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by Lamiat Sabin

LEAVING the European Union
does not spell doom for Britain,
with funds “returned from Brus-
sels” potentially being invested in
public services and jobs, Jeremy
Corbyn will say today.

In a major speech in Coven-
try to cement Labour’s vision for
Brexit, he will argue that the EU
is neither the saviour nor source
of Britain's problems.

The future of the country after
it enters the two-year transition
period in March next year is
“what we make of it together,”
he is expected to say.

Referring to Vote Leave’s lam-
pooned “£350 million a week,
lets fund our NHS instead” claim

infamously emblazoned on its
battle bus, he will add: “We'll
give the NHS resources it needs,
as we will raise tax on those with
the broadest shoulders to pay for
it, not by making up numbers.”

He will say Britain needs to
negotiate a bespoke relationship
with the EU, as Turkey, Switzer-
land and Norway have.

Labour would seek an advanta-
geous new, strong relationship in
accordance with single market
rules, he will add, but with pro-
tections, clari cations or exemp-
tions where necessary so that the
party in government can deliver
on its “ambitious economic pro-
gramme.”

This would include stopping
mass privatisation and outsourc-
ing, renationalisation of services,

investing in infrastructure and
breaking away from the EU posted
workers directive which allows
bosses to import cheap agency
labour from abroad to undercut
existing pay and conditions.

Mr Corbyn will say: “The Euro-
pean Union is not the root of all
our problems and leaving it will
not solve all our problems.

“Likewise, the EU is not the
source of all enlightenment and
leaving it does not inevitably
spell doom for our country.

“There will be some who will
tell you that Brexit is a disaster
for this country and some who
will tell you that Brexit will cre-
ate a land of milk and honey. The
truth is more down to earth and
it's in our hands. Brexit is what
we make of it together.”

He added that Labour’s priority,
having forced the government to
guarantee EU citizens’ rights in
Britain, is to reject any race to the
bottom in workers’ rights, environ-
mental safeguards, consumer pro-
tections or food safety standards.

PM Theresa May risks being
ousted and a general election trig-
gered over Brexit after Labour sig-
nalled it will unite with Tory rebels
to defeat her in the Commons.

Shadow Brexit secretary Sir
Keir Starmer claimed yesterday
that it will back a key amend-
ment to keep Britain in a customs
union after 2020.

If Ms May made the vote a
“con dence” issue and then loses,
a general election could be held.

lamiatsabin@peoples-press.com
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QLOCAL GOVERNMENT

Councill tax rises
£1bn but won't
even cover cuts

by Sam Tobin

THE total amount of council tax
paid in England is set to rise by
more than £1 billion next year
but will still not be enough to
cover government cuts and
increased sta wages, according
to new research revealed today.

Town halls across the coun-
try are set to take advantage of
new freedoms to increase bills
by up to 5.99 per cent.

But the Local Government
Association (LGA) warns the
hikes will fail to oset £1.4
billion in funding cuts from
central government and addi-
tional costs from paying sta
the national living wage.

The LGA said that despite
the in ation-busting increases,
households face further cuts to
services like parks, children’s
centres, libraries and repairs to
potholes.

Communities Secretary Sajid
Javid announced in December an
increase in the maximum coun-

cil tax hike permitted without
triggering a local referendum.
It now stands at 2.99 per cent.

England’s 152 social care
authorities — the county and
unitary councils, and metro-
politan boroughs which take
the lion’s share of the tax — are
allowed an additional 3 per cent
precept to help fund adult care.

The research found that 64
councils are considering or have
approved increasing council tax
by the maximum 5.99 per cent
for 2018/19, while 147 of the
152 social care authorities are
set to charge a precept, raising
an extra £548 million for care.

But the LGA said the extra
money from the social care
precept will be “wiped out”
by an estimated £600m extra
needed to cover increases in the
national living wage.

LGA chairman Gary Porter
said the shortfall meant “coun-
cils will have to continue to cut
back services or stop some alto-
gether to plug funding gaps.”

samtobin@peoples-press!
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WANING IN THE WILLOWS:
report released today by
Wildlife Trusts announced that
the water vole population in
England and Wales has fallen
by almost a third in the last
decade.

