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 HATE COUTURE
by Ceren Sagir

A RACIST customer was given 
privileged treatment and com-
forted rather than condemned by a 
Primark store’s management after 
refusing to be served by a black cash-
ier, customers reported yesterday.

Sta� and other customers over-
heard the woman shouting “black 
people are dirty” at the till in the 
budget clothes chain’s branch in 
Stratford, east London, on Monday 
evening.

A witness called Antonietta, who 
did not want her surname published, 
said sta� and customers in the 
store, located in the West�eld shop-
ping centre, were shocked by the 
woman’s behaviour and two other 
customers complained about the 
manager’s handling of the situation.

She said: “Myself and another 
customer took the manager’s 
name to complain further. The 
other woman is going to complain 
to West�eld’s head o�ce.

“Customers were also frustrated 
because the woman was allowed to 
stay in the store as if the behaviour 
was normal.”

Antonietta said a pregnant black 
Muslim woman next to the racist in 
the queue challenged her and was 
told: “I don’t want to be served by 
black people because they are dirty.”

The witness continued: “The preg-
nant woman asked her: ‘What are 
you doing in Primark, then? All of 
the till sta� in front of you are black.’

“The racist woman then repeated 
her statement a further two times. 
She did not care.

“Even though it was obvious 
there was a commotion, no sta� 
intervened.”

Antonietta said the manager, 
whose name was given as “Elina,” 
appeared 10 minutes later and 
approached the woman from 
behind the counter.

“The woman then explained 
she didn’t want to be served by a 
black sta� member, to which Elina 
replied: ‘I understand, but there are 

di�erent ways of saying things’,” 
the witness added.

“The woman was then given a 
basket for her belongings and per-
sonally escorted by the manager to 
the other lower ground �oor tills.

“Although I do think that the 
manager had not been trained on 
how to deal with the situation, as 
human nature we know what’s 
right and wrong.

“The problem is the manager’s 
reaction was one of sympathy 
towards the person who was being 
racist, rather than having her 
removed from the store.”

Antonietta says abusive hate 
crimes should not be “rewarded 
with sympathy and VIP service.

“This kind of behaviour will 
isolate black sta� and make them 
feel they can’t address incidents of 
racism in the workplace.

“These racist incidents are still 
happening and I feel some people 
are very open about it regardless of 
it being 2018.”
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�QRAIL DISPUTE 

Activists take protest for 
train guards to Parliament
by Marcus Barnett

RAIL workers and disabled 
activists from across the coun-
try held a protest yesterday to 
defend the role of the guard 
on the train.

Hundreds of RMT members 
and their supporters demon-
strated outside Parliament 
to commemorate the second 
anniversary of industrial 
action to defend the guard.

The demonstration came as 
the union announced fresh 
strikes on Arriva Rail North, 
Greater Anglia and South West-
ern Railway services in May.

In a packed meeting in the 
House of Commons, guards and 
other union members were 
met by shadow transport sec-
retary Andy McDonald, Labour 
Party chair Ian Lavery and 
new Labour MP Dan Carden, 
among other MPs and railway 
campaigners.

Mr McDonald congratulated 
the “de� ant stance” of the RMT, 
telling workers that Transport 
Secretary Chris Grayling is “a 
very worried man.”

He said: “The government’s 
stance is totemic. Grayling 
is running a rail system that 
does not deliver competition, 
does not deliver value, and is 
collapsing.

“It shows what slavish, 
pro� t-driven ideology is at 
work here.

“The guard’s role is not 
about pushing a button. This 
is about security. It’s about 
sex attacks and hate crimes. 
It’s about accessibility. Rail-
way employers can choose to 
ignore this at their peril.”

Reminding delegates that 
the broad opinion of the whole 
country is behind the guards, 
he said that this dispute “will 
not end,” and assured train 
guards of the support of the 
Labour Party.

Mr Carden pointed to the 
real change in the Labour 
Party about supporting indus-
trial disputes: “Isn’t it incred-
ible that the Labour front 
bench is addressing this 
meeting, and backing 
the RMT wholeheart-
edly?”

RMT general 
secretary Mick 
Cash received a 
standing ova-
tion, and con-
g r a t u l a t e d 
workers on 
cont i nu i ng 
the � ght for 
two years.

“ O u r 
guards are 
at the fore-

front of the campaign to make 
sure we keep a safe, secure, 
accessible railway.

“I urge you — keep it up. 
There is still fuel in the tank, 
there’s more to come.

“The end result of this battle 
will be making sure that we 
keep a second safety-critical 
person on every train in the 
country.”

marcusbarnett@peoples-
press.com

�QDEPORTATION SHAME

‘Ruthless’ Rudd implored to 
resign over Windrush mess
by Lamiat Sabin
Parliamentary Reporter

AMBER RUDD should resign as 
Home Secretary over the Win-
drush immigration scandal, 
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn 
said yesterday.

Mr Corbyn said that Ms Rudd 
had “inherited a failing policy 
and made it worse,” and it was 
now time for her to go.

He was referring to the gov-
ernment policies design to 
construct a “hostile environ-
ment” for immigrants, brought 
in under now-Prime Minister 
Theresa May when she was 
home secretary.

Mr Corbyn challenged Ms 
May to explain why she, dur-
ing her six years at the Home 
O�  ce, had ignored warnings 
from then communities sec-
retary Eric Pickles, Hackney 
North MP Diane Abbott, and 
even her own o�  cials about 
discrimination caused by the 
measures.

Mr Corbyn cited a 2014 inter-
nal Home O�  ce memo which 

said people would � nd it harder 
to � nd homes due to landlords, 
as well as front-line public serv-
ants workers, being recruited as 
de facto immigration inspectors.

Ms May insisted her “hostile 
environment” policies were only 
targeted at people living in Brit-
ain illegally.

However the current scandal 
involves people born in Com-
monwealth countries who came 
to Britain entirely legally, who 
are now threatened with being 
cut o�  from vital services and 
deportation.

Mr Corbyn said the mistreat-

ment of the Windrush genera-
tion is a direct result of Ms May 
and Ms Rudd’s policies.

He said Ms Rudd had wanted 
to harden the “cruel and mis-
directed policy” when she took 
over from Ms May at the Home 
O�  ce, saying she pledged to do 
so “ruthlessly.”

Mr Corbyn told MPs: “A report 
last month by immigration o�  -
cials stated the hostile environ-
ment measures were not even 
having the desired e� ect.

“The current Home Secre-
tary inherited a failing policy 
and made it worse. Isn’t it time 

she took responsibility and 
resigned?”

Tottenham Labour MP David 
Lammy said that in 2011 he 
wrote to then immigration 
minister Damian Green about 
a constituent who came to Brit-
ain in 1956 at the age of four 
but was told he was no longer 
allowed to work after 40 years 
in employment.

He said that Mr Green 
“wrote to me and basically said: 
‘Tough’.”

Mr Lammy asked Ms May to 
explain what compensation will 
be available to his constituent 
who has been unemployed for 
seven years.

He also called for reassurance 
that the Home O�  ce wouldn’t 
use its new hotline for Windrush 
immigrants as a way of rounding 
them up for deportation.
Ms May said Ms Rudd will out-
line the compensation scheme 
“shortly” and claimed that 
“there is no question of taking 
enforcement action when peo-
ple ring that hotline.”

lamiatsabin@peoples-press.com
Star comment: p8

�QMEMORIAL

Holocaust 
victim to be 
honoured by 
trade unions
SCOTTISH trade unionists left 
for Auschwitz yesterday – to 
commemorate a Scottish mis-
sionary who died in the nazi 
concentration camp.

Jane Haining moved to Buda-
pest in 1932 to become matron 
of the girls’ home at the Church 
of Scotland mission school in 
the city – where many Jewish 
girls were educated.

As anti-semitism rose across 
Europe, the Church of Scotland 
urged Ms Haining to come home.

She refused, writing back: 
“If these children needed me 
in days of sunshine, how much 
more do they need me in these 
days of darkness?”

In 1944, she was arrested by 
the Gestapo, accused of spy-
ing for Britain. She died after 
two months of incarceration at 
Auschwitz.

The delegation from Unison 
Scotland has been accompanied 
by Ms Haining’s niece Dierdre 
McDowell. 

The activists will attend a 
memorial service in Birkenau, 
where Ms McDowell will lay a 
wreath.

�QFRONT PAGE

West� eld 
Primark 
caught in 
racism row
FROM  P1: Antonietta said she 
will report the incident to the 
police.

A spokesperson told the Star: 
“We have investigated this alle-
gation, which included speaking 
to all employees involved, and 
found no evidence of any racist 
comments made in our West� eld 
Stratford store on Monday.

“The customer was moved 
from the exchange/refund queue 
to a sales till in order to pay for 
her goods.”

Black Activists Rising Against 
Cuts co-founder Zita Holbourne 
said: “The woman ought to have 
been removed and banned and 
the racist incident reported.”

Ms Holbourne has written 
to Primark, saying: “Racism is 
unlawful. This manager needs 
to be investigated and disciplined 
and removed as she is not � t to 
work with black sta�  and cus-
tomers.

“The manager should have 
known to ask the racist customer 
to leave the store, not endorsed 
her racist attitude and rewarded 
her.”

cerensagir@peoples-press.com
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�QCRIME

Disabled woman robbed 
by ‘cruel’ thieves in disguise
by Peter Lazenby

CAMPAIGNERS for disabled 
people have condemned 
“cynical and cruel” thieves 
who robbed a woman with 
restricted mobility of her life 
savings while posing as water 
company workers.

But they praised a neigh-
bour who has launched a 
fundraising effort to recoup 
the lost money.

Two men visited 70-year-
old Mary Garvey’s home in 
Holloway, north London, to 
“check her water pressure” 
during recent cold weather.

After they left, she discov-
ered that £6,400 was missing 
from her bedroom – savings 
for her funeral and for vets’ 
bills for her two cats.

Neighbour Vanessa Hein set 
up an appeal on the JustGiving 
website to replace the money.

Ms Hein said: “I felt awful 
for her after what happened 
because she doesn’t have any-
one. All her family live in 
Ireland.

“She kept all her money in 
the house and she spends most 
of her time at home because she 
can’t walk well – she is practi-
cally bedridden. The whole 
thing was terrifying for her.”

More than £1,000 has been 
raised so far.

Disabled People Against Cuts 
(DPAC) steering committee 
member Bob Ellard said: “For 
thieves to cynically and cruelly 
target Mary, who has so little 
in her life, is utterly disgusting.

“Disabled people will be out-

raged at this callous and nasty 
act.

“The kindness of her neigh-
bour Vanessa and those who 
have contributed will return 
some of the money she has lost.

“DPAC will be sharing the 
appeal via our social media 
channels and I know a lot of 
disabled people will want to 
contribute.”

To donate, go to justgiving.
com/crowdfunding/vanessa-
hein.

peterlazenby@peoples-press.com

BEDRIDDEN: Mary Garvey has the support of neighbours and DPAC

�QHEALTH

Epilepsy drug ban for pregnant women
A CONTROVERSIAL epilepsy 
drug that can cause birth defects 
is to be banned among women 
of childbearing age to “protect 
public health.”

The Medicines and Healthcare 
Products Regulatory Agency has 
changed the licence for valproate 

medicines, used to prevent epilep-
tic seizures.

Children born to women who 
take the medication during 
pregnancy are at a high risk of 
birth defects or developmental 
disorders. Four in 10 babies born 
to mothers who take the drug 

during pregnancy are at risk of 
developmental disorders and one 
in 10 is at risk of birth defects.

The new measures will mean 
that women have their treatment 
reviewed by a specialist, at least 
annually — and the drugs will be 
labelled with a warning image.

�Q HEALTH

GPS LOSE OUT AS 
ONLINE SERVICE 
TARGETS YOUNG
by Peter Lazenby

A UNION group for doctors 
warned yesterday that GP 
services across Britain are 
under threat from an online 
public-private venture accused 
of “cherry-picking” younger, 
healthier patients.

GP at Hand o� ers GP consul-
tations online, rather than at a 
health centre or surgery.

The service, currently 
available only in London, is a 
partnership between the NHS 
and private company Babylon 
Healthcare.

Doctors who are members of 
the Unite union say GP at Hand 
has signed up 26,000 patients, 
who are then deregistered from 
their own GP.

