2013 
protest, despite the fact the uni-
versity paid £20,000 damages to 
the journalist for falsely accus-
ing him of criminal activity.

Mr Segalov appeared at the 
High Court yesterday to seek 
permission to challenge the 
police decision to refuse his 
accreditation, claiming the deci-
sion was unfair and in breach of 

his human rights and the Data 
Protection Act.

His lawyer Jude Bunting 
said the case was of “genuine 
importance … to journalists 
across the country” as it chal-
lenged an “arbitrary and unfair” 
accreditation scheme that could 
not otherwise be appealed.

Judge Sir Wyn Williams told 
the court that, “had I been a 
judge considering permission 
on paper, I would grant it,” add-
ing that the case raised issues 
which should “be tried fully.”

After a short break, the police 
lawyers declined to oppose the 
granting of a judicial review, 
which will now be heard at a 
later date.

samtobin@peoples-press.com

REFUSED ENTRY: Sussex Police claim Michael Segalov was a “known extreme activist”

�QDRONE STRIKES

RAF admit to 
‘unintentionally’ 
killing civilian
by Ceren Sagir

A CIVILIAN was “uninten-
tionally” killed by an RAF 
drone strike against Isis 
forces in eastern Syria, the 
government confirmed yes-
terday.

Defence Secretary Gavin 
Williamson confirmed the 
individual died after cross-
ing into the strike area on a 
motorbike moments before 
the blast on March 26.

He said the death was 
“deeply regrettable.”

Stop the War’s Chris Nine-
ham said: “This is proof that 
the Ministry of Defence’s 
absurd claims have been mis-
leading from the very start.

“The anti-war movement 
has always argued that it 
inevitably leads to civilian 
deaths. This proves we are 
right and many more will 
be killed by such drone pro-
grammes.

“The vast majority of peo-
ple in Britain think that this 
type of intervention has to 
stop.”

Three Isis fighters were 
also killed by the missile, 

which was one of more than 
1,600 air strikes carried out 
against Isis targets by the 
RAF in Iraq and Syria.

Mr Williamson said: “We 
do everything we can to mini-
mise the risk to civilian life 
from UK strikes through our 
rigorous targeting processes 
and the professionalism of UK 
service personnel.

“It is therefore deeply 
regrettable that a UK air 
strike on March 26 2018, 
targeting Daesh fighters in 
eastern Syria, resulted in an 
unintentional civilian fatal-
ity.

“During a strike to engage 
three Daesh fighters, a civil-
ian motorbike crossed into 
the strike area at the last 
moment and it is assessed 
that one civilian was unin-
tentionally killed.

“We reached this conclu-
sion after undertaking rou-
tine and detailed post-strike 
analysis of all available evi-
dence.”

He added that an investiga-
tion will be carried out by the 
wider coalition, which will 
report “in due course.”

cerensagir@peoples-press.com

�QTRANSPORT

RMT suspends strike after 
train bosses agree to talks
STRIKE action on South 
Western Railway has been 
suspended by transport 
union RMT as a “gesture of 
goodwill” after the company 
agreed to talks yesterday.

The strikes, which are 
related to the role of the 
safety-critical guard on the 
train and halting driver-
only operations (DOO), were 
scheduled to go ahead on 
May 9, 11, 14, 16 and 18.

However SWR has agreed 
to sit down with union rep-
resentatives and arbitration 
body Acas to bring an end to 
the dispute, which has lasted 
for over two years now.

This follows similar agree-
ments which have been 
made between the union and 

Merseyrail bosses in the past 
month.

RMT general secretary 
Mick Cash welcomed SWR 
“clear co-operation in want-
ing to reach a resolution to 
this dispute.”

But he also warned the 
company that, if negotiations 
do not commence by May 18, 
the union may consider fur-
ther industrial action.

�Q AUSTERITY

New book 
exposes the 
reality of 
Tory cuts
LABOUR leader Jeremy Corbyn 
and Green Party co-leader Caro-
line Lucas praised the release of 
a photography book of people 
“marginalised and silenced” by 
austerity yesterday.

Invisible Britain: Portraits 
focuses on the lives of 40 people 
across Britain who have been 
a� ected by cuts to public services.

Mr Corbyn said: “One of the 
most shameful legacies of this 
government will be the way  
in which it gave rise to a nasty 
culture of stigmatising working 
class communities and looking 
down on those just struggling 
to survive, who could be any 
one of us in di� erent circum-
stances.

“These stereotypes don’t just 
demonise some of Britain’s most 
deprived communities. They 
are actively used to justify and 
excuse the damaging policies 
that are making people’s lives 
worse.

“This book powerfully gives 
voice to the experiences and 
perspectives of people who we 
are used to seeing marginalised 
and silenced.”

Sales from the book will go 
towards creating a platform to 
amplify “unheard voices” and 
enable individuals from under-
represented groups to work in 
the arts and media. 

Ms Lucas said: “In an era when 
the media frequently fails to 
show the impacts of govern-
ment policy, this kind of book 
is particularly important.” 

Publishers are currently fund-
raising to meet production costs.

IN TRANSIT: Magnus 
and Emily, Long Melford
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�QEDUCATION

NEU to rally against abuse 
of African and Asian pupils
by Marcus Barnett

EDUCATION workers will 
protest tomorrow against 
an education-for-profit mag-
nate’s “exploitation” of the 
African and Asian continents.

Members of the National 
Education Union (NEU) will 
rally at Savoy Place in London 
against multinational assess-
ment service Pearson, which 
is closely involved with Bridge 
— one of the world’s largest 
education-for-pro�t compa-
nies.

As a “low-fee” private 
schools provider, Bridge 
intends to extend its in�uence 
throughout Africa and Asia 
within the next decade, with 
a business plan that union 
campaigners claim is focused 
on maximising pro�t at the 
expense of educational quality.

Bridge because notorious 
last year when it took the 
Kenyan National Union of 
Teachers (KNUT) and its gen-
eral secretary Wilson Sossion 
to court after they criticised 
the corporation.

In 2016, the company fab-
ricated allegations against 
Curtis Riep, a Canadian inves-
tigative researcher working 
in Uganda, which led to his 
temporary arrest.  

In addition to Pearson, 
trade unionists also high-
light the fact that Bridge is 
supported by the World Bank, 
the British and US govern-
ments and billionaires Mark 
Zuckerberg and Bill Gates.

Standing side by side with 
African trade unionists, joint 
NEU general secretary Kevin 
Courtney said yesterday that 
his members support the 
right of all children to free, 

high-quality education.
He said: “Bridge exploits 

this right for profit and in the 
process delivers a sub-stand-
ard education that deepens 
inequality in the communi-
ties it ‘serves.’

“Pearson’s investment in 
this exploitative business 
model is wholly indefensible.”

Pearson’s aim is “keep the 
dialogue open” to achieve 
“increased access to quality 
education for more learners,” 
the firm said in a statement.

A Bride spokesperson 
argued the work it is doing 
to tackle inequalities in glo-
bal education is important.

marcusbarnett@peoples-press.com
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�QBREXIT

May ‘held hostage’ by 
Cabinet on customs 
union, says Labour
by Lamiat Sabin
Parliamentary Reporter

THERESA MAY claimed yester-
day her policy on post-Brexit 
customs arrangements was 
“evolving” after critics said she 
had been “held hostage” by her 
own Cabinet over the existing 
plans.

The Prime Minister spoke 
ahead of a meeting of her Brexit 
“war Cabinet” after senior min-
isters made clear their deep divi-
sions over two options currently 
on the table regarding the cus-
toms union and the Irish border.

Around 60 anti-EU Tory back-
benchers, led by Jacob Rees-
Mogg, have put their name 
to a report by the European 
Research Group that rejects 
both plans.

Group chairman Mr Rees-
Mogg denounced the arrange-
ments as “cretinous,” but he 
denied that he was giving Ms 
May an “ultimatum.”

Downing Street has been 

warned that the government 
could collapse over the cus-
toms partnership plan because, 
in addition to the back-bench 
rebellion, the Cabinet is split 
over the proposal.

Under the customs partner-
ship plan, Britain would collect 
tari�s on behalf of the EU on 
imports subsequently passed 
on to anywhere else in Europe.

British �rms would be able 
to claim rebates on goods that 
did not end up going to the EU. 

The second plan is a stream-
lined arrangement using new 
technology to avoid the need for 
border checks.

The European Commission 
rejects both ideas.

Ms May was challenged 
by Labour MP Karen Buck at 
Prime Minister’s Questions on 
why she was considering two 
options that the EU says aren’t 
“feasible.”

She vaguely responded that 
there were “a number of ways” 
of delivering commitments to 
leave the customs union.

When her o�cial spokesman 
was asked whether this meant 
that more than two options 
were being considered, he 
said: “Work has been ongoing 
on two options. That work has 
been proceeding. Ideas are obvi-
ously evolving as we go along.”

It is believed that Ms May is 
seeking to prevent resignations 
from her Cabinet by keeping her 
options open.

Labour’s shadow Brexit min-
ister Paul Blom�eld said: “This 
is yet further evidence that 
Theresa May is being held hos-
tage by the extreme Brexiteers 
in her party.

“Crunch time is coming 
on what our future customs 
arrangements with the EU 
should look like.

“Labour has been clear that 
the best way to protect jobs, 
the economy and avoid a hard 
border in Northern Ireland is 
by negotiating a new compre-
hensive UK-EU customs union 
after Brexit.”

lamiatsabin@peoples-press.com

�QWAGE DISPARITY

Rising PR pay gap despite female bosses
THE gender pay gap for workers 
in PR and communications has 
grown despite a rising number 
of female bosses, industry insid-
ers claimed yesterday.

A study from industry bodies 
PRCA and PRWeek reported that 
the gap has grown from 17.8 per 
cent in 2016 to 21 per cent this 
year, equivalent to £11,364 — or 
£2,253 more than in 2016.

Although there has been a 
7 per cent increase in female 
managing directors, this is not 
improving conditions for ordi-
nary female employees.

Fiona Swarbrick, a senior 
organiser for PR workers’ union 
the NUJ, said she was “saddened 
but not surprised” by the wage 
disparity.

“While some positive ideas 

are coming through, such as 
improvements in �exible work-
ing, it seems that nobody will 
address the elephant in the 
room,” she said.

“It is the lack of pay transpar-
ency which allows pay inequality 
to �ourish undetected.”

Ms Swarbrick urged PR work-
ers to contact the NUJ to help 
�ght this inequality.

HAVE A STORY?
Email us: news@
peoples-press.com



morningstaronline.co.uk
  morningstaronline 

  @m_star_online6 Morning Star 
Thursday 
May 3 2018 world

�QBURUNDI

Extra terms vote 
sparks clashes
by Our Foreign Desk

VIOLENT clashes have erupted 
across Burundi before a contro-
versial referendum to extend 
President Pierre Nkurunziza’s 
term of o�ce.

Proposed reforms to Burundi’s 
constitution would extend the 
presidential term from �ve years 
to seven, allowing Mr Nkurun-
ziza to run again in 2020. 

While it would limit the 
president to two consecutive 
terms, it would not take into 
account previous time in o�ce, 
paving the way for Mr Nkurun-
ziza to stay in power until 2034.

Human rights groups have 
warned that the referendum 
would not be taking place in a 
free and fair climate because of 
a severe clampdown on politi-
cal opposition.

Dozens of opposition activ-
ists have been arrested for pro-
moting a no vote in the referen-
dum, with o�cial campaigning 
due to start today.

