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DON’T TAKE US 
INTO ANOTHER 
ILLEGAL WAR

As May summons her Cabinet to discuss military action in 
Syria without a parliamentary vote, the Morning Star warns:

by Lamiat Sabin
Parliamentary Reporter

OPPOSITION leaders and MPs are warn-
ing Theresa May against backing the 
United States in its threatened military 
action against Syria  without Parliament 
being allowed a say.

They have been demanding a Com-
mons debate and vote before any new 
military action takes place, but Ms May 
sidelined Parliament yesterday and called 
an emergency Cabinet meeting instead.

There are signs that she is preparing 
to join US-led air strikes against Syrian 
government targets after claiming that 
“all the indications” were that President 
Bashar al-Assad’s forces were responsible 
for an alleged chemical attack on the 

rebel-held town of Douma last weekend.
A protest against the attack plans is 

being held today at 5pm outside Down-
ing Street.

No 10 has not said whether Ms May 
was preparing to order British forces to 
join the US-led military action.

Parliament is in recess until Monday, 
but Ms May has been urged to recall it 
early for an emergency debate and vote 
after aggressive public posturing by US 
President Donald Trump added to tensions.

He wrote on Twitter yesterday: “Never 
said when an attack on Syria would take 
place. Could be very soon or not so soon 
at all!”

It is � ve years since he tweeted, during 
Barack Obama’s presidency: “Don’t attack 
Syria – an attack that will bring nothing 
but trouble for the US. Focus on making 

our country strong and great again!”
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn invoked 

the mistakes of the Iraq war as one of the 
reasons why MPs should have a say on Syria.

He said: “Parliament must be consulted 
on this. Surely the lessons of Iraq, the 
lessons that came there from the Chilcot 
report, are that there’s got to be, there has 
to be, a proper process of consultation.

“We elect Parliament, we elect mem-
bers of Parliament. They should have a 
voice in this. Cabinet on its own should 
not be making this decision.”

Warning that bombing now “could esca-
late the con� ict beyond belief,” he added: 
“Just imagine the scenario if an American 
missile shoots down a Russian plane or 
vice versa. Where do we go from there?”

Turn to page 5
Star comment: p8
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�QWAR IN YEMEN

Arms sales to 
Saudis break 
the law, High 
Court told by 
campaigners
by Our News Desk

BRITISH arms sales to Saudi 
Arabia are unlawful and must 
be stopped, the Court of Appeal 
heard yesterday.

Campaign Against Arms 
Trade (CAAT) says there is a 
“clear risk” of arms being used 
in the commission of a seri-
ous violation of international 
humanitarian law in Yemen.

In February 2017, CAAT chal-
lenged the Department for 
International Trade’s failure 
to suspend licences to export 
arms to Saudi Arabia.

The High Court rejected 
the campaign’s case in July, 
but CAAT is now applying for 
permission to appeal against 
that decision.

Martin Chamberlain QC, for 
CAAT, said that the Secretary of 
State, in seeking to determine 
whether there is a clear risk, 
must conduct an “assessment 
of the question of whether a 
certain pattern of violations 
can be discerned in the past.”

He referred to a January 2017 
report by a UN panel of experts 
that had undertaken a “detailed 
examination of 10 incidents,” 
including an October  8 2016 air 
strike on a funeral hall in the 
Yemeni capital Sana’a which 
killed at least 140 people.

He acknowledged to Lord 
Justice Flaux that a military 
target had been identi� ed in 
that bombing, but he added: 
“You still don’t attack a hall 
with 500 mourners in it.”

Mr Chamberlain argued 
that the Ministry of Defence 
(MoD) was “not in a position 
to interpret whether [a target] 
was legitimate or not.”

He said that, of bombings 
tracked by the ministry, 
“despite their access to Saudi 
military liaison, the MoD has 
been unable to identify any 
legitimate military target” 
in three-quarters of the cases 
examined.

He also referred to a Febru-
ary 2016 comment by Brigadier 
General Ahmad Asiri, o�  cial 
spokesman for the Saudi-led 
coalition’s forces, “Now our 
rules of engagement are, you 
are close to the border, you are 
killed.”

Mr Chamberlain pointed out 
that, “if you declare an entire 
area a target of military attack, 
you are violating the principle 
of distinction” between mili-
tary and civilian targets.

He also noted that the MoD 
“just doesn’t know whether 
Saudi Arabia has ever pros-
ecuted or punished a member of 
its armed forces” for breaches of 
international humanitarian law.

Before the hearing went into 
private session to hear secret 
evidence, James Eadie QC 
said the government’s access 
to information from the Sau-
dis made it “better placed” to 
assess the situation than those 
relying on “open-source report-
ing” such as from the UN.

Judgement in the case was 
reserved.

news@peoples-press.com

�QSALISBURY ATTACK 

Watchdog backs ministers on Novichok
by Lamiat Sabin
Parliamentary Reporter

THE international chemical 
weapons watchdog has con-
� rmed the “identity of the toxic 
chemical” that was used in the 
Salisbury attack on former Rus-
sian spy Sergei Skripal and his 
daughter, but without nam-
ing the nerve agent or saying 
where it came from.

The Organisation for the Pro-
hibition of Chemical Weapons 
(OPCW) said in a report pub-
lished yesterday that analysis of 

samples collected after the attack 
“con� rm the � ndings of the UK.”

The government insists 
that analysis by the Minis-
try of Defence scientists at 
Porton Down has shown that 
the chemical was Novichok, 
a military-grade nerve agent 
developed in the Soviet Union.

But the OPCW report’s 
executive summary does not 
mention Novichok speci� -
cally, nor does it identify the 
source of the chemical which 
the government insists could 
only have been produced by 
Russia – despite scientists such 

as David Collum, professor of 
organo-chemistry at Cornell 
University, saying postgradu-
ate chemistry students would 
be capable of creating it.

Foreign Secretary Boris John-
son said: “There remains no 
alternative explanation about 
who was responsible – only Rus-
sia has the means, motive and 
record.”

Mr Johnson was previously 
forced to delete a Foreign O�  ce 
tweet claiming scientists had 
assured him the nerve agent 
was made in Russia, when they 
had not.

The nerve agent attack last 
month harmed three people – 
Mr Skripal, his daughter Yulia 
and Detective Sergeant Nicholas 
Bailey.

Labour leader Jeremy Cor-
byn has called for the chemi-
cal’s identity and source to be 
con� rmed before Britain and 
its allies take action. On a visit 
to a school in Derby yesterday, 
he said: “I think any di� erences 
between countries have got to 
be evidence-based so that we do 
have a legal basis for our com-
plaints against whoever did it.”

lamiatsabin@peoples--press.com

�QCATALAN SEPARATISM

Spain accused of persecuting Ponsati
SPANISH authorities have been 
“guilty of an abuse of process” 
in their attempts to extradite a 
former Catalan education min-
ister from Scotland, her lawyer 
said yesterday.

Following a court hearing 
on the extradition of Professor 
Clara Ponsati, solicitor Aamer 
Anwar said the European arrest 
warrant issued for his client 
was based on a “grotesque dis-
tortion of the truth.”

Prof Ponsati faces charges 
of violent rebellion and mis-

appropriation of public funds 
over her role in Catalonia’s 2017 
independence referendum, 
which was declared illegal by 
the government in Madrid.

Her legal team told Edin-
burgh Sheri�  Court that the 
extradition would be resisted 
on several grounds, including 
the validity of the warrant and 
Ms Ponsati’s human rights.

A further procedural session 
has been � xed for May 15, with 
a full two-week hearing to fol-
low on July 30.

Outside the court, Mr Anwar 
said: “We advised the court that 
we intend to � ght the extradi-
tion on many grounds, includ-
ing fundamentally that the 
Spanish authorities are guilty 
of an abuse of process.

“The crime of violent rebel-
lion does not exist in the law 
of Scotland. 

“We will argue that the 
warrant has been issued 
for the purpose of prosecut-
ing Clara for her political 
opinions.”

�QHEALTH SERVICE

Brits want 
tax rises to 
save NHS
MOST Britons support tax 
increases to address the NHS 
funding crisis, according to 
research published yesterday.

More than three in � ve peo-
ple would back paying more to 
fund the health service, the 2017 
British Social Attitudes (BSA) 
survey found.

The research also uncovered 
a huge rise in pessimism about 
the future of the NHS, with 56 
per cent of respondents expect-
ing NHS standards to deterio-
rate over the next � ve years — 
up 21 per cent on 2014.

“Cries for more funding are 
unequivocal,” said NHS Confed-
eration chief executive Niall 
Dickson.

The survey’s publication coin-
cided with new � gures showing 
the worst overall waiting time 
performance by A&E depart-
ments since records began, with 
just 84.6 per cent of patients 
being seen within four hours. 

Shadow health secretary 
Jonathan Ashworth said: 
“Today’s statistics reveal a 
shocking new low for A&E 
departments under this Tory 
government, following years 
of sustained underfunding.”

LEGAL BATTLE: Clara Ponsati with her lawyer Aamer Anwar and her supporters in the background
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�QCOMMUNIST POLITICAL COMMITTEE

Left ‘must mobilise 
to stop Syria war’
by Our News Desk 

BRITAIN’S peace movement 
must step up to stop the 
government rushing into a 
“potentially disastrous” war 
in Syria, the Communist 
Party’s political committee 
heard on Wednesday night.

Morning Star editor Ben 
Chacko told the commit-
tee that, despite a lack of 
evidence to back up claims 
relating to the alleged 
chemical weapons attack 
on Douma, the media were 
showing “no restraint” — 
for example, attributing 
claims of the number of 
deaths and injuries to the 
World Health Organisation 
when the WHO itself said its 
�gures had been provided 
by rebel groups on the 
ground.

Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn was right to push 
for MPs to be given a say on 
military action, Mr Chacko 
said, but the outcome of 
such a vote was far from 
certain given the number of 
reckless warmongers on his 
party’s back benches.

“But this will provide 
a breathing space for the 
anti-war movement to rally 
against the nightmare pos-
sibility of direct military 
con�ict between US and 
Russian forces.”

Mr Chacko drew com-
parisons between the rush 
to judgement on Syria and 
the increasingly farcical 
claims surrounding the 
alleged poisoning of Sergei 
Skripal and his daughter in 
Salisbury.

“It is testament to the 
total indi�erence of the 
mainstream media to 
investigating the truth that 
exposing the motives and 
inconsistencies in govern-
ment claims has been left 
largely to social media and 
blogs like that of former 
ambassador to Uzbekistan 
Craig Murray, as well as 
some sharp articles in the 
Morning Star such as Kenny 
Coyle’s exposé of the media’s 
go-to chemical weapons 
expert Hamish de Bretton-
Gordon, who turns out to 
head up a �rm selling gas 
masks to the MoD,” he said.

news@peoples-press.com

�QWAR ON CLAIMANTS 

MPs open inquiry into Tory bene�t sanctions
MPs launched a new cross-
bench inquiry into Tory ben-
e�t sanctions yesterday fol-
lowing increasing pressure 
for urgent reform.

The work and pensions 
committee will look at 
whether government claims 
that its sanctions regime is 
getting people into work are 
true or whether, as disabil-
ity and charity groups have 
warned, people are simply 
being forced into penury.

Committee chairman and 
Labour MP Frank Field said: 

“I’ve seen deeply troubling 
cases in my constituency 
that suggest these objec-
tives are not always being 
achieved. We will be review-
ing the evidence to see if 
sanctions policy is working 
properly and, if not, we will 
recommend improvements.”

Bene�t sanctions dock pay-
ments for misdemeanours 
such as being a few minutes 
late for a jobcentre appoint-
ment or work placement. 
The committee’s last inquiry 
into bene�t sanctions in 2015 

found evidence of claimants 
forced into crisis for trivial 
breaches of conditions or 
due to administrative errors 
beyond their control.

Some claimants even had 
their bene�ts cut after being 
hospitalised with life-threat-
ening conditions or in pre-
mature labour. The  inquiry 
will also look at recent sanc-
tions policy developments, 
including the “yellow card” 
system that gives claimants 
14 days to challenge a deci-
sion to impose a sanction.

�QRETAIL CRISIS

OVER 2,000 JOBS 
TO GO AS LAST TOYS 
R US STORES CLOSE
BRITAIN’S retail industry 
su�ered another hammer 
blow yesterday when Toys R 
Us announced the closure of 
its remaining stores within a 
fortnight, with the loss of more 
than 2,000 jobs.

The toy chain, which col-
lapsed in February, will shut 
the 75 stores over the next 
two weeks after already clos-
ing more than 30.

Administrators Moor�elds 
said yesterday that the stores 
will close on April 24, when 
2,054 employees will be made 
redundant after  no buyer could 
be found for the company.

Floor covering specialists 
Carpetright also announced 
that 300 sta� would be thrown 
out of work when 81 of its 
stores close, 11 branches hav-
ing already stopped trading.

The troubled company is also 
seeking a £60 million bailout 

from investors.
Carpetright shares fell more 

than 23 per cent at one stage 
after details of the proposals 
and rights issue became public.

The job losses and closures 
add to a catalogue of problems 
hitting Britain’s retail industry.

As the Morning Star reported 
yesterday, online retailer Shop 
Direct is to shed 2,000 jobs at 
three centres in the north-west.

Shop workers’ union Usdaw 
said sta� were “shocked and 
devastated.”

The job losses are on top of 
more than 10,000 in the retail 
sector in recent months, involv-
ing high street names such as 
Debenhams, Marks and Spencer, 
Mothercare, Asda, Sainsbury’s, 
Homebase and Morrisons.