When a patient switches, 
NHS money paid per patient 
to the traditional practice goes 
with them.

Unite says most of the 
patients switching are rela-

tively young and healthy, 
leaving traditional practices 
with older, more illness-prone 
people on their books.

Doctors in Unite group chair-
man Dr David Wrigley said: 
“Losing registration fees for 
younger, � tter patients who 
join GP at Hand threatens the 
model of general practice relied 
on by so many patients since 
the NHS was formed 70 years 
ago.

“The scheme is hoovering up 
the younger, healthier patients 
and restricts access to those 
who are pregnant, frail, ter-
minally ill or su� ering from 
multiple health problems.

“There appears to be an ele-
ment of cherry-picking operat-
ing here, which, if true, is to be 
deplored.”

He said, overall, 70 per cent 
of all patients are “reasonably 
well” and that it is their fund-
ing which helps pay for care 
for the 30 per cent who are not.

“It’s a system that works 

because it’s fair,” Dr Wrigley 
added.

The group has urged Health 
Secretary Jeremy Hunt to drop 
the scheme.

A spokesperson for GPs at 
Hand said the venture was part 
of the NHS, to which Babylon 
is a sub-contractor.
“The reality is that patients 
and GPs are � ocking to GP at 
Hand because they recognise 
the potential that high quality, 
digital-� rst 24/7 NHS GP serv-
ices bring.
“The 200 GPs who have already 
joined Babylon do so because 
they are treated with respect 
and not put under the levels 
of pressure all too common in 
other practices.”
According to the  spokesperson, 
95 per cent of Babylon doctors 
surveyed said they could man-
age their workloads, while 84 
per cent of GPs across the NHS 
complained of workloads being 
“unmanageable” or “excessive.”

peterlazenby@peoples-press.com

THREAT: People signing up to GP at Hand are taken o�  GP register

COLOURFUL SIGHT: 
RMT general secretary 
Mick Cash (centre) leads 
the train guard demo.
 A campaigner (inset) 
proudly wears the 
campaign T shirt

Pictures: Guy Smallman
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�QINDUSTRIAL

HUNDREDS TURN OUT TO 
BACK STRIKING UNI STAFF
by Ceren Sagir 

HUNDREDS of protesters 
descended on the University of 
London yesterday to show soli-
darity with the biggest strike 
of outsourced British workers 
in higher education.

Singer-songwriter Billy 
Bragg, MPs, trade unionists, 
student unions and activist 
groups spoke at the event in 
support of the strikers outside 
the Senate House campus.

The demonstration saw 
music from Mr Bragg, a march-
ing band and the unmistakable 
sound of vuvuzelas.

Protesters arrived at a picket 
line at 6am to meet cleaners 
and other sta�  working early 
shifts, where they remained for 
the day, gaining in numbers.

The striking workers are 
demanding to be made direct 
employees of the university, 
and for equal terms and con-
ditions with those who are 
directly employed.

They include outsourced 
cleaners, porters, security o�  c-
ers, receptionists, gardeners, 
post room workers and audiovis-
ual workers and were organised 
by the Independent Workers’ 
Union of Great Britain (IWGB).

Outsourced workers receive 
worse pension, holiday pay, sick 
pay and maternity and pater-
nity pay entitlements than 
their in-house colleagues.

They are also generally more 
likely to su� er from bullying, 
discrimination and illegal 
deduction of wages.

The strikes are part of the 
IWGB’s Back In-House cam-

paign, which is calling on the 
university to end outsourcing, 
to abolish zero-hours contracts 
and to implement pay rises it 
promised six years ago.

IWGB launched the cam-
paign last September and has 
received the support of shadow 
chancellor John McDonnell, 
Green Party co-leader Jonathan 
Bartley and various trade union 
and student union branches.

Through protests and strikes, 
the IWGB has succeeded in 
putting pressure on the univer-
sity to initiate a review into its 
contracts.

The union says it has been 
left with no option but to esca-
late its campaign as the univer-
sity has consistently denied the 
outsourced workers and IWGB 
a voice in this process.

IWGB President Henry 

Chango-Lopez said: “The uni-
versity has repeatedly refused 
all attempts by the outsourced 
workers and their union to 
engage in a constructive dis-
cussion over outsourcing.

“This intransigence has led 
to increasing anger among 
the workers, which is demon-
strated by the growing number 
of workers that are choosing to 
take industrial action.

“The university would 
be well advised to heed the 
demands of the workers and 
make them direct employees.”

A university spokesperson 
said: “A review of the universi-
ty’s contracted facilities manage-
ment services is at an advanced 
stage and the matter will be con-
sidered by the board of trustees 
meeting next month.”

cerensagir@peoples-press.com

OUTSOURCING: Billy Bragg lends musical support to workers seeking directly employed status

�QISLAMOPHOBIA

Watchdog orders 
Times apology for 
anti-Muslim story
by Lamiat Sabin 

A MUSLIM organisation has 
welcomed press regulator 
Ipso’s ruling that the Times 
must publish a front-page apol-
ogy for a bogus story headed 
“Christian child forced into 
Muslim foster care.”

Muslim Council of Britain 
(MCB) secretary-general Harun 
Khan said yesterday that “it is 
about time” that the newspa-
per was made to apologise for 
its front-page story of August 
28 last year.

He pointed out that the head 
of the government inquiry 
into foster care, Sir Martin 
Narey, had called the report 
“disgracefully dishonest.”

He added that he believes it 
is the � rst front-page apology 
for a Muslim-related story.

Mr Khan also called for apol-
ogies from Tory MPs Shailesh 
Vara, Andrew Bridgen and 
Philip Hollobone for having 
“jumped on the bandwagon” 
in making divisive comments 
on the same story, which was 
also reported in the Daily Mail 
and has yet to be retracted.

The Times ran at least three 
front-page stories last August 
after the girl was removed 
from her mother’s care by 

Tower Hamlets council in east 
London, which made the com-
plaint to Ipso.

The paper claimed foster 
carers had stopped her eating 
bacon, confused her by speaking 
Arabic and removed a cruci� x.

The council said the head-
line “Judge rules child must 
leave Muslim foster home” 
was misleading because it had 
sought to move the girl to live 
with her grandmother, herself 
of a Muslim background.

Miqdaad Versi, who leads 
the MCB’s work on the media, 
said: “The note on the front 
page is welcome but cannot 
be considered even due promi-
nence given this story was on 
four front pages. 

“The regulator was initially 
dismissive of legitimate com-
plaints about the Times story, 
despite evidence available in the 
public domain. There needs to be 
a fundamental review to ensure 
this never happens again.”

Cllr Khan said: “I wanted to 
bring this complaint because 
this newspaper victimised 
people whose only crime was 
to o� er love and shelter to 
children in the greatest need.

“I hope this can be a de� n-
ing moment in the � ght against 
prejudice in the media.”

lamiatsabin@peoples-press.com

�QINDUSTRIAL 

Acas sta�  in work to rule 
over excessive workloads
WORKERS at conciliation 
service Acas launched a work 
to rule yesterday in advance of 
strike action over “unmanage-
able” workloads.

Members of the Public and 
Commercial Services union 
(PCS) say management has also 
downgraded their conciliation 
work. Strikes are planned for 
May 11 and June 6 and 7.

The union says workloads 
have soared since public service 
union Unison won a Supreme 
Court victory ruling last year 
that charging applicants to 
employment tribunals was 
unlawful.

The government-funded but 
independent Advisory, Concili-
ation and Arbitration Service 
exists to be a go-between for 
employees and employers in 
dispute.

PCS general secretary Mark 
Serwotka said: “Our members 
take no pleasure in taking this 
action. But they have been 
backed into a corner after work-
ing hard to reach an acceptable 
deal since last summer.

“It really has come to some-
thing when people who run a 
conciliation service can’t nego-
tiate e� ectively with their own 
workforce.”

GLASGOW SHIPPING 
BRANCH 
Sends birthday greetings to long standing member, activist, 

comrade, husband , father and grandfather.

Brother GEORGE LONIE
Celebrating 65 years young today and 
retiring as a seafarer after nearly 50 years.
Enjoy your retirement, Comrade.
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CWU CONFERENCE 2018
�QWORKING CONDITIONS

Female postal sta�  ‘su� er 
most from lack of toilets’
by Sam Tobin 
in Bournemouth

A LACK of recognised toilet 
facilities for postal delivery 
workers disproportionately 
a� ects women, the Communi-
cations Workers Union (CWU) 
conference heard yesterday.

Delegates at the annual 
gathering in Bournemouth 
unanimously passed a motion 
calling for a compulsory list of 
toilet facilities on every deliv-
ery route.

Vicki Turner, of Leeds No 1 
branch, said Royal Mail’s cur-
rent system was “not � t for 
purpose” and that “women 
are going without drinking” 
to avoid needing use the toilet 
while out making deliveries.

Sally Wilson-Logue, of Glas-
gow and district amalgamated 
branch, said she had been “hos-
pitalised with a kidney infection 
because I wasn’t actually drink-
ing enough out on delivery.”

Katy Hartland, from Glouces-
ter, said the issue “dispropor-
tionately [a� ected] women,” 
adding that “managers seem 
unsympathetic and oblivious 
of the indignity su� ered by 
our members.”

�QFREEDOM OF SPEECH

BT attacked over 
‘dictatorial gag’ on 
social media posts
by Sam Tobin 
in Bournemouth

BT was accused of taking a “dra-
conian and controlling attitude 
towards social media” by CWU 
members during a lively debate 
on the company’s social media 
policy.

Delegates at the union’s tel-
ecoms and � nancial services 
conference in Bournemouth 
unanimously passed a motion 
on Tuesday that said BT was 
intruding “into the private lives 
of employees” with its “increas-
ingly dictatorial” approach to 
social media use.

The motion noted that the 
Human Rights Act provided 
the “right to respect for private 
and family life, home and cor-
respondence” and that it was 
“worrying” that BT employees 
had been “e� ectively gagged.”

Dave Brooker, from Merid-
ian branch, expressed concern 
that “we will see a more draco-
nian approach creep through” 
unless CWU members took 
action, warning that BT was 
“delving into Big Brother and 

Snooper’s Charter territory.”
He asked: “Whatever hap-

pened to open and honest 
conversation? And wasn’t it BT 
which said a few years back: 
‘it’s good to talk’? Clearly only 
if it agrees with what you’re 
saying!”

Daniel Lewis, from Bootle 
� nancial services branch, said 
BT’s approach represented an 
“invasion of our privacy” and 
encouraged the CWU to get 
young workers more involved 
in issues like social media 
policy.

Dave Stewart, from the 
CWU executive, supported 
the motion and agreed that 
BT appeared to be “extending 
their social media policy into 
the private lives” of members.

He quoted from BT’s social 
media policy, which asks 
workers not to “talk about 
competitors, customers, col-
leagues, partners or suppliers 
without its approval,” adding 
that it would be near-impos-
sible for employees to know 
whether someone was a BT 
customer.

samtobin@peoples-press.com

�QTORIES’ WAR ON WELFARE

Legal review of dying man’s bene� t cut
THE government is facing a 
landmark judicial review over 
its heartless cuts to bene� ts for 
a disabled dying man.

The terminally ill man, whose 
name hasn’t been released, had 
his entitlement to severe disabil-
ity premium and enhanced dis-
ability premium — which were 
set up for severely disabled people 
who do not have carers — with-
drawn following the introduction 
of universal credit, with a loss of 
£178 a month.

This was despite the govern-
ment’s pledge that under the 
new bene� ts system no-one 
would be worse o� .

But campaign group Disa-
bled People Against Cuts 
(DPAC) highlighted 2013 
research which estimated 
that 450,000 households with 
a disabled person would lose 
essential income through its 
implementation.

DPAC warned the full roll-
out of universal credit will 

a� ect seven million households 
and is worried about further 
tragic cases such as that of 
Elaine Morrell, who died alone 
after her bene� ts were stopped.

The 38-year-old died on 
November 2 last year at her 
home in Runcorn, wearing a 
hat and scarf in her struggle 
to keep warm.

Her bene� ts were stopped 
after she missed a universal 
credit interview because she 
was in intensive care.