A government o�cial was 

sentenced to three years in jail 
on Monday after threatening 
to push opponents of the con-
stitutional reforms into a lake.

Melchiade Nzopfabarushe was 
detained after he told a rally near 
Burundi’s capital Bujumbura: 
“We said that we have ordered 
boats. We will send them (oppo-
nents) into Lake Tanganyika.” 

 The government rejected 
the comments and said it 
opposed “any subversive mes-
sage which may jeopardise 
unity and cohesion among the 
Burundian people.”

Mr Nkurunziza came to 
power after a peace treaty 
was signed in 2005 bringing 
to an end a decade of con�ict 
between the Tutsi-dominated 
army and Hutu rebels in which 
300,000 people were killed.

He won a third term in 2015, 
which opponents claimed was a 
breach of the peace agreement.

Violent clashes followed, 
resulting in hundreds of deaths 
and 430,000 people forced to 
�ee the country.

international@peoples-press.com

�QNORTH AFRICA

Morocco cuts ties with Iran 
over alleged arms supplies
MOROCCO severed diplomatic 
ties with Iran yesterday, citing 
Tehran’s alleged support for a 
Western Sahara separatist group.

Foreign Minister Nasser Bourita 
accused Hezbollah of arming the 
Polisario Front weapons via the 
Iranian embassy in Algeria. 

“Morocco has irrefutable proof, 
names and speci�c actions to cor-
roborate the complicity between 
Polisario and Hezbollah,” he said.

However Hezbollah denied 
the Moroccan claims, accusing 
them of raising “false accusa-
tions under US, Israeli and 
Saudi pressure.

“The Moroccan Foreign Min-
istry should have sought a more 
convincing pretext to cut ties 
with Iran,” it said.

The Polisario Front is �ghting 
for independence for Western 
Sahara, annexed by Morocco in 
1975. Hundreds of thousands of 
Sawahiri people were forced to 
�ee with many living in refugee 
camps in neighbouring Algeria. 
A UN-backed cease�re has been 
in place since 1991 but a prom-
ised referendum on independ-
ence has still not taken place.

The Polisario Front denied 
receiving arms from Iran.

�QIRAQ

Shoe-throwing reporter will 
contest parliamentary vote
IRAQI journalist Muntazer 
al-Zaidi, jailed after throw-
ing his shoes at then US 
president George W Bush, 
is to stand in forthcoming 
parliamentary elections.

He is a candidate on the 
Sa’eroun list, an anti-corrup-
tion alliance of six parties.

He came to international 
attention after his shoes nar-
rowly missed Mr Bush dur-
ing a 2008 Baghdad press 
conference as he shouted: 
“This is a farewell kiss from 
the Iraqi people, you dog.”

He was allegedly tortured 

and served nine months of 
a three-year sentence for 
assaulting a foreign head of 
state during an o�cial visit.

Mr Zaidi, who returned 
from Beirut two months 
ago to stand in the elections, 
claims to be independent of 
political parties and neigh-
bouring countries.

“For the past 10 years I 
have been supporting the 
oppressed … against the 
oppressors. I have been �ght-
ing for the poor and disad-
vantaged and will continue 
to do so,” he said.

�QPRESS FREEDOM

JOURNALISTS RAISE ALARM 
OVER SOUTH ASIA KILLINGS
by Steve Sweeney

INTERNATIONAL media organi-
sations are marking World Press 
Freedom Day by demanding 
that governments act to end 
impunity for crimes against 
journalists.

The International Federa-
tion of Journalists (IFJ) and 
the South Asia Media Solidarity 
Network (SAMSN) issue a joint 
report today that raises con-
cerns at the “alarming level of 
impunity” in South Asia, where 
35 journalists have been killed 
in the past 12 months.

The two organisations 
called on world governments 
to endorse the IFJ proposal of 
an international convention to 
protect media workers’ safety 
and independence.

The report, entitled Clamp-
downs and Courage: Press 
Freedom in South Asia 2017-
18, shows that despite a sharp 
increase in violence against 
journalists in the region con-
victions remain rare.  

A prominent critic of the rul-
ing Hindu chauvinist Bharatiya 
Janata Party was one of seven 
journalists killed in India last 
year. The murder of Gauri 
Lankesh led to angry protests, 
with politicians and journal-
ists demanding a full inves-
tigation. The killers have not 
been caught.

More than 30 journalists 
have been killed in India over 
the past two decades, but the 
report says that conviction 
rates remain “near zero.”

It accused the authorities of 
“poor investigation, tardy trial 

procedures and political pres-
sure that often lets the accused 
abscond or roam scot-free.”

The region is the world’s 
most dangerous to report on, 
the study suggests.

In Afghanistan alone, 22 
journalists were killed in 
increasing violence spreading 
across the country, including 10 
who lost their lives when the 
capital Kabul was hit by two 
bomb attacks on Monday.

In Pakistan, where 115 jour-
nalists have been killed since 
2000, the report says the jus-
tice system is marked by “over-
whelming impunity.”

It cites one case from 2017 
in which a court overturned a 
rare conviction when Aminul-
lah Niaz won an appeal against 
his life sentence for the murder 
of journalist Ayub Khattak.

Despite the best e�orts of 
journalists’ unions in Bangla-
desh, the Maldives, Nepal and 
Sri Lanka, authorities seem 
unwilling to investigate or 
prosecute killings, particularly 
those allegedly carried out by 
religious extremists.

An IFJ statement said: “In 
most of the cases of killing of 
journalists in South Asia, justice 
is elusive. The 33 journalist col-
leagues whom we lost this year 
add to a long list of hundreds of 
slain journalists awaiting justice 
after being killed for carrying 
out their professional duties.”

The IFJ and SAMSN urged all 
governments in South Asia to 
“urgently set in motion special 
measures and mechanisms to 
ensure justice for killed jour-
nalists.”

international@peoples-press.com

WORLD PRESS FREEDOM DAY: Goverments urged to end impunity for attacks

INDIA: A journalist lights a candle in 
Kolkata during a vigil to pay tribute 
to colleagues killed in a suicide 
bombing in Kabul, Afghanistan
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�QEAST AFRICA

Thousands displaced by 
heavy rains in Somalia
by Our Foreign Desk

THOUSANDS of people have 
been displaced after heavy rains 
�ooded central Somalia, with the 
United Nations warning that half 
a million people are a�ected.

Around 10,000 people have 
been evacuated from the 
�ooded areas in an operation 
involving troops from Ethiopia 
and Djibouti.

The UN Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) said the 
�oods were some of the worst 
Somalia has ever seen.

Camps are being set up to 
give shelter to those a�ected.

Speaking at a press con-
ference in New York, the UN 
secretary general’s spokes-

man Stephane Dujarric said: 
“Internally displaced people 
remain the most vulnerable 
to the impact of the �ooding, 
with many camps located in 
low-lying areas.

“Humanitarian partners on 
the ground have prioritised 
water, sanitation, hygiene, 
shelter and food response in 
their interventions.”

The �oods have hit just 
months after a severe drought 
left six million Somalians in 
need of humanitarian assist-
ance last year.

Somalian’s President 
Mohamed Abdullahi “Farmajo” 
Mohamed visited the a�ected 
areas on Tuesday and appealed 
to the international community 
for urgent support.

At least 100 people are esti-
mated to have died following 
weeks of �oods, landslides and 
heavy rains in Kenya, with the 
country’s Red Cross calling for 
emergency funding to deal 
with the humanitarian crisis.

Kenyan Red Cross spokesman 
General Abbas Gullet warned 
of outbreaks of water-borne 
diseases across Kenya and said 
that more e�ort was needed.

“We would urge the national 
government to declare this a 
national disaster so that delib-
erate e�ort can be made and 
resources mobilised to help the 
a�ected people.

“We need a national disaster 
management fund set up,” he 
said.

international@peoples-press.com

�QSYRIA

SYRIAN government 
forces have retaken more 
ground in their  �ght 
against Islamist mili-
tants after the surrender 
of terrorist groups in 
Homs and Hama.

The jihadists and their 
families will be evacuated 
from the countryside out-
side the two cities after 
they signed a capitulation 
agreement and handed 
over their heavy and 
medium weapons.

Under the terms of the 
deal, the Syrian army 
has taken control of the 
regions, with all their 
state institutions and 
departments returning to 
government control and a 
motorway between Homs 
and Hama reopening.

The terrorist groups will 
also hand over maps of 
their tunnels, landmines 
and ammunition depots.

The Syrian army 
in�icted heavy losses in 
clashes with Islamists 
in southern Damascus 
yesterday.

An operation backed 
by the Syrian air force 
targeted terrorist sites 
and saw the government 
regain control of four 
neighbourhoods of the 
capital.

In the north-east, a 
child was killed yester-
day and seven others 
were injured when an 
Isis landmine exploded 
south of Hasaka City.

Army retakes 
more ground 
from Islamist 
�ghters

�QARMENIA

Protesters block roads after 
Pashinian �unks PM bid
by Steve Sweeney

ANTI-GOVERNMENT protesters 
blocked roads and airports in 
Armenia yesterday after opposi-
tion leader Nikol Pashinian was 
blocked in his bid to become 
prime minister.

Mr Pashinian called for a gen-
eral strike after the parliament 
declined to appoint him as the 
country’s new head of govern-
ment following a lengthy emer-
gency session on Tuesday night.

The vote went 56 to 45 against 
him after the ruling Republi-
can Party branded the opposi-
tion leader “irresponsible” and 
refused to back his candidacy.

A political crisis has engulfed 
the south Caucasus country 

since protests forced the resig-
nation of Serzh Sargsyan, just 
days after he was appointed 
prime minister following a 
decade as Armenia’s president.

The demonstrations were led 
by Mr Pashinian, whose Civil Con-
tract Party polled just under 8 per 
cent in the 2017 general election.

The former journalist 
claimed that yesterday’s nation-
wide demonstrations and strikes 
were “unprecedented” and that 
“there is virtually no open road” 
in the capital Yerevan.

He called on his supporters 
to end the blockading of roads, 
urging them to join him in a 
rally in Yerevan’s Republic 
Square last night.

President Armen Sargsyan 
called for talks before the par-

liament votes again next Tues-
day in a new attempt to break 
the deadlock.

“I deeply regret that the politi-
cal crisis continues, despite the 
fact that everyone is talking 
about how dangerous it is for the 
future of the country,” he said.

Interim prime minister 
Karen Karpetian called for 
“all political forces” to enter 
negotiations to overcome the 
political crisis.

He said: “A prime minister can 
be elected only in the parliament 
by constitutional means. There 
exists no other solution, neither 
in theory nor in practice.”

Mr Pashinian did not con�rm 
whether he intends to seek nomi-
nation ahead of the May 8 vote, 
indicating that his party could 

boycott the election that was trig-
gered after MPs failed to appoint 
a prime minister on Tuesday.

“We will think and negoti-
ate. It will depend on the spe-
ci�c situation,” he said.

In Armavir, wine production 
workers demonstrated in front 
of the regional governor’s o�ce 
demanding that he either join 
the protest movement or resign.

Mr Pashinian has insisted 
that only a “people’s leader” 
– himself –  can oversee free, 
fair and transparent elections 
in Armenia.