Loss of habitat, water pol-
lution and the commercial
import of predative American
mink are the main reasons for
the decline.

The water vole was immor-
talised as Ratty in the Wind in
the Willows.

com

QWORLD OF WORK

Young need ‘fundamentally
new approach to job market’

by Sam Tobin

A “FUNDAMENTALLY new
approach” to Britain’s labour
market is needed to address job
insecurity and stagnant wages
among young workers, accord-
ing to a report published today.
The Resolution Founda-
tion think tank is calling for
a “better jobs deal” to avoid
leaving “even deeper scars on
young people’s careers” caused
by “spending long periods in
insecure and low-paid work.”
The report for Intergenera-
tional Commission, The Kids
Aren't Alright, recommends
guaranteeing zero-hours workers
a xed-hours contract after three

months, introducing a minimum
noti cation period for shifts and
protections for workers turning
down non-guaranteed hours.

The report found that
younger workers were those
“most a ected” by the rise of
insecure work, with more than
half of people on zero-hours
contracts aged 16 to 34.

It suggested the govern-
ment impose a “payroll levy”
on PAYE-registered companies
using self-employed labour to
“discourage rms from using
self-employed contractors.”

It also suggests extending
statutory maternity and pater-
nity pay, as well as contribu-
tory jobseeker’s allowance, to
the self-employed, so that self-

employed workers do not “miss
out on the rights and bene ts
enjoyed by employees.”

Stephen Clarke, senior eco-
nomic analyst at the Resolution
Foundation, called for a “sea
change” in the government’s
approach to work and workers.

He said: “The old approach
helped ensure that the Great
Recession didn't hit us with the
level of long-term unemploy-
ment seen in the recessions of
the early 1980s and '90s.

“But instead we've been pre-
sented with new challenges —a
triple whammy of stagnating
wages, insecure work and too
many young people not feeling
able to take up opportunities.

“Dole queues have been

replaced by hidden insecurity and
stagnant wages. The challenge is
no longer just getting young peo-
ple into work but increasing the
security they have in that work
and giving them the con dence
and support to move jobs if that's
what they want to do.”

TUC general secretary
Frances O'Grady responded to
the report by saying that there
needs to be more union repre-
sentation among young work-
ers in insecure jobs.

She said: “Low pay and inse-
cure work has become the new
normal for lots of young people.
Many feel trapped in dead-end
jobs that o er no career pro-
gression.”

samtobin@peoples-press.com
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‘Liar Blair did

WARMONGER Tony Blair was
branded a “complete liar” yes-
terday over his denials that he
asked for a job with US Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

Fire and Fury author Michael
Wol said he saw Mr Blair
“sucking up” to Mr Trump’s
son-in-law and senior adviser
Jared Kushner.

Mr Wol — whose book

ask for a job

published last month pro-
vides an explosive account of
Mr Trump’s rst yearin o ce
— told the BBC’s Andrew Marr
Show: “I sat in the White House
on the couch listening.

“l wasn't supposed to overhear
this, but they were standing right
there, with Tony Blair and Jared
Kushner standing not 15 feet in
front of me with Tony Blair, let

with Trump’

me choose my words carefully,
sucking up to Jared Kushner.”

A spokeswoman for Mr Blair
called the story a “complete
fabrication”, saying: “Michael
Wol has never been present at
any conversation between Jared
Kushner and Mr Blair.

“He neither sought such a
role from Jared Kushner nor
was o ered one.”
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QPUBLIC INQUIRY

150,000 BACK EFFORT TO

QQ PARLIAMENT
BT

FAITH IN GRENFELL TOWERHR

JOB DOMiormzy tweets his congratulations to followees #iey help petition trigger a debate in Parliam

by Lamiat Sabin
Parliamentary Reporter

A PETITION calling on PM
Theresa May to build public
trust in the Grenfell Tower

Inquiry by appointing a diverse

panel that would represent the

bereaved North Kensington
community topped 150,000
signatures yesterday.

This means that it has
passed the 100,000-signature
milestone to be considered for
debate by MPs in Parliament.