�QENVIRONMENT 

Call for ‘world’s greenest venue’ in Earl’s Court
ARTIST Duggie Fields has 
called for the “world’s green-
est venue” to be built on Lon-
don’s Earl’s Court Masterp-
lan site after the area’s exhi-
bition centre is demolished.

Mr Fields (pictured), who 
has lived in Earl’s Court for 
50 years, said the centre 
was “such a great loss to the 
neighbourhood, London and 
the country.

“We allowed it to be 
destroyed negligently … we 
need a replacement that puts 
life and culture back into this 

part of the city, a venue as tech-
nologically and environmen-
tally advanced as possible.”

Developer Capco’s pro-
posal is to demolish a wide 

swathe of Earl’s Court and 
replace it with what Save 
Earl’s Court Supporters Club 
calls “luxury, super-prime 
redevelopment,” which cre-
ates a danger of “self-inter-
ested parties with their pet 
architects” taking over.

The group has raised a peti-
tion on the 38 Degrees web-
site to help ensure a “trans-
parent and democratic” plan-
ning process and that the 
materials are sourced in an 
environmentally and socially 
just and sustainable way.

Members also passed a reso-
lution calling on the union 
to work with Royal Mail to 
“explore practical solutions 
associated with an ageing 
workforce.”

Andrew Austin, from War-
rington, pointed out that “it 
is a very physical job” which 
“can put a lot of stresses on 
your body.”

Tony Pedel, from Yorkshire, 
said the motion was “about pro-
tecting our ageing workforce, 
because that has to be our pri-
ority,” and called on Royal Mail 
to “enter into meaningful dis-
cussions with the CWU.”

There was also unanimous 
backing for a motion calling for 
a programme of carbon monox-
ide testing in BT buildings and 

regular environmental audits 
to protect workers’ health.

On Tuesday, postal members 
unanimously passed a resolu-
tion requiring the CWU to 
reach an agreement with Royal 
Mail on a charter of rights for 
employees with disabilities, 
noting that “certain policies 
from Royal Mail [can] drive 
discriminatory behaviours.”

A motion calling on the CWU 
to agree a severe weather policy 
with Royal Mail following the 
so-called Beast from the East 
cold snap received unanimous 
support as well.

Andrew Hickerman, from 
Midlands No 7 branch, told 
conference that a new starter 
who went out on delivery dur-
ing the bad weather had suf-
fered a serious injury.

“She slipped and fractured 
her back, so she’s now got the 
rest of her life with possible 
problems with her back,” he 
said.

samtobin@peoples-press.com

 RISKING INJURY: A Royal Mail worker braves blizzard conditions
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�Q  ARMENIA

Protesters back out 
on streets as talks 
with PM break down
by Our Foreign Desk

THOUSANDS of protesters took 
to the streets of the Armenian 
capital Yerevan yesterday 
morning after talks between 
the opposition and the acting 
prime minister were called o� .

Protest leader Nikol Pashin-
ian had been expected to sit 
down for talks with acting 
Prime Minister Karen Karape-
tyan to discuss political transi-
tion after Prime Minister Serzh 
Sargsyan abruptly stepped 
down on Monday amid mas-
sive anti-government protests.

Mr Karapetyan is an ally of 
Mr Sargsyan, who ruled Arme-
nia for 10 years. The opposition 
insists that he should step 
down soon to make way for a 
new premier appointed by a 
new parliament. Yesterday’s 
talks were supposed to discuss 
that transition.

Mr Karapetyan said in a state-
ment that the talks with Mr 
Pashinian were cancelled after 
the opposition made unspeci-
� ed “unilateral demands.”

Mr Pashinian called on his 

supporters to take to the streets 
in protest.

About 5,000 people marched 
in central Yerevan, blocking 
tra�  c and chanting: “Join us!”

“Authorities won’t step down, 
they are just dragging their feet,” 
said protester Garik Migranyan. 
“But we will make them do that. 
We are the power.”

Armenia’s sports minister 
Hrachya Rostomyan yesterday 
sided with the protesters, telling 
demonstrators in Republic 
Square that 
he is resign-
ing.

P o l i c e 
w e r e 
deployed at 
government 
buildings and 
the headquar-
ters of the rul-
ing Republican Party, with an 
armoured vehicle spotted 
nearby.

“We will not allow 
authorities to steal our 
victory,” Mr Pashinian 
told supporters yester-
day. “There will be more 
of us here with every day 

until we take power.”
Mr Pashinian said he and his 

allies would boycott the snap 
parliamentary election if a 
member of the ruling Repub-
lican Party remains prime 
minister.

He earlier said “a people’s 
candidate” should replace Mr 
Karapetyan and said he would 
be willing to become premier 
if people support him.

Former prime minister and 
president Mr Sarg-
syan said in a state-
ment he is concerned 
about the tensions 
in the country and 
would launch talks 
with pro-govern-
ment and ruling 
parties in search 
of compromise.

Mr Sargsyan is himself 
at the heart of the pro-

tests after trying to 
hold onto power by 
transferring the presi-
dent’s powers to the 
prime minister and 

then swapping jobs.
international@

peoples-press.com

�QINDIA 

High-pro� le guru jailed for 
raping teenage follower

by Our Foreign Desk

AN INDIAN court yesterday 
found a high-pro� le spiritual 
guru guilty of raping a teen-
age female devotee in 2013 and 
sentenced him to life in prison.

The verdict against 77-year-old 
Asaram Bapu was read out inside 
the prison where he is being held 
in Jodhpur in Rajasthan state 
because of fears that his follow-
ers might resort to violence.

Security was tight around 
the prison complex and in 
states where the guru has a 
large following.

The trial was the latest in a 
series of high-pro� le rape cases 

in India that have fuelled pub-
lic protests and raised questions 
about how police handle the 
attacks and treat the victims.

Judge Madhusudhan Sharma 
announced the prison term for 
Mr Bapu and sentenced two of 
his associates to 20 years in 
prison each for helping him 
commit the crime.

The judge convicted Mr 
Bapu on charges of criminal 
conspiracy, wrongful con� ne-
ment and rape.

The girl in her complaint to 
police in 2013 accused Mr Bapu 
of raping her when she visited 
his retreat in Jodhpur with her 
mother. She was 16 at the time.

Mr Bapu ran more than 

230 ashrams with residential 
schools with millions of fol-
lowers across India and abroad, 
including the US, Britain, Can-
ada, Uganda and Kenya.

The Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) welcomed the verdict, 
calling it “a victory for justice in 
a case which saw the use of vio-
lence and intimidation against 
the victim and her family.

“Nine witnesses were 
attacked of which three died. 
The teenaged survivor showed 
exemplary courage in these 
extremely di�  cult and trying 
circumstances and is a sym-
bol of the � ght against sexual 
exploitation.”

international@peoples-press.com

�QBAHRAIN

Dodgy death sentences for ‘plot’ upheld
BAHRAIN’S top court yesterday 
upheld death sentences handed 
down by a military tribunal to 
four men accused of plotting to 
kill the head of the country’s 
armed forces.

The men face imminent 
execution — despite a secre-
tive and unfair trial — along 
with four others previously con-
victed and sentenced to death 
based on false confessions 
extracted through torture.

Telecoms engineer Sayed 

Alawi Sayed Hussain was 
abducted on October 24 2016. 
Another of the defendants, Fadel 
Radhi, was taken from his home 
on September 29 2016.

Both men were “disap-
peared” for months, with their 
families not told where they 
were being held or what they 
were accused of.

Their lawyers have not been 
allowed to see the evidence 
against them and a gag order 
prevents them from disclosing 

anything heard in court to the 
press. Sayed Alwadaei, advocacy 
director of the Bahrain Institute 
for Rights and Democracy, said 
the sentences were “patently 
illegal under international law.”

Human rights charity 
Reprieve director Maya Foa 
said the trials and sentences 
were “an egregious violation 
of human rights” and noted 
that Britain had spent millions 
of pounds “training” Bahraini 
police and prison guards.

JAILED: Asaram Bapu (centre) is brought for interrogation by police at Jodhpur airport in India

MEXICO: Protesters gathered for 
a rally on Tuesday condemn-
ing the murder of three � lm 
students who have become 
emblematic of Mexico’s miss-
ing, in Mexico City. 

Prosecutors said the three 
were abducted by the Jalisco 
New Generation Cartel because 
they were � lming a school 
project at a house used by the 
rival Nueva Plaza gang. 

The students were using 
the residence on the outskirts 
of Guadalajara because it 
belonged to one of their aunts.
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�QMALAYSIA

POLICE RELEASE 
PHOTO OF ALLEGED 
KILLER OF ENGINEER
by Our Foreign Desk

MALAYSIAN police yesterday 
released a photo of one of the 
two alleged assailants who 
gunned down a Palestinian 
engineer over the weekend, 
and said they are believed to 
still be in the country.

Palestinian Islamist move-
ment Hamas described the 
victim, Fadi al-Batsh, as a “com-
mander” in its military wing 
and accused Israel of being 
behind Saturday’s assassina-
tion. Israel has kept quiet.

Based on eyewitness descrip-
tion, Malaysian police earlier 
released computer-generated 
images of the two suspects 
(pictured), believed to be from 
Europe or the Middle East.

National police chief Moha-
mad Fuzi Harun said yester-
day that investigators found 
a motorcycle abandoned near 
the scene and were able to trace 
an actual photo of one of the 
suspects. He said the men were 

believed to have entered Malay-
sia in late January using fake 
papers.

“We believe that the suspects 
are still in the country,” Mr 
Fuzi said, adding that they may 
have changed their appearance.

The killing was done in a 
“very professional” manner and 
police are working on the angle 
that the assailants may be for-
eign agents, he said, though he 
wouldn’t be drawn on whether 
the duo were Mossad agents.

Police said Mr Batsh was hit 

with more than a dozen bullets 
by the assailants, who shot from 
a motorcycle as he was heading 
to a mosque for dawn prayers 
in a suburb near Kuala Lumpur.

Police said CCTV footage 
revealed the pair had lain in 
wait for 20 minutes.

Mr Batsh’s body was released 
to his family on Wednesday and 
taken to a surau, or Islamic 
assembly building, where 
dozens of people mourned his 
death at a funeral ceremony.

His body was due to be 
repatriated to the Gaza Strip 
for burial later yesterday.

Mr Batsh was an electrical 
engineering professor at a 
Malaysian university.

Hamas initially stopped 
short of blaming Israel, saying 
only that Mr Batsh had been 
“assassinated by the hand of 
treachery.” But later its top 
leader accused Mossad. Israel 
regularly attempts to assas-
sinate Palestinian resistance 
�gures.

international@peoples-press.com

PALESTINIAN GUNNED DOWN IN MALAYSIA: Two assailants at large 

Communists slam 
protest hijack 

Dragnea avoids court 
by heading to Israel
ROMANIA: Liviu Dragnea, 
chairman of the ruling 
Social Democratic Party, 
missed a corruption hear-
ing yesterday by going on 
a surprise trip to Israel at 
the invitation of Israeli 
PM Benjamin Netanyahu.

He is accused of inter-
vening to keep two female 
party employees on the 
payroll of a family welfare 
agency. Mr Dragnea, who 
e�ectively controls the gov-
ernment, can’t be prime 
minister due to a 2016 con-
viction for vote-rigging.

Racist Orban to make 
‘signi�cant changes’ 
HUNGARY: Newly re-elected 
Prime Minister Viktor 
Orban said yesterday that 
he would make “sig-
ni�cant changes” to his 
third-term government.

Mr Orban, a notoriously 
racist rightwinger, said 
he would press on with 
the so-called “Stop Soros” 
Bill, named for billionaire 
currency speculator and 
NGO-funder George Soros.

It would impose 
sweeping restrictions on 
charities, including ban-
ning their workers from 
going within �ve miles 
of Hungary’s borders, 
with Mr Orban claiming 
that his opponents want 
to turn Hungary into an 
“immigrant country.”

Cruci�xes to be in 
all state buildings
GERMANY: The Bavarian state 
government has ordered 
cruci�xes to be installed at 
the entrance of all public 
administrative buildings.

The regional government, 
controlled by the right-wing 
Christian Social Union, part 
of Angela Merkel’s govern-
ing party, said the crosses 
simply re�ected Bavaria’s 
“cultural identity and Chris-
tian-Western in�uence.”