He has tried to dispel fears of 
a US and EU-backed colour rev-
olution by claiming he would 
not change Armenia’s relations 
with Russia.

international@peoples-press.com

REGIONAL CRISIS: 
A boy stands 
outside his family 
home in Tana Delta, 
coastal Kenya, 
which has been 
submerged by 
�oods following 
prolonged heavy 
rains

PAKISTAN: Media 
workers light clay lamps 
and candles during a 
vigil in Islamabad to pay 
tribute to Afghan 
journalists killed in a 
suicide bombing in Kabul
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VOTERS throughout England have a chance today to 
deliver their verdict on Theresa May’s Tories.

The elections are for 150 local authorities and six 
directly elected mayors, but the Tory candidates pu t up 
for these posts re� ect the inhuman attitudes the M ay 
government shows every day.

Since the Tories took o�  ce in 2010, with the Libe ral 
Democrats in their pocket, they have imposed cuts i n 
living standards for working-class people.

As well as reducing the value of wages and bene� ts 
by freezing or reducing them, the conservative part ies 
also slashed the social wage — investment in essential 
services that make daily life more civilised.

These essential services comprise our NHS, social care, 
state education, policing, nurseries and pre-school  facili-
ties, council housing, community security, health a nd 
safety provisions, equality observance, refuse collection, 
trading standards, libraries, local swimming pools, sport s 
and recreation provision, locally funded charities and 
many more areas.

Under the Cameron and May-led governments, the order 
of the day has been to cut public funding while giv ing 
tax breaks to big business and the rich elite.

The Grenfell Tower tragedy, which focused attention 
on the deadly cost-cutting tricks of Tory Kensington  & 
Chelsea council, revealed that the authority was so awash 
with cash that it refunded council tax to its most wealthy 
residents.

This is not because Kensington & Chelsea is more e�  -
cient than other councils, especially Labour. Nor i s it 
about the value of property in the borough or the gener al 
wealth of residents.

The Tories and their Liberal Democrat allies discri mi-
nated against Labour councils for years, cutting th e block 
grant to those most in need, while cosseting admini stra-
tions in their own heartlands.

Liverpool city council, for instance, will have los t £460 
million, 68 per cent of its block grant, in the period 2010-20.

Many other Labour councils have su� ered�similar block 
grant cuts, which can only be read as a government warn-
ing to residents not to repeat the mistake of voting  Labour.

As Jeremy Corbyn charged in the Commons yesterday, 
the sum result of Tory policies is a slowing econom y, 
rising homelessness, more children living in povert y, a 
chaotic Home O�  ce and shambolic Brexit negotiatio ns.

Chaos is a polite way to describe the state of the Home 
O�  ce where May stamped her imprint of xenophobia and 
racism during her six years there.

Crocodile tears interspersed with jolly smiles as she  told 
Parliament that Windrush children are British citiz ens 
with equal rights are intended to hide the reality that it 
was on her watch that the rules were changed to und er-
mine thousands of people’s capacity to enjoy those ri ghts.

Neither she nor her successor Amber Rudd could hazard 
a guess as to how many citizens who came to Britain as 
children were a� ected.

They didn’t know whether anyone had been deported 
and had no information about people being denied jo bs, 
critical healthcare or the right to travel, despite  having 
been made aware of problems in recent years when MPs 
raised individual cases.

No e� orts were made to reverse government policy 
because May hoped that problems would blow over or,  if 
they didn’t, she would garner votes because of her “strong 
and stable” clampdown on migration — even for peopl e 
with every right to be here.

May’s obsession with migration numbers persists, as 
her incredible veto imposed on a temporary lifting of 
the visa quota — as Health Secretary Jeremy Hunt pro-
posed — to allow 100 doctors from India to work in the 
overstretched NHS vividly illustrates.

Anyone tempted to vote Tory today should consider 
three words before doing so — Grenfell, Windrush, N HS.

The Conservatives’ 
rotten record 
speaks for itself

Star comment

R
ECENT weeks 
have seen the 
Conser vat ives 
show the worst 
of their poli-
tics — bombing 

Syria without regard to Par-
liament or international law, 
defending the indefensible as 
their “hostile environment” 
reached its natural conclusion 
with the appalling treatment of 
black citizens from the Wind-
rush generation and yet more 
disappointing � gures on the 
economy again con� rming that 
ongoing Tory austerity contin-
ues to undermine growth and 
living standards.

Local elections take place 
across England today and they 
give people a chance to have a 
say on the way the Conservatives 
are running our country and 
running down local government.

In the run-up to today’s 

elections, I’ve joined Labour 
candidates and activists in 
Westminster, Wandsworth, 
Barnet, Hillingdon, Calderd-
ale, Kirklees and, of course, in 
council wards across my own 
city of Leeds.

I always enjoy getting out 
campaigning with Labour 
candidates and volunteers and 
talking with — and listening 
to — voters.�

Every time I go out cam-
paigning I’m always struck 
by the enthusiasm and com-
mitment of Labour volunteers 
who are giving up their spare 
time in all weathers to be part 
of the movement to secure a 
socialist government.

I am also struck by how fed 
up people are of a Conserva-
tive government that’s failing 
on living standards, failing on 
public services and failing on 
housing.�

Working people and their 
families have had enough of 
cuts to vital services that hurt 
our local communities.�

They’ve had enough of cuts 
to schools, hospitals and local 
policing. They’ve had enough 
of library and youth centres clo-
sures and enough of leaving the 
elderly and people living with 
disabilities without the essen-
tial care that should be their 
right. They’ve had enough of 
failed privatisations that suck 
funds out of public services 
so the super-rich can make a 
pro� t.

Local government has been 
hit hard by nearly eight years 
of Conservative cuts. The Con-
servatives have cut government 
funding for local councils by 
half.�

Councils across England are 
facing a £5.8 billion funding 
gap by the end of the decade. 

And it’s the poorest commu-
nities that are hit the hardest. 
This can’t be allowed to go on.

Top Tory Liz Truss said coun-
cils should see cuts to their 
budgets as an opportunity to 
be more e�  cient. But we know 
that it’s working people and our 
communities who pay the price 
of councils being forced to cut 
essential services.

And the reason the govern-
ment is starving councils of 
cash is in order to pay for their 
tax cuts for the very richest.�

In local government, as 
in national government, the 
Conservatives remain ruthless 
practitioners of a class politics 
in the interests of the super-
privileged 1 per cent.

These local elections give 
people a chance to elect great 
local Labour councillors and a 
chance to send a strong mes-
sage to Theresa May and the 

We can all be proud 
of Labour’s 
progressive 
alternative
Today we need to stand up to the Tories’ cuts 
by electing as many Labour councillors as 
possible, says RICHARD BURGON
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Tories that it’s time to go and 
make way for a Corbyn-led 
government that governs in 
the interests of the many not 
the privileged few.�

Today we need to stand up 
to the Conservatives’ cuts by 
electing as many Labour coun-
cillors as possible. Voting for 
other parties is an indulgent 
distraction that can have dam-
aging consequences.

In my own city of Leeds, it’s 
not too long since the Liberal 
Democrats, the Greens and 
“independents” were in coali-
tion with the Conservatives, 
keeping the Tories in power 
on the council.�

The Liberal Democrat/Con-
servative coalition on Leeds 
City Council was a precursor 
to the shameful Cameron-led 
coalition that so shamed Nick 
Clegg and the Liberal Demo-
crats but was the natural con-
clusion of the Liberal Demo-
crats’ anti-collectivist ideology 
and committed opposition to 
working-class socialist politics.

The Liberal Democrat/
Conservative partnership on 
Leeds City Council gave people 
locally a taste of what was to 
come nationally. The council 
attempted to cut the pay of 
refuse workers in Leeds by up 
to a third, responding to the 
need to equalise pay between 
women and men by levelling 
down not levelling up.�

This precipitated a three-
month strike by GMB and 
Unison members — the longest 
continuous strike in Yorkshire 
since the 1984-5 miners’ strike.�

The most brutal and dis-
graceful anti-trade union 
and anti-worker rhetoric was 
actually from local Liberal 
Democrat leaders, who made 
Margaret Thatcher sound like 
a moderate.�

The strike, which was suc-
cessful, had a politicising e�ect 
in the city. Strikers joined the 
Labour Party and started to 
campaign for Labour against 
the Conservative and Liberal 
Democrat architects of the 
attacks on their pay and liv-
ing standards and Labour was 
voted back into power on Leeds 
City Council at the next local 
elections after the strike.

Today’s local elections in 
England come on the back of 
public outrage over the appall-
ing treatment of the Windrush 
generation as a result of the 
Immigration Act 2014 and the 
Conservative government’s 
determination to create a “hos-
tile environment.”�

Even Conservative-sup-
porting newspapers have 
expressed disgust at British 
citizens who’ve lived in Brit-
ain for longer than I’ve been 
alive being treated like illegal 
immigrants.�

Just before his elevation to 
Home Secretary, Sajid Javid 
called on voters from ethnic 
minority backgrounds to look 
at the “bigger picture” when 
it comes to the local elections 
rather than focusing on the 
Windrush scandal.�

He realises that today is an 
opportunity for voters to pun-
ish the government for their 
disgraceful treatment of the 
Windrush generations.

But today will not be easy 
for Labour despite claims in 
the Tory press. In some local 
authorities, like Leeds, the local 

elections are “all-out” elections, 
which means that rather than 
one councillor per council ward 
being up for election, all three 
councillors in each council 
ward are up for election. And 
when people have three votes 
each, all sorts of unexpected 
outcomes can happen.

In other areas, expectations 
have been raised so high by 
commentators who don’t have 
Labour’s interests at heart that 
anything less than Labour tak-
ing outright control of councils 
which for the entirety of their 
history the Conservatives 
have run — Westminster and 
Wandsworth, for example — 
will be labelled a failure. 

That would be untrue. The 
reality is, these areas have 
always been rightly viewed 
as being a mountain to climb 
and any electoral advance in 
such council areas should be 
celebrated.

It also has to be borne in 
mind that the traditionally 
low turnout in local elections, 
which don’t attract the wall-
to-wall media publicity that 
general elections do, generally 
doesn’t favour Labour. Local 
factors also do operate.

Whatever Labour does 
achieve today will have been 
achieved despite a concerted 
onslaught from much of the 
press to discredit Jeremy Cor-
byn, for example ridiculously 
accusing him of being a Czech 
spy.

Today, despite the opposition 
of the Establishment, Labour 
can show that progressive 
polices are much more popu-
lar than many of the “experts” 
were claiming not long ago.

And whatever today’s results, 
last year’s much wider gen-
eral election poll shows that 
we can win the next general 
election. And when we do, we 
will empower and properly 
fund local government so 
that Labour-run councils can 
achieve their full potential 
rather than being held back by 
the Tory dogma of underfund-
ing and privatisation.

 �QRichard Burgon is shadow jus-
tice minister. This column appears 
fortnightly.

MARCUS BARNETT speaks to Kensington 
and Chelsea MP Emma Dent Coad on what 
today’s local elections may bring

“
In local 
government, as 
in national 
government, the 
Conservatives 
remain ruthless 
practitioners of a 
class politics

T
HE Royal Borough 
of Kensington 
and Chelsea has 
been a Conserva-
tive stronghold 
since 1965.

However, these days� no 
observer of any political per-
suasion can admit to having 
felt a similar mood in the area 
before.

Speaking at a rally in the 
borough several weeks ago, 
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn 
told a group of 100 enthused 
Labour activists that “We are 
going to put the government on 
notice,” only to be met with sev-
eral jeers of “and this council!”

Although analysts and com-
mentators are happy to predict 
all sorts of national and local 
results to their heart’s content, 
nobody seems particularly keen 
to call Kensington and Chelsea.