Cleaning products and home-
ware supplier Kleeneze has also 
gone into liquidation, putting 
140 jobs at risk in Accrington and 
Heywood in Greater Manchester.

Usdaw general secretary 
John Hannett said: “We are very 
concerned about the impact of 
Brexit increasing prices at the 
same time as incomes being 
squeezed, customers changing 
their shopping habits and new 
technology being introduced.

“National government must 
ensure a level playing �eld on 
retailers paying their taxes in 
the UK and them not undercut-
ting each other on terms and 
conditions of employment.

“Retailers must invest in 
their sta�. Customer service is 
crucial and that is best deliv-
ered by well-rewarded, fully 
trained shopworkers who are 
respected and valued.”

peterlazenby@peoples-press.com

REDUNDANCIES: 300 more Carpetright workers also head for jobcentre

by Peter Lazenby
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�Q  HOUSING

Residents call on council to 
� x ‘dangerous problems’
by Sam Tobin

RESIDENTS of a “dangerous” 
and “depressing” block of � ats 
are taking on their local coun-
cil and two property manage-
ment companies in a � ght for 
urgent repairs.

Tenants at Eros House in 
Lewisham, south-east London, 
are demanding an end to dan-
gerous conditions.

Their homes su� er from water 
leaking into fuse boxes and elec-
trical installations, along with 
damp and mould, and parents 
say these hazards are harming 
their children’s health.

Faulty heating systems are 
so ine�  cient that some people 
face heating bills of £40 a week 
and many residents were una-
ble to keep their homes warm 
during recent freezing weather.

Residents and members of 
the new London Renters Union 
(LRU) took action after repeated 
requests for repairs were ignored 
by Lewisham Council and by 
Acorn and District Homes, two 
property management compa-
nies involved with Eros House.

They delivered a letter to both 
Lewisham Council and Acorn on 
Wednesday promising to “go fur-
ther and pursue other avenues” 
if their demands were not met.

The letter outlined the “seri-
ous problems” residents were 
facing, describing the build-
ing in its current condition as 
“unsafe and un� t for human 
habitation.”

It read: “The standards and 

quality of life living at Eros 
House has not only caused medi-
cal health risks for many resi-
dents, including children, but 
is also having a psychological 
impact, as the poor standards 
the residents have to come home 
to are quite frankly depressing 
and anxiety-inducing.

“Please let the recent disaster 
of the Grenfell Tower remain 
in your thoughts, including 

the fundamental lesson: that it 
could all have been prevented.”

Residents also raised con-
cerns over threats to evict some 
tenants.

At least � ve Eros House resi-
dents who rent their � at pri-
vately through Acorn have been 
served with eviction notices.

The LRU understands that 
they are being evicted so that 
District Homes can rent the 
� ats out as temporary accom-
modation to other councils.

The union is calling for Acorn 
to rethink the evictions and 
for Lewisham Council to take 
responsibility for conditions in 
the block, given that most of its 
residents are council tenants.

It also points out that the 
� ats have been converted from 
two-bedroom properties into 
three-bedroom ones so that 
they can be used for temporary 
accommodation.

Lewisham Council did not 
respond to a request for com-
ment. And Acorn, however, said 
it could not comment as it was 
no longer  instructed to man-
age the building.

samtobin@peoples-press.com

�QABUSE 

Labour suspends Rochdale councillor 
by Lamiat Sabin

ROCHDALE councillor Richard 
Farnell was immediately sus-
pended by Labour yesterday 
after the Independent Inquiry 
into Child Sexual Abuse (IICSA) 
concluded that he lied while 
giving evidence.

He told the inquiry panel last 
October that he was unaware 
that boys at a local author-
ity-run residential school in 
Rochdale were being sexually 

abused while he was council 
leader from 1986 to 1992.

On Thursday, IICSA said the 
authorities showed a “total lack 
of urgency” to address exploita-
tion of Knowl View School pupils 
because victims were regarded 
as “authors of their own abuse.”

The panel said: “It de� es 
belief that Mr Farnell was 
unaware of the events involv-
ing Knowl View School.”

A paedophile was allowed into 
the school, which has now closed, 
in 1990 and sexually abused at 

least one boy. The former council 
leader insisted during the inquiry 
that this information was not 
passed on to him.

Mr Farnell said he was also 
unaware of an NHS worker’s 
1991 report that men were tar-
geting boys as young as eight.

IICSA concluded that it was 
“shameful that [Mr Farnell] 
refused to accept any personal 
responsibility.”

It also criticised former Lib-
eral Democrat MP Paul Rowen, 
who was council leader from 

1992 to 1996, for being “pre-
pared to blame others without 
acknowledging his failures of 
leadership.”

Pupils were also abused for at 
least 20 years in the town cen-
tre, bus station and public toilets 
opposite the council’s o�  ces.

IICSA concluded that the 
police, social services and educa-
tion departments were aware of 
the abuse from 1989 onwards and 
said their response was “careless 
and wholly inadequate.”

lamiatsabin@peoples-press.com

�QINDUSTRIAL

College lecturers � ght job 
cuts with strike action 
LECTURERS at two West York-
shire colleges are set to begin 
balloting today for strike action 
over job cuts.

Bosses at Bradford College 
want to shed 75 jobs and 52 
more are under threat at 
Hudders� eld-based Kirklees 
College.

The ballot of University and 
College Union (UCU) members 
ends on May 3.

The union said the plans 
would particularly hurt stu-
dents and urged the colleges 
to work with UCU to develop 
alternatives to cutting jobs.

UCU regional o�  cial Julie 
Kelley said: “Job cuts would ulti-
mately hit students the hardest.

“They would mean fewer 
learning opportunities for the 
people of Bradford and Kirklees, 
and a huge loss of valuable 
expertise at both institutions.

“Members feel they have 
been left with no option but 
to ballot for strike action in 
order to defend jobs and work-
ing conditions.

“We want both colleges to 
halt their damaging plans and 
work with us to develop alter-
native approaches.”

�QTRANSPORT

CHRIS GRAYLING faced 
further accusations yes-
terday for failing the trav-
elling public by refusing 
sort out the mess that is 
the East Coast Main Line 
rail service (ECML).

Two months after the 
service’s third private 
operator dumped the 
franchise, the Transport 
Secretary has still not 
come up with a plan to 
save ECML.

Rail union RMT, pas-
senger groups and the 
public have repeatedly 
called for the service to 
be taken back into public 
ownership.

But instead he has 
abolished the public body 
which successfully ran the 

service after an earlier 
privateer’s bankruptcy.

Government-owned 
Directly Operated Rail-
ways (DOR) ran ECML from 
2010 to 2015, turning over 
£1 billion in surpluses for 
the Treasury amid soaring 
customer satisfaction.

Despite its success, the 
government privatised 
ECML again and the third 
privateer, Virgin-Stage-
coach, hit the bu� ers.

RMT general secretary 
Mick Cash highlighted 
fears that ECML would 
be handed to yet another 
“chaotic privateer.”

He said it was “impera-
tive” that the service was 
taken back into public 
ownership.

RMT condemns Grayling’s 
silence over failing rail service
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PRISON OFFICERS TO 
SUE OVER ‘AGEIST’ 
PENSION SCHEME
PRISON o�  cers are suing 
the government over alleged 
ageism in a new “unworkable” 
pensions scheme.

The Prison O�  cers Asso-
ciation (POA) said yesterday 
the inferior pension scheme, 
introduced in 2015, a� ects 
sta�  di� erently depending on 
their age.

Younger prison o�  cers had 
to transfer to the new, inferior 
scheme while o�  cers aged 53 
or more did not.

Younger o�  cers will also 
have to work until the state pen-
sion age of 67 before retiring. 
Older prison o�  cers retire at 60.

The union plans to � ght its 
case through an employment 
tribunal, where action will be 
taken on behalf of more than 
3,500 POA members.

It follows the successful 
challenge by 6,000 � re� ght-
ers against the discriminatory 
public-sector scheme in January 
at the Employment Appeal Tri-

bunal, which the POA said was 
“heartening.”

Similarly to � re� ghters, the 
POA said the demanding and 
dangerous nature of prison 
o�  cers’ jobs makes it highly 
unlikely that many would be 
able to continue working to the 
age of 67.

The union said it was not real-
istic to expect anyone to perform 
the “di�  cult, strenuous and 
potentially dangerous” duties 
of a prison o�  cer at that age.

Members would end up being 
forced to retire early for health 
reasons and see a substantial 
reduction in their pension, the 
union warned.

The POA said the new 
scheme was “simply unwork-
able.”

In the previous scheme the 
normal pension age was 60, 

which the union argues is the 
oldest realistic age at which to 
expect a member to continue 
working in the prison service 
or the secure hospital environ-
ment.

POA general secretary Steve 
Gillan said: “From day one of 
the changes the POA national 
executive committee were 
clear that we were opposed to 
the changes by government 
and our membership rejected 
through ballot the changes.

“The POA remains willing 
to negotiate a solution which 
will enable prison o�  cers and 
other POA members to retire 
with an unreduced pension at 
the age of 60.

“Ministers know our position 
and we would rather reach a 
solution, but it would appear 
there is a reluctance from gov-
ernment to engage meaning-
fully, therefore we have com-
menced legal proceedings.”

peterlazenby@peoples-press.com

LEGAL BATTLE: Younger workers accuse government of discrimination 

by Peter Lazenby

�QPOLICE RAID

CLIFF RICHARD’S legal 
battle against the BBC for 
broadcasting a police raid 
on his home reached the 
High Court yesterday.

The 77-year-old singer’s 
apartment in Sunningdale, 
Berkshire was raided in 
August 2014 following an 
allegation of sexual assault.

Mr Richard, who was not 
charged with any o� ence, 
claims he su� ered “profound 
and long-lasting damage” as 
a result of the coverage.

The case could have last-
ing implications on how 
the media can report police 
investigations in their early 
stages. Justin Rushbrooke 
QC, for Mr Richard, said: 
“In a nutshell, it is Sir Cli� ’s 
case that the BBC’s cover-
age of the search was an 
invasion — indeed a very 
serious invasion — of his 
privacy for which there was 
no lawful justi� cation.”

He added that Mr Rich-
ard had “no option” but to 
take legal action because 
the BBC refused to accept 
that its journalists had 
acted “unlawfully.”

Richard 
begins BBC 
court battle

�QFRONT PAGE

DON’T TAKE US INTO 
ANOTHER ILLEGAL WAR
FROM PAGE 1: Lib Dem leader 
Vince Cable and SNP West-
minster leader Ian Blackford 
told the BBC that Parliament 
should be recalled immediately 
for a vote.

Mr Blackford also said: 
“I would simply say to the 
Prime Minister, be very care-
ful, because you do not have a 
majority in Parliament.

“You are a minority govern-
ment and you need to seek the 
consent of Parliament before 
you commit the United King-
dom to any action.”

Shadow justice secretary 
Richard Burgon said further 
military action in Syria could 
see the “US, Britain, France, 
Russia, Turkey, Syria, Israel, 
Hezbollah, Iran and possibly 
Saudi Arabia” become involved.

He added: “The threat of 
escalation is very real. I oppose 
this push for war. The PM must 
call a vote in Parliament.”

Father of the House and Tory 
former chancellor Ken Clarke 
also joined the clamour for a 
parliamentary vote.

He told BBC Radio 4 World at 
One: “To say that Parliament 
is just sidelined before you 
take such a serious decision 
is a very retrograde step.

“It makes parliamentary 
accountability fairly pathetic.”

Syrian opposition activists 
allege that poison gas was 
used on Douma, an allega-
tion strongly denied by the 
Assad government.

The Organisation for 
the Prohibition of Chemi-
cal Weapons has said it 
intends to send investi-
gators to the town near 
the capital Damascus 

to seek evidence of a 
chemical attack.

lamiatsabin@
peoples-press.com

�QRODNEY BICKERSTAFFE MEMORIAL

‘Hero of the movement’ 
Bickersta� e remembered 
by Peter Lazeneby

HUNDREDS of people packed 
out a memorial event yester-
day honouring the life one of 
Britain’s most respected trade 
union leaders, Rodney Bicker-
sta� e.

Mr Bickersta� e, who was 
general secretary of the 
National Union of Public 
Employees and its successor 
Unison before becoming presi-
dent of the National Pensioners 
Convention, died aged 72 last 
October.

At the event in London’s 
Westminster Hall, leading � g-
ures from the labour and trade 
union movement paid tribute 
to him.

Unison general secretary 
Dave Prentis said his pred-
ecesssor was widely admired 
and respected, adding: “If you 
knew him, you loved him.

“He always had time to listen 
to the people he represented. 
He gave a voice to the voiceless 
and power to the powerless.”

Actor Maxine Peake said Mr 
Bickersta� e’s skills as an orator 
were unrivalled.

Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn 
said that, if Mr Bickersta� e had 
been alive today, he would be 
campaigning to bring peace to 
Syria.

“He supported workers’ 
struggle — the miners in 
1984-85. He knew what would 
happen if the coal� elds were 
destroyed, communities would 
be devastated. He was not 
wrong,” he said.

Unite general secretary Len 
McCluksey said: “Rodney was 
a great trade unionist and an 

inspiration to many and he will 
live long in our memories.”

Momentum founder Jon 
Lansman said: “Today we 
remembered Rodney Bicker-
sta� e, outstanding champion 
of trade unionism, of the low-
paid, of public services deliv-
ered for people not pro� t, of 
pensioners, of international 
peace and justice, of socialism.”