SOUTH AFRICA: The Commu-
nist Party (SACP) yesterday 
condemned violence and 
looting in North West prov-
ince amid protests demand-
ing the resignation of 
corruption-tainted premier 
Supra Mahumapelo. The 
SACP said it was “particularly 
concerned with the hijacking 
of working-class struggles” 
and warned that “the oppo-
nents of our anti-corruption 
e�orts … are exploiting these 
incidents to pursue their 
anti-working-class o�ensive.”

in brief

�QWEST BANK

Guard who killed 
Palestinian teen 
gets just 9 months
by Our Foreign Desk 

AN ISRAELI court has sentenced 
a border guard to just nine 
months in prison for shooting 
dead a Palestinian child.

The Jerusalem District Court 
ruled yesterday that Ben Deri 
unjustly opened �re during 
demonstrations on Nakba Day 
— marking the zionist ethnic 
cleansing of historic Palestine — 
in the West Bank four years ago.

The shooting killed 17-year-
old Nadim Nuwara, whom 
the court ruled did not pose a 
threat to Mr Deri’s life.

The court ruled that Mr 
Deri exhibited a “high degree 
of negligence” when he loaded 
his weapon with a live bullet 
rather than the rubber-coated 
steel bullets typically shot at 
Palestinian protesters.

The death of Nadim and 
another boy, 16-year-old Muham-
mad Salameh, was caught on a 
shopkeeper’s CCTV camera. 
Israeli soldiers later threatened 
the owner, taking him to a 
military base and attempting 
to coerce him into saying the 
footage had been faked.

Israeli prosecutors shockingly 
o�ered Mr Deri a plea bargain 
— dropping a manslaughter 
charge for causing severe bodily 
harm and death through negli-
gence. Mr Deri unsurprisingly 
accepted the deal.

Mr Deri will only serve seven 
months, as the sentence includes 
time served, and was ordered to 
pay Nadim’s family £10,000.

Nadim’s father Siam said the 
punishment was “ludicrous.”

Palestine Liberation Organi-
sation executive committee 
member Hanan Ashrawi con-
demned the lenient sentence.

“Such a conviction represents 
Israel’s deliberate dehumanisa-
tion of its Palestinian victims, 
primarily children, which is 
the outcome of decades of the 
military occupation that holds 
an entire nation under captiv-
ity and employs an unremitting 
and lethal shoot-to-kill policy 
against Palestinians,” she said.

Ms Ashrawi pointed out the 
similarity to the sentence given to 
Palestinian child Ahed Tamimi, 
sentenced to eight months in 
prison for “confronting an Israeli 
soldier who invaded her home.”

international@peoples-press.com

�QIRAN

EU says nuke 
deal with Iran 
will stay 
ANY talks between France 
and the United States on 
crafting a new nuclear deal 
with Iran can only “build 
on” the current terms, EU 
foreign policy chief Federica 
Mogherini said yesterday.

Her remarks came after 
French President Emmanuel 
Macron had told reporters, 
after meeting US President 
Donald Trump in Washing-
ton, that a “new agreement” 
was possible. Mr Trump has 
repeatedly attacked the deal, 
which provided for greater 
inspections of and restric-
tions on Iran’s civil nuclear 
programme in return for an 
easing of Western sanctions, 
on increasingly far-fetched 
grounds, trying to lump in 
his various disagreements 
with Iran.

Typically, Mr Trump has 
not said whether he will with-
draw the US from the deal by 
a May 12 deadline he has set.

Iranian President Hassan 
Rouhani said that he had 
already told Mr Macron that 
Iran will not add anything 
to the deal. 

�QINDONESIA

Dozens burn to death in 
�re at illegal oil well
A NEWLY drilled unregulated 
oil well in western Indonesia 
exploded into �ames early yes-
terday, burning 18 people to 
death and injuring dozens more.

Disaster agency spokesman 
Sutopo Purwo Nugroho said the 
well in Pasir Putih village in 
eastern Aceh province ignited 
at about 1.30am and �re�ghters 
were still struggling to extin-
guish the �ames late in the 
afternoon. Five nearby houses 
were engulfed by the inferno.

Sutopo said the 820-foot-
deep well was gushing when it 
ignited and many people were 
nearby trying to collect the oil, 
adding that 41 had been admit-

ted to three hospitals.
“I woke up when a very loud 

explosion shook our house like 
an earthquake,” said Riska Sri 
Maulidyawati. “All our neigh-
bours ran out to see what hap-
pened, but another loud explo-
sion made everyone run away 
in panic.”

Local hospital director Edi 
Gunawan told Indonesian tel-
evision that those admitted for 
treatment had burns over 20 
to 60 per cent of their bodies.

Aceh, at the northern tip 
of the island of Sumatra, has 
signi�cant commercially 
untapped natural gas reserves 
and is dotted with illegal wells.



morningstaronline.co.uk
  morningstaronline 

  @m_star_online8 Morning Star 
Thursday 
April 26 2018 features

DONALD TRUMP and Emmanuel Macron’s love-in at the White 
House has exposed the looking-glass world of liberal politics.

Macron’s groupies, who abound in the Western press,  por-
tray the French president as a saviour of the liber al democratic 
order and depict his visit as a mission to persuade his US 
counterpart not to tear it up.

Suggestions that Paris and Washington may cook up a 
“new” deal on Iran’s sanctions programme were yeste rday 
slammed by Iranian President Hassan Rouhani on the reason-
able grounds that two countries should not arrogate them-
selves the right to renegotiate a deal agreed by seven parties.

The two presidents’ determination to “contain” Iran  in 
the Middle East stands reality on its head.

The Morning Star is no cheerleader for the Iranian th eoc-
racy, which remains among the worst human rights abu sers 
globally and regularly harasses, persecutes and jails trade 
unionists, feminists and justice campaigners.

But it is not Iran which threatens stability in the  Middle 
East.

It is not Iran which takes foreign prime ministers hostage 
while waging a brutal war on its southern neighbour  and 
funnelling arms and cash to radical jihadists trying  to drag 
Syria back to the Middle Ages — that’s Saudi Arabia.

It’s not Iran that’s busily colonising illegally oc cupied ter-
ritory, has gunned down peaceful protesters every Fr iday 
for several weeks and violates its neighbours’ airspace with 
impunity when it feels like dropping a few bombs int o the 
Syrian quagmire — that’s Israel.

Above all, it’s not Iran which has transformed the entire 
region into a war�zone patrolled by terrorist gangs , in which 
civilians are regularly slaughtered as they go about th eir daily 
business, children are taken out in drone killings far from 
any battle�eld, black people are sold as bonded labour  in slave 
markets and millions are forced to abandon their ho mes and 
�ee abroad for their lives — that’s the United Stat es through 
a succession of disastrous invasions and interventions since 
2001, in Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya and Syria.

Macron, like his predecessor Francois Hollande, has ditched 
the restraint that saw France refuse to participate in the 
destruction of Iraq and dispatched his bombers over  Syria 
earlier this month with the same sublime disregard f or evi-
dence that Trump and Theresa May displayed.

The man media pundits hope will be a good in�uence on 
Trump is far from the progressive democrat liberals  like to 
present. The tide of right-wing authoritarianism in  Europe 
is not con�ned to the east.

The French president is a man who rules by decree, impos-
ing sweeping attacks on job security and workers’ ri ghts with 
a stroke of the pen in order to avoid parliamentary  debate.

Coverage of his Washington trip talked of his need to �at-
ter Trump’s enormous ego — as if a man who channels the 
Sun King at Versailles and compares himself to the Roman 
god Jupiter is a humble, sober type.

He is waging a war on France’s public sector, most dramati-
cally with his EU-inspired bid to force British-styl e competi-
tive tendering on the railways which has provoked nat ional 
strikes with no end in sight.

And he has legislated for what the Financial Times has 
called “a permanent state of emergency,” granting p olice 
enormous powers to harass and detain citizens which  evi-
dence suggests is routinely abused on racist grounds. France 
registers more of its people as “security risks” th an all the 
rest of Europe put together.

Liberal enthusiasm for Macron stems from one thing — a 
panicked attempt to shore up the broken neoliberal system 
that hit the rocks in 2008.

The economic content of this so-called centrism is pure 
Thatcherism; its political form shows the same cont empt for 
due process and the rule of law we are seeing in Hungary 
and Poland.

We will not beat the likes of Trump and the far rig ht with 
this toxic brew. It is the left, not the Establishm ent, which 
o�ers a breath of fresh air.

Trump-Macron love-in 
exposes the looking-
glass world of liberalism

Star comment

F
OR years now, I and 
other community 
and trade union 
activists have 
been campaign-
ing against forced 

removals and deportations, 
many of which are to Com-
monwealth countries.

A large proportion of those 
targeted and labelled “illegal 
immigrants” have been crimi-
nalised by the government on 
the basis they are appealing or 
going through naturalisation.

In 2013 the organisation I 
co-founded in 2010, Barac UK, 
was a founding member of the 
Movement Against Xenophobia 
(Max), to counter the constant 
anti-immigrant, anti-immigra-
tion policies and rhetoric com-
ing from the mainstream media 
and politicians and to challenge 
what was then the forthcoming 
Immigration Act, the most divi-
sive and racist piece of legisla-
tion I have seen introduced in 
Britain in my lifetime.�

As the trade union liaison 
o�cer for Max, I encouraged 
unions to support the cam-
paign and we introduced our 
I Am An Immigrant posters to 
Tube, train and bus stations 
across Britain to demonstrate 
the great contribution that 
migrants have made across 
industries and in delivering 
essential services.�

We launched the campaign 
at the TUC HQ where I was one 
of the speakers. It was a posi-
tive campaign celebrating the 
contributions of migrant com-
munities to Britain.�

But the sinister Immigra-
tion Bill, which subsequently 
became law, sought to divide 
communities and deny human 
rights to some migrants.�

Disappointingly it was also 
supported by many Labour MPs, 
with fewer than 20 MPs across 
the political parties voting 
against it. Those who voted No 
included Diane Abbott, Dennis 
Skinner, John McDonnell and 
Jeremy Corbyn.

This year marks the 50th 
anniversary of the Race Rela-
tions Act 1968, which intro-
duced protection from racism 
in employment and member-
ship of trades associations and 
unions for the �rst time.�

But its counterpart, intro-
duced the same year, was the 
Immigration Act, which was 
intended to stop migration 
from Commonwealth countries 
and was led by Enoch Powell, 
who was opposed to the Race 
Relations Act and which he 
responded to with his vile rac-
ist “rivers of blood” speech.

In 2016 I wrote for the Guard-
ian warning of mass deporta-
tions of people from African, 
Asian and Caribbean diasporas.

Barac UK organised protests 
outside the Home O�ce and 
public meetings responding to 
the mass deportation of people 
to Jamaica and other countries.�

I worked with individuals 
and families to campaign for 
release of those detained and, 
at the last minute, the lawyers 
we work with were able to get 
some of those being deported 
o� planes.

Many of those targeted were 
from the Windrush generation, 
people who came to Britain as 
babies or small children on 
relatives’ passports and were 
never naturalised.�

They included a grand-
mother whose children and 
grandchildren were born in 
Britain, whose husband was 

British but who died during the 
�nal stages of her naturalisa-
tion. This woman was then told 
by the Home O�ce that, as her 
husband was dead, she was no 
longer welcome in Britain.�

Many people being targeted 
for deportation are comply-
ing with Home O�ce require-
ments, signing in etc, they have 
worked all their adult lives, 
they have paid taxes and have 
contributed to British society 
and the economy.

Those Caribbean people 
a�ected who are of the Wind-
rush generation were invited 
to Britain to help the post-war 
recovery and do essential jobs.

Unemployment bene�t sta� 
and representatives of organi-
sations like London Transport 
travelled to Caribbean coun-
tries to recruit workers who 

Windrush deporte
have been treated 
shamefully – they 
need urgent justic
Migrants invited to Britain are now being told they are not 
welcome and snatched, detained, taken away in the night 
on secret planes, writes ZITA HOLBOURNE

“
Many of those 
deported end up 
destitute and 
dependent on 
charities
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when they arrived here faced 
“No Dogs, No Irish, No Blacks” 
signs, substandard housing, 
low wages and employment 
colour bars, not to mention 
racist abuse.�

Despite this, those of my 
parents’ generation who came 
from Commonwealth countries 
worked hard and changed the 
face of Britain, contributing to 
the public sector, including the 
NHS, carrying out civic duties 
and voluntary work, and par-
ticipating in local communi-
ties, the arts, sports and much 
more. They helped to build Brit-
ain and bene�ted the economy.