The petition demands that
the inquiry is not led by a judge
alone and that panel members
must be appointed with “rel-
evant background, expertise,
experience, and a real under-
standing of the issues facing
those a ected.”

Lawyers for bereaved fami-
lies must see all evidence from
the start and be allowed to
guestion witnesses at the hear-
ings, it adds.

Organisers Adel Chaoui,
Karim Mussilhy and Sandra
Ruiz — whose family mem-
bers were among the o cial
count of 71 people who died in
the tower block re last June
— said in a statement: “This
week the public have shown
they’ve not forgotten about
Grenfell.

“Just as they supported us in

the immediate aftermath of the

re, when local and national
government response was lack-
ing, they've backed us again —
and demanded the voices of
the survivors and bereaved
are heard.”

Grime rapper Stormzy,
who asked his fans and
social media followers on
Friday to sign the peti-
tion, tweeted “beauti-
ful, legendary people.
Job done” after the
100,000-signature mile-
stone was reached. :

The musician

RHYME AND
REASON:
Rapper Stormzy

QDEMOCRACY

McNicol's resignation ‘cle
the way for Labour victor

by Peter Lazenby

IAIN McNICOL'S resignation as
Labour Party general secretary
clears the way to a Labour elec-
tion victory, a group of party
activists said at the weekend.

Mr McNicol said he was tak-
ing an “opportunity to pursue
new challenges” on Friday
night.

He was Labour’s senior o -
cial when tens of thousands
of new party members were
barred from voting in the 2016
Labour leadership election as
Owen Smith miscarried the
hopes of the right against popu-
lar incumbent Jeremy Corbyn

Mr McNicol was accused of
trying to prevent Mr Corbyn
getting on the 2016 ballot paper
by arguing that he should seek
nominations from MPs.

The leadership challenge
brought a surge of applications

for party membership from
people wishing to vote in the
election.

Most were assumed to be
Corbyn supporters and the
Labour Party’s national appa-
ratus moved against them.

An estimated 130,000 new
members were barred from
voting by the party’s national
executive committee, which
defeated a challenge to its rul-
ing in the High Court.

Despite the disenfranchise-
ment, Mr Corbyn won the
leadership contest with an
increased majority.

Campaign group Labour
Against the Witchhunt wel-
comed Mr McNicol's resigna-
tion.

“We see his resignation
very much as an impor-
tant symbol and an inte-
gral part of our ght to
radically transform the
Labour Party, which is under-

used his live performance at the

Brit Awards last week to take
aim at Ms May over the tragedy.
He rapped: “Yo
Theresa May,
where’s the money
for Grenfell?
“What, you
L thought we just

“You criminals and you've
got the cheek to call us savages,
you should do some jail time,
you should pay some damages,
you should burn your house
down and see if you can man-
age this.”

Shadow justice secretary
Richard Burgon welcomed a

THE GOVERNMENT will
ay introduce legisla-
designed to cap energy
prices for 11 million house-
holds across Britain.

The Domestic Gas and
Electricity (Tari Cap) Bill
would allow Ofgem to limit
tari s until 2020, with the
option to extend the cap
annually until 2023.

Prime Minister Theresa
May will say that the Bill will
“force energy companies to
change their ways.”

The idea of energy price
freezes was oated by then
Labour leader Ed Miliband
in 2013 amid concerns over
price hikes.

But he was attacked by
then prime minister David
Cameron as wanting to “live
in some sort of Marxist uni-
verse.”

Plans for a universal price
cap were announced in the
Tories’ manifesto last year,
but after the election Ms

debate of the petition in Parlia-
ment over the need for a truly
representative panel similar to
the one involved in the inquiry
into the racially motivated mur-
der of black teenager Stephen
Lawrence.

He said: “To tackle the
obvious current lack of trust,
Theresa May should respond
positively to this strong show
of public support and use her
powers under the Inquiries Act
to deliver a broad-based inquiry
panel.

“The Stephen Lawrence
Inquiry, which marked a
watershed in uncovering insti-
tutional racism, had a similar
type of panel to the one now
demanded by Grenfell survi-
vors and their bereaved fami-
lies.