There were musical tributes 
from the Dodworth Colliery 
Band and the Unison choir.

peterlazenby@peoples-press.com

NANCY GLEN SINKING: A Fishery protection vessel 
passes the Nancy Glen � shing trawler as it sits on a barge 
on Loch Fyne in Tarbert, Scotland ater its recovery. The 
capsized � shing boat sank on January 18 and resulted in 
the loss of � shermen Duncan MacDougall and Przemek 
Krawczyk

ACHIEVEMENTS: Bickersta� e is congratulated on his speech about the 
minimum wage by miners’ leader Arthur Scargill in 1996 

ESCALATION 
FEARS: 
Richard 
Burgon
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by Our Foreign Desk 

BRAZILIAN politicians from 
the opposition Workers Party 
have adopted the name Lula 
in an act of solidarity with the 
country’s jailed former presi-
dent.

The members of congress 
made the o�  cial name changes 
as the popular leader began a 
12-year sentence for corruption 
charges on Saturday.

Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, 
known as Lula, was expected 
to sweep to victory in October’s 
presidential elections and was 
leading comfortably in polls 
before he was jailed.

He says the charges are 
politically motivated follow-

�QAFRIN

Humanitarian 
groups call for 
urgent Afrin aid
by Our Foreign Desk

KURDISH humanitarian organ-
isations issued an urgent call 
for “international support” yes-
terday amid a growing refugee 
crisis in northern Syria.

Camps have been estab-
lished in the Shehba region 
for the hundreds of thousands 
of civilians who have been 
forced to � ee Afrin since Tur-
key launched Operation Olive 
Branch on January.

But camp o�  cials say that 
they are struggling to meet 
the needs of the refugees and 
are not receiving any help or 
support from the international 
community.

Kampa Berxwedanê was 
built by the Afrin and Shehba 
administrations using their 
own limited resources and 
they are building a second 
camp named Kampa Serdemê 
to cope with the rising demand.

Kampa Serdemê spokesper-
son Hesen Heman said: “We 

will be putting up 2,000 tents 
in this camp. Our goal is to set-
tle 15,000 people here. 

“We are trying to ful� l all 
their needs with our own 
means, we haven’t received any 
help from the outside to date.”

They called for humanitar-
ian organisations to visit the 
camps, adding: “Outside aid 
must come urgently.” 

The invasion of Afrin by 
Nato’s second-largest army 
has been branded illegal and 
Turkey has been accused of car-
rying out chemical attacks and 
ethnic cleansing of Kurds.

President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan’s forces have allied 
with jihadist mercenaries in 
the Free Syrian Army along 
with former Isis and al-Qaida 
� ghters recruited.

Turkey stands accused of 
war crimes after the release of 
shocking images of the muti-
lation of dead women’s bodies 
and accusations of beheadings 
and the targeting of civilians.

international@peoples-press.com

Left events for the upcoming 
week: Red List on Saturdays

�QPALESTINE

ISRAELI forces conducted 
a series of raids across 
the West Bank yesterday, 
detaining 14 Palestinians.

Protests erupted after 
three people were taken 
into custody following 
raids in Qabatiya, south of 
Jenin ,according to the Pal-
estinian Prisoner’s Society 
(PPS).

Red Crescent director 
Mustafa Kamil said the 
humanitarian organisation 
had to treat residents for 
the e� ects of excessive tear 
gas � red by Israeli soldiers 
during the raid.

Three more Palestin-
ians were detained after a 
raid in Faqqua village and 
Israeli forces were accused 
of ransacking dozens of 
homes in Azzun town, east 
of Qalqiliya.

Clashes also occurred at  
refugee camp al-Faraa after 
the arrest of two Palestin-
ians in Tubas district.

Tensions have escalated 
since March 30 when 
Israeli troops opened � re 
on unarmed Palestinians 
commemorating the 42nd 
anniversary of Land Day.

At least 31 Palestinians 
have been killed during 
the peaceful protests, with 
more than 1,000 injured. 

The Great Return March 
is expected to continue 
today as Palestinians 
protest against land stolen 
by Israel and highlight the 
ongoing plight of living 
under military occupation.

Israeli forces 
spark more 
riots as 14 
held in raids

�QNIGER

Aid worker 
kidnapped by 
border gang
A  GERMAN aid worker 
has been abducted by an 
unknown gang in Niger.

It remains unclear who is 
responsible for the kidnap-
ping which occurred as the 
man was travelling near the 
country’s border with Mali 
late on Wednesday.

His four Nigerian com-
panions were released after 
their convoy was surrounded 
by armed men on motor-
bikes. They attacked the men 
before burning the vehicle 
and taking the German aid 
worker captive.

The man had been work-
ing with the German aid 
agency Help which assists 
refugees who have � ed from 
Mali and Nigeria. According 
to the UN, 1.7 million people 
are starving in the area.

�QSYRIA 

US-RUSSIA WAR OF WORDS 
CONTINUES TO ESCALATE
by Our Foreign Desk

GLOBAL tensions continued to 
escalate yesterday as US Presi-
dent Donald Trump warned 
that a strike against Syria 
would happen “very soon or 
not so soon at all.” 

The drumbeat for war gath-
ered pace with France, Britain 
and other allies backing � rm 
action against Syria, including 
military intervention.

Mr Trump appeared to back-
track on earlier remarks when 
he told Russia to “get ready” 
for war tweeting: ““Never said 
when an attack on Syria would 
take place.”

But he indicated that the US 
was ready to “respond” to Sat-
urday’s alleged chemical attack 
in Douma.

US Defence Secretary Jim 
Mattis said that they were “still 
assessing the intelligence” and 
that military retaliation was an 
option if the president deems it 
an appropriate response.

Despite Mr Trump’s certainty 
that Mr Assad is responsible 
for the chemical attacks, the 

only source of information has 
been from groups operating in 
jihadist-controlled areas.

Mr Mattis admitted earlier 
this year that the US had no 
evidence that the Syrian gov-
ernment had used the chemical 
sarin against its own people. 

However the US launched 
dozens of Tomahawk cruise mis-
siles at a Syrian air base in April 
2017 in retaliation for “illegal 

use of chemical weapons.”
“We have other reports from 

the battle� eld from people who 
claim it’s been used. We do not 
have evidence of it,” Mr Mattis 
told a Pentagon press confer-
ence in February.

French President Emmanuel 
Macron yesterday claimed to 
have proof that chemical weap-
ons, “at least chlorine,” were 
used by the Syrian government 

last week – but did not give the 
source of his information.

Russia has warned Mr Trump 
that it would consider any 
attack launched against Syria 
to be a war crime which could 
trigger a direct US-Russian mili-
tary clash.

A Lebanese news agency 
also reported the detention of 
an unknown number of British 
troops who were alleged to be 
operating near Damascus in 
preparation for a ground war 
against Syria.

The al-Mayadeen news chan-
nel claimed that the soldiers 
were held after � ghting in east-
ern Ghouta.

Iran’s semi-o�  cial news 
agency Fars reported a plot by 
“terrorists and Nato forces” 
to attack Damascus following 
air attacks planned by the US, 
Israel and Jordan.

It said the victory of the 
Syrian army over the jihadist 
groups in Eastern Ghouta put 
an end to the plans.

Sources at Britain’s Minis-
try of Defence dismissed the 
claims as untrue.

international@peoples-press.com

DOUMA ATTACK: President obsfucates on air strikes, as Russia warns direct clashes could happen

UNCLEAR LINE: 
Donald Trump 
speaking yesterday
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�QBRAZIL 

Congress politicians have a 
Spartacus moment for Lula
ing a right-wing coup against 
then president Dilma Rouse�  
in 2016 and aimed at prevent-
ing him from standing in the 
elections.

The adoption of the name 
Lula was initiated by Workers 
Party leader Gleisi Ho� man 
who will now be known by the 
name Gleisi Lula Ho� man in 
o�  cial Congress papers.

She was followed by Paulo 
Pimenta, the party leader in 
Brazil’s lower house who is 
now called Paulo Lula Pimenta.

The former trade union 
leader has been called Brazil’s 
most popular politician, serv-
ing as president of the country 
from 2003 to 2011. He initiated 
a series of social reforms and 
has been credited with trans-
forming Brazil’s economy.

Michel Temer’s coup-admin-
istration has itself been dogged 
by corruption allegations. It 
has implemented a neoliberal 
austerity programme, roll-
ing back many of the social 
reforms that had lifted thou-

sands out of poverty.
Last week, Ms Ho� man 

pledged that the party and its 
supporters would camp out in 
front of Curbita prison until Mr 
Lula is released.

“Lula is Brazil’s � rst political 
prisoner since the 1988 consti-
tution was passed,” she said.

If Mr Lula is excluded from 
the election as anticipated, the 
Workers Party is expected to 
nominate co-founder Jaques 
Wagner.

international@peoples-press.com

�Q  CENTRAL AFRICAN  REPUBLIC

UN denies murder of 
civilians as bodies 
are piled up outside 
by Our Foreign Desk

THE United Nations has dis-
missed accusations that its sol-
diers killed unarmed civilians 
in the Central African Republic 
(CAR) as “propaganda” after 
protesters placed dead bodies 
outside its headquarters.

In a demonstration on 
Wednesday calling for an end 
to escalating violence, a group 
dumped 17 corpses outside the 
UN building in the capital Ban-
gui, saying they were civilians 
killed by the world body’s forces.

However, the UN said the 
remains were of armed criminals 
who had attacked its peacekeep-
ers and government soldiers.

UN spokesman Vladimir 
Monteiro said: “They shot at our 
peacekeepers and we returned 
� re. The bodies resulted from 
the clashes.

“We condemn the fact that 
some people are using dead bod-
ies for a kind of propaganda.”

The mineral-rich CAR, which 
won independence from France 
in 1960, is one of Africa’s most 
politically unstable countries. 

It has seen a series of civil 
wars and the majority-Chris-
tian country was plunged into 
further turmoil in 2013 when 
Islamist terror group Seleka 
seized control in a coup. This 
triggered yet another bloody 
con� ict as Christian militia 
known as the anti-balaka rose 
up to � ght the Seleka.

Villages were rased to the 
ground in violent clashes that 
saw beheadings and public 
executions and triggered alle-
gations of genocide. Children 
as young as eight were press-
ganged into joining the Mus-
lim and Christian forces as the 
� ghting escalated.

Forces of the UN mission in 
the CAR, known as Minusca, 
began a operation to disarm 
militants in the PK5 district of 
Bangui on Sunday. They claim 
to have targeted criminal gangs 

and insurgents before coming 
under � re.

A UN statement released on 
Tuesday said: “For four hours, 
the Minusca force had to push 
back heavily armed elements of 
criminal gangs who deliberately 
opened � re on the international 
forces, who � red back.”

However, one of the demon-
strators alleged that UN forces 
opened � re on civilians during 
Tuesday’s operation.

“We ourselves no longer 
understand anything. Does 
their mission consist of shoot-
ing at civilians?” he told the 
Reuters news agency.

PK5 Mayor Atahirou Balla 
Dodo said 21 people had been 
killed in the UN operation, 
after which protesters took 17 
of the bodies from the morgue, 
leaving those of two women 
and two children.

Mr Monteiro said the UN 
forces would continue their 
operation despite the protests.

international@peoples-press.com

�QBELGRADE 

Belgrade bosses rush to resize tiny Gagarin
A BELGRADE statue celebrat-
ing Yuri Gagarin has been 
removed after less than a 
week following a barrage 
of criticisms and complaints.

The tribute to the � rst per-
son in space was placed on 
top of a plinth in the Serbian 
capital last week, but many 
critics lost their head over 
the “undersized” bust.

It was removed quickly 
and will be replaced by a 
new bust commissioned by 
Belgrade city manager Goran 
Vesic who said neither he nor 
state authorities had any idea 
of the design. 

Mr Gagarin was considered a 
hero by many people across the 
world and particularly in the 
Soviet Union after he became 

the � rst person in space, orbit-
ing the Earth on April 12 1962.

He was killed in 1968 aged 
just 34 when a routine train-
ing � ight from Chkalovsky 
Air Base crashed.

Mr Vesic said: “Gagarin 
will have a memorial in Bel-
grade worthy of the contri-
bution that he has made to 
humanity.”
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THERESA MAY has no mandate to order Britain’s air 
force to take part in any bombing spree against Syr ia, 
which would not only be illegal but fraught with da nger.

Securing a Cabinet majority for tailing behind what -
ever decision is taken across the Atlantic will con fer 
neither legality nor justif ication for further deat h and 
destruction in Syria.

Those who advocate bombing Syria don’t even justify 
their stance militarily, talking airily about “puni shing” 
or “sending a message to” Bashar al-Assad, Vladimir 
Putin or both of them.

This is typical of the woolly thinking that passes for 
rigorous debate among the political elite in Parliament 
and mass media.

It is confused, dishonest and potentially dangerous  for 
all bar those who prattle on about the need for mil itary 
action, especially in central Asia, the Middle East and north 
Africa, from the safety of their cosy Westminster be nches.

Surely it beggars belief that disgraced former prim e 
minister and serial war criminal Tony Blair is agai n 
parading through media news rooms to share his opini on 
that he supports military action in Syria.

“If the US are taking action, we should be prepared 
to be alongside them,” he told the BBC Radio 4 Today 
programme as though we’ve all drawn a line under th e 
lies he told to cajole pliable Labour MPs to back t he 
disastrous 2003 invasion of Iraq.

While Labour’s membership has moved on from the 
Blair years — and has swollen manyfold in response to 
the election of a consistent peace campaigner as leader 
— its parliamentary ranks remain blighted by too ma ny 
armchair generals.