So it is a traumatising 
betrayal to suddenly be told 
decades after arriving here 
as a young child because your 
parents or grandparents were 
invited that you don’t belong 

here, this is not your home 
and you are to be deported to 
a country you do not know or 
remember and where you have 
no family.

Many of those deported end 
up destitute and dependent on 
charities. One person I wrote 
about in 2016 committed sui-
cide within days of returning.

I have spoken to people who 
were threatened with deporta-
tion or were actually deported 
and their families left behind. 
They are devastated, in shock. 
It a�ects their mental and 
physical health and families 
literally torn apart. Meanwhile 
the government advised them 
they can parent children they 
are separated from by Skype.

One elderly Jamaican-born 
man I know came to Britain 
as a young boy on his elder 

brother’s passport. He is now 
retired and very unwell but was 
told he had to produce docu-
mentation to account for every 
year living, going to school or 
working in Britain — a period 
spanning more than 50 years.�

While those being threat-
ened with deportation are 
being told they must produce 
this paperwork, it’s been con-
�rmed that the Tory govern-
ment ordered the landing cards 
of those who arrived in Britain 
during the Windrush era to be 
destroyed.

The racism faced by black 
people and migrant communi-
ties has not gone away and last 
weekend we were reminded 
of the brutal racist murder of 
Stephen Lawrence 25 years ago.�

Dr Neville Lawrence 
addressed the TUC Black Work-

ers Conference and I moved a 
statement of support for the 
Lawrence family on behalf of 
the TUC race relations com-
mittee.�

Six years ago I established 
an art exhibition to meet one 
of the Stephen Lawrence Task 
Group recommendations, to 
use the Marble Hall at TUC 
Congress House as a space to 
showcase the creative talents 
of young black creatives, in rec-
ognition of Stephen’s aspiration 
to be an architect.

It was an honour for this 
year’s exhibition opening to 
be addressed by Dr Lawrence.

The Lawrence family, in 
their quest for justice for 
Stephen, changed the face of 
race, equality law and policies 
in Britain but we have come 
full circle in the level of rac-

ism we face, from Go Home 
vans, to being barred from 
access to essential services by 
the Immigration Act, to forced 
mass deportations, dispropor-
tionate stop and search, racist 
hate crimes and more.

When travelling abroad I’m 
frequently subjected to racial 
pro�ling, and a few days ago, 
as I returned from meetings 
in Brussels, I was stopped by 
an o�cial on arrival in Britain 
and was questioned about the 
country I was born in, where I 
had lived and more.�

When I asked if I was being 
racially pro�led I was told by 
him that he was from the O�ce 
for National Statistics, yet he did 
not identify himself from the 
start, did not ask if I wanted to 
answer his questions until after 
I questioned him, and I found it 
shocking that the government 
would sanction such interroga-
tion and pro�ling to take place 
at immigration borders.�

This year is the 70th anniver-
sary of Windrush and while the 
Tories have now announced that 
British citizenship fees and lan-
guage tests will be waived for 
the Windrush generation and 
others from the Commonwealth 
arriving here in the same period 
and that compensation would 
be agreed, nobody should be in 
this situation in the �rst place. 
There has also been no com-
mitment to assist those already 
deported to return to Britain if 
they still want to.�

Those people were snatched, 
detained, taken in the night 
on secret planes, chained up 
throughout �ights and dumped 
with the label of criminal at the 
end of those �ights.�

Their families have been 
shaken and their children have 
su�ered, a�ecting their school 
work and many have become ill 
and isolated.

The government has not 
stated its position with regard 
those already deported or set 
out that it will compensate for 
years lost, jobs lost, income 
lost, homes lost, and the impact 
on victims’ mental and physi-
cal health.�

We need all of those who 
want to return to do so as Brit-
ish citizens and they need to 
have security, jobs, a home and 
income in return.�

How is the government going 
to quantify compensation for 
the damage caused by months 
or years of separation of fami-
lies and the trauma and stress 
caused?

An immigration amnesty 
shouldn’t be required, because 
those people came to the so-
called mother country, invited 
here as Commonwealth citi-
zens, told they were part of the 
“British empire,” the daughters 
and sons of foreparents, stolen 
into slavery, stripped of their 
dignity and identity, stowed in 
ships in inhumane conditions 
and forced into slavery or who 
were indentured workers or 
subjected to colonial rule, o� 
whose backs British institu-
tions built their wealth, with 
those enslaving them compen-
sated for their “loss” when it 
became unlawful to enslave 
people, passing on the wealth 
and privilege of this compen-
sation to generations of their 

kin, which people like David 
Cameron bene�ted from.

Where is their compensa-
tion? Where is the commit-
ment by government to ensure 
they can return to Britain if 
they wish to, as British citizens? 
Where is the acknowledgement 
and recognition of them?

In addition to the Windrush 
generation, there are young 
people in their teens and early 
twenties who, because they 
were stopped and searched 
repeatedly, have been deported 
on the basis that because they 
have been stopped so many 
times the likelihood is that 
they have committed a crime. 
So with no arrest, trial or judge-
ment, they are deported.�

G
iven that, despite 
the McPherson 
report recom-
me nd a t ion s , 
young black 
men are up to 32 

times more like to be stopped 
and searched than their white 
counterparts, they are facing 
double racism and devastating 
outcomes as a result.�

Others who have made mis-
takes in their lives have been 
punished for their crimes and 
served their time, and instead 
of being a�orded a second 
chance they are receiving dou-
ble sentences and the punish-
ment of deportation.�

The scapegoating of migrant 
communities in Britain has 
been going on for decades and 
this latest exposure is a stain 
on the government.�

However we can’t allow this 
division of “good” and “bad” 
migrants and we need to work 
towards protection and justice 
for all a�ected.

It’s not enough for our allies 
to o�er only symbolic solidarity 
or to simply declare they are 
“anti-racist.” We need practi-
cal support and activity and 
for them to demonstrate they 
are for race equality. �

When black and migrant 
rights organisations warned 
of these concerns we needed 
the wider labour movement 
to stand with us.

Some politicians expressing 
their outrage now were fast to 
give their support to the Immi-
gration Act.

A letter co-ordinated by MP 
David Lammy was signed last 
week by 140 MPs, an improve-
ment on the less than 20 who 
voted No to the Immigration Bill.�

Monday’s announcement by 
the Tories is not the end and I 
would urge anybody a�ected to 
get urgent legal advice and to 
contact their local MP.�

This is not just an issue of 
race and racism, it is also a 
human rights issue and, as 
such, everybody should be 
concerned and speak out.�

 �QZita Holbourne is co-founder 
and national chair of Barac UK, 
the national vice-president of 
PCS, elected to the TUC race rela-
tions committee and TUC women’s 
committee and the Artists Union 
England national executive. She is 
also an artist, author, curator, poet 
and vocalist. For more information 
about Barac UK visit www.black-
activistsrisingagainstcuts.blogspot.
com.
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NEW ARRIVALS: 
Jamaican immigrants 
arrive at Tilbury aboard 
the Windrush in 1948

RESISTING RACISM: A 
solidarity event in 
Windrush Square in 
Brixton, south London
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W
R I T I N G 
about the 
r e c e n t 
death of 
W i n n i e 

Madikizela-Mandela, Guard-
ian columnist Afua Hirsch 
made an extraordinary claim 
about the ending of apartheid 
in South Africa in 1994.

“Columnists did not cut it. 
Activists could not have done 
it. Peaceful protest did not do it. 
Sports boycotts, books, badges 
and car boot sales did not do 
it,” she argued. “It took revo-
lutionaries, pure and simple. 
People willing to break the law, 
to kill and be killed.”

Fellow Guardian writer 
Owen Jones tweeted in support: 
“Apartheid was brought down 
by revolutionaries, not peace-
ful protest. Brilliant piece by 
@afuahirsch.”

Despite these dismissive 
assertions by two of the most 
in�uential voices on the Brit-
ish left, in reality “nonviolent 
action proved to be a major 
factor in the downfall of 
apartheid,” as Stephen Zunes, 
a professor of politics and inter-

national studies at the Univer-
sity of San Francisco wrote in 
the Journal of Modern African 
Studies in 1999.

Professor Lester Kurtz, of the 
Department of Sociology and 
Anthropology at George Mason 
University in Virginia, summa-
rises the key events in a 2010 
article for the International 
Centre on Non-violent Con�ict.

Founded in 1912, the African 
National Congress (ANC) pro-
tested non-violently against 
white supremacism in South 
African for several decades 
with few gains. Frustrated 
by this failure Nelson Man-
dela and others established 
and led an armed resistance 
(Umkhonto we Sizwe), which 
was also unable to bring down 
the oppressive system.

“In the end a concerted 
grassroots non-violent civil 
resistance movement in coali-
tion with international support 
and sanctions forced the white 
government to negotiate,” 
Kurtz argues.

Writing in 1987, US theolo-
gian Walter Wink argued the 
1980s movement to end apart-
heid was “probably the largest 

IAN SINCLAIR tries to 
answer the crucial question: 
why are we so ignorant 
about the rich history of 
non-violent struggle?

S
PRING fever is 
gripping the 
SNP. By the 
time Scotland’s 
governing party 
announces its 

new depute leader in June, 
the three candidates will 
have squared o� in at least 
10 hustings events.

Meanwhile, Scottish 
Labour has set a timetable 
to elect its own number two 
that stretches even further 
ahead. Voting will not close 
until the end of August, 
under the timetable agreed 
by Labour’s Scottish execu-
tive committee (SEC).

But despite this, Richard 
Leonard looks increasingly 
likely to have a deputy in 
post before Nicola Stur-
geon. Because in the four 
days since Scottish Labour’s 
election timetable was pub-
lished, support has been 
building around just one 
candidate — interim deputy 
leader Lesley Laird, who is 
Labour’s shadow Scotland 
secretary at Westminster.

With Scottish Labour’s ide-
ological divide every bit as sig-
ni�cant as that faced by the 
Westminster party, this may 
appear surprising. At Scot-
tish Labour’s conference in 
Dundee last month, �gures 
from its traditional right-
wing establishment sought 
to challenge Leonard’s policy 

on Brexit — seeking to com-
mit the party to o�-the-shelf 
single market and customs 
union membership.

They were unsuccessful. 
Delegates endorsed a unity 
statement from the SEC 
which pushed the pro-sin-
gle market motion o� the 
agenda. But the row still 
dominated the conference 
and, of course, the coverage 
in the Scottish press.

Laird, the former deputy 
leader of Fife council, is no 
Corbynista — but she has 
been loyal to Labour’s left 
leadership since she unex-
pectedly won back Gordon 
Brown’s old seat of Kirkcaldy 
and Cowdenbeath in last 
year’s Westminster election.

The fact that Brown has 
now endorsed her, alongside 
his unlikely bedfellows of 
Neil Findlay and other key 
�gures on the Scottish left, 
is being touted as a sign of 
her broad appeal. Monica 
Lennon, who speaks for Scot-
tish Labour on communities 
and was expected to throw 
her hat in the ring, has also 
backed Laird.

“Lesley has experience in 
local government, and has 
very quickly established her-
self as a very impressive MP 
and a key player in Jeremy 
Corbyn’s shadow cabinet,” 
Findlay says. “For those rea-
sons and many more, I think 

she’s the best candidate.”
Laird could still face a chal-

lenge from the right — with 
the names of MSPs Jackie Bail-
lie and Pauline McNeill still 
in the rumour mill.

But neither has come for-
ward so far. Some see this 
as a sign the right know 
they could not win a dep-
uty leadership contest, and 
would rather hedge their 
bets with a unity candidate 
than see their own �ag-
bearer crushed.

A senior Scottish Labour 
source says an uncontested 
election would help Leonard 
overcome the divisions that 
have persisted since Leonard’s 
election — which followed 
years of right-wing domi-
nance in the Scottish party.