For casting a shadow over 
this local election is the charred 
skeleton of Grenfell Tower, 
an ever-present reminder of 
the heartbreaking failures of 
the Conservative government 
—�and its local representatives 
in the royal borough —�to pro-
vide for ordinary people.

Across the whole of the bor-
ough, the Tory council faced 
serious condemnation for its 
handling of the aftermath of 
the inferno, which killed 71 
people.

Justice looks far away 
—�victims, bereaved families 
and� campaigners are already 
voicing concerns that there will 
be a cover-up comparable to the 
Hillsborough tragedy.

Their public anxieties are 
not going unheard in the bor-
ough. One 86-year-old lifelong 
resident told the Star that she 
could “never dream” of vot-
ing anyone but Conservative, 
“especially Labour” —�but will 
abstain from this election in 
protest at the council’s han-
dling of Grenfell.

Kweku, who was brought 
up in the area and is a Chelsea 
season ticket holder, believes 
that there is a sea� change in 
the borough.

“People who never thought 
it was worth voting Labour are 
now just going to do it to get 
this council out, and people 
who vote Tory do not want 
to give consent to this rotten 
council.

“It’s a disgrace. You see that 
tower and you see how rotten 
the people running this Tory 
council really are, and how 
they have failed local resi-
dents.”

Given this, Kweku’s predic-

tion is that the results will be 
“very, very interesting”.

“A Labour vote is a vote 
against the type of adminis-
tration that failed to protect 
against Grenfell, and every 
local resident will be aware of 
that choice.”

Labour currently hold 
11 seats in the borough, as 
opposed to the Tories’ major-
ity of 37. On paper, this seems 
an impossible challenge —�win-
ning control of the council 
would mean a 15-seat swing 
to Labour.

But many �rmly believe 
that change is possible. When 
local councillor Emma Dent 
Coad won the constituency 
for Labour in the 2017 election, 
many in the Tory Establishment 
were deeply disturbed.

Dent Coad, an outspoken 
socialist, could not contrast 
more with Tory council leader 
Elizabeth Campbell. While 
Campbell provoked anger for 
admitting she had never been 
in a tower block before, Dent 
Coad is a longstanding anti-pov-
erty campaigner in the area, 
and has spent her time as an 
MP highlighting the shocking 
social division in her constitu-
ency.

She told the Star that the 
tragedy at Grenfell showed up 
the “facade” of Tory rule in the 
area.

“If you don’t look after peo-
ple, terrible things happen 
—� and sometimes the worst 
possible things happen. They 
should hang their heads in 
shame, but they haven’t. They 
still don’t get it.”

But she also mentioned that 
her election was about the 
broader crisis in British soci-
ety, and the unpopularity of the 

local council in dealing with 
austerity, local crime�and the 
grotesque levels of inequality 
and di�erences in life expect-
ancy in the area.

Dent Coad praised campaign-
ers from London Young Labour, 
Momentum and Owen Jones 
for running an “incredibly 
impressive” campaign, point-
ing out that there have been 
25 sessions a week during the 
election period.

A seasoned Labour activist 
who did not want to be named 
told the Morning Star that the 
buzz in the area for a Labour 
campaign has “not been the 
same” since the 1950 general 
election.

A particular target for Dent 
Coad and the local party is 
Chelsea Riverside ward, which 
she believes is a possible gain 
due to the constituency’s mass 
membership that has blos-
somed under Jeremy Corbyn. 
Such a wealthy ward would 
make for “extraordinary sym-
bolism.”

“We don’t have any no-go 
areas, and so many people 
who have never voted Labour 
before are telling us that ‘we 
want that lot out’.”

As Owen Jones himself has 
said yesterday, Labour’s big-
gest obstacle in these local 
elections is complacency. Like 
Wandsworth, Westminster and 
Barnet, taking this council is 
far from impossible. Labour, 
Momentum and #Unseat cam-
paigners will be targeting Ken-
sington and Chelsea intensively 
tonight, in the hope of making 
the Royal Borough red —�and 
to send a crushing blow to the 
entire Tory Establishment.

If you want to make history, 
think about joining them.

Election time in the 
shadow of Grenfell

FOR THE MANY: 
Emily Thornberry on 
the campaign trail 
in Kensington

Pic: Artin Giles
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A
RE attitudes to 
the EU changing 
among Europe’s 
parties of the 
left? On the basis 
of last week’s 

meeting in Lisbon the answer 
is a quali�ed Yes. 

There is now a much fuller 
rejection of the EU as a neolib-
eral, pro-competition and anti-
working class institution — not 
by all on the left but certainly 
marking signi�cant change.�

Organised by the Portu-
guese Communist Party under 
the auspices of the European 
United Left/Nordic Green Left 
parliamentary grouping, del-
egates attended from Portugal, 
Spain, Cyprus, Belgium, Britain 
and Sinn Fein from Ireland.�

The position of most dele-
gates was that project to reform 
the European Union, to create a 
“social Europe,” had de�nitively 
failed. 

This assessment was embed-
ded in the meeting’s title, “No 
to a European Union of tran-
snational companies and big 
powers — Yes to a Europe of 
co-operation, social progress 
and peace.”�

All contributions, from every 
country, re�ected the sharpness 
of the continuing EU assault, 
institutionally, socially and 

economically, on the lives of 
ordinary people.

United Left MEP from Spain, 
Paloma Lopez Barmejo, spoke 
of the “incredible increase” in 
inequality in her country. 

“Labour reform” had been 
used as a cover for the destruc-
tion of collective bargaining 
and the creation of a mass of 
workers without rights or con-
tracts. 

She also castigated the bar-
barity of EU treatment of refu-
gees seeking to cross the Medi-
terranean — in the case of Spain 
around the Gibraltar peninsula 
— and the new EU Border Force 
policing.

Neoklis Sylikiotis MEP from 
the Progressive Party of Work-
ing People (Akel) in Cyprus 
attacked the increasing EU 
subordination to the military 
agenda of its big powers, crea-
tion of the Rapid Reaction Force, 
integration with Nato and the 
new �ve-year military budget 
of €38 billion.�

“This is about boosting the 
EU already strong military-
industrial complex and about 
the assertion of power — in 
the Middle East, north Africa, 
eastern Europe and the Balkans 
— driven by the economic needs 
of big business. 

“The EU is becoming more 
and more a force for military 
intervention. Monetary union 
generates increasingly uneven 
development and crisis. The EU 
as constituted today cannot be 
reformed.”

A frequently repeated phrase 
was the “need for rupture.” This 
was a position that took at least 
some of its meaning from devel-
opments in Britain.�

It referred particularly to the 
Labour Party commitment to 
take forward the Leave vote in a 
progressive direction, ensuring 
that any settlement with the EU 
excluded all EU neoliberal, pro-
business economic and political 
regulations though o�ering co-
operation on other fronts.�

This, it was argued by the 
Communist Party of Britain, 
o�ered a new model for rela-
tionships internationally.

Mark Botenga of the Belgian 
Workers Party also talked of 
the need to break with exist-
ing EU treaties and end enforced 

undemocratic subordination to 
big business.�

“The whole logic of the EU 
since the late 1980s had been 
the unleashing of competition 
against labour. Business has 
become more monopolised 
and more centralised. Yet the 
existing national protections for 
labour have been stripped away.

“One of the great successes 
of the EU neoliberal agenda has 
been to use the crisis to pen-
etrate national institutions. The 
2016 directive for the establish-
ment of national competitive-
ness boards targets in particular 
collective bargaining.”

Also talking about “rupture” 
and breaking with current 
structures was Portuguese Com-
munist Party general secretary 
Jeronimo de Sousa. He catego-
rised current plans, advanced 
by France and Germany, to 
restructure the EU as a “new 
stage in European capitalist 
integration.”

He warned of the dangers, 
saying: “This means further 
concentration. It means big 
power interests overriding 
smaller states.

“It requires subordination of 
existing national identities, par-
ticularly the progressive gains 
of working people embodied 
in national institutions, and 
thereby opens the door to reac-
tionary and fascist ideology. At 
a time of increasing economic 
con�ict between the major 
capitalist states globally, this 
is a particularly lethal combi-
nation.”

Portuguese MEP Miguel 
Viegas stressed the dangers of 
one key element of these new 
plans for integration, banking 
union.�

“This union is not about sta-
bility. It has in fact rehabilitated 
the recycling of dubious credits. 
The real aim is to remove one 
remaining instrument of eco-
nomic intervention by national 
governments, using banking 
credit to re�ate economies.”

A contrasting position came 
from Northern Ireland Assem-
bly member Michelle Gild-
ernew, representing Sinn Fein. 
She noted her party’s previous 
opposition to the Lisbon Treaty 
but stressed Sinn Fein’s current 
belief that a social Europe could 
be secured and argued for a 
critical engagement with the 
institutions of the EU.�

In this context she was 
sharply critical of Brexit, insist-
ing: “Today, Brexit challenges 
the well-being of all of the peo-
ple of Ireland. There will be 
incalculable damage in terms 
of peace and economic life if 
Ireland is split north and south.”

All of Ireland, she argued, 
must remain within the EU or 
the EU single market.

In general, however, the 
meeting did mark a turning 
point. There was a much more 
explicit emphasis on the need 
for rupture. Almost every contri-
bution highlighted the assault 
currently taking place on the 
basic institutions of working-
class organisation.�

The position taken by the 
British Labour Party was broadly 
welcomed — co-operation 
between peoples not enforced 
competition on the terms of the 
capitalist market.

Europe’s left 
parties discuss 
need for 
‘rupture’ with 
neoliberal EU

by John Foster

“
Monetary union 
generates 
increasingly 
uneven 
development 
and crisis

Britain needs dynamic unions 
with a 21st-century manifesto 
for change, says Unite’s 
SHARON GRAHAM

W
E L S H 
L a b o u r 
G r a s s -
r o o t s 
immedi-
ately wel-

comed Finance Secretary Mark 
Drakeford’s announcement last 
week that�he�will stand for elec-
tion as Welsh Labour leader in 
succession to Carwyn Jones.

The group, which predates the 
founding of Momentum in Eng-
land but complements its politi-
cal and organisational approach 
in Wales, called it “excellent 
news for the left and for Wales.”

It described Drakeford as “a 
truly outstanding �gure whose 
contribution to progressive poli-
tics is already incalculable. He 
deserves the support of every 
socialist and trade unionist and 
everyone who wants the best for 
our country.”

This quietly spoken but con-
vincing son of Carmarthen 
didn’t grow up in a particu-
larly political household but 
he recalls politics always being 
there, from being called out by 
his farmer grandfather — “from 
a classic Welsh Liberal chapel-
going Welsh-speaking, radical 
nonconformist tradition” — to 
see Megan Lloyd-George knock-
ing doors to attending the tradi-
tional eve-of-poll meetings that 
all political parties held in his 
home town, at one of which he 
saw Tory prime minister Sir 
Alec Douglas-Home.

“Electoral contests were 
dominated by Labour and Plaid 
Cymru and I remember 1966 
and Gwynfor Evans winning 
the Carmarthen by-election 
[for Plaid]. You had to make 
your mind up pretty early if 
you belonged to the national-
ist tradition or Labour tradition 
and I made my mind up early 
on,” he says.

He �rst knocked doors for the 
Labour Party in 1974 for Gwy-
noro Jones, who won by three 
votes before losing to Plaid’s 
Evans in that year’s second 

election, in the depths of rural 
Carmarthenshire, and has been 
involved in Labour politics ever 
since.