Labour Party organisations and constituents should act 
quickly to contact all MPs — not only the usual vio lence 
fetishists — to demand that they oppose the drive t o 
war and insist that May does not go behind the back  of 
Parliament to approve military action.

Jeremy Corbyn has been a consistent voice for sanity 
in this crisis, following the same principled appro ach 
he has adopted in similar circumstances when warmon -
gers, backed by the mass media, have tried to intim idate 
peace forces into silence.

If Russian or US planes are shot down or troops on the 
ground are attacked, escalation can be all but guaranteed.

Moscow has indicated that it will not withdraw its 
forces from defensive positions around airfields an d 
other key installations to give the US air force a free 
run to hit the Syrian army or its Iranian, Lebanese  and 
other allies.

Russia has drawn a line between international law 
and imperialist piracy and is unlikely to retreat f rom 
this position.

The Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons (OPCW) has already declared its intention to 
send investigation teams to Douma to seek evidence of 
the chemical attack that jihadist-linked groups ins ist 
took place and which is denied by both Damascus and 
Moscow.

The May government approached OPCW for confirma-
tion of the agent used to poison Sergei and Yulia Skripal. 
Why not wait to see what it reports on Douma?

Britain has already been bulldozed by Blair and com-
pany into one mass bloodletting on the basis of fal se 
evidence that Iraq had weapons of mass destruction. 
We don’t need another just 15 years later.

Corbyn is not alone in demanding that Parliament 
should have the final say on military action.

The Liberal Democrats and Scottish nationalists also 
want a vote but have not spoken out against the Tor ies’ 
war fever, raising fears that they will back air ra ids 
amid inconsequential nitpicking.

They and the government must be told unmistakably 
that people in Britain don’t want another war.

We must not be 
bulldozed into another 
war by Blair and co

Star comment Nice work if you 
can get it
SOLOMON HUGHES reveals how the Tory 
MP for Shrewsbury is moonlighting for the 
Electrum Group – a mining �rm owned by a 
man who is suing an entire country

S
HREWSBURY Tory 
MP Daniel Kawc-
zynski is now 
moon l ight i ng 
with a contro-
versial New York-

based mining investment �rm.�
Kawczynski will get £72,000 

a year to work for The Electrum 
Group — almost as much as the 
£76,000 a year he gets to repre-
sent the people of Shrewsbury.

Kawczynski says in the reg-
ister of MPs’ interests that in 
February he became a “consult-
ant providing general advice” 
to Electrum Group, based on 
Madison Avenue, New York.�

He says Electrum will pay 
him £6,000 for 30 hours work 
each month, or about £200 an 
hour.�

Electrum is a mining invest-
ment group owned by billion-
aire investor Thomas Kaplan.�

Kawczynski moonlighted 
from his MP’s job as an adviser 

to another Kaplan mining 
�rm, Tigris, on a more mod-
est £36,000 salary back in 2012.�

New Yorker Kaplan, a keen 
investor in precious metals, has 
faced a number of controver-
sies, and is also quite keen on 
hiring British politicians.

Back in 2009 Kaplan hired 
Tony Blair’s former aide Jonathan 
Powell to try to get a Romanian 
gold mine he had invested in 
working again. Environmental 
protests halted his proposed gold 
mine in Rosia Montana in Tran-
sylvania, Romania.�

Protesters were angry at the 
proposed use of cyanide in the 
mine. Gold can be extracted 
from low-grade ore by “cya-
nidation” where ground ore 
is mixed with water, cyanide 
and other chemicals to wash 
out the ore.�

This creates big pits of pol-
luted material and the danger 
of cyanide leaks. In 2000 there 

was a cyanide leak at another 
Romanian mine which led 
to the poisoning of rivers in 
Romania and Hungary, includ-
ing the Danube.�

Romania’s parliament 
backed the mine’s opponents 
and the Kaplan-backed mining 
company is currently trying to 
sue Romania for around £4 bil-
lion in compensation.�

So Kawczynski’s boss is cur-
rently involved in suing a whole 
country.�

Kaplan has politically sen-
sitive interests worldwide, so 
having an MP on board looks 
useful. Kawczynski previously 
appeared at a conference in 
north Africa for one of Kap-
lan’s �rms.

Kaplan also seems to be 
showing some interest in Rus-
sia: he is currently exhibiting 
his extensive collection of Rem-
brandts in Moscow, which he 
said was an artistic attempt to 

“build bridges” to Russia.�
Kawczynski has also been 

keen on “bridge-building” 
with Russia. In December 2016 
he said in the register of MPs’ 
interests that he had a £760 din-
ner — that’s quite an expensive 
meal — courtesy of Eastern Sea-
sons Agency, a subsidiary of the 
�rm that runs Russia’s National 
Tourist O�ce.�

The meal turned out to be a 
luxury a�air with grand food 
and “performances by the 
international ballet star Sergei 
Polunin, and British pop diva 
Sophie Ellis-Bextor.”�

It was the culmination of 
“Eastern Seasons Week,” a 
festival that “celebrates rela-
tionships between people and 
strives to reinforce the links 
between countries of eastern 
and western Europe” — where 
east principally means Russia.

Kaplan also attracted contro-
versy in 2016 with the revela-

The shady arms �rm with links to Z

J
ACOB ZUMA, having 
been forced to stand 
down as South Africa’s 
president, now faces the 
resumption of a prosecu-
tion for taking bribes in 

a £2.5 billion arms deal in 1999. �
Zuma was deputy president 

when South Africa entered 
into this massive arms deal to 
modernise South Africa’s armed 
forces.�

The huge 1999 deal involved 
new �ghter planes, warships 
and other weapons. The charges, 
which he denies, are that Zuma 
and his associates took big bribes 
to favour particular arms �rms.�

Zuma’s associate Schabir 
Shaik was sentenced to a 15-year 
jail term in 2005 for taking a 
bribe from French arms �rm 
Thales.

The end of apartheid was a 
tremendous step forward, made 
thanks to very tough struggle by 
the South African people and 
their supporters.�

But an element of corrup-
tion of the new governments of 
South Africa has been one very 
large �y in the ointment. Zuma 

deserves to face the full force of 
the law, but one of the oddities of 
corruption investigations is the 
companies that pay the bribes 
usually face lesser punishment.�

Thales is a huge arms �rm. In 
Britain its many defence deals 
include building Britain’s main 
“drone” and arming our war-
ships.�

Thales is 24 per cent owned by 
the French government, and it is 
also very keen on hiring former 
British o�cials and politicians. �

Ann Taylor, a former Labour 
defence minister, sits on the 
main Thales board. Former Tory 
defence minister Lord Freeman 
and Thatcher’s former adviser 
Lord Charles Powell are both 
paid to be members of the advi-
sory board of Thales UK.�

They all joined Thales after 
the 1999 South African bribe 
scandal, so there is no sugges-
tion of any involvement by any 
of them.�

But their work for Thales does 
shows that arms �rms with a 
history of corruption are very 
closely integrated into our politi-
cal system.
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tion that Jho Low, the central 
�gure in Malaysia’s 1MDB scan-
dal, had invested $150 million 
in his Electrum fund. �

Jho Low, an associate of the 
Malaysian prime minister, 
stands accused by US investi-
gators of helping spirit away 
billions of dollars from 1MDB, 
a Malaysian government invest-
ment fund.�

Jho Low reportedly sat on the 
Electrum board, and also sat 
on the board of the Panthera 
Global Alliance, a big cat char-
ity founded by Kaplan, who is 
obsessed by lions and tigers.�

Low no longer sits on these 
boards, and his investment 

in Electrum was not listed by 
US investigators searching for 
missing 1MDB money.�

Kawczynski’s job for Kaplan 
shows, once again, that British 
MPs are “moonlighting” for a 
host of exotic and controversial 
international investors.�

Kawczynski told his local 
paper, the Shropshire Star, 
that his job for a New York 
gold mining investor would 
not cause any problems because 
“this work will be carried out 
in the evenings, at weekends 
and when Parliament is not sit-
ting and it will in no way com-
promise my parliamentary or 
constituency commitments.”

A 
POPULAR pro-
test movement 
has emerged in 
Pakistan and 
Afghanistan in 
recent weeks.�

Manzoor Pashteen, a char-
ismatic 25-year-old leader of 
“Pashtun Tahafuz Movement” 
— the Pashtun Protection 
Movement (PTM) — is a vet-
erinary surgeon, whose hand-
some image adorns posters and 
more recently has appeared at 
mass protest rallies wearing 
a red Mazari cap, traditional 
headwear of Mazar-i-Sharif in 
northern Afghanistan.�

The red Mazari cap is an 
emblem of the new Pashtun 
protest movement.�

For Pashteen’s followers he 
is their very own Che Guevara. 
Che remains a massively popu-
lar, iconic �gure in Pakistan and 
Pashteen is depicted on posters 
sporting a Che-style red beret 
with slogans of revolution and 
freedom in the Pashtu language.

Afghan parliamentarians 
donned Mazari caps last month 
in a demonstration of solidarity 
with the PTM during sit-ins and 
rallies in several Afghan cities.

Pashteen’s followers are 
mainly secular young people in 
both Pakistan and Afghanistan 
rebelling against the state of 
permanent terror and violence 
a�icting Pakistan’s society and 
especially the tribal areas.

The PTM originated in Kara-
chi in response to the police 
killing of 28-year-old Naqeeb 
ullah Mehsud on January 13. 
Mehsud’s killing sparked a 
huge civil rights movement of 
Pashtuns across Pakistan.

The protests started in Kara-
chi, but the movement gained 
national prominence when 
Pashteen led a “long march” to 
demand justice for Mehsud and 
punishment for his police killers.�

The march from Dera Ismail 
Khan in Waziristan, Pakistan’s 
Federally Administered Tribal 
Area, reached the capital Islam-
abad on February 1 where over 
15,000 people joined a 10-day 
sit-in.

PTM public meetings across 
Baluchistan last month were 
attended by tens of thousands, 
attacking the brutal role of the 
army and Pakistani state.

In the Baluchistan regional 
capital,Quetta, a public meeting 
attracted over 50,000 Pashtuns, 
Balochs and Hazara people.

The PTM rally in Peshawar, 
Pakistan’s sixth-largest city, on 
April 8 drew 80,000 people, an 
unprecedented number at any 
political rally in Peshawar in 
the last three decades. PTM 
claims over 20,000 more were 
unable to get into the event.

The Peshawar rally was 
chaired by a woman and sev-
eral women addressed the rally 
from the main stage, which is 
rare in Pakistan’s traditional 
Pashtun areas.�

Hundreds of women partici-
pated in the rally, many bear-
ing pictures of missing relatives 
and volunteering to join PTM.

The Peshawar protest on 
April 8 was an important mark 
of PTM emergence into Paki-
stani political life.�

Peshawar has been the main 
base for the CIA, Pakistan’s 
Inter-Services Intelligence-

trained mojahedin and the 
Taliban since the 1980s. It is 
also home to large numbers 
of Afghan refugees.

Those participating at the 
rally included Pashtun nation-
alists, some Marxist parties, 
students, trade unions, profes-
sional associations of doctors 
and engineers and many mem-
bers of Pakistan’s other ethnic 
groups from Punjab, Sindh and 
Baluchistan provinces.

Speakers at the rally called 
for an end to extrajudicial kill-
ings and for those responsible 
to be brought to justice.

Thousands of missing per-
sons have been arrested and 
“disappeared” by Pakistan’s 
security and intelligence agen-
cies in recent years.

PTM is demanding the right 
to a fair trial for all arrested 
persons and has called for a 
judicial commission to inves-
tigate deaths of an estimated 
60,000 people from Pakistan’s 
tribal areas and an apology 
from the state.

The Pakistani army has laid 
mines across whole areas of 
Pakistan’s tribal belt, particu-
larly Waziristan, in clear con-
travention of international law. 
PTM demands removal of these 
mine�elds.

Culture, businesses and 

homes have been devastated 
by Pakistan’s pro-imperialist 
governments, which target 
Pashtuns as terrorists, while 
promoting Islamist terror 
groups in the region.

PTM has emerged as a popu-
lar protest movement speci�-
cally to challenge and resist 
the Pakistani state’s policy of 
demonising Pashtuns.

As a result of Western imperi-
alist strategies aimed at Afghan-
istan since the 1980s, the whole 
of Pashtun territory has been 
turned into a war zone. Local 
people are routinely beaten up, 
insulted and abused by soldiers 
at military checkpoints.

Press and media are banned 
by government order, which 
treats Pashtuns as a people 
under military occupation. 
PTM is calling for an end to 
this media blackout.

Some of the slogans at the 
PTM rally in Peshawar included 
“End state sponsored terror and 
violence,” “Stop discrimination 
against Pashtuns in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan — we are one and 
the same people,” “Stop extra-
judicial killings and release the 
missing people,” “Peace in our 
land,” “Stop the international 
proxy war in Afghanistan,” 
“Work and jobs for our people,” 
“We want revolution” and “Our 

land is not a war zone.”
Since the “long march” 

reached Islamabad in Febru-
ary, Pakistan’s government 
has repeatedly assured PTM 
it accepts their demands, but 
nothing has been done so far.

At the Peshawar rally PTM 
speakers warned the govern-
ment that, if their demands 
were not acted on, the move-
ment could turn violent.

The rally warned the gov-
ernment that, unless the four-
decade policy of war against 
its own people is abandoned, 
it will result in a full-scale 
popular uprising.