“There is no reason for the
Conservative government to
continue denying this request | May passed responsibility
for a broad inquiry panel.” for calculating the cap to

lamiatsabin@peoples-press.c@fgem.

forgot about Gren-
fell?

going a long overdue democ-
racy review,” the group said.

“The purging of pro-Corbyn
activists has been a major stum-
bling block to Labour winning
a general election, which
requires maximum unity.”

Mr McNicol will remain until

a successor is found

and con rmed at
Labour's annual
conference in
autumn.

peterlazenby
peoples-press.cq
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QFAILING COMPANY

Carillion’s ex- nance chief
‘dumped’ shares sharpish

by Sam Tobin

THE FORMER nance director
of collapsed outsourcing giant
Carillion has been blasted for
“dumping” the last of his shares
in the failing company as soon
as possible.

Richard Adam ogged o
£534,000 in shares — his entire
shareholding — on March 1 last
year after retiring in December
2016, according to new infor-
mation published today by the
work and pensions and busi-
ness select committees.

He then sold his long-term
incentive plan awards from
2014 for £242,000 on May 8 2017.

In three months, Mr Adam
sold shares worth a total of
£776,000 as the company

oundered, the committees
revealed.

More than 1,000 Carillion
workers have lost their jobs
since the company went into
liquidation last month.

A spokesman for Unite the
union called Mr Adam’s actions
“gobsmacking” and accused the
company’s directors of enrich-
ing themselves while Caril-
lion’s workforce was “thrown
to the wolves.”

The revelations were pub-
lished following new letters

CUT AND RUN:
Richard Adam
being grilled by MPs
about Carillion’s
collapse

to the two parliamentary com-
mittees, which are conducting
a joint inquiry into Carillion’s
collapse.

Previous evidence published
by the committees said Mr
Adam regarded funding Car-
illion's pension scheme as a
“waste of money.”

Work and pensions commit-
tee chair Frank Field said: “Mr
Adam presided over Carillion’s

nances for a decade.

“He, more than anyone else,
ought to know the merits of
Carillion shares as a long-term
investment in the light of his

1

lengthy and lucrative tenure.

“His assessment? Dumping
the last of his shares at the rst
possible moment because he is
— with his own money at least —
‘risk averse’. What conclusions
are we to draw from that?”

A Unite spokesman said:
“For any other organisation
this kind of activity would be
gobsmacking. For Carillion’s
directors, this was business as
normal.

“We now know that Caril-
lion insiders already knew
they were in deep trouble in
2016, but we have seen again

and again that the directors’
main priority was to enrich
themselves and feather their
own nests rather than protect
the interests of the company.

“While Carillion’s direc-
tors enriched themselves they
allowed their workforce and
their supply chain to be thrown
to the wolves.

“Richard Adam sold his shares
shortly before Carillion issued its
rst pro ts warning and its share
price collapsed. It is almost cer-
tain he knew what was around
the corner for the company.”

samtobin@peoples-press!

QMANUFACTURING

MSPs push
Westminster

to stand up
for BiFab job

SCOTTISH politicians have
united to urge the Westmin-
ster government to help save
jobs at infrastructure com-
pany BiFab.

The company notied
Holyrood earlier this month
of potential redundancies,
with union leaders warning
that 260 jobs could go by the
summer.

In November, the yards
were threatened with clo-
sure over a dispute with a
major subcontractor on the
Beatrice wind farm contract
for the Cromarty Firth.

Scottish ministers brokered
a deal to stave o adminis-
tration until the end of the
project, but BiFab said work
is almost complete with no
more contracts in the pipeline.

Nineteen MSPs from
Labour, the SNP, Conserva-
tives, Greens and Liberal
Democrats have now writ-
ten to British Business Sec-
retary Greg Clark, calling
for work for the Kincardine
O shore Windfarm Project
be awarded to BiFab.

The letter says that the
renewable energy industry
could provide a “lifeline to
revitalise our indigenous
fabrication, engineering and

csteel industry base.”

QLIBERATION AGM

Activists highlight plight of

INTERNATIONAL  solidarity
group Liberation activists gath-
ered over the weekend to cre-
ate resolutions for global peace
at its annual general meeting,
writes Ceren Sagir

Labour MP Rosena Allin-Khan
attended Saturday’s conference,
reporting on her rst-hand expe-
rience of the Rohingya refugee
crisis and said she had never seen
anything “so disturbing.”