Drakeford was always a 
strong supporter of devolution 
and remembers the “awful 
failure” of the 1979 devolution 
referendum in Wales and the 
sense it was over.

“It was such a decisive defeat 
and I couldn’t imagine us ever 
coming back from it,” he says, 
crediting Margaret Thatcher 
with being “the architect of 
devolution” in response to her 
governments in the 1980s.

“[Former �rst minister] Rho-
dri Morgan used to tell me that, 
on the doorstep in 1997, the 
argument that worked best with 
people was that you needed dev-
olution to be a bulwark against 
the day when the Tories might 

come back again,” he recalls.
The argument that an assem-

bly could provide a defence 
against policies being pursued 
in Wales which it had consist-
ently voted to reject contributed 
to the narrow majority won for 
devolution then.

Drakeford doesn’t believe 
that the devolution process is 
over yet and is keen that aspects 
of the criminal justice system 
should be devolved to Wales, 
although discussions with West-
minster continue on this issue.

“There’s more to go, but I 
found myself recently departing 
slightly from some in the devo-
lution camp in that I’m not an 
enthusiast for the devolution of 
tax and bene�ts systems. They 
seem to me what binds the UK 
together,” he says.

“If you are redistributionist, 

If automation is 
going to work for us 
all, strong unions 
will be critical
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T
HE �rst industrial 
revolution gave 
birth to modern 
trade unionism, 
spawned in the 
factories and 

communities made by vast, 
revolutionary change.�

A new global order was tak-
ing root putting an end to feu-
dalism. In its place stood new 
rulers. The industrialists with 
their mass production and the 
�nanciers with their borderless 
banks. All with almost unim-
aginable power to determine 
the lives of others. 

But with the advance of mod-
ern trade unionism came safe-
guards hard won by ordinary 
people. From growing wages 
to improved health and safety, 
ordinary workers created their 
own protection.

First by bitterly fought-for 
concessions at the workplace 
and much later via the statute 
book.

Now, we stand at another 
cli� edge, at the precipice of 
another grand phase of techno-
logical development — another 
industrial revolution.

There are few threats as 

potentially dangerous for 
working people as “industry 
4.0.” Research suggests that 35 
per cent of all UK jobs could be 
lost within the next two dec-
ades. But as well as eliminating 
entire occupations automation 
will also create vast wealth. 
P r icewate rhouseCoopers 
estimates that arti�cial intel-
ligence alone could add £232 
billion to the UK’s economy 
by 2030.

In the midst of the 1980s 
Thatcherite reforms, we lost 
jobs and wages to technology 
while boardrooms pro�ted. As 
a society we can’t a�ord the 
same but bigger. Technology 
must not be used to roll back 
the gains that working people 
and their unions have won over 
the last century.

And it is now clear that it is 
not only manual occupations at 
risk; white-collar workers will 
share the brunt of technologi-
cal change.�

From the introduction of dig-
ital therapeutics in health, to 
the development of algorithms 
in the legal sector, automation 
is likely to present a profound 
challenge across many occupa-

tions and much of the global 
economy.

Notable cases aside, to date, 
the trade union response has 
been at best piecemeal. The 
mass strikes of Korean ship-
builders or the future planning 
of the German metalworkers 
are sadly the exception as 
opposed to the norm.�

But at Unite we are changing 
that. As I write, we are holding 
the largest-ever dialogue with 
our shop stewards and activists 
on automation. Seventy per 
cent have con�rmed that new 
technology will have an impact 
on their workplaces over the 
next 10 years. 

We are planning our practical 
and comprehensive industrial 
and political response. We are 
looking to both now and the 
future, incorporating new tech-
nology into the union’s recently 
developed Broad Industrial 
Strategy that focuses exclusively 
on building union bargaining 
power at the workplace.

In the short term, together 
with our shop stewards, we will 
develop comprehensive risk 
registers that allow our activ-
ists to see if their workplace is 

at risk; put new technology on 
the negotiating table; ready our 
workplaces for possible strike 
action and build on our Lever-
age strategy.

Longer-term industrial objec-
tives are ambitious, setting our-
selves targets to build credible 
economic authority on a global 
scale.

Trade unions need coercive, 
industrial power. This will 
require developing our strength 
and culture in areas of the 
economy critically important to 
Britain and Ireland Plc. And in 
parallel it will mean safeguard-
ing the union by organising in 
sectors at lowest risk. But most 
importantly we will take prac-
tical, well-resourced steps to 
build genuine transnational 
networks of shop stewards and 
trade union activists.

And coupled with the indus-
trial programme will be the 
political demands — a Unite 
manifesto for the 21st-century 
workplace. We will make the 
call for technology to work for 
everyone and not just through 
re-skilling, but by demanding 
practical legislative change that 
can help us protect jobs and 

deliver shorter working time.�
Over 90 per cent of our shop 

stewards have demanded that 
their union put job protection 
and human accountability for 
the actions of technology at 
the heart of our political pro-
gramme.

This latest stage of techno-
logical transformation may 
well leave us a stark choice. 
Either automation will work for 
ordinary people, or change will 
pro�t the elite and impover-
ish great swathes of the global 
populace.�

Faced with this threat, trade 
unionism is as critical as ever. 
But it is only by bringing our 
shop stewards and activists 
together that we can get ahead 
of the game.�

And we will have to do this 
globally. Capitalism o�ers scant 
regard to borders. It is an enor-
mous challenge. But I do know 
this. If “another world” is truly 
possible, then dynamic, inter-
nationalist trade unions will 
have to be at the heart of mak-
ing it happen.

 �QSharon Graham is Unite execu-
tive o�cer.

“
We are holding 
the largest-ever 
dialogue with 
our shop 
stewards and 
activists on 
automation

the tax and bene�ts systems 
are the way to do it. On the key 
question of poverty I believe 
that Wales bene�ts from a UK 
redistributive model.”

His �rm belief in the United 
Kingdom is not about being 
“sentimentally attached to Brit-
ishness and that kind of stu�” 
but because the UK is “a great 
social insurance policy in which 
we pool our resources and redis-
tribute them according to need.

“As we move away from that, 
the case for the UK is weak-
ened,” he warns.

Drakeford is happy with cur-
rent relations between Welsh 
Labour and the Labour leader-
ship in Westminster, paying 
tribute to Keir Starmer and the 
Labour Brexit team for ensur-
ing that the devolution agenda 
is not forgotten in discussions 
with the government.

He remembers going to Lon-
don every quarter in the early 
days of devolution to give an 
account of what was going on 
in Wales to Tony Blair’s advisers.

“It was all very friendly and 
cordial, but it always had a �a-
vour to me of being called to the 
head teacher’s study to ensure 
that the unruly pupils on the 
playground weren’t getting out 
of hand. It didn’t last very long 
and maybe it was inevitable at 
the very beginning.”

Surprisingly, however, for 
someone who “was never a 
Blairite of any description,” he 
credits Blair with getting devo-
lution right after his initial 
interference to thwart Welsh 
Labour plans to elect Rhodri 
Morgan as �rst minister.

“I listened to a number of 
conversations between Rhodri 
and him which used to end with 
Blair saying: ‘Well, as you know, 
Rhodri, I wouldn’t do it that way 
myself, but you’re the �rst min-
ister of Wales. You must do it the 
way that’s right for you’.”

The left candidate’s well-
publicised backing for Jeremy 
Corbyn, together with his close 

association with both Labour 
�rst ministers, has seen him 
face questioning over whether 
he plans to tear up everything 
Labour has stood for in Wales 
and back revolutionary change 
or is simply the “continuity can-
didate” with no new ideas.

“Neither of those things is 
true. I don’t represent a break 
from Labour’s past in Wales 
because I don’t think there is a 
case for doing that,” he explains.

“We’ve been successful in 
government and been re-elected 
to government. We have a mani-

festo we’re elected on and I’m 
not turning my back on that 
at all.”

Drakeford points out that 
Wales has been the most con-
sistently left-wing part of Brit-
ain. While Scotland was domi-
nated by the Tories for a long 
time, they have never won an 
election in Wales.

“The centre of political grav-
ity in Wales is to the left of the 
UK and that drags all parties to 
the left. I have always believed 
that the place for Labour to be 
is left of centre,” he says.

He justi�es his recent com-
ment to the Welsh media that 
he sees himself as “the unity 
candidate,” pointing out that 
the assembly Labour group has 
gone through a di�cult time 
recently.

“The last six months have 
been in some ways the most 
distressing The loss of a much-
loved colleague [Carl Sargeant], 
who worked in the next o�ce 
to me since last election, had a 
real impact on the group.

“We need someone who is 
able to reach across the di�er-

ent interests the group has, 
partly because I’ve been there 
for so long and know people 
and partly, I hope, because I do 
a decent job in the responsibili-
ties I’ve had to make that group 
additionally e�ective in the sec-
ond part of this assembly term.”

Drakeford acknowledges that 
the �rst minister has had “a tor-
rid time … and it is inevitable 
and right that questions are 
asked to see what else could 
have been done and what les-
sons can be learnt.”

Nonetheless, he insists that 
“Carwyn’s record of service to 
the Labour Party and the people 
of Wales entitles him to set the 
terms for his own departure 
rather than being forced out.”

The recent Welsh Labour 
deputy leadership election 
between Carolyn Harris and 
Julie Morgan, which Harris won 
despite two-thirds of individual 
members backing Morgan, has 
meant that one member one 
vote (OMOV) is again in the 
news.

Drakeford’s backing for 
OMOV goes back to 1982 when 
Roy Hattersley proposed it — 
“and I didn’t agree with Mr 
Hattersley about a lot either” 
— because he believes that the 
party belongs to its members 
who must have the decisive say.

“Membership extends to 
levy-paying trade unionists, not 
just individual members of the 
party, but every vote must be of 
equal value. All those within the 
franchise, their decision should 
stick,” he says.

While insisting that Harris 
won “fair and square” under 
the rules and “is entitled to 
be respected in the job,” he 
notes that 33 per cent of over-
all votes came from the party’s 
trade union a�liate section on 
a turnout of 4.7 per cent in that 
section.

At the recent Wales LP annual 
conference, it was agreed to set 
up a democracy review, includ-
ing conduct of leadership elec-

tions, to report back to 2019 
conference.

Drakeford addressed a fringe 
meeting on OMOV — “it was 
packed, standing room only, 
passionate. The quality of the 
contributions and ideas was 
outstanding.”

As the audience �led out, he 
re�ected on the meeting, real-
ising that his vote as an AM in 
the electoral college was worth 
more than everybody else in 
that hall put together.

“How can that possibly be 
right? So I think the case for 
reform is unambiguous,” he 
says.

A letter from four trade 
unions — GMB, Unison, CWU 
and Usdaw — takes issue with 
members’ clamour for OMOV, 
highlighting the contradiction 
between setting up a review and 
prejudging the outcome.

But Drakeford points out that 
the review report-back date was 
set before the �rst minister’s 
decision to stand down, sug-
gesting that the review group 
should divide its workload, mak-
ing proposals to change leader-
ship election rules to a special 
autumn conference and dealing 
with other issues by next year’s 
conference.

He is also keen that the party 
should have a political choice in 
the leadership election.

“A diverse group of candi-
dates on the ballot paper will 
be a very good thing, but people 
should make their mind up on 
the basis of the views that peo-
ple represent, not on identity or 
where you’ve come from.

“That’s why I supported Jer-
emy Corbyn at the very begin-
ning when he just managed 
to get his name on the ballot 
paper.