The movement has united 
Pashtuns for peace and against 
imperialist wars across the so-
called “Durand line,” the legacy 
of British imperialism that 
divides Pashtuns and forms 
Pakistan’s western border but 
which remains unrecognised 
by Afghanistan.

The PTM leadership is asking 
for international guarantees for 
their safety because it does not 
trust the Pakistani state.

A movement demanding 
national and class-based rights 
in Pakistan has potential to trig-
ger drastic political changes. In 
particular, PTM aims to elimi-
nate the culture of dynastic 
leadership in Pakistani politics.

Pakistan’s Che calls 
for a revolution 
SALEEM SHAH reports on how 
people are rebelling against the state 
of permanent terror and violence 
a�icting Pakistan’s society

o Zuma and Britain
Pic: Campaign Against Arms Trade

SHARP PRACTICE: 
Daniel Kawczynski
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W
AS Donald 
Trump ever 
a white robe-
w e a r i n g 
member of 

the Ku Klux Klan? Numerous 
photographs on the internet 
would have you think so, but 
most say more about Photoshop 
than they do about the notori-
ous KKK.

We do know that Donald’s 
dad Fred was very close to the 
Klan and there is little doubt 
that both Donald and dad 
shared their white-supremacist 
politics with these � aming cross 
conical and comical hat lunatics 
of the American far right. Don-
ald still does today.    

Born in the ashes of the Civil 
War, the Ku Klux Klan became 
one of the biggest political 
movements in US history with 
an estimated membership of up 
to � ve million in the 1920s.

Although Black Americans 
have typically been the Klan’s 
primary target, it also has 
attacked Jews, various immi-
grant groups, gays and lesbians 
and sometimes Catholics, Mus-
lims, Mexicans and even Native 
Americans and many other 
groups top the hate list today.

Consistently over the 150 
years — since it was formed — 
the Klan has always promoted 
itself as a White Christian and 
preferably God-fearing, strict 
bible-belt-baptist organisation.  

Despite its most bloody e� orts 

the Klan failed to defeat the civil 
rights movement in the 1960s 
and much of the Klan slunk 
away after the defeat and qui-
etly disappeared.

Membership dwindled, the 
uni� ed nationwide organisation 
fractured and justice caught up 
with many members who � nally 
went to prison for a string of 
murderous hate crimes.

Many US commentators 
reported that the Klan was 
dead, no more than a white-
robed ghost, a pale memory of 
the hatred and violence that 
once dominated the headlines 
and TV news bulletins.

Yet today, the KKK is still alive 
and old dyed-in-the-wool mem-
bers and newer white Christian 
extremists still dream of restor-
ing the Klan to previous glories.

Klan members still gather 
under starry southern skies to 
set alight their blazing Chris-
tian crosses, often accompanied 
today by a blazing swastika.

Many of the tiny local inde-
pendent Klan organisations 
are trying to merge into larger 
groups to build strength and 
in� uence. There is no doubt 
that having such a sympathetic 
president in the White House is 
helping the Klan’s revival.

Brent Waller, the grandly 
self-appointed imperial wiz-
ard of the United Dixie White 
Knights in Mississippi, has said 
that Trump’s policy of stop-
ping immigration is the Klan’s 

number one issue today.
Arkansas-based Klan leader 

Thomas Robb explained why the 
immigration policies of Trump 
resonate with the modern Klan.

“You know, 40 years ago the 
Klan was saying we need to 
build a wall,” so Trump’s most 
publicised policy is a Klan 
demand from the 1980s.  

Joining the Klan today is as 
easy as � lling out an online 
form, provided you’re white 
and Christian.

Online you can buy one of the 
Klan’s trademark white cotton 
robes for £100 or £120 for a satin 
version. You can even buy Klan 
hats and robes in a range of 
bright colours but not all tradi-
tional klansmen approve.

Fashion is less important of 
course than policies and the rac-
ist actions and activities we see 
from the Klan of today.  

“While today’s Klan has still 
been involved in atrocities, 
there is no way it is as violent 
as the Klan of the 1960s,” said 
Mark Potok of the Southern Pov-
erty Law Centre (SPLC), the most 
e� ective organisation opposing 
extremist groups such as the 
Klan.

“That does not mean it is 
some benign group that does 
not engage in political violence,” 
he added.

Despite the best e� orts to reu-
nite the Klan nationally, most 
of today’s groups remain small 
and operate independently, kept 

apart by disagreements over 
such issues as whether to asso-
ciate openly with self-declared 
nazis or hold public rallies.

Just as important is the fact 
that those grandly titled and 
often self-appointed imperial 
wizards want to hang on to 
power and  not inconsiderable 
income that running their own 
Klan group can bring.

Some of the more traditional 
and long-established Klan 
groups prefer to avoid publicity 
and practise old rituals in secret 
while others have grasped mod-
ern campaigning methods using 
social media to post videos dedi-
cated to preaching against racial 
diversity and warning of a com-
ing white genocide.

W
omen are 
voting mem-
bers in a few 
groups but 
not in most.

Children, often very young, 
are always publicly shown tak-
ing part in Klan publicity activi-
ties. Toddlers in Klan robes with 
White Power placards are one 
of the most obscene public faces 
of the Klan today.  

Some leaders will not speak 
openly to the media, but others 
do, articulating ambitious and 
often overly grandiose plans.

It’s impossible to say how 
many members the Klan has 
today since groups don’t reveal 
that information, but leaders 

claim adherents in the thou-
sands among scores of local 
groups.

The Anti-Defamation League, 
a key group that monitors Klan 
activity, describes the Loyal 
White Knights as the most 
active Klan group today but esti-
mates it has no more than 200 
members total. They put total 
Klan membership nationwide 
at around 3,000.

Formed just months after 
the end of the US Civil War by 
six former Confederate o�  c-
ers in Pulaski, Tennessee, the 
original Klan seemed more like 
a college fraternity with ceremo-
nial robes and odd titles for its 
o�  cers, but freed black slaves 
were soon being terrorised and 
the Klan was taking credit.

Hundreds of people were 
assaulted or killed within the 
span of a few years as whites 
tried to regain control of the 
defeated Confederacy.

Congress e� ectively outlawed 
the Klan in 1871 and the group 
seemed relegated to history 
until WWI, when it was res-
urrected as large numbers of 
war-torn refugee immigrants 
arrived aboard ships from 
Europe and elsewhere.

It grew again as the battle for 
civil rights sharpened post war. 
Best estimates place Klan mem-
bership at about 40,000 by the 
mid-1960s, the height of the civil 
rights movement.Klan members 
were convicted of using murder 

as a weapon against those � ght-
ing for equality.

One notable case saw Klans-
man and white Christian mur-
derer Thomas Edwin Blanton 
Jr sentenced to life for his part 
in the Birmingham, Alabama, 
church bombing in 1963.

Four young African-American 
girls — Carole Robertson, Cyn-
thia Wesley, Addie Mae Collins 
and Denise McNair were cut 
down in this Klan outrage. 
Blanton is still in jail.

The Klan dwindled to nearly 
nothing during the 1970s and 
’80s, as US leader David Duke 
tried to bring his hated organi-
sation to Britain, working 
closely with Nick Gri�  n and his 
British National Party. The Klan 
had little success in Britain.

When the SPLC sued the 
Alabama-based United Klans 
of America over the 1981 mur-
der of Michael Donald, a black 
man whose beaten, slashed body 
was hanged from a tree, the £5 
million settlement left the Klan 
bankrupt.

Trump consistently refuses to 
condemn the Klan or indeed any 
of the other white-supremacist 
groups growing more bold and 
powerful under his sympathetic 
presidency.

He even described many of 
them as “� ne people” after the 
racist rally in Charlotteville last 
summer which saw anti-racist 
Heather D Heyer murdered and 
19 people injured.

Donald Trump has demeaned the o�  ce of the US president by repeatedly courting the KKK
and other white supremacists, supplying them with the political oxygen they otherwise lacked

Peter Frost history and nature

The Klan is rearing its ugly head once more
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NEVER AGAIN: 
Anti-Klan rally
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W
HY did 
Israel kill 
m a n y 
unarmed 
Gaza pro-
t e s t e r s 

and wound over 2,000 on Friday 
March 30 and on the following 
days, when they clearly posed no 
threat to Israeli soldiers?

Hundreds of Israeli soldiers, 
many of them snipers, were 
deployed to the deadly bu�er 
zone that the Israeli army has 
created between besieged Gaza 
and Israel, as tens of thousands 
of Palestinian families held mass 
rallies at the border.

“Yesterday we saw 30,000 
people,” tweeted the Israeli 
army on March 31. “We arrived 
prepared and with precise rein-

forcements. Nothing was carried 
out uncontrolled; everything 
was accurate and measured, 
and we know where every bul-
let landed.”

The tweet, which was cap-
tured by the Israeli rights group, 
B’Tselem, was soon deleted. The 
Israeli army must have realised 
that killing children and brag-
ging about it on social media is 
too cruel, even for them.

Palestinian popular mobili-
sation deeply concerns Israel, 
partly because it is a PR night-
mare.

By killing and wounding this 
number of Palestinians, Israel 
had hoped that the masses 
would retreat, the protests 
would subside and, eventually, 
end. This was not the case, of 
course.

But there is more to Israeli 
fear. The power of the Pales-
tinian people, when united 
beyond factional allegiances, 
is immense. It disrupts Israel’s 
political and military tactics 
entirely and places Tel Aviv 
wholly on the defensive.

The power of the Palestinian 
people, when united is immense. 
It disrupts Israel’s political and 
military tactics entirely and 
places Tel Aviv on the defensive

Israel killed those Palestin-
ians precisely to avoid this 
nightmarish scenario. Since the 
cold-blooded murder of innocent 
people did not go unnoticed, it 
is important that we dig deeper 
into the social and political con-
text that led tens of thousands of 
Palestinians to camp and rally 
at the border.

Gaza is being su�ocated. 
Israel’s decade-long blockade, 
combined with Arab neglect and 
a prolonged feud between Pales-
tinian factions, have all served to 
drive Palestinians to the brink of 
starvation and political despair. 
Something has to give.

Last week’s act of mass mobi-
lisation was not just about 

underscoring the right of return 
for Palestinian refugees, as 
enshrined in international law, 
nor about commemorating Land 
Day, an event that has united 
all Palestinians since the bloody 
protests of 1976.

The protest was about 
reclaiming the agenda, tran-
scending political in�ghting and 
giving voice back to the people.

There are many historical 

similarities between this act of 
mobilisation and the context 
that preceded the First Intifada 
(or “uprising”) of 1987.

At the time, Arab govern-
ments in the region had rel-
egated the Palestinian cause 
to the status of “someone else’s 
problem.”

By the end of 1982, having 
already been exiled to Leba-
non, the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), along with 
thousands of Palestinian �ght-
ers, were pushed even further 
away to Tunisia, Algeria, Yemen 
and various other countries.

This geographic isolation 
left the traditional leadership 
of Palestine irrelevant to what 
was happening on the ground.

In that moment of utter hope-
lessness, something snapped. In 
December 1987, people — mostly 
children and teenagers — took 
to the streets in a largely non-
violent mobilisation that lasted 
over six years, culminating in 
the signing of the Oslo Accord 
in 1993.

Today, the Palestinian lead-
ership is in a similar state of 
increasing irrelevance. Isolated 
again, by geography — Fatah 
holding the West Bank, Hamas 
Gaza — but also by ideological 
division.

The Palestinian Authority (PA) 
in Ramallah is rapidly losing its 
credibility among Palestinians, 
thanks to long-standing accusa-
tions of corruption, with calls 
for PA leader Mahmoud Abbas 
to resign, his mandate having 
technically expired in 2009.

Last December, US President 
Donald Trump compounded the 
isolation of the PA, recognising 
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, 

in de�ance of international law 
and UN consensus. Many see this 
act as the precursor designed to 
further marginalise the PA.

Hamas, which was originally 
a grassroots movement born out 
of the refugee camps in Gaza 
during the First Intifada, is now 
similarly weakened by political 
isolation.

Recently, there seemed to 
be a ray of hope. After several 
failed initiatives towards recon-
ciliation with Fatah, a deal was 
signed between both rival par-
ties in Cairo last October.

Alas, like previous attempts, 
it began to falter almost imme-
diately.

The �rst hurdle came on 
March 13, when the convoy of PA 
Prime Minister Rami Hamdallah 
was the target of an apparent 
assassination attempt.

H
amdallah was 
en route to 
Gaza through 
an Israeli border 
crossing. The PA 
quickly blamed 

Hamas for the attack which 
the latter vehemently denied. 
Palestinian politics went back 
to square one.

But then last week happened. 
As thousands of Palestinians 
walked peacefully into the 
deadly “bu�er zone” along the 
Gaza border into the sights of 
Israeli snipers, their intention 
was clear — to be seen by the 
world as ordinary citizens, to 
show themselves as ordinary 
human beings, people who, until 
now, have been made invisible 
behind the politicians.

Gazans pitched tents, social-
ised and waved Palestinian 

�ags — not the banners of the 
various factions. Families gath-
ered, children played, even cir-
cus clowns entertained. It was a 
rare moment of unity.

The Israeli army’s response, 
using the latest technology 
in exploding bullets, was pre-
dictable. By shooting dead 15 
unarmed protesters and wound-
ing 773 people on the �rst day 
alone, the aim was to discipline 
the Palestinians.

Condemnations of this mas-
sacre �ooded in from respected 
�gures around the world, like 
Pope Francis and Human Rights 
Watch.

This glimmer of attention 
may have provided Palestinians 
with an opportunity to elevate 
the injustice of the siege up the 
global political agenda but is, 
sadly, of little consolation to the 
families of the dead.