“It’s very much about 
ensuring that what the 
Labour Party is focused on 
is getting behind the lead-
ership of Richard Leonard 
and Corbyn, and getting a 
positive vision out there,” 
the source says.

Not everyone agrees. One 
prominent grassroots activ-
ist sees it as “another creep-
ing sign of the new dull con-
sensus” in Scottish Labour.

This campaigner thinks 
the left’s identity is getting 
lost as the new leadership 
muddles along and attempts 
to keep rightwingers on side.

“It’s disappointing Lesley’s 

candidacy has been marked 
by claims for technocratic 
competency and very little 
political substance — but the 
left has rushed behind her 
anyway,” he adds.

But while acknowledg-
ing Laird is from the “soft 
left,” the senior party source 
says the frontrunner “under-
stands why she was elected” 
in Labour’s unexpected 
surge last year, and “sup-
ports the direction of travel” 
under the left leadership.

Moreover, the source says 
there was no obvious candi-
date of the left, and notes 
the importance of the new 
deputy being a woman.

Labour has faced criti-
cism for its male-dominated 
leadership at Westminster 
and Holyrood. The previous 
deputy leader, Alex Rowley, 
was suspended last autumn 
following allegations he had 
sent abusive texts to a former 
partner — which he denies.

The SNP’s contest will see 
economy secretary Keith 
Brown challenged by activist 
Julie Hepburn and council-
lor Chris McEleny — who has 
called for a new independ-
ence referendum within 18 
months.

The possibility of sparks 
over the saltire has made 
some Labour �gures think 
a quick coronation would be 
no bad thing.

The struggle for the 
soul of Scottish Labour

As the Scottish Labour Party prepares to elect its 
deputy leader, CONRAD LANDIN looks at the 

prevailing opinions and political implications of the choice

DECISION TIME: (Left 
to right) Labour Party 
leader Jeremy Corbyn 
with Scottish Labour 
leader Richard Leonard 
and candidate for 
deputy Lesley Laird MP
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grassroots eruption of diverse 
non-violent strategies in a sin-
gle struggle in human history.”

If you are looking for a short 
and accessible account of the 
campaign check out the bril-
liant 2011 book Counter Power: 
Making Change Happen by 
grassroots activist Tim Gee.

That Hirsch and Jones could 
get it so wrong highlights the 
tragic failure of proponents 
and scholars of non-violent 
action to educate progressives 
and the wider British public 
about the rich and impactful 
history of non-violent struggle 
across the world.

Yes, there is a certain level 
of awareness about famous 
instances of non-violent resist-
ance such as the campaign 
Mahatma Gandhi led that 
helped to end British rule 
in India and the Civil Rights 
movement in the ‘50s and ‘60s 
US.

Yet our knowledge of even 
these struggles is often sketchy 
and super�cial. More broadly, 
many associate non-violence 
with passivity and moderation.

Hirsh incorrectly assumes 
one cannot be both non-violent 
and “willing to break the law… 
and be killed.”

In practice the key to suc-
cessful non-violent campaigns 
is their ability to confront and 
coerce centres of power — in 
short, to seek out con�ict.

Writing about the portrayal 
of US civil rights leader Martin 

Luther King in the 2014 �lm 
Selma, Fast Company maga-
zine’s Jessica Leber notes the 
non-violent campaign he led 
“was incredibly aggressive, 
brave, and strategic — in many 
cases aiming to force the state 
into violent opposition.”

For anyone wishing to 
understand the power of non-
violence the seminal text is 
2011’s Why Civil Resistance 
Works: The Strategic Logic of 
Non-violent Con�ict by US aca-
demics Erica Chenoweth and 
Maria Stephan.

The book does two impor-
tant things: �rst it shows that 
campaigns of non-violent 
resistance have been twice 
as successful as their violent 
counterparts in achieving their 
goals.

And second, the huge data-
base (comprised of 323 cam-
paigns between 1900 and 2006) 
that their �ndings are based on 
provides the bones of what is 
e�ectively a secret history of 
successful non-violent struggles.

Who knew about the mass 
non-violent campaigns that 
overthrew dictatorships in 
Guatemala and El Salvador in 
1944? Or that people power put 
an end to President Marcos’s 
oppressive 20-year reign in the 
Philippines in 1986?

Large scale non-violent 
struggles also brought down 
Augusto Pinochet in Chile in 
1990 and played a key role in 
the ousting of the Shah of Iran 
in 1979.

Mali, Kenya, Nigeria and 
Malawi have all experienced 
successful non-violent strug-
gles against dictatorships.

The campaigns that won 
independence from the Brit-
ish in Ghana and Zambia were 
largely non-violent, as were the 
protests that toppled Tunisian 
Ben Ali’s government in Tuni-
sia and kicked o� the so-called 
Arab Spring.

Writing on the Washington 
Post’s Monkey Cage blog in 
2016 Chenoweth and Stephan 
highlight an important histori-

cal shift: “The success rates of 
non-violent resistance peaked 
in the 1990s, but the current 
decade has seen a sharp decline 
in the success rates of non-vio-

lent resistance.”
They suggest a few reasons 

for this change, including the 
likelihood state opponents of 
non-violent campaigns may be 
getting smart to non-violent 
strategies and tactics, and clev-
erly adapting their responses 
to minimise the movements’ 
challenges to the status quo.

This is certainly concern-
ing. However, Chenoweth and 
Stephan highlight that though 
their e�ectiveness has waned, 
non-violent campaigns are still 
succeeding more often than 
violent campaigns.

And with violent resistance 
turning out to be so disastrous 
in Libya and Syria, it is more 
important than ever for non-
violent action to receive the 
recognition it deserves.

 �QWant to �nd out more? Search 
Swarthmore College’s extensive 
Global Non-violent Action Database 
https://nvdatabase.swarthmore.
edu/ and read Peace News https://
peacenews.info/.

Non-violent campaigns 
have higher rate of success

“
Successful non-
violent campaigns  
have the ability 
to confront and 
coerce centres 
of power 

“
The protests 
that toppled 
Tunisian Ben Ali’s 
government in 
Tunisia in 2011 
were largely 
nonviolent

WINNING FORMULA: The civil rights march on 
Washington of August 28 1963 – Jewish civil rights 
activist Joseph L Rauh Jr (centre, front row) marching 
with Martin Luther King (�rst from left front row), and 
(left) protesters in Tehran in the days preceding the 
victory of the Iranian revolution, January-February 1979
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Fighting Fund (Keith’s o�  today – back tomorrow)

SO the countdown really begins 
now, with only four days and 
over six grand to go, we’re start-
ing to feel a bit anxious as to 
whether we’ll make the fund.

That said, generosity keeps 
pouring in from you lot – our 
dear readers — and you gave 
a very decent £356 yesterday. 

I’ll start o�  by saying thanks 
to the comrade for £30 to wel-
come Keith (although, ironically, 

he’s o�  today) and on behalf of 
all the sta�  at the Star, we’re 
mega pleased he’s now part of 
our small but dedicated team. 

Thanks also for the £7, £23, 
£25 and another £30, as well as 
the onliners who handed over 
a total of £11.45. This all helps 
the paper so much. As do your 
standing orders, which brought 
in £230. Fine work, comrades.

At the beginning of the week, 

Keith mentioned our annual 
Kinder Scout hike, where Morn-
ing Star supporters walked up 
the famous Kinder Scout hill in 
Derbyshire’s Peak District and 
raised more than £500 for our 
paper – with more still to come 
in. Around 80 people took part 
and, for the � rst time, mem-
bers of Manchester Momentum 
joined the fundraising e� ort.

It’s only fair they get a lit-
tle pic in the paper for their 
wonderful e� ort. Thanks guys!

TODAY

The showers will be-
come isolated in central, 
southern and eastern 
areas overnight, but 
they will continue in the 
north and west, with 
further heavy and possi-
bly thundery downpours 
possible.

NEXT FEW DAYS

Rain spreads into cen-
tral parts Friday, but 
brighter with showers 
further north. Bright 
spells and showers Sat-
urday. Rain in the south 
on Sunday, brighter with 
a few showers further 
north.

YOU’VE RAISED:

£11,188
WE NEED: 

£6,812

QUIZMASTER with William Sitwell

TODAY’S QUESTIONS

YESTERDAY’S ANSWERS
1. In Colombia, what is a “porro”?  A type of 
dance similar to a rumba

2. What is the world’s largest living marsu-
pial?  The red kangaroo (pictured)

3. Which letter, in a circle, forms the 
registered trademark symbol?  R

1 In which European country is 
the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) based?

2 In geometry, what is the name 
of the division of something 
into two parts?

3 In which direction does the 
river Nile � ow?

Solution tomorrow…

DAILY SUDOKU (Expert)

CAN buildings su� er from a 
guilty conscience? This notion 
is investigated by architects in 
Guilty Architecture  (11.30am 
Radio 4) who visit sites ines-
capably linked to atrocities 
and question their future 
uses. Should the crumbling 
Nuremburg rally ground be 
restored for a new purpose? 

David Chipper� eld will 
talk through his controver-
sial plans to restore the Haus 
der Kunst, the gallery com-
missioned by Hitler, includ-
ing the divisive decision to 
remove the line of trees that 
were planted speci� cally to 
obscure the building from 
view. 

And before we get comfort-
able thinking of these far away 
sites across the river,  the his-
tory of Clandon Park in Surrey 
is thrown into focus. This 18th 

century mansion was funded 
by slave plantations in Jamaica. 
The upright Palladian sym-
metry of it’s design was left a 
shell after a major � re in 2015 
gutted the National Trust prop-
erty. Now that restoration is 
underway, how should its his-
tory be recognised?

From distant abuses to des-
perate emergencies, Ambu-
lance (9pm BBC1) is back for 
a second series. This documen-
tary series tracks the control 
room sta�  taking 999 calls 
to the paramedics treating 
patients over 48 hours. It’s 
heartwrenching stu� . 

Our cover story on Tues-
day this week revealed the 
disgusting level of sexual 
abuse su� ered by ambulance 
workers. Lets hope the GMB 
is successful in pushing for 
sexual assault to be explicitly 

included within new tougher 
legislation.  

Solutions to sexual harrass-
ment in the workplace are dis-
cussed in the latest episode of 
In Business (8.30pm Radio 4). 
To all those deriding #MeToo 
as a temporary trend, it actu-
ally looks to be having a last-
ing impact.

Ending with a much hap-
pier subject,  Front Row (7.15pm 
Radio 4) is focusing on singer 
Janelle Monae whose latest 
album Dirty Computer is 
bursting with joyous, � zzing 
tracks of unabashed female 
sexuality. If you haven’t 
checked out the video from 
Pynk, her third single from 
the album – please do. Not 
only are the sweltering pink 
hues very appealing but Monae 
and her backing dancers wear 
some fantastic “labia pants.”

TV and radio preview  with Amy Smith

Can buildings be infected by the cruel 
actions committed within them?

Yesterday’s sudoku
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THE HOUSE THAT 
SLAVERY BUILT: 
Clandon Park
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A 
FEARLESS com-
munist and 
activist who 
lived through two 
world wars, John 
Heart�eld was 

born in Berlin in 1891.
Along with his brother 

and two sisters he was aban-
doned by his parents at the 
age of eight and went with 
his siblings to live with rela-
tives. After �nishing school, 
the brothers moved �rst to 
Wiesbaden and from there 
to Munich where Heart�eld 
studied art.

Initially, he worked as a 
commercial artist and later 
continued his studies in Berlin. 
In protest against chauvinist 
war propaganda and the greet-
ing “May God Punish England,” 
he changed his German birth 
name Helmut Herzfeld into 
English, calling himself John 
Heart�eld from then on.

He worked closely with his 
brother Wieland throughout 
his life and together they 
published the magazine Neue 
Jugend in Berlin in 1917-18, 
where Heart�eld pioneered 
a new typography, and they 
founded the Malik-Verlag pub-
lishing house in 1917.

When the Communist Party 
of Germany was founded a year 
later, Heart�eld joined imme-
diately. He produced stage sets 
for proletarian theatres, post-
ers for the Communist Party 
and contributed artwork for 
magazines and pamphlets.