“I didn’t imagine that he was 
likely to be the winner, but I 
wanted to say that I supported 
him to demonstrate that the 
ideas he represented continued 
to have a solid strain of support 
in the Labour Party.”

‘I have always 
believed that the 
place for Labour 
to be is left of 
centre’
Wales Finance Minister and Welsh Labour 
leadership candidate MARK 
DRAKEFORD talks to John Haylett 
about his political beliefs, devolution and 
wealth redistribution in the UK



morningstaronline.co.uk
  morningstaronline 

  @m_star_online

Morning Star 
Thursday
May 3 2018 info | entertainment12

CONTACT US
GENERAL ENQUIRIES
William Rust House
52 Beachy Road, 
London E3 2NS
enquiries@peoples-press.com
(020) 8510-0815 
(Mon-Fri 10am-5pm)

ADVERTISING
Mosh� qur Noor
ads@peoples-press.com
(020) 8510-0815 ext. 205

CIRCULATION
Bernadette Keaveney
circulation@peoples-press.com

CAMPAIGNS
Calvin Tucker
campaigns@peoples-press.com

Tell us what you’d like to see 
more of in your paper! Email
editorial@peoples-press.com 
with your ideas

WEATHER OUTLOOK

TODAY

Showers will gradually 
ease leaving evening 
sunshine. A cold and 
clear night will follow, 
with grass frost in some 
rural areas. Cloud will 
cover the northwest 
later.

NEXT FEW DAYS

Much of England and 
Wales will be dry, bright 
and increasingly warm. 
Scotland, Northern 
Ireland and parts of 
northwest England and 
Wales will be breezier 
and cooler, with occa-
sional rain.

QUIZMASTER with William Sitwell

TODAY’S QUESTIONS

YESTERDAY’S ANSWERS
1. John Ridd is the hero in which well-known 
work by RD Blackmore?  Lorna Doone.

2. Which unit of liquid capacity is equal to a 
20th of a British pint?  The � uid ounce 
(which is 0.028 litres).

3. What “rule” is the title of a mosaic in the 
United Nations building in New York? The 
Golden Rule, based on a painting by 
Norman Rockwell.

1 In geometry, what is the name 
given to a line that touches the 
edge of a circle but doesn’t 
cross it?

2 True or false: Southampton 
has the only preserved � ying 
boat in Britain.

3 What would a Swiss do with a 
“carac”?

Solution tomorrow…

DAILY SUDOKU (tough)

YOU may question BBC sta� er 
Lyse Doucet’s take on the con-
� ict, but there’s little to quib-
ble with over the title of her 
two-part documentary Syria: 
the World’s War (9pm BBC2), 
which concludes tomorrow 
night.

It’s thought that 75 coun-
tries have had some involve-
ment in a war that has lasted 
seven years in which half 
a million people have been 
killed. 

The Tour de Yorkshire 
returns with more stages: the 
women’s race is over two days 
and the men have four days 
of racing. 

No Lizzie Deignan this 
year, but Mark Cavendish and 
Greg van Avermaet are both 
expected to line up for today’s 
grand depart at Beverley, with 

bunch sprints predicted for 
today’s � nishes at Doncaster. 
See the highlights on Cycling 
(8pm ITV4).

Film of the day? “Now is the 
winter of our discontent…” 
It’s tights in Technicolor with 
Larry Olivier as Crookback 
Dick, bound for a Leicester car 
park, in his 1955 � lm adapta-
tion of Shakespeare’s Richard 
III (Talking Pictures 1.15pm). 

It’s an all-star cast, with 
Ralph Richardson, Claire 
Bloom, Cedric Hardwicke 
and John Gielgud along for the 
ride, and suitably parpy music 
by William Walton. 

Radio 3’s Composer of the 
Week continues today with 
a look at the struggles that 
Aaron Copland endured 
through the 1950s as he found 
himself persecuted for leftist 

activities by Senator Joseph 
McCarthy. 

Ironically, though the US 
composer had backed commu-
nism in the 1930s, he had been 
revolted by Stalin’s treatment 
of Shostakovich and other art-
ists and was severing his links 
with the left by the time McCa-
rthy and his witch-hunt goons 
got on his case.

Lovers of Krautrock should 
head for Mark Radcli� e and 
Stuart Maconie on BBC 6Music 
(1pm). 

They’ll be talking to the 
marvellous Irmin Schmidt, the 
sole survivor of Can’s mainstay 
lineup (Schmidt on keyboards, 
guitarist Michael Karoli, drum-
mer Jaki Liebezeit and bassist 
Holger Czukay), alongside 
author Rob Young, who has 
written a book about the band.

TV preview  with Ann Douglas

Seven years in, and they’ve all dipped 
a dirty � nger in Syria’s bloody pie

Yesterday’s sudoku

DESTRUCTION: 
Lyse Doucet in Homs

Payable to PPFF to:
Fighting Fund, 52 Beachy Rd, London E3 2NS

Give by post...
From 10am-5pm on 
(020) 8510-0815

phone...
morningstaronline.co.uk/
pages/support-us

and online

Fighting Fund  with Keith Stoddart

MAY DAY is International 
Workers Day, celebrated the 
world over and it was great to 
see all the messages of solidar-
ity in Tuesday’s paper.

I’m pleased to say the Star 
was remembered by some of 
those attending May Day events. 

From Illinois $25 arrived 
with May Day greetings, an 
extra £5 from Bristol and an 
ex-docker in London at a May 

Day rally gave a Star sta� er 
£100 for the fund. Fife RSG as 
part of their celebrations held a 
Class and Culture event on the 
impact of the Russian Revolu-
tion on Britain. 

I now know a Soviet was 
established in 1920 in Methil, 
£40 was raised and that they 
sold out of 12 Morning Stars 
they had brought along. 

With festivities lasting till 

next week’s holiday, make sure 
that you use these opportuni-
ties to promote the Star. 

This weekend we will have 
an extra special edition to 
coincide with the 200th anni-
versary of Karl Marx’s birthday.

With contributions from 
some of our sister papers in 
Europe it’s going to be a belter. 

We all know how important 
the fund is in keeping the Star 

going. However, what we really 
need is an increase in circula-
tion to put us on a � rmer � nan-
cial footing. Please use any 
opportunities you have to use 
the special edition to introduce 
the paper to new readers. 

From Devon £20 arrived 
along with £10 from Hinck-
ley, £20 from Westcli� -on-Sea 
means, with a daily total of 
£545.26, we o�  to a � ying start.

YOU’VE RAISED:

£5,224

28days left
WE NEED: 

£12,776

Alamet’s 
Crosswords are 

� endish fun on 
Saturday
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Perceptive take on male bonding 
�Q��THEATRE REVIEW

Opera meets experiment 
in adaptation of  
4:48 Psychosis

�Q OPERA REVIEW �QTHEATRE REVIEW

The Prudes
Royal Court, London
�+�+�,�,�,

J
ESS and Jimmy haven’t 
had sex for 14 months 
and four days.

They want to solve the 
problem once and for all 

and that means confronting 
their pasts and their anxieties 
and, as their relationship and 
desires come under scrutiny in 
Anthony Neilson’s The Prudes, 
it becomes obvious that Jimmy 
is really struggling to deal with 
contemporary sexual politics.

He’s a good guy, but it’s really 
hard to be a good guy.

Jonjo O’Neill and Sophie Rus-
sell play Jimmy and Jess with 
charm and nuance and they do 
an excellent job with the awk-
ward humour of a play billed 
as a satire on male responses 

No antidote to 
toxic masculinity

When We Were Brothers
The Underground, Bradford
�+�+�+�+�,

“BOYS don’t cry,” might have 
been an alternative title for 
When We Were Brothers, given 
could the number of times that 
phrase is repeated throughout 
the one-hour play.

In this exploration of male 
mental health, it’s �rst uttered 
when the local bully sits on the 
chest of seven-year-old Danny 
(Levi Payne) and it’s reprised 
when pre-adolescent Tommo 
(Philip D McQuillan) is at his 
grandfather’s funeral and his 
Uncle Tommy (“a bullying 

prick”) jeers at him for being 
upset. And it’s there when the 
two blood brothers make a code 
of conduct, on the list alongside 
“don’t hit girls.”

Those incidents, delivered in 
retrospective episodes, mark 
the milestones in the friend-
ship between the two boys. 
The thoughtful and academic 
mixed-race Danny escapes 
from working-class Bradford to 
London as a computer science 
graduate and his experiences 
teach him emotional intelli-
gence while Tommo, trapped 
in his home town as a labourer, 
becomes “cold and quiet” with 
barely contained rage.

His single mother Julie 

(Vanessa Pound), whose north-
ern grit could have been taken 
straight from a kitchen-sink 
drama, can only watch help-
lessly from the sidelines as 
her love for her son is mixed 
with resentment as he becomes 
increasingly dependent on 
her following the departure 
of Danny and then of his girl-
friend.

Playwright Ben Tagoe, fresh 
from writing for Coronation 
Street, weaves themes of rac-
ism, bullying, absent fathers 
and peer pressure into the nar-
rative of this Freedom Studios 
production. This could make 
for heavy going but he knows 
when to ease the tension, as in 

one humorous scene where the 
18-year-olds drop Ecstasy in a 
nightclub. It’s only under the 
in�uence that they feel su�-
ciently liberated from social 
constraints to awkwardly hug.

Staged in the stereotypically 
male environment of a pub, 
director Aisha Khan uses the 
physical con�nes to create an 
intensity shared with an audi-
ence in close proximity. We see 

every tensed muscle and, ulti-
mately, share in the characters’ 
sense of hope.

Runs until May 5, box o�ce: 
undergroundbradford.com

SUSAN DARLINGTON
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4:48 Psychosis
Lyric Hammersmith, London
�+�+�+�,�,

4:48 Psychosis was written 
by Sarah Kane shortly before 
her tragic suicide in 1999. 
Known for her uncompro-
mising portrayals of the dark 
and extreme side of life her 
last play, premiered the fol-
lowing year, charts the trials 
of a woman struggling with 
her mental health, intrusive 
and suicidal thoughts and 
her journey through the 
medical system.

Adapted as an opera by 
composer Philip Venables for 
the Royal Opera, this version 
has six female voices deliver-
ing Kane’s original stream-
of-consciousness text.

 This freedom of a work 
with no named characters 
or stage directions allows 
the interpretation to be 
constructed around a sin-
gle main character Gwen 
(Gweneth-Ann Rand), who 
portrays the bulk of the men-
tal anguish, and Lucy (Lucy 
Shaufer), who predominantly 
assumes the roles of psychi-
atrists and other medical 
authority �gures.

The other performers rep-
resent a sometimes confus-
ing array of medical sta�, 
internal voices and objects 
of unrequited love, as well 
as acting as a chorus.

The emotional range of 
opera might be seen as the 
ideal match for the subject 
matter — suicidal thoughts, 
isolation and desperation — 
dealt with in Kane’s play. But, 
oddly, it is the scenes where 
the text is projected onto the 
set to dramatic and surpris-
ing percussion, including 
hammers, pipes and very 

physical drumming from a 
stand-out percussion section, 
which are most a�ecting.

The mismatch between the 
anguish being portrayed in 
the text and the unmoving 
faces of the performers, with 
their emotions expressed 
through deep thumps and 
clangs, powerfully illustrates 
the disconnect of an individ-
ual with their mind running 
out of their control.