Aware of the international 
spotlight, Fatah immediately 
took credit for this spontane-
ous act of popular resistance. 
Deputy chairman Mahmoud 
al-Aloul said that the protesters 
mobilised to support the PA “in 
the face of pressure and con-
spiracies concocted against our 
cause,” undoubtedly referring 
to Trump’s strategy of isolation 
towards the Fatah-dominated PA.   

But this is not the reality. 
This is about the people �nding 
expression outside the con�nes 
of factional interests; a new strat-
egy. This time, the world must 
listen.

 �QRamzy Baroud is a journalist, 
author and editor of Palestine Chroni-
cle. His latest book is ‘The Last Earth: 
A Palestinian Story’ (Pluto Press, Lon-
don, 2018).

Why Israel feels 
threatened 
by resistance 
in Palestine

The massacre of 31 Palestinians in Gaza 
has provided an opportunity to elevate 
the injustice of the siege up the global 

political agenda and this time, the world must 
listen, writes RAMZY BAROUD

“
The power of the 
Palestinian 
people when 
united is 
immense. It 
disrupts Israel’s 
political and 
military tactics 
entirely and 
places Tel Aviv on 
the defensive
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Fighting Fund  

“IF these men must die, would it 
not be better to die in their own 
country � ghting for freedom 
for their class, and for the abo-
lition of war, than to go forth 
to strange countries and die 
slaughtering and slaughtered 
by their brothers that tyrants 
and pro� teers might live?”

So wrote the socialist leader 
James Connolly in August 1914 
three weeks into a war that 

was supposed to be all over by 
Christmas.  We now know that 
was not the case. 

As we near the end of the 
centenary commemorations for 
the “war to end wars” we face 
the real possibility of con� ict. 

If going to the many vigils tak-
ing place nationwide, do take, 
promote and sell the paper. 

I was pleased to hear that 
Bolton Socialist Club along with 

the Clarion Choir and cycling 
club gave Denis Pye, author of 
Fellowship is Life, a truly social-
ist funeral send-o� . I know that 
a loss like this can leave those 
left behind with much to sort 
out and our thoughts are with 
Wendy as she deals with this.

Today’s fund saw £160 com-
ing in, comprising a tenner, 
two � vers and £20 in recurring 
donations and £120 from the 

standing orders brigade.
This time next week com-

rades in Manchester will be 
preparing for the Kinder Scout 
walk on Sunday April 22.  

I know our circulation man-
ager is doing the walk so if you 
would like to sponsor her that 
would be great. You can get in 
touch with her via your paper 
or send contributions straight 
to the fund!

TODAY

Low cloud and drizzle 
will continue for many 
tonight, with some 
heavier rain moving 
northwestwards across 
central and southern 
parts. Western Scotland 
will stay driest, with 
clear spells.

NEXT FEW DAYS

Heavy showers are 
likely on Saturday, but 
it will generally become 
warmer, and brighter 
along the east coast. 
Rain and strong winds 
in the west Sunday, with 
showers Monday.

YOU’VE RAISED:

£6,270

17
days left

WE NEED: 

£11,730

QUIZMASTER with William Sitwell

TODAY’S QUESTIONS

YESTERDAY’S ANSWERS
1. Which well-known British jazz musician, 
who died in 2008, originally worked at Port 
Talbot steel works?  Humphrey Lyttelton

2. What animal appears on the � ag of 
Hertfordshire?  A stag or hart

3. Which English-speaking country’s 
national anthem begins: “O Land of the 
Free by the Carib Sea? ” Belize

1 True or false: gira� es have the 
longest tails of any living land 
animal.

2 The adjective octennial refers 
to how many years?

3 With which TV quiz show do 
you associate this phrase: 
“Keep out of the black and into 
the red — nothing in this game 
for two in a bed?”

Solution tomorrow…

DAILY SUDOKU (medium)

THE entire week of spinning 
out Greg Wallace gurning at 
people and John Torode mildly 
outraging Malaysian cookery 
a�  cionados concludes tonight 
with the last three cooks being 
asked to just, y’know, “wow us” 
with a three-course meal.

Masterchef: the Finals 
(8.30pm BBC1) is such a big deal 
for the Beeb that it’s dominated 
its main channel for most of 
the last month, forcing those 
of us who regard food mainly 
as sustenance into roles akin 
to that of a non-football fan in 
FA Cup � nals week. 

“Oh my God I can’t believe 
he put egg in there!”

Am I supposed to be out-
raged, impressed or on the edge 
of my seat? 

No don’t tell me, Greg’s nod-
ding sternly, it must be a Brave 
Decision.

Modern capitalism can be 
so confusing. On the one had 
we have the endless mantra 
that we must de� ne ourselves 
through work. Only by pitching 
in can we � nd happiness and 
respect as good little cogs in 
the wider machine.

And then there’s I Don’t 
Like Mondays (8pm Channel 
4) in which people compete 
to win an entire year of paid 
indolence. The entire show is 
about people rushing them-
selves through humiliating 
obstacles in as enthusiastic a 
way as possible, in order to win 
the ultimate prize —not having 
to work.

It’s a prime-time show dedi-
cated to acclaiming the ideal 
that ultimate victory in society 
involves not submitting to The 
Man,  yet I see few outraged edi-
torials from the usual suspects.

Less frivolous than the above 
is Nat King Cole: Afraid of the 
Dark (9pm BBC4).

The giant of US jazz faced 
extreme racism throughout 
his life, from the burning of 
crosses on his lawn to an on-
stage assault at a concert in 
Birmingham, Alabama, and 
established himself as one of 
the most successful musicians 
of all time.

This documentary looks 
through his private journals 
and at the way his producers 
attempted to package him as 
“quasi-white” for enhanced 
sales.

It o� ers a useful insight into 
the atmosphere that led him 
to, initially, infuriate anti-racist 
activists in the ’50s by playing 
to Jim Crow audiences before 
belatedly becoming a stalwart 
activist in the NAACP.

TV preview  with Ann Douglas

Chefs whisk it all for the Masterchef � nal 
� nals – who will be the jammy winner?

Yesterday’s sudoku

Alamet’s 
Crosswords are 

� endish fun on 
Saturday
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Family disintegration dissected
MARIA DUARTE is impressed 
by a topical story that is as 
complex as it is unsettling

�QROUND-UP

Custody (15)
Directed by Xavier Legrand
�+�+�+�+�,

A bitter custody battle is the 
springboard for this powerful 
and chilling drama constructed 
on fear about the brutal and 
terrifying realities of domestic 
violence and the secrecy sur-
rounding it.

The �lm opens with divorced 
French couple Miriam and Anto-
ine Besson (Lea Drucker and 
Denis Menochet) appearing 
before a custody hearing judge 
who reads out a statement from 
their 12- year-old son Julien 
(Thomas Gioria) saying why he 
wants nothing to do with his 
violent father.

Is Antoine a monster as 
painted by his son or is he just 
being maligned by his ex-wife in 
order for her to win sole custody 
of the minor? After all she isn’t 
able to provide the judge with 

any proof of his violent attacks.
Actor turned writer/director 

Xavier Legrand walks an ambig-
uous line in the opening scene 
as he leaves it up to the audience 
to make a judgement there and 
then, especially when the judge 
awards them joint custody.

However, as the slow-burning 
drama unfolds, the reality is a 
frightening one. As Antoine, 
�lled with anger and pain and 
a skilful manipulator, is deter-
mined to do whatever it takes 
to get to his ex as she tries to 
escape his clutches.

He uses Julien who is desper-
ate to protect his mother and his 
older sister but is terri�ed of his 
father whom he is forced to see.

This impressive debut feature 
by Legrand explores in more 
depth the family he featured in 
his short Just Before Losing Eve-
rything and its central theme of 
domestic abuse.

The superlative Drucker and 
Menochet reprise their roles 

of Miriam and Antoine while 
newcomer Gioria gives a per-
formance beyond his years as 
their son.

The stunning portrayals, 
teamed up with Legrand’s 
smart screenplay and innate 
skill at building nerve-racking 

tension and suspense, leads to a 
nail-biting, thought-provoking 
drama whose inevitable heart-
stopping �nale is excruciat-

ingly painful to watch.
This isn’t for the faint-

hearted, but hopefully it will 
spark a wider public debate.

Rampage (12A)
Directed by Brad Peyton
�+�+�+�+�+

ALL praise to whoever decided 
not to force audiences to sit 
through the usual �otillas of 
opening credits.

Instead we head straight into 
this splendidly realised thrills-
and-action tribute to movies’ 
greatest monsters when we 
meet primatologist Davis Okoye 
(Dwayne Johnson) in a bamboo 
jungle that turns out to be the 
San Diego Wildlife Sanctuary 
where Davis’s best friend, a sil-
verback albino gorilla, lives.

But their friendship — and 
Chicago — are threatened 
when a space station explodes, 
sending capsules of a mutant 
genetic serum created by a 
crooked company back to Earth 
where it infects a wolf, turn-
ing it into a ravening giant, 
transforms a killer crocodile 
into a giant scaly terror and 
turns Davis’s gorilla pal into an 

ever-growing killer ape.
Will Davis and discredited 

geneticist Kate Caldwell (Naomie 
Harris) be able to �nd a “cure” 
for the mighty monsters and 
their emerging friends that 
are terrorising and destroying 
the US and save Chicago and 
the world?

Relax, Johnson is here.  
Sizzling action culminating 

in a scorching climax in collaps-
ing Chicago that makes King 
Kong, Godzilla and other clas-
sic movie monsters seem tame. 
Director Brad Peyton, his hard-
working actors and stunning 
special e�ects deliver a rous-
ing, monstrously entertaining 
action treat.

ALAN FRANK

Western (12A)
Directed by Valeska Grisebach
�+�+�+�,�,

A GROUP of German con-
struction workers face preju-
dice and latent xenophobia 

when they are sent to a tough 
job on a remote building site 
in the Bulgarian countryside 
in this modern day western 
with a twist.

The language barrier and 
cultural di�erences between 
the workmen and the native 
villagers soon spark mistrust 
and resentment.

It is also followed by the 
slow falling out between the 
German workers’ arrogant 
and obnoxious foreman 
Vincent (Reinhardt Wetrek) 
and the mysterious and enig-
matic Meinhard (impressive 
newcomer Meinhard Neu-
mann), which sets the scene 
for an inevitable showdown 
between the two.

With stunning sweeping 
landscapes and mounting 
tension this proves a richly 
surreal drama with western-
style overtones.

Valeska Grisebach explores 
the clash of cultures and the 
Germans’ self-belief and air 
of superiority in a �sh-out-of-
water setting.

It is a truly bizarre but 
totally compelling �lm.

MD

The Titan (15)
Directed by Lennart Ru�
�+�+�,�,�,

SAM WORTHINGTON plays a 
military veteran who agrees 
to take part in a secret ground-
breaking experiment to help 
save the human race as the 
planet is on the verge of extinc-

tion in this initially promising 
sci � �lm.

Tom Wilkinson stars as the 
mad scientist in charge of a 
US project which consists of 
turning those taking part into 
super beings who can survive 
on another planet.

Of course the overly patriotic 
guinea pigs and their families 
sign up for more than they bar-
gained for.

It is a fascinating premise that 
is sadly let down by its lacklustre 
execution and acting, although 
it was rather fun seeing him 
turn into a mute version of the 
creature from the Black Lagoon.

MD

Truth or Dare (15)
Directed by Je� Wadlow
�+�+�+�,�,

NOWADAYS horror movies 
— once the near-exclusive 
domain of mad scientists, 
monsters and living dead — 
pleasure the prime teenage 
audience for pro�t.

Here cinema-typical col-
lege student friends (“Final 
spring break before life tears 
us apart”) head for a remote 
town for Halloween where, 
playing the eponymous game 
alleged to have already killed 
seven teenagers, they are 
plunged into a nightmare 
of terror and sudden death 
catalysed by answering the 
question “Truth or dare?”

Director Je� Wadlow, who 
co-wrote the scare story with 
Michael Reisz, Jillian Jacobs 

and Chris Rach, keeps you 
reasonably tense for much 
of the time and creates some 
“make you jump” moments.

His young players have suf-
�cient acting ability to make 
the nerve-scraped audience 
care even after one friend 
asks: “How do we get out 
of this game alive?” only to 
learn “You can’t. It only ends 
when all the players are dead. 
And your turn is next!”

AF

A Fistful of Dollars (15)
Directed by Sergio Leone
�+�+�+�+�+

CLINT EASTWOOD deservedly 
achieved worldwide stardom 
with his classic characterisation 
the “Man with no name” in this 
landmark Spaghetti Western 
some 10 years after making his 
uncredited debut in the 1950s 
monster movie Revenge of the 
Creature.

Eastwood — Charles Bronson 
and James Coburn among others 
said “No” — created the unfor-
gettable character, who rides 
into a corrupt Mexican town 
and cleans it up by playing two 
rival families against each other.

Eastwood still stands out in 
this restored version. He says 
relatively little and su�ers 
mightily from villains but, in 
true Eastwood style, shoots to 
kill and wins through.

His European co-stars seem 
horrendously over the top now, 
more pantomime than Mexican.

Fortunately, director Sergio 

Leone does the business, Ennio 
Morricone’s score is a classic and 
Eastwood triumphantly grabs 
and holds you.