“Our government has been

deadly silent on the subject,”
Dr Allin-Khan said.

“We have to keep going with
steely determination to call out
injustice when we see it. Human-
ity doesn't have any borders.”

Dr Allin-Khan, who repre-
sents Tooting in south London,
had worked in clinics at refu-
gee camps in Bangladesh as a
humanitarian aid doctor and
hopes to return in three weeks.

“The perpetrators of these

Rohingya

crimes need to be held account
in the international criminal
court,” she told participants at St
Pancras Church Hall in London.

“Meanwhile, our government
are sitting round having cups
of tea with Aung San Suu Kyi
while she pretends it's not actu-
ally happening.”

Dr Allin-Khan urged activists
to keep speaking out and push-
ing to get the subject further
up on the agenda.

Morning Star WE'RE

DEPUTY FEATUF

We are seeking a deputy features editor
to join the production team at our busy

east London newsroom.

Regular Sunday working is required as
part of a ve-day 35-hour week in order
to cover the paper’s six publication days.
This post is subject to a probationary

period. Holidays start at 28 days a year
rising to 30 days, plus bank holidays.

If you have the skills and you're ready to
take on a new challenge at a national

presentation

The successful applicant will need...
2> A air for the English language
and for snappy, punchy

2> Attention to detail

newspaper which isn’t afraid to tell it like

itis, email jobs@peoples-press.com

an application pack.

for

2> The ability to operate well as part
of a small team and o er new ideas

2> Good knowledge of Adobe
Creative Suite or similar software

2> Tight copy-editing skills

2> An interest in labour movement
and progressive issues

Women and minority ethnic candidates

are particularly encouraged to apply
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QFRACKING

Ineos ‘undermint
democracy’ with
judicial review Dbi

by Peter Lazenby

PROFIT-HUNGRY fracking rm
Ineos has been accused of try-
ing to undermine democracy
after forcing a judicial review
of Scotland's decision to ban
shale gas drilling.

Campaign group Friends of
the Earth Scotland (FoE) said
yesterday that the energy rm's
campaign to overturn the ban
“reeks of desperation from an
industry that is failing to get
results anywhere in Scotland,
the UK or elsewhere in Europe.”

In October last year the Scot-
tish government imposed an
inde nite moratorium on drill-
ing for shale gas and oil within
its national boundaries. A simi-
lar ban is in place in Wales.

Energy company Ineos chal-
lenged Holyrood's decision and
on Friday a judicial review of
the ban was granted by Scot-
land’'s Court of Session.

Richard Dixon of FoE told the

Star: “Ineos is no doubt making
this challenge in order to try
to keep alive its hopes of ever
making any money out of this
toxic industry.

“There is overwhelming sup-
port for this ban from the com-
munities who are in the path
of this new fossil fuel industry,
people the length and breadth
of Scotland, and almost all the
parties at Holyrood.”

He said Ineos was “attempt-
ing to overturn a democratic
process” involving tens of thou-
sands of people, 99 per cent of
whom oppose fracking.

Fracking involves drilling
into shale layers deep beneath
the Earth's surface, then
pumping in a toxic mixture
of chemicals, sand and water
to release trapped gas or oil.

Opponents say fracking poi-
sons water supplies and the
atmosphere, damages buildings,
disturbs residents and causes
geological tremors.

peterlazenby@peoples-pres
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LABOUR ACTION Iek&my Corbyn
stops for a co ee on a trip to Stour-
bridge where he met o cers from
West Midlands Police.

Mr Corbyn called for more money
for the force, which has been made to
cut 2,000 o cers since 2010.

The Labour leader also managed to
tin a quick trip to buy a sculpture in
the Cats Protection charity shop.

University paid
£1,600 to y dog
In from Australia

by Lamiat Sabin

THE University of Surrey
spent more than £1,600
bringing over its new
vice-chancellor’'s dog from
Australia, according to an
investigation airing tonight
on Channel 4.

The university paid the
money as part of £15,000 relo-
cation allowances to Professor
Max Lu when he moved his
family, including their Mal-
tese dog Oscar, in 2016.