Over the following years, he 
began experimenting with new 
ways of working with photo-
graphs. These photomontages 
were used for the book covers 
of Malik-Verlag and other pro-
gressive publishing houses. 
Heart�eld also collaborated 
with other anti-fascist artists 
such as George Grosz, espe-
cially in creating collages in 
the early post-war years.

Photomontage became 
Heart�eld’s speci�c artistic 
weapon. They commented on 
contemporary politics, start-
ing with the famous image 
Fathers and Sons in 1924 and, 
after 1930, he contributed 
frequently to the weeklies 
Arbeiter-Illustrierte-Zeitung 
(AIZ) and Volks-Illustrierte 
(VI), often collaborating with 
Wieland in creating montages. 
Those photomontages on the 
covers of the widely sold AIZ 
appeared on news-stands 
across Germany.

He used rotogravure, engrav-
ing pictures, words and designs 
onto the printing plate, to 
design montages for posters 
displayed on the streets of 
Berlin in 1932 and 1933.

The spirit of class struggle 
and in particular of the Octo-
ber revolution imbues the 
book covers he created for 
the works of revolutionary and 
radical German, US and Rus-
sian writers such as Tolstoy, 
Gorky, Ehrenburg and Sinclair 
and he responded directly to 
world events — the 1926 Brit-

ish general strike in 1926, the 
execution of Sacco and Van-
zetti in 1927 and the frame-up 
of the eight Scottsboro boys in 
Alabama in 1931.

When fascism took over 
in Germany, Heart�eld was 
immediately targeted by the 
nazis. He made a dramatic 
escape to Prague, where he 
resumed his work for AIZ and 
Malik-Verlag which had also 
decamped from nazi Germany. 
An entire series of photomon-
tages was dedicated to the trial 
of Dimitrov in 1933 and, from 
1936 to 1937, to the battles of 

the Spanish republic and the 
International Brigades.

In 1938, Hitler demanded 
the extradition of Heart�eld 
and other anti-fascists, which 
was rejected by the Czecho-
slovak government. He �ed 
to London shortly before the 
nazis marched into Prague at 
the end of that year and was 
initially interned as an enemy 
alien. Following his release, he 
received permission to stay in 
Britain, but his brother did not 
and had to �ee to the US.

In London, Heart�eld co-
founded the active Free Ger-

man League of Culture and 
earned his living as a typog-
rapher and designer for British 
publishing houses.

Returning from Britain in 
1950, he settled in the German 
Democratic Republic, initially 
in Leipzig and then in Berlin. 
Despite serious heart trouble, 
he continued working, creating 
stage settings and theatre post-
ers for the Deutsches Theater 
in Berlin and for the Berliner 
Ensemble, as well as political 
posters for the state.

In the catalogue of the last 
two exhibitions held during 

his lifetime, Heart�eld wrote: 
“Since we are living in the 
nuclear age a third world war 
would mean a catastrophe for 
the whole of humanity, a catas-
trophe the full extent of which 
eludes our imagination ...

“Today the people of peace 
of all countries must work 
together even more closely 
and mobilise all resources to 
strengthen and save world 
peace, since warlike rulers are 
rallying for war. The civil war in 
Spain was the fascist manoeu-
vre �eld for the second world 
war in the same way today’s 
wars endanger world peace ...

“With his famous painting 
Guernica Picasso supported 
the heroic anti-fascist writ-
ers in Spain. He succeeded his 
compatriot Goya in the strug-
gle against war.

“He also created the wonder-
ful lithograph of the world-
famous �ying dove of peace. 
That the dove shall never again 
be impaled upon a bayonet, as 
shown in one of my photomon-
tages, all advocates of peace, 
whatever their political opin-
ions, must close the ranks in 
the �ght to maintain peace.”

That, said Heart�eld, had 
been the aim of his and his 
brother’s artistic work since 
their earliest youth.

His images and words, 
inspiring generations of politi-
cal artists all over the world 
in the years since his death in 
1968, are as acute now as ever 
they were.

Jenny Farrell pays tribute to JOHN HEARTFIELD, the creator 
of political photomontage, who died 50 years ago today

A visionary who still inspires

�Q POLITICAL ART

ACUTE: (Left to right from top) A tool in God’s hand? A toy 
in Thyssen’s hand!; Mimicry: After all the attempts by the 
nazis to transport their ideas into the working class remained 
unsuccessful, Goebbels had a �nal idea: he persuaded the 
Fuhrer to don a Marx beard every time he spoke to workers; 
The meaning of the Hitler salute; Never Again! (refers to 
WWI) and The old motto of the ‘new’ Reich: Blood and Iron
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�Q����������THE Daily Worker of April 26 
1938 reported an “agreement 

between the British government and 
the government of Eire,” then the 
name for the “Free State” of southern 
Ireland. 

This ended economic con� ict 
between the two countries, especially 
over the issue of land annuities on 
loans made by Britain to Irish farmers 
before the drive for independence. 

Britain had imposed a 20 per cent 
tari�  on trade with the Free State as 
punishment for a failure to collect 
the debts, but now accepted repay-
ment of only one-eighth of the huge 
sum owed. Penal tari� s on imports 
to British-ruled territory, especially 
through the border, were ended.

Signi� cant funds would be used to 
establish new air bases and increas-
ing Eire’s air force and navy, 
using materiel supplied 
on favourable terms by 
Britain. 

A mutual defence 
scheme would see a 
new oil re� nery at 
Dublin serving as 
a fuelling base for 
warships in time 
of war.

Transatlantic 
air services between 
Britain and the US would 
start from Foynes Harbour, 
which is located at the mouth of the 
Shannon. 

It would service Irish and interna-
tional markets in the North Atlantic 
from its deep-water bulk cargo han-

dling facilities. 
Engineering and steel works 
at Haulbowline on Cork 

Harbour, where there were 
refuelling and hospital 
facilities, would act as a 
naval repair depot.

Although the vexed 
issue of partition was 

not addressed, British 
forces were to withdraw 

permanent occupation of 
deep water naval bases on 

Spike Island in Cork Harbour, Bere 
Island in Bantry Bay, and Lough Swilly 
in Donegal.

You can read editions of the Daily Worker  (1930-45) and Morning Star (200 0-today), online at

Ten days’ access costs just £5.99  and a year is £72

mstar.link/DWMSarchive

80 YEARS AGO TODAY...
GRAHAM STEVENSON explores the Star’s online archives

Britain-Ireland deal ended economic hostilitiesTHERESA MAY has announced 
there will be a national day of 
commemoration for Stephen 
Lawrence, which we all wel-
come.

However, given the history 
of racism in the Conservative 
Party, some are questioning her 
motives.

If Ms May is sincere she 
should reopen the investiga-
tion into the murder of Kelso 
Cochrane following the Notting 
Hill riots in 1959, whose mur-

derer was known by the police 
but never faced prosecution — 
and the killing by police with-
out prosecution of Blair Peach 
who was murdered at an anti-
racism demonstration in 1979. 

Sadly, despite the exposure 
of the police and their institu-
tional racism by the Lawrence 
inquiry, deaths of of black men 
before or following arrest have 
increased.

TERRY McCARTHY 
Hastings

Day of commemoration is not enough
�Q STEPHEN LAWRENCE

HAVE YOUR SAY
Write (up to 300 words) to 
52 Beachy Rd, London E3 2NS
or email letters@peoples-press.com 

�Q GAZA

US-ISRAELI actress 
Natalie Portman, of 
V for Vendetta fame, 
has cancelled a visit to 
Israel, citing “disturb-
ing scenes” regarding 
Israeli army brutality to 
Palestinians as a reason 
for her refusal to go to 
Tel Aviv so as to receive 
an award.

Some Israeli politi-
cians have called for her 
to be stripped of her 
nationality and have 
called her a traitor.

So does this make her 
anti-semitic then, or a 
real Israeli hero?

PHIL BRAND
London SW17

Natalie Portman’s 
made a brave stand

Miners’ homes are  
carved up for cash

�Q HOUSING

WHEN is the public going to 
wake up to what is going on all 
around them in this country 
today?

Property dealers Pember-
stone Group intend to evict long-
standing tenants and demolish 
properties to make way for posh 
� ats far beyond the reach of the 
existing tenants.

These are former miners’ 
houses in Oulton near Leeds, 
which were originally built 
by the National Coal Board on 
behalf of their employees and 
families but over time have been 
sold o�  to private landlords.

The latest stunt being pulled 
by the Worcester-based prop-
erty dealer is another nail in 
the co�  n for all tenants in 
this country. In some cases 
the landlord has only to give 

eight weeks’ notice to evict 
some tenants.

This action is, in my opinion, 
part of former prime minister 
Margaret Thatcher’s ideology 
when she introduced “right to 
buy” for council houses.

It is understood that part of 
her long term strategy was to 
remove social housing com-
pletely — which also appears 
to be the direction of the cur-
rent government.

Fair enough it was a great 
opportunity for many to buy 
a home of their own at vastly 
discounted prices, but the same 
question has been asked many 
times over the years — what 
happened to the so called “ring 
fenced” monies from these sales?

It is believed to equate to 
billions of pounds and seems 

to have just disappeared into a 
government “black hole.”

Part of her sales pitch at the 
time was stating it would only 
be used to provide new social 
housing.

It is good to see a delegation 
of 70 tenants lobbying a plan-
ning meeting of Leeds City 
Council.

My feeling is that if the 
general public lets this pass 
without protest then all land-
lords including councils will 
jump on the bandwagon and 
impose short eviction notices, 
and pro� t from the sale of the 
land to private developers.

Lets see more protests from 
our main unions — let’s all join 
together and make a di� erence.

PAUL AGG
Wednesbury

RICHARD HOUSE’S point that 
it’s “no wonder we have a bur-
geoning mental-health crisis 
among young people” is a valid 
one (M Star Letters, April 24). 

He is right to place the blame 
on “modern schooling regimes” 
which have obsessed on testing, 
standards and rote-learning, 
denying children their right to 
learn through play and experi-
ment, and giving children from 
wealthier homes unfair advan-
tage.

There are now so many 
aspects of our society which 
need not minor reforms but 
complete transformation, 
from tax levels and ending 
tax avoidance to NHS funding 
and caring, from regulation of 
the rental and banking sectors 

to providing adequate and safe 
housing for all. Labour politi-
cians have a duty to commit to 
making the necessary changes. 

In education, as Richard says, 
they will need to show courage, 
as the right-wing media will be 
bound to oppose almost all poli-
cies from a Corbyn-led govern-
ment regardless of their worth. 

Restoring Sure-Start centres 
would be di�  cult to oppose, 
but other reforms to reduce the 
advantages middle-class pupils 
retain over their working-class 
peers will be resisted.

Even at the sixth form stage, 
after a mere 11 years of edu-
cation, the odds are heavily 
stacked against students from 
working-class backgrounds. 
The need to restore the Educa-

tion Maintenance Grant and 
a more modular-based assess-
ment is as strong as ever. 

With most public schools 
now entering pupils for Pre-U 
examinations instead of taking 
the traditional route into uni-
versity through high grades at 
A-Levels, Labour must at least 
pledge an investigation into 
these exams, not only because 
of their lack of regulation, but 
because of the suspicion that 
they are giving already highly 
advantaged pupils an even 
greater chance of success.

We can only hope, as Richard 
wrote in his letter, that Angela 
Rayner and the shadow educa-
tion team “are listening!”

BERNIE EVANS 
Liverpool

Modern schooling a nightmare
�Q EDUCATION AND MENTAL HEALTH
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T
HE young victims 
are still here: 
they’re among the 
kids who like to 
share stories while 

they sip on traditional Argen-
tine tea, who check their 
phones outside changing rooms 
and kick a ball around during 
a break from practice.

The teens live in the board-
ing house for Independiente’s 
youth section, where they 
should have been safe, dream-
ing of becoming Argentina’s 
next football great.

Instead, investigators say 
paedophiles turned their lives 
into a nightmare when they 
paid many of these children, 
who come from poor families 
in remote corners of the coun-
try, as little as a bus ride back 
home or a pair of football boots 
in exchange for sex.

The prosecutor investigat-
ing the case says that at least 
10 minors were prostituted and 
several other more minors are 
believed to have been potential 
victims. So far, seven men, 
including a referee, have been 
arrested.