AF

A Gentle Creature (18)
Directed by Sergei Loznitsa
�+�+�,�,�,

BELARUS-BORN writer-direc-
tor Sergei Loznitsa’s intensely 
detailed saga of a woman’s 
battle for what she believes 
she is entitled to know opens 
intriguingly with the woman 
getting o� a bus in the iso-
lated countryside, returning 
to her home and her dog and 
making soup for them both.

What follows, however, 
seems far too long as the 
(unnamed) woman (stoically 
and cumulatively played by 
Vasilina Makovtseva), receives 
a returned parcel she had 
sent to her imprisoned hus-
band and sets o� to �nd out 
what has happened, only to 
face increasing o�cial  antag-
onism and end up in a grim 
Siberian prison town where 
worse is to happen to her.

Technically, the �lm 
impresses with particularly 
e�ective wide screen cin-
ematography (Oleg Mutu) 
adding useful atmosphere 
to an increasingly cruel and 
brutal story that, while it may 
well represent Loznitsa’s own 
personal views, is not neces-
sarily either entirely accurate 
or unbiased.

AF



morningstaronline.co.uk
  morningstaronline 

  @m_star_online14Morning Star 
Friday
April 13 2018 letters

NO-ONE on the left doubts 
that continued e� orts are 
being made to destabilise a 
Corbyn-led Labour Party (Chris 
Mullins’s A Very British Coup 
presents a � ctional, but fright-
eningly authentic plot). 

However Brian Topping can-
not seriously equate the 1924 
Zinoviev letter forgery, with 
the all-too real incidents of 
anti-semitism acknowledged 
by the Labour leadership and 
attested by the 2016 Chakra-
barti inquiry. This inquiry was 
set up by Labour but to date 

has, unfortunately, not been 
acted upon.

Anti-semitism is not a � g-
ment of Jewish imagination. 

Its presence is to be found 
overtly in the political right 
and more insidiously in ele-
ments of the left (the “social-
ism of fools.”) 

No-one would argue that 
those who oppose racism or 
Islamophobia wherever it 
occurs (including within the 
left) are wilfully smearing the 
perpetrators even if the o� end-
ers are socialists. 

This same standard must be 
applied to those who seek to 
expose anti-semitism. 

Instead, we are asked to 
judge the politics of those 
who are seeking to expose 
anti-semitism, rather than 
recognising the gravity of the 
issue itself. 

We have to acknowledge 
that the ideology and practice 
of racism and anti-semitism 
are deeply embedded within 
class society, including with 
the labour movement, and as 
such must be challenged wher-
ever it occurs. 

MARY DAVIS 
London N4

Period of time
Hale v Brighton and Sussex University 
Hospitals NHS Trust

IN DISCRIMINATION claims claimants have to lodge their 
complaint within three months of the alleged act, unless 
they can show that it consisted of a series of acts extending 
over a period of time in which case time runs from the date 
of the last act. 

In Hale v Brighton and Sussex University Hospitals NHS 
Trust, the Employment Appeal Tribunal (EAT) held tha t start-
ing a disciplinary procedure can constitute conduct extending 
over a period of time. 

Basic facts
Mr Hale, a white, British, consultant surgeon who ha d worked 
for the Trust since 1995, had line management responsibility 
for a number of junior doctors, including four described as 
“Asian.” In 2013, they lodged a collective grievance of bul-
lying and harassment against him, prompting the Trust to 
start an investigation.

At a meeting to discuss a change of rota attended by the 
four doctors and Mr Hale in December 2013, the complainants’ 
behaviour was described as aggressive and inappropriate. 
After they left the meeting, there was an impromptu  discus-
sion at which Mr Hale was alleged to have made a number 
of racially o� ensive remarks. 

In February 2014, the four doctors lodged a complaint of 
race discrimination relating to these remarks which were 
added to the ongoing investigation. In June 2014, Mr Hale 
lodged a grievance alleging racial harassment based on 
statements that the doctors had allegedly made during the 
December meeting.

It was ultimately decided that Mr Hale had a case to answer 
with regard to the claim of race discrimination, but  that his 
grievance of racial harassment should be dismissed. Following 
a disciplinary hearing, he was summarily dismissed. He then 
brought tribunal claims including one of race discri mination.

Tribunal decision
The tribunal found that the Trust had discriminated against 
Mr Hale when it decided not to open an investigation into 
his complaints but rather to discipline him, noting t hat had 
he been a member of an ethnic minority it was “inconceiv-
able” that his complaint would have been dismissed in the 
same way. 

This was because the Trust’s attitude was unconsciously 
a� ected by the fact that Mr Hale did not � t the “normal 
pro� le” of a person subjected to racial harassment.

However, it held that this “act of discrimination” was a 
one-o� , rather than part of an act extending over a period, 
which meant that Mr Hale was out of time for bringing his 
claim. Mr Hale appealed on a number of grounds, the main 
one being that the tribunal was wrong to treat the decision 
to instigate disciplinary procedures against him as a one-o�  
act of discrimination.

EAT decision
And the EAT agreed, holding that when the Trust dec ided to 
take disciplinary measures against Mr Hale, it start ed a ball 
rolling that would continue until the disciplinary process 
came to an end. 

That decision, therefore, did not just constitute a one-o�  
act with continuing consequences, not least because once 
the process was initiated, the Trust was bound to subject Mr 
Hale to further steps under it from time to time.

To � nd otherwise would mean that time would begin to 
run as soon as each step was taken under a disciplinary proc-
ess. Given that some disciplinary procedures (particularly 
in the medical profession) can take months, if not years, to 
complete, employees would have to lodge a claim aft er each 
stage unless they could be sure that time would be extended 
on just and equitable grounds. 

This, said the EAT, would impose an unnecessary burden 
on claimants when it was open to them to rely on th e provi-
sion extending an act over a period of time.

Legal Notes
weekly tribunal report

�Q����������AS APRIL wore on, the Daily 
Worker reported that May Day 

would now be recognised as a public 
holiday by the Durham Coal Owners’ 
Association. 

From the beginning of the month, 
a Holidays With Pay agreement had 
begun, negotiated by the Durham 
County Mining Federation. 

A magni� cent tribute to the 
strength of miners’ trades unionism 
in the county, this also provided for 
an annual paid holiday, from the fol-
lowing year, of seven consecutive days 
for all piecework and “datal” wage 
employees, a reference to the datum 
line, or reference point harking back 
to core, high-waged sta�  employed 
before recession.

The actual date of the holiday was 
to be � xed by the employers, who 
had to provide at least four 
weeks’ notice. Illness dur-
ing the holiday period 
would result in it 
being granted at a 
mutually agreed 
alternative date.  

Public holidays 
would be added on 
top, with both May 
Day and Miners’ 
Gala Day as additional 
days. Unfortunately, 
“Race Week and Houghton 
Feast” had not been accepted as 
public days. But this was a stunning 
leap forward.

An additional holiday allowance 
was to be paid the week before the 

annual holiday, with credits 
treated as a wages bonus. 

The allowance varied 
according to marital status, 

though widowers with 
families still got the mar-
ried allowance.  

Even “boys under 18” 
got something and rent 
and coal allowances 

would continue through 
the holiday. Allowance 

credits could even be earned 
when absent from work for 

illness up to three months — six 
months for men on full rate of acci-
dent compensation.

You can read editions of the Daily Worker  (1930-45) and Morning Star (200 0-today), online at

Ten days’ access costs just £5.99  and a year is £72

mstar.link/DWMSarchive

80 YEARS AGO TODAY...
GRAHAM STEVENSON explores the Star’s online archives

Miners won a swathe of holiday entitlements from bosses

HAVE YOUR SAY
Write (up to 300 words) to 

letters@peoples-press.com or 

by post: 52 Beachy Rd, 

London E3 2NS

E� orts to oust Corbyn don’t excuse bigots
�Q ANTI-SEMITISM

Liberals call for war and 
ignore their past shame

�Q SYRIA

THE Guardian editorial on 
Syria Don’t blindly follow Don-
ald Trump (April 10) failed even 
to mention international law. 

Article 2 (4) of the UN Char-
ter says, “All members shall 
refrain in their international 
relations from the threat or use 
of force against the territorial 
integrity or political independ-
ence of any state.”

This same editorial acknowl-
edged, “This country contrib-
uted to the wreckage of Libya 
and Iraq, which were mistakes.” 

But in 2003 the Guardian edi-
torialised about Iraq: “Military 
intervention in the Middle East 
holds many dangers. But if we 
want a lasting peace it may be 
the only option.” 

And in 2011 on Libya: “Many 
of the assertions that dog this 
con� ict are unproven and 
unconvincing. It’s said, for 
instance, that if the West tries 
to intervene then al-Qaida will 
dance a jig across the Middle 
East.”

On March 30 2017, US ambas-
sador to the UN Nikki Haley 
said the US was no longer pri-
oritising the removal of Syr-

ian President Bashar al-Assad. 
Five days later, the chemical 
incident at Khan Sheikhoun 
happened, quickly followed 

by the US and British govern-
ments blaming the Syrian 
government, a US attack and 
a renewed demand that “Assad 
must go.”

On April 3 Trump said the US 
must “get out” of Syria “very 
soon.” He ordered his gener-
als to arrange a rapid exit of 
the 2,000 US troops who have 
been advising anti-government 
rebels. Now the US is again 
threatening to intervene 
directly.

The Guardian concluded, 
“Britain ... should keep the 
focus on saying that the recon-
struction of Syria is contingent 
on Mr Assad’s departure and 
the ethnic cleansing being 
stopped. … Military action 
is never to be taken lightly.” 
This is a call for escalating 
war. When it urges “don’t 
blindly follow Donald Trump” 
it means follow him, with eyes 
wide open.

WILL PODMORE
London E12

LESSONS SPURNED: Tanks roll into Iraq in 2003
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�QFORMULA ONE

Verstappen won’t alter his 
style to please Hamilton
by Our Sports Desk

GET set for Max Verstappen and 
Lewis Hamilton to tangle again 
in the Chinese Grand Prix.

Last Sunday in Bahrain, Ver-
stappen tried to squeeze by 
Hamilton at the start of only the 
second lap, but their cars clipped 
each other and the Dutchman, 
well known for taking risks and 
pushing the envelope, wound up 
with a punctured tyre and was 
forced to retire.

Hamilton got the better of it 
and managed to �nish third.

But the four-time cham-
pion — and defending cham-
pion with Mercedes — was not 
happy. Hamilton called Verstap-
pen an expletive after the race 
and suggested the 20-year-old 
Red Bull driver lacked maturity 
and respect for others.

“I went through that stu� 
when I was a young guy,” the 
33-year-old Hamilton said a few 
days ago. “So I know how it is. 
And it’s easy to also get ahead 
of yourself and forget also the 
respect for the other guys.

“I just hope he’s learning 
from whatever situation he’s 
going through,” Hamilton 
added.

Verstappen didn’t back down 
yesterday in Shanghai and 
defended his driving. He said 
Hamilton was making him a 
scapegoat.

“It’s quite simple and easy 
to blame the younger driver,” 
Verstappen said. “That’s the 
only way I can see it. Like I said, 
those things happen. There’s 
no reason for me to change 
anything.

“That’s racing,” Verstappen 
added. “Sometimes it works. 
Sometimes it doesn’t. You can 
say whatever you like about the 
incident. I had a fair shot at it. 
It was nothing crazy, nothing 
risky. Unfortunately this time 
it didn’t work out.”

Verstappen said he had not 
talked with Hamilton since the 
incident. He said he might but 
only “if it’s really necessary.”

Just a few minutes after he 
said that, the two shook hands 
in the paddock with some form 
of apology exchanged.

But that won’t lessen the ten-
sion on Sunday.

Neither Verstappen nor Ham-
ilton has had perfect starts 
as the young season enters 
the third race. Ferrari driver 
Sebastian Vettel has won the 
�rst two races with Hamilton 
second in Australia and third 
in Bahrain.

Verstappen and Red Bull 
teammate Daniel Ricciardo 
both retired early last week-
end in Bahrain and they both 
had o�-the-podium �nishes 
in Australia where Ricciardo 
was fourth and Verstappen 
was sixth.

The Chinese Grand Prix on 
Sunday o�ers a chance for a 
turnaround, particularly for 
Verstappen, who �nished third 
in China a year ago.

“I’m just looking forward 
to getting started again here 
because I think we have a good 
package and have a lot of prom-
ising things coming,” Verstap-
pen said.

Hamilton is probably the 
favourite to win on Sunday. In 
11 races at the Shanghai circuit, 

he’s won �ve times — three of 
the last four races, including 
last year — and has claimed the 
pole six times.

Rain is possible for practice 
during qualifying today and 
tomorrow, but race day should 
be dry and chilly.

Only three other drivers on 
the grid have ever won on the 
Shanghai circuit — Fernando 
Alonso [2013 and 2005], Vettel 
[2009] and Kimi Raikkonen 
[2007].

Verstappen showed youthful 
promise when, at 17 in 2015, he 
became the youngest driver to 
race in Formula One. The next 
season at the Spanish Grand 
Prix, the Dutchman became 
the youngest to win a race.

But he also started slowly last 
season, retiring in seven of the 
�rst 14 races. The only bright 
spot early was his podium in 
China.

Asked if he’d be more con-
servative in China, Verstappen 
said: “There won’t be a change.”

“We gave each other maybe 
not enough space [in Bahrain],” 
he said, “but that’s racing.”

�QMEN’S CRICKET

Ball wants time 
to prove his worth
by Our Sports Desk

JAKE BALL is still await-
ing a proper opportunity 
to prove his England cre-
dentials after a miserable 
winter in which he went 
from a near automatic 
selection to forgotten 
man.