Scenes that are sung 
through are less a�ecting, 
although the performers rise 
to the production’s demands. 
The power of words from a 
woman losing her grip on 
life simply isn’t conveyed 
through song and surtitle 
and the almost constant 
interaction between Gwen 
and the chorus somehow 
detracts from the intense 
isolation and helplessness 
at the heart of Kane’s play.

Directed by Ted Hu�man, 
this is an intriguing interpre-
tation of a uniquely powerful 
work, but perhaps it’s most 
suited to those with twin 
loves of opera and experi-
mental theatre.

Runs until May 4, box o�ce: 
lyric.co.uk

ELLY BAKER
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KATHERINE M GRAHAM is unconvinced 
by a male response to #MeToo
to the #MeToo movement. 
O’Neill’s hurt little-boy act con-
vinces, while Russell brilliantly 
conveys the sense of a woman 
pushed too far.

But, while it’s absolutely 
necessary that masculinity is 
interrogated in this context, 
is Neilson’s play the interroga-
tion that the movement and its 
participants deserve?

A generous take on The 
Prudes, which Neilson also 
directs, is that it demonstrates 
the toxicity of the kind of self-
centred masculinity that we’ve 
seen implicit in many reactions 
to #MeToo.

It’s a masculinity that con-
sistently proclaims its own 
confusion – “I don’t know what 

I’m allowed to want any more” 
– without actually listening 
to the responses, a masculin-
ity that pruriently and subtly 
demands the detailed revela-
tion of abuse and then fore-
grounds its own reaction to 
those experiences.

And it’s a masculinity so 
invested in being the “good 
guy” that it doesn’t actually 
stop to think about what that 
might mean or be.

A less generous reading is 
that this is not new — it’s been 
widely �agged up, discussed 
and critiqued. All Neilson does 
is compactly restate the prob-
lem and The Prudes doesn’t 
develop or critique it beyond 
saying: “Look how ridiculous 

this male victimhood is.” Great. 
But so what?

There’s a point in the pro-
duction where the audience is 
asked to con�rm that Jimmy has 
revealed deeply private informa-
tion about Jess to us — he has 
— information she explicitly 
asked him not to share.

At the performance I saw, 
Russell directly asked a young 
man in the audience whether 
this is the case. He immediately 
denied that Jimmy had told us 
and this explicit defence of a 
man’s public violation of his 
partner’s needs is perhaps the 
play’s most poignant, and tell-
ing, moment.

Runs until June 2, box o�ce: 
royalcourttheatre.com

Pic: Manuel Harlan
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REGARDING Ruth Smeeth 
MP, Morning Star read-
ers may like to know that 
WikiLeaks seemed to have 
revealed she was an inform-
ant for the US embassy in 
London.

A 2009 confidential memo, 
leaked as part of the famous 
2010 United States diplo-

matic cables leak, noted that 
Smeeth (labelled as “strictly 
protect” by the author of the 
document) had briefed the 
US embassy on plans by Gor-
don Brown’s government to 
announce a general election 
even though “this informa-
tion has not been reported 
in the press.”

“Labour shouldn’t be open 
to officials or members who 
are informing about party 
matters to foreign powers, 
whether it be US, Russia, 
China, anyone,” investiga-
tive journalist Matt Kennard 
noted on Twitter.

IAN SINCLAIR
London E15

WikiLeaks revelation on Smeeth

Focus is on Jewish 
and black members
LABOUR’S national constitu-
tional committee’s idea of purg-
ing the party of anti-semites 
and racists seems to be to expel 
as many Jewish and black mem-
bers as possible — what chance 
does Jackie Walker have?

If anyone needs to be 
expelled, it is the current com-
mittee for bringing the party 
into disrepute.

MARTIN DAVIDSON
Cadiar, Spain

GRAHAM STEVENSON 
explores the Star archives

�Q��“THE legislation 
which robbed us 

of our civil rights was 
conceived in fear – and its 
progeny is appropriately 
grotesque.” The note was 
thus set for the Union 
of Post O�  ce Workers 
annual conference by its 
chair, C J Geddes, later 
the general secretary, 
which was faithfully 
reported from Margate by 
Rose Smith in the Daily 
Worker of May 3 1938.

In 1927, a Conservative 
government had passed 
the Trade Disputes and 
Trade Unions Act, which 
outlawed general strikes 
and sympathetic strikes, 
and banned civil serv-
ants – which post o�  ce 
workers were – from 
being in a union a�  li-
ated to the Trade Union 
Congress. The Labour 
Party lost about a third 
of its income after union 
members were forced 
to contract in to paying 
union political levies.

Restoring “full civil 
rights to post o�  ce 
workers” was an impor-
tant part of the struggle 
for better wages and con-
ditions of work, Geddes 
said. Despite hindrances, 

the UPW had increased 
membership by over 
6,000 in a year, bringing 
the total to 122,000. But 
the Postmaster-General, 
a senior political o�  ce 
that ran the service, was 
“quite willing to take 
advantage of the extra 
pro� t we create, pro� t 
which is obtained by extra 
endeavour, loyalty, strain, 
and faithful service.” 

A big advance had been 
won for women by the 
union towards equal pay 
for equal work, despite 
the employer’s “grudging 
and tardy recognition of 
the claim.” Disappoint-
ingly, though rises had 
been won they still did 
not meet the Civil Service 
concession that women’s 
wages should be not be 
less than 80 per cent of 
the pay of men.

Postal workers call for civil rights

80 YEARS AGO TODAY...

You can read editions of the Daily Worker  (1930-45) and Morning Star (200 0-today), online at

Ten days’ access costs just £5.99  and a year is £72

mstar.link/DWMSarchive

I SUGGEST the proposal to 
reintroduce standing at foot-
ball matches (Wenger Joins 
Calls For Safe Standing, M 
Star April 20) is thoughtless, 
sel� sh and ignores the inter-
ests of others, even if we have 
forgotten the main reason — 
safety — why it was changed 
in the � rst place.

Standing means that the 
taller people can see best. 
Children, older people, 
who tend to be smaller, and 
women, who on average are 
shorter than men, will see less 
well if standing is introduced.

For children, a seat o� ers 
a safe prescribed space to be 
occupied in a way not possible 
for a standing place, even if 
the latter could be designated.

In fact, standing provi-
sion might even be illegal by 

being discriminatory because 
of the average smaller height 
of women, who would be thus 
disadvantaged by that gender 
di� erence. 

It would be discriminatory 
by age too. Older people could 
not be expected to stand for up 
to two hours or even more, so 
might not feel able to attend. 

Reserving places would be near 
impossible for standing places, 
whereas seats can be reserved 
and occupants do not have to 
be present for long periods 
before matches begin.

Some people are saying 
there is a better atmosphere 
when standing, but Wimble-
don and other seated arenas 
seem not to dampen enthu-
siasm. 

Behaviour is likely to be 
better with a seated attend-
ance. People are less mobile 
when seated, and hooligan 
behaviour is more di�  cult, 
as also are pitch invasions.

Please leave the current 
position alone — or even 
extend the seated accommo-
dation to other divisions.

ROY BRIDE
Berkhamsted

‘Safe’ standing in stadiums is sel� sh
�Q FOOTBALL SAFETY

Party expulsions 
are a witch-hunt

�Q ANTI-SEMITISM ROW

THE Marc Wadsworth expul-
sion is a travesty of justice 
and/or a tremendously mala-
droit start to Labour’s long 
overdue drive against anti-
semitism within the party.

Wadsworth had denounced 
MP Ruth Smeeth for consort-
ing with a Telegraph journal-
ist at the Chakrabarti Report 
launch.

There’s no evidence he 

said anything anti-semitic. 
He denies he even knew that 
Smeeth is Jewish. In fact, he’s 
been expelled for “bringing 
Labour into disrepute.” But 
even if one accepts that he 
acted stupidly, the disrepute 
charge is massively overstat-
ing the case.

What could be said is that 
his behaviour was, maybe, 
too aggressive and showed 

lack of proper regard for the 
purpose of the meeting: to 
discuss anti-semitism within 
the party. Perhaps he should 
have been asked to leave the 
room. But not expelled from 
the party.

To have kicked out 
Wadsworth on such � imsy 
grounds is simply perverse.

JIM DENHAM
Birmingham

PILOT: Celtic introduced a standing area in 2016 that � ts 2,000 fans

MP RUTH SMEETH has clearly 
brought the Labour Party 
into dispute with her wild 
accusations against Marc 
Wadsworth.

She also has a past history 
of collusion with the Israeli 
apartheid regime, having 
worked as director of public 
a� airs and campaigns at the 

British Israel Communications 
and Research Centre.

If she has received hate 
mail and threats, then the 
perpetrators should be con-
demned. 

However, zionism — which, 
as Schlomo Sand so cogently 
argues is the negation of Juda-
ism — and all other forms of 
racism and supremacism are 
unacceptable. 

For that reason, wouldn’t 
it be logical for Labour’s 
national constitutional com-
mittee to simply boot her out?

In all events, I’m sure her 
constituents will have had 
enough of her at the next 
elections.

GERRY TRAYNOR
Grisolles, France

Smeeth should face 
hearing over zionism

LABOUR’S right wing will 
welcome the fact that mem-
bers like George Anthony 
are considering tearing up 
their membership cards 
because of the recent expul-
sions (Letters, M Star May 1). 

Remember, that is the 
reason they orchestrated 
the witch-hunt in the � rst 
place.

Those being targeted for 
expulsion have asked all 
Corbyn supporters to stay 
in the party and not play 
into the hands of those who 
want to destroy his leader-
ship.

Please think again com-
rade.

NOEL HANNON
London SW8

Don’t leave the Labour Party over the purges

HAVE YOUR SAY
Write (up to 300 words) to 

letters@peoples-press.com 

or by post: 52 Beachy Rd, 

London E3 2NS

THE STAR editorial on Marc 
Wadsworth (April 28-29) cer-
tainly caught my eye, espe-
cially the bit about Labour 
MPs having cosy relationships 
with right-wing newspapers.

It reminded me of the time 
I was in Norwich Waitrose a 
few years back and saw MP 
Charles Clarke in the restau-
rant reading the Daily Tel-
egraph.

I called over to him and said 
I read the Telegraph from time 
to time, to which he replied: 
“Well, I read it sometimes.”

“Yes,” I thought: “To see if 
the mud you and your mates 
are throwing at Gordon Brown 
has been put in.”

But I did not say anything.
CHRIS GOULD

Norwich

Right-wing reading 
choice for ClarkeMEDIA SCRUM: Marc Wadsworth is interviewed following his expulsion

BEFORE THE HEARING: Smeeth
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T
HE women's edi-
tion of the Tour 
de Yorkshire takes 
another major step 
forward this week 

as it expands to two stages for 
the �rst time.

What began has a glori�ed 
criterium around York in 2015 
has quickly grown to become 
one of the biggest races out-
side of the Women’s WorldTour 
calendar.

Organisers have been push-
ing for bigger and better 
things from the beginning, 
but to get on they needed per-
mission from British Cycling 
to expand the men’s race to 
four days.

That allowed them to design 
routes which take the race to 
all four corners of the county 
while still having starts and 
�nishes close enough together 
that race o�cials could cover 
a stage for the women in the 
morning and get back to the 
start in time for the men later 
in the day.

And so this year’s women’s 
race will see riders tackle an 
82-mile route from Beverley to 
Doncaster today before racing 
80 miles between Barnsley and 
the summit �nish on the Cow 
and Calf outside Ilkley tomor-
row.

Adding one extra day may 
seem like a small change, but 

it will fundamentally alter the 
dynamic of the racing.