The child prostitution ring 
at Independiente was followed 
by reports that minors had 
also been allegedly abused at 
River Plate’s youth divisions. 
The growing scandal at two of 
Argentina’s most popular and 
successful clubs has shocked 
many in this football-mad 
nation.

The Argentine Football Fed-
eration has ordered monitoring 
of club boarding houses nation-
wide. But former players, sports 
psychologists and parents say 
that much more needs to be 
done to protect the children 
who train in talent factories 
where Diego Maradona, Lionel 
Messi and other stars polished 
their skills growing up.

Independiente �led a com-

plaint with prosecutors earlier 
this year when the allegations 
�rst surfaced after one of the 
players broke down during a 
session with a club psycholo-
gist.

“We had two paths: report-
ing this or covering it up and 
we decided to look the children 
and the parents in the eyes and 
�le a complaint,” a club o�cial 
said on condition of anonymity 
because the case is still being 
investigated.

“Thanks to this complaint, 
all the people involved are 
behind bars,” the source said. 
“There’s a huge social phenom-
enon here: There have been 
other reports since we �led 
the complaint and I hope oth-
ers have the courage to come 
out as well, because this goes 
far beyond Independiente.”

Just days after the Independi-
ente case broke out, River Plate 
said that it would co-operate 
with authorities after a local 
group reported minors were 
allegedly abused in the club’s 
youth divisions from 2004-11.

“The state should be much 
more involved so that a child 
doesn’t have to sleep with a 
man for some football boots or 
money to send back to his fam-
ily,” said Maria Elena Leuzzi, a 
founder of the AVIVI Associa-
tion for Victims of Rape that 
�led the complaint about River 
Plate.

“A child should always be 
cared for. We don’t know if 
we’ll have a future dad, a presi-
dent or a foootball player.”

Argentina is home to some of 
the world’s greatest players, but 
also fan violence by hooligans 
and endemic corruption by gen-
erations of football bosses and 
scouts who run the lucrative 
and often unregulated business 
of �nding future stars.

“At the clubs, the bosses 
need to understand that kids 

are not numbers,” said Leonel 
Gancedo, a former player for 
River Plate and several other 
clubs who now runs the “Ange-
les Unidos” club.

“What has happened is 
shameful,” he said. “It’s a con-
sequence of poor decisions.”

Many children in club board-
ing houses come from impov-
erished faraway communities, 
living far from their parents 
under the care of clubs, dream-
ing of a chance to make it big 
in the ultra-competitive world 
of professional football.

But for the thousands of tal-
ented youngsters who try out 
in the lower divisions, only a 
small percentage will become 
elite players. Some will strug-
gle to overcome injuries. Oth-
ers will fall to the psychologi-
cal pressure at home or on the 
�eld.

“A kid can’t be pressured to 
save his family economically. 

It’s too much,” said Oscar Man-
gione, a sport psychologist and 
a former therapist for the Boca 
Juniors club.

Like elsewhere in the world, 
Argentina has experienced 
a string of sex abuse disclo-
sures in the Catholic Church 
and, more recently, among 
celebrities and athletes. But 
the magnitude of the latest 
abuse scandal in sports is 
unprecedented in a country 
that prides itself on its World 
Cup victories and its Olympic 
medals in everything from sail-
ing to �eld hockey.

Argentina’s Olympic Com-
mittee recently �led a legal 
complaint against a gymnastics 
coach who is accused of abusing 
a still undetermined number of 
athletes in the 1990s. As part 
of the investigation by a local 
prosecutor, authorities raided 
the headquarters of the Argen-
tine gymnastics confederation.

“This is being spoken about 
much more: Newspapers, the 
radio, they all help to spread 
the word. We’re helping the 
victim lose its shame,” Leuzzi 
said. “The one who has to feel 
shame is the one who carries 
out the abuse.”

The kick-o� for change 
should come from a serious 
e�ort by the Argentine Football 
Association to set safety rules 
among clubs nationwide, said 
Cesar La Paglia, a former player 
for Boca Juniors and the man-
ager of Club Social Parque, a 
youth club.

“There are kids aged 8 or 9 
living in these club boarding 
houses — it’s insane,” he said. 
“Those kids should be with 
their parents.”

In all, there are 50 teenagers 
from across Argentina living at 
the brick residences painted in 
the red and white club colours 
of Independiente. On a recent 

day, nothing seemed out of 
the ordinary. The sound of 
a ball being kicked in a �eld 
surrounded by tall eucalyptus 
trees could be heard inside the 
main hall; Football boots were 
neatly lined up below the club’s 
red emblem and a poster of the 
stadium with a cheering crowd 
on a wall, read: “The temple of 
your dreams.”

The club says that the vic-
tims have been reunited with 
their families in Buenos Aires 
and continue to receive psy-
chological support while it 
continues to co-operate with 
authorities.

Meanwhile, a judge is 
expected to issue charges this 
week against the seven peo-
ple who are being held in the 
alleged prostitution ring and 
the prosecutor investigating 
the case has requested that 
they remain in prison.

LUIS ANDRES HENAO

Argentinian kids 
allegedly given 
football boots in 
exchange for sex

ALLEGATIONS OF CHILD ABUSE: 
The entrance to Independiente’s 
training headquarters
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FLAVIANA
Punchestown 3:40 (nap)

FRIENDS IN HEAVEN
Perth 1:50

Farringdon’s Doubles

LANCELOT DU LAC
Chelmsford 7:35

Houseman’s Choice

TODAY’S TIPS

SPORT ON TV
 �QBASEBALL: MLB, Cleveland Indians 

v Seattle Mariners — BT Sport 2 11pm; 
Chicago Cubs v Milwaukee Brewers — 
BT Sport/ESPN 1am (Fri).

 �QBASKETBALL: NBA, playo�s Indi-
ana Pacers v Cleveland Cavaliers — BT 
Sport 1 1am (Fri).

 �QCYCLING: Tour of Romandy — 
Eurosport 2 3pm.

 �QDARTS: Premier League Darts — 
Sky Sports Main Event, Sky Sports 
Action 7pm.

 �QFOOTBALL: Europa League, Arse-
nal v Atletico Madrid — BT Sport 2 
7pm; Marseille v RB Salzburg — eir 
Sport 1 8pm.

 �QGOLF: European Tour, China Open 
— Sky Sports Main Event, Sky Sports 
Golf 7.30am, 3.30am (Fri); PGA Tour, 
Zurich Classic of New Orleans — Sky 
Sports Golf 1pm.

 �QGRIDIRON: NFL, live draft — Sky 
Sports Action 12am (Fri) and Sky 
Sports Main Event 1am (Fri).

 �QSNOOKER: The World Champion-
ship — BBC Two 1pm and Eurosport 1 
1pm, 6.30pm.

 �QTENNIS: ATP Tour, the Barcelona 
Open — Sky Sports Main Event 1pm; 
WTA Tour, Porsche Tennis Grand Prix 
in Stuttgart — BT Sport 1 10.30am, 
5.30pm.

�QTENNIS

Review warns lower levels riddled with corruption
by Our Sports Desk

TENNIS is a “fertile breeding 
ground” for corruption and 
is engulfed in a “tsunami” of 
betting-related graft at lower 
levels due to online gambling, 
according to the newly pub-
lished Independent Review of 
Integrity in Tennis.

The probe was set up in 
February 2016 following alle-
gations that leading players, 
including grand slam winners, 
were involved in match-�xing 
and that evidence had been 
suppressed.

More than two years later 
the review panel, in publish-

ing its interim report, claimed 
tennis faces a “serious integ-
rity problem,” particularly at 
the lower levels of the sport 
where players often struggle 
to break even, and especially 
on the men’s circuits.

The panel also found “evi-
dence of some issues” at 
grand slams and Tour events, 
although it did not uncover evi-
dence of a widespread problem 
at the highest levels.

The report showed no evi-
dence of top-level players being 
implicated in corruption.

However, it did claim “tank-
ing” — players seemingly giv-
ing up during matches, which 
has been a feature at some 

high-pro�le tournaments — 
has been too often tolerated 
by the tennis authorities.

The review panel did not �nd 
evidence of a cover-up by either 
the Tennis Integrity Unit nor 
governing bodies the Interna-
tional Tennis Federation (ITF) 
and the Association of Tennis 
Professionals (ATP).

However, some of the actions 
taken by the ITF and ATP were 
“inappropriate or ine�ective.”

Among the report’s recom-
mendations are the restruc-
turing of the professional 
game and a signi�cant reduc-
tion in tournaments deemed 
“professional” but where play-
ers may actually lose money 

due to the cost of competing, 
making them easy prey for the 
corrupt.

The panel also recommended 
discontinuing the sale of o�-
cial live scoring data at lower-
level tennis to betting compa-
nies and banning them from 
sponsorship deals.

�QMEN’S RUGBY LEAGUE

by Our Sports Desk

SALFORD coach Ian Watson 
is con�dent Wigan youngster 
Jake Shorrocks can step into 
the shoes of Robert Lui against 
Super League leaders St Helens 
tonight.

The 22-year-old Shorrocks 
has made one appearance since 
joining the Red Devils on a 
month’s loan but Wigan have 
agreed to extend the deal and 
say they will have no objection 
to him playing against them at 
Loire Drive next week.

Shorrocks, who played a key 
role in the Warriors’ march to 
the 2016 Grand Final, made 
only one substitute appearance 
in 2017 due to knee trouble but 
will have the chance to kick-
start his career with Salford, 
who lost Lui to a knee injury in 
last week’s win over Wake�eld.

“When your main spine 
players go down, it’s a big loss 
but we’ve got young Jake who 
Wigan were good enough to 
let us have on loan and extend 
that loan period as well,” said 
Watson.

“Jake gets an opportunity 
and I’m really con�dent with 
the way he’s trained this week 
that he will put in a really good 
performance tomorrow.

“He played against War-
rington and then we went with 
our original spine and we got 
the two wins.

“So it will be good for him to 
come into the team on the back 
of a couple of wins and show 
us what he can do playing as a 
natural half-back because the 
last time he played, we had to 
play Rob Lui at full-back so he 
didn’t have a natural full-back 
playing outside him.

“This week will be a lit-

tle bit di�erent for him and 
hopefully we’ll see the best 
of Jake.”

Saints will be aiming to 
complete the double following 
their 34-2 victory in a round 
four �xture at Langtree Park 
but they have lost on both their 
two previous visits to Stadium 
Way and the Red Devils are on 
a roll after posting back-to-back 
wins for the �rst time since last 
May.

“On the back of a couple of 
wins, we’re more than look-
ing forward to the challenge 
of Saints,” said Watson.

“We felt we competed well 
at their place at the start and 
just let ourselves down in the 
middle period so we’re hoping 
to rectify that.”

While freescoring backs Ben 
Barba, Jonny Lomax and Mark 
Percival have been grabbing 
the headlines for the league 

pacesetters, Watson identi�es 
prop forward Luke Thompson 
as the main danger.

“They’ve been outstanding 
and the one person who has 
impressed me massively is 
Thompson,” Watson added. 

“I think he’s one of the form 
front rowers in the competi-
tion.”

St Helens can go four points 
clear but coach Justin Holbrook 

says he is acutely aware of the 
threat of their hosts.

“They had a slow start to the 
season but in the last couple of 
weeks they’ve been fantastic,” 
Holbrook said.

“They’ve got some big for-
wards and some quick outside 
backs. They blew Wake�eld o� 
park last week and they had a 
good win the week before so 
we’re expecting a tough game.”

WATSON: 
HOPEFULLY 
WE’LL SEE 
THE  BEST OF 
SHORROCKS

CONFIDENT: Ian Watson �QSAFE STANDING

MORE than 100,000 peo-
ple have signed an o�-
cial petition calling for 
safe standing at football 
grounds in the Premier 
League and Champion-
ship, putting it up for a 
debate in Parliament.

A clear majority of 
fans want the option of 
standing during games, 
according to opinion 
polls conducted by 
Popular over the past 16 
months.

Those results were 
recently discussed at a 
Premier League share-
holders meeting in 
London.

Top-tier teams in 
England have not yet 
agreed a position on 
safe standing. Rules 
brought in after the 1989 
Hillsborough disaster 
require matches in the 
top two leagues to be 
fully seated.

Petition gets 
to 100,000