Ball had been identi�ed 
as a bowler suited to Aus-
tralian conditions before 
the Ashes but returned 
match �gures of one for 
115 in the �rst Test at 
Brisbane, his preparation 
hampered by an ankle 
injury.

The Nottinghamshire 
seamer was overlooked 
for the remainder of the 
series and his stock fell 
further when he lost his 
place in England’s Test 
and one-day international 
squads for the tour of 
New Zealand that fol-
lowed.

While the 27-year-old 
accepts he could do more 
to push his claims after 
taking only three wickets 
in his four Test appear-

ances, he pointed out that 
a lack of successive games 
has prevented him from 
proving he belongs at 
international level, which 
he is hoping to rectify 
this year.

Ball said: “I don’t think 
one game is any time to 
nail down a spot. I think 
you need to be given a few 
games.

“I’ve played four Tests 
— one one-o� game in 
England, two at the back 
end of an India series and 
one at the start of the 
Ashes series.

“I haven’t had a run of 
games where I’ve shown 
what I can do and proved 
to people what I can do.

“In that sense it’s been 
frustrating and I’d quite 
like a run in the side, but 
you’re not always going 
to get that. Sometimes 
you have to take that one 
opportunity.

“For me so far it hasn’t 
worked out, but hope-
fully I’m given a chance 
at some point this sum-
mer or maybe even the 
winter.”

�QMEN’S RUGBY LEAGUE

NRL to play ball and release players for United States Test
by Our Sports Desk

NRL clubs are set to release 
players for the mid-season Test 
between England and New Zea-
land in Denver following clear-
the-air talks in Australia.

Although the match on June 
23 is being played during the 
international break and is sanc-
tioned by the Rugby League 

International Federation, sev-
eral NRL clubs had expressed 
their concerns over travel and 
medical issues associated with 
playing at the Mile High Sta-
dium.

But New Zealand Rugby 
League chair Reon Edwards 
said yesterday that the match 
“is on track” after he managed 
to satisfy those concerns at a 
meeting with the 16 NRL clubs, 

NRL executives and the Rugby 
League Players Association, 
which was also attended by 
RLIF chair John Grant.

Edwards was accompanied 
by the Kiwis team management 
and the Rugby Football League’s 
interim chief executive Ralph 
Rimmer addressed the meeting 
via telephone.

Edwards said: “By taking this 
RLIF-sanctioned Test match to 

Denver, we are breaking new 
ground for international rugby 
league.

“I am the �rst to admit the 
communication and informa-
tion sharing with clubs could 
further improve. However, all 
clubs have now been educated 
around NZRL commitment 
to mitigate the risks associ-
ated with the Denver travel 
demands.

“We’re looking forward to 
taking our Kiwi players to a 
new and exciting destination 
and giving the Americans a 
taste of international rugby 
league.”

Kiwis team doctor Greg 
MacLeod and high performance 
coach Donny Singe presented 
a report on the player welfare 
and workload management 
that will be implemented in 

the lead-up to and during the 
trip to Colorado.

MacLeod said: “Our priority 
is to ensure we mitigate those 
risks associated with travelling 
long distances, a short turna-
round and player workload.

“We have an extremely com-
petent medical team and high 
performance sta� and we’re 
fully committed to making 
this tour a success.”

�QMEN’S FOOTBALL

South African refs o�ered 
$30,000 bribes to �x match
FOUR South African match 
o�cials were o�ered 
$30,000 (£21,000) to �x an 
international club game in 
Nigeria last weekend, their 
country’s national football 
association said yesterday.

Referee Victor Gomes, 
assistant referees Johan-
nes Moshidi and Athenkosi 
Ndongeni and fourth o�cial 
Thando Ndzandzeka were 
o�ered the bribe in cash 
ahead of Nigerian team Pla-
teau United’s Confederation 
Cup game against Algerian 
club USM Alger in Lagos.

The South African Foot-

ball Association said Gomes 
immediately reported the 
incident to the Confedera-
tion of African Football, 
which runs the Confedera-
tion Cup. CAF has opened 
an investigation. No details 
were given on who was sus-
pected of o�ering the bribe.

Plateau United won the 
game 2-1. The second leg is 
next week in Algeria. The 
play-o� will decide who 
reaches the main group 
stage of the Confederation 
Cup, Africa’s second-biggest 
club competition after the 
African Champions League.

WHEEL TO WHEEL: Mercedes driver 
Lewis Hamilton and Red Bull driver Max 
Verstappen jostling for position during 
the Bahrain Formula One Grand Prix



Friday 
April 13 2018

Published by the People’s Press 
Printing Society Ltd, William Rust 
House, 52 Beachy Road, Bow, 
London E3 2NS. Telephone: (020) 
8510-0815. Fax: (020) 8986-
5694. Email: enquiries@peoples-
press.com. Registered with 
Companies House as Morning Star 
(in corporating the Daily Worker) 
No N5559. Printed by trade union 
labour at Trinity Mirror.

SPORT Friday 
April 13 2018 INSIDE: Verstappen refuses to alter race style

9 770307 175251

1 5
MSTAR 2018-04-13 FRI 1.0

GREYBOUGG
Aintree 4:05 (nap)

JENKINS
Aintree 1:45

Farringdon’s Doubles

GLOBAL CITIZEN
Aintree 2:20

Houseman’s Choice

TODAY’S TIPS

SPORT ON TV
 �QBASEBALL: MLB, Chicago Cubs v 

Atlanta Braves — BT Sport/ESPN 

7.15pm, Washington Nationals v 

Colorado Rockies — BT Sport/ESPN 

12am (Sat).

 �QCOMMONWEALTH GAMES: Fur-

ther coverage from Australia’s Gold 

Coast — BBC2 6am, BBC1 9.15am and 

11.50pm; diving — Eurosport 2 10am.

 �QCRICKET: Indian Premier League, 

Royal Challengers Bangalore v Kings 

XI Punjab — Sky Sports Main Event, 

Sky Sports Cricket 3pm.

 �QEQUESTRIAN: Paris World Cup — 

Eurosport 2 9pm.

 �QFOOTBALL: Champions League 

and Europa League semi-�nal draws 

— Eurosport 2 and BT Sport 2 11am; 

Championship, Aston Villa v Leeds 

— Sky Sports Main Event 7pm; Bun-

desliga, Wolfsburg v Augsburg — BT 

Sport 2 7.15pm.

 �QFORMULA ONE: Chinese Grand Prix 

second practice — Sky Sports Main 

Event, Sky Sports F1 6.45am; third 

practice — Sky Sports Main Event, 

Sky Sports F1 3.45am (Sat).

 �QGOLF: European Tour, Open de 

Espana — Sky Sports Main Event, 

Sky Sports Golf 11am and 4pm; PGA 

Tour, RBC Heritage — Sky Sports Main 

Event and Sky Sports Golf 1pm, Sky 

Sports Golf 6pm.

 �QHORSE RACING: Grand National 

Festival — ITV and STV 2pm.

 �QRUGBY LEAGUE: Super League, 

Leeds v Wigan — Sky Sports Arena 

7.30pm.

 �QRUGBY UNION: Aviva Premiership, 

Newcastle v Sale — BT Sport 1 7pm; 

Guinness PRO14, Ulster v Ospreys — 

BBC2 Wales 7.30pm; Super Rugby, 

Hurricanes v Chiefs — Sky Sports 

Action 8.30am, Sunwolves v Blues 

— Sky Sports Action 4am (Sat).

 �QTENNIS: WTA, Samsung Open — BT 

Sport 1 10am and 4.30pm.

�QWOMEN’S CRICKET

Robinson has ‘no qualms’ after defeat by India
by Our Sports Desk

INDIA recorded a comfortable 
eight-wicket victory over Eng-
land at Nagpur yesterday to win 
the �nal one-day international 
and secure the series 2-1.

Heather Knight’s side had 
come into the decider on the 
back of bowling India out in 
less than 38 overs.

Despite a career-best 94 
from wicketkeeper Amy Jones 
as England posted 201 for nine, 
the tourists could not produce 
a repeat performance with the 
ball.

“We can have no qualms 

today, we were well beaten. 
We were out-batted as much 
as anything, we were probably 
light by 50 runs,” head coach 
Mark Robinson said.

“We had the chance to create 
a bit of history, being the �rst 
England women’s team to come 
to India and win.”

Robinson hailed Warwick-
shire wicketkeeper Jones’s per-
formance, after she hit seven 
fours and one six.

“She’s had a tough time with 
the gloves and bat, but she 
came through today and was 
outstanding and showed a lot 
of character.

“It was a big game for her 

and hopefully the start of 
something that she can really 
build on.”

After losing two early wick-
ets, Smriti Mandhana, Deepti 
Sharma and captain Mithali 
Raj all hit half-centuries in a 
dominant Indian display at the 
Vidarbha Cricket Association 
Stadium.

Knight had won the toss 
and elected to bat, but opener 
Tammy Beaumont, making her 
50th ODI appearance, had man-
aged just four when she edged 
Jhulan Ghoswami behind. Dan-
ielle Wyatt also failed to make 
an impact, playing the seamer 
onto the stumps for only 17 to 

leave England at 27 for two.
Knight managed 36 before 

she was caught at long-on by 
Harmanpreet Kaur o� Sharma 
and Natalie Sciver made just 
four when she was bowled by 
Poonam Yadav. Jones fell just 
short of her century when 
run out in the �nal over by 
Rajeshwari Gayakwad.

England were not able to 
build on the breakthrough 
of two early wickets when 
Jemmiah Rodrigues and Veda 
Krishnamurthy were both out 
cheaply to Anya Shrubsole 
inside the opening seven overs.

India swiftly recovered from 
23 for two as Mandhana pushed 

the hosts on alongside her cap-
tain before retiring unwell on 
53 having faced 67 deliveries.

Raj, who �nished unbeaten 
on 74, her 50th ODI half-cen-
tury, and Mandhana with 53no 
saw India safely home after 45.2 
overs.

by Our Sports Desk

WIGAN and England captain 
Sean O’Loughlin said yesterday 
that he has no plans to hang 
up his boots as he prepares to 
go head to head with another 
elder statesman of Super 
League.

Fresh from his man-of-the-
match performance in the 
Warriors’ 32-23 win over Cata-
lans Dragons in Perpignan, 
the 35-year-old loose forward 
remains a key �gure in his 
club’s drive for honours.

But O’Loughlin says Leeds’s 
own golden oldie, Jamie Jones-
Buchanan, who turns 37 on 
August 1, is just as crucial for 
the defending champions who 
host Wigan in a top-four clash 
at Headingley Stadium tonight.

“He’s going really well,” 

O’Loughlin said. “He’s still a 
big player for them.

“We’ve seen some of their 
senior lads go, like Danny 
McGuire, Rob Burrow and 
Jamie Peacock, over the past 
few years and Jonesy has been 
one of those players who keeps 
driving the standards at train-
ing.

“He’s kind of the the heart-
beat of the club and he’s con-
tributing massively to their 
performances.”

Wigan coach Shaun Wane 
is full of admiration too for 
Jones-Buchanan, another one-
club man who has made an 
impressive start to the season.

“He’s a competitor,” Wane 
said. “I admire what he’s done 
in the game.

“He’s a great player and I love 
my team playing against him 
because you know it’s game on 

with him. He doesn’t give an 
inch.”

While Jones-Buchanan, the 
second-oldest man in Super 
League behind Warrington 
forward Ben Westwood, has 
hinted that this may be his 
last season, O’Loughlin has a 
contract option for 2019 and 
has no thoughts about retire-
ment.

“People have been asking me 
that for about �ve years now,” 
he said. “I keep saying I’ll play 
for as long as I feel I can con-
tribute.”

O’Loughlin says players can 
now continue well into their 
thirties thanks to advances 
in training methods as well 
as recovery and treatment of 
injuries while the club use a 
GPS tracking device to ensure 
he does not overtrain.

Australian Steve Menzies 

was two months short of his 
40th birthday when he played 
his last match in Super League, 
while Adrian Morley played 
until he was 38, as did Jamie 
Peacock, who came out of 
retirement to play for Hull KR 
in 2016.

“They’ve managed me pretty 
well now for a number of 
years,” O’Loughlin said.

“The protocol in place for 
recovery is of a lot higher 
standard than when I started 
out 15 or 16 years ago. People 
look after their bodies better.

“The age of retirement 
creeps up due to the science 
and the gym work you do.

“You train a lot smarter, it’s 
more precise training and you 
come back quicker and better 
from operations because of the 
advances o� the �eld.”

O’Loughlin signed a new 

12-month contract last October 
with an option for 2019 which 
he seems certain to exercise.

“You’re a long time retired,” 
he said. “I’d be disappointed in 
myself if I hung my boots up 
too soon, but then again you’ve 
got to make sure you’re doing 
the right thing by yourself and 
the club.”

O’Loughlin is relishing a trip 
to Headingley, despite it being 
something of a bogey ground 
for Wigan, who have lost their 
last seven meetings there in a 
run stretching back to 2012.

“They’re enjoyable games 
to play in,” O’Loughlin added. 
“Headingley is a tough place 
to go.

“We’ve not picked up many 
results now for a couple of 
years, but the boys relish the 
rivalry that we’ve created over 
the past 10 or 15 years.”

�QWOMEN’S CRICKET

O’LOUGHLIN 
RUBBISHES 
TALK OF HIS 
RETIREMENT
Wigan skipper will keep playing ‘for 
as long as I can feel I can contribute,’ 
as he prepares to face Leeds tonight

Championship
Aston Villa Leeds United, 7.45pm

TONIGHT’S FOOTBALL
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