“You have to think now 
whether you’re going for a 
stage victory or the overall 
general classi�cation,” said 
Dani Rowe, who will race for 
the Great Britain squad in 
Yorkshire.

Rowe, who picked up bronze 
in the Commonwealth Games 
road race on Australia’s Gold 
Coast four weeks ago, will 
begin as one of the favourites 
in the absence of 2017 winner 
Lizzie Deignan, who is taking 
a break to have a child.

“I always absolutely love rid-
ing in the UK,” said Rowe, who 
�nished 10th behind Deignan 

in Harrogate last year. “It’s 
amazing the support we get on 
the side of the road. I’m really 
looking forward to it.”

The Tour de Yorkshire may 
not be part of the Women's 
World Tour, but it has shown 
itself determined to push 
the boundaries for women’s 
cycling. When organisers 
announced a £50,000 prize 
fund for the race in 2016, it was 
the record for a women’s race 
and exceeded the pot available 
to the men at the time.

That quickly prompted a 
response from the Women’s 
Tour and Ride London to sub-
stantially increase their own 
prize funds, while attracting a 

world-class �eld of teams and 
riders to Yorkshire.

The prize fund remains a 
huge part of the draw and the 
stage winners in the women’s 
race will receive 40 per cent 
more than male stage winners 
this year.

“The top riders in the world 
are not just attracted to the fact 
we're able to o�er one of the larg-
est prize funds in the sport and 
full live TV coverage. It's because 
they get to ride in front of mas-
sive crowds, receive a warm 
Yorkshire welcome and the ter-
rain provides a tough and varied 
test," said Welcome to Yorkshire 
chief executive Gary Verity.

PRESS ASSOCIATION

�QROAD RACING

Yorkshire Tour keeps showing 
the way for women’s cycling
TOUR DE FORCE: Introduction of a second stage is a major leap forward that transforms the competition

�QRUGBY UNION

Western revolution to make rugby more exciting
by Our Sports Desk

AUSTRALIAN out�t Western 
Force are hoping to “revolu-
tionise the way rugby is played” 
after closed law trials were 
approved for all of their home 
matches in the World Rugby 
Series.

Following a request from 
Rugby Australia, World Rugby 
have allowed the use of rules 
designed to increase the pace 

of the game and generate 
extra excitement starting with 
tomorrow’s clash with Fiji War-
riors in Perth.

Among the changes is the 
allocation of seven points every 
time a “power try” is scored — 
a touchdown launched from 
inside the attacking team’s 22 
with no break in continuity.

Green lights will run down 
the side of the posts if a power 
try is possible, turning red 
when it’s not. After scoring, a 

further two points will be avail-
able from a conversion.

Further law adjustments will 
enable teams to take line-outs as 
quickly as they like without hav-
ing to wait for the other team 
or referee, scrums must take no 
longer than a minute and a total 
of 12 substitutions can be made 
throughout the match instead 
of the current eight.

“What you will see in the 
World Series Rugby matches 
this year has the potential to 

revolutionise the way rugby is 
played, but it is only the begin-
ning of how we are thinking 
about the future of this great 
game,” Force chief executive 
Nick Marvin said.

“All the feedback we are 
receiving from diehard fans, 
players, o�cials and the wider 
community is that something 
needs to change, and we are 
prepared to be the ones to lead 
the way.”

The Force, who were 

removed from Super Rugby 
last year, are to play a series of 
games against representative 
teams from Fiji, Tonga, Samoa 
and Hong Kong between May 
and August.

“Approval was granted sub-
ject to the fact that this is a 
unique one-o� trial and a full-
detail statistical analysis of the 
outcomes will be presented to 
us by Rugby Australia following 
the conclusion of the series,” 
World Rugby said.

�QRUGBY LEAGUE

WEST WALES RAIDERS 
have sacked head coach 
Jon Ellis three days after 
their record 144-0 League 1 
defeat by York.

The club have placed Phil 
Carleton, who was coach 
during its time as South 
Wales from 2016-17, in tem-
porary charge for Sunday’s 
game at Bradford.

Club chairman Andrew 
Thorne said: “This has been 
one of the hardest decisions 
that the board and myself 
have had to make.

“Jon has been a stalwart 
of the club and has helped 
the club grow since it 
started in Mynydd y Gar-
reg. However, where we are 
now and where we need to 
be are miles apart.

“Jon is a fantastic coach 
and has been involved 
in the development of so 
many young players for the 
past eight years, some of 
whom are in Super League 
today, but what the club 
needs at the moment is 
more than a coach.

“We have to change the 
culture that is embedded 
in Rugby League in Wales 
and to do that we need to 
look for someone who can 
manage players as well as 
coach them.”

Raiders 
sack Ellis 
after 144-0 
drubbing

�QEQUESTRIAN

Townend 
goes in as 
world No 1
OLIVER TOWNEND will 
begin his quest to win 
the Badminton Horse Tri-
als opening today as the 
new world number one.

The British rider has 
overtaken Germany’s 
reigning Olympic 
champion Michael Jung 
following his victory in 
the Kentucky event last 
weekend.

It is the �rst time since 
2009 that Yorkshireman 
Townend has headed the 
Federation Equestre Inter-
nationale world list, and 
he ends Jung’s three-year 
reign as number one.

If 35-year-old Townend 
wins in Gloucestershire 
he will also complete the 
£255,000 Grand Slam, 
which is awarded for 
consecutive victories at 
Burghley, Kentucky and 
Badminton.

Eventing’s Grand Slam 
has only been achieved 
twice before: by Jung in 
2016 and Britain’s Pippa 
Funnell 15 years ago.

WARM WELCOME: The 
women’s race in April 2017
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�QICE HOCKEY

FIVE members of Swe-
den’s national junior 
team and their coach 
have been disciplined 
by the International Ice 
Hockey Federation for 
taking o�  their silver 
medals during the clos-
ing ceremony of this past 
year’s tournament.

The IIHF issued 
multiple-game suspen-
sions against the players, 
including defenceman 
Rasmus Dahlin, who 
is projected to be the 
number-one pick in the 
NHL draft in June.

Dahlin is suspended 
from playing the � rst 
two games of the Under-
18 world championship 
next year, though the 
ban does not apply to 
any other league.

Captain Lias Anders-
son was issued a four-
game ban from next 
year’s world juniors 
after throwing his silver 
medal to a fan in the 
stands following a 3-1 
loss to Canada in the 
championship game dur-
ing the tournament.

The actions violated an 
IIHF rule requiring play-
ers and team o�  cials 
to wear medals around 
their necks during the 
closing ceremony and 
post-game media avail-
abilities.

Sextet in hot 
water after 
casting aside 
silver medals

X RATED
Ling� eld 5:00 (nap)

THUNDERBELL
Redcar 2:40

Farringdon’s Doubles

PA NAP NAME HERE
Racecourse 00:00

Houseman’s Choice

TODAY’S TIPS

�QCYCLING

GIRO: DON’T LET ISRAEL 
‘SPORTSWASH’ CRIMES
by Our Sports Desk

ISRAEL is using the Giro d’Italia 
to “sportswash” its reputation 
while cracking down on Pal-
estinian protesters, Amnesty 
International charged yester-
day. 

Cycling’s second biggest race 
after the Tour de France, the 
Giro starts in Jerusalem tomor-
row, with two further days of 
racing in Israel over the week-
end before the action resumes 
in Sicily on Tuesday.

Israeli-Canadian billionaire 
Sylvan Adams and the Israeli 
government have spent at least 
£15 million on bringing the 
race to Jerusalem — the � rst 
time the race has started out-
side Europe — but the largest 
sports event Israel has hosted 
will begin against a backdrop 
of renewed violence.

Amnesty says the Israeli mili-
tary has killed 35 Palestinians 
and injured more than 5,500 
others since weekly protests 
started in the Gaza Strip on 
March 30.

Amnesty UK director Kate 
Allen said: “We’re not going 
to tell the Giro d’Italia organ-
isers where they should and 
shouldn’t start the race, but 
the Jerusalem launch inevitably 
means Israel’s dismal human 
rights record is going to be in 
the spotlight.

“The authorities in Jerusalem 
may have thought that the glitz 
of Giro d’Italia might have a 
‘sportswash’ e� ect, removing 
some of the stain of Israel’s 
human rights record. Instead, 

it’s likely to bring it back into 
focus yet again.”

Allen said the race will begin 
only weeks after the security 
forces “unleashed excessive, 
deadly force against Palestin-
ian protesters in Gaza, includ-
ing children,” and tomorrow’s 
stage will start next to East 
Jerusalem, the occupied part 
of the city where “Palestinians 
are facing house demolitions, 

illegal settlement building and 
a host of restrictions on their 
movement.”

As a result, Allen urged the 
riders to be ready to answer 
questions about the human 
rights situation and use their 
in� uence to make sure protests 
are not suppressed, Palestinian 
contractors are treated well 
and Palestinian spectators are 
allowed to watch the race.

RCS Sport, the Giro’s own-
ers and organisers, declined 
to comment on the speci� cs of 
the Amnesty statement, saying 
they were there “to organise a 
sports event.”

The issue was also not 
addressed during a press con-
ference attended by Adams, 
three Israeli government 
ministers and the Israeli 
police commissioner at the 

race headquarters in Jerusa-
lem yesterday.

The Palestinian Campaign 
for the Academic and Cultural 
Boycott of Israel has opposed 
the race being held in Israel 
since it was announced.

It has produced an online tool 
showing how the Giro is white-
washing the ethnic cleansing of 
Palestine, which can be found at 
mstar.link/Giroboycott.

Amnesty International accuses Tel Aviv of trying to hide its human rights abuses behind the glitz of competition

�QFOOTBALL

Celtic � rst club to provide free tampons
by Our Sports Desk

CELTIC is to become the � rst 
football club in Britain to pro-
vide free sanitary products to 
female fans.

Three female fans launched 
a petition and lobbied Hoops 
o�  cials to begin providing the 
service, with one of the trio, 
Erin Slaven, announcing yes-
terday that their campaign had 
been a success.

“Surprise! We did it,” she 
tweeted. “After an eventful 
campaign, lots of research 
and co-operation with Celtic 

— sanitary products will be 
free in Celtic Park from next 
season. Thanks so much to eve-
rybody who helped us! Leading 
by example, the Celtic Way!”

Following the campaign 
by Slaven and friends Orlaith 
Du� y and Mikaela McKinlay, 
sanitary products will be avail-
able free in Celtic Park from 
the start of August on a trial 
basis, with plans for permanent 
facilities in December.

Labour MSP and campaign 
supporter Monica Lennon was 
quick to o� er her congratula-
tions.

“This is a brilliant victory 

for the activists who have 
been campaigning to secure 
free access to sanitary prod-
ucts at Celtic Park. After 
discussions with fans, I’m 
delighted that Celtic have 
taken this progressive step 
to become the � rst football 
club in the UK to provide free 
sanitary products. 

“Menstruation should never 
be a barrier for women partici-
pating in football or supporting 
their team. As part of my ongo-
ing campaign to tackle period 
poverty, I’m meeting the Scot-
tish FA next month regarding 
its policies on menstruation for 

all football clubs in Scotland. 
“Congratulations to Celtic 

and the campaigners who have 
fought for this positive step. I 
look forward to other football 
clubs and businesses across 
Scotland following their lead.”

donate ONLINE morningstaronline.co.uk/page/support-us

INSPIRED: Celtic Park

SPOT THE 
CRACKDOWN: 
Team Israel in 
training this week