It was part of £7.8 mil-
ILABOUR ACTION DAYon
of public money spent by
universities on expenses
between 2015 and 2017,
the Dispatches programme
says, having received 198
responses from 144 univer-
sities including individual
Oxbridge colleges.

The expenses have been
revealed while university
workers are engaged in a
month of strikes in the latest
stage of a pensions dispute.

The money was also used
to pay for vice-chancellors’

rst-class ights and ve-star
hotel stays around the world,
plus £1,000-plus bills for
meals at posh restaurants.

University and College
Union general secretary
Sally Hunt said: “Higher

education has had to endure
months of terrible headlines
over the pay and perks scan-
dals of those at the top.

“The lack of self-aware-
ness, while they feather their
own nests yet hold down
sta pay, use insecure con-
tracts and try to slash pen-
sions, is quite staggering.”

Education select committee
chairman Robert Halfon said
there needed to be greater
transparency about vice-chan-
cellors’ expenses in the same
way MPs are held to scrutiny.

He told Dispatches: “Those
kinds of examples are pretty
shocking, dare | say it being
an MP, but the dog example
is slightly comparable to
duck houses which caused
the expense scandal for
members of parliament in
the rst place.”

The highest-spending
university was Southampton
with a bill of £397,497, or 43
years worth of the £9,250
annual cost of an undergrad-
uate’s tuition.

The highest-spending
vice-chancellor was Profes-
sor Steve West of University
of the West of England in
Bristol. He spent £43,000 in
18 months, including £10,000
on chau eur-driven cars.

Dispatches is broadcast
tonight at 8pm on Channel 4.

QSPY DRAMA

FOX 'SHOULD FOCU
HIS JOB NOT RUMO

LABOURrade Secretary better to steer clear of ‘entirely false and ridicutwais’ clai

INTERNATIONAL Trade Secre-
tary Liam Fox “should focus on
his job” rather than spreading
“entirely false” claims about
Jeremy Corbyn, Labour said
yesterday.

Mr Fox used a TV appearance
to claim the Labour leader had
been “very useful” to the Soviet
Union and had undermined
British security.

He told BBC One's The Andrew
Marr Show that left-wing Labour
MPs had acted in a way that
was “damaging” to Britain dur-
ing the cold war, outlandishly
claiming:“lt is very clear that
Jeremy Corbyn and his fellow
leftwingers were undermining
the case for our security.”

A Labour Party spokesman

ﬁ; by Sam Tobin

responded: “Liam Fox should
focus on his job and not give
credence to claims that every-
one knows are entirely false
and ridiculous.”

Mr Fox was forced to resign
as Defence Secretary in 2011
after revelations that his long-
term aide Adam Werritty had
joined him on ocial trips,
despite having no o cial posi-
tion or security clearance.

This comes after Tory vice-
chairman Ben Bradley issued
a grovelling apology to Mr
Corbyn over the weekend for
a “wholly untrue and false”

tweet about the Labour leader’s
alleged links to cold war spies.

The Mans eld MP was threat-
ened with legal action by Mr
Corbyn after falsely claiming
he had “sold British secrets to
communist spies.”

As part of his humiliating
climbdown, Mr Bradley apolo-
gised on Twitter and made a
“substantial” donation to a
charity of Mr Corbyn’s choice,
as well as paying his legal costs.

Mr Corbyn directed the dona-
tion to a homeless charity and
a foodbank in Mr Bradley’s con-
stituency, Labour said.

A spokeswoman for Mr
Corbyn said: “Following the
botched smear campaign
against Jeremy, this case shows

we are not going to let danger-
ous lies go unchallenged.”

Mr Bradley’s apology read: “I
am very sorry for publishing this
untrue and false statementand |
have no hesitation in o ering my
unreserved and unconditional
apology to Jeremy Corbyn for
the distress | have caused him.”

Following Mr Bradley’s pro-
motion in Theresa May’s Janu-
ary reshu e, vile blog posts
from 2012 emerged in which he
suggested unemployed people
should have vasectomies rather
than having children.

At the time, Labour said the
comments were proof that the
Tories were still the “nasty
party” of old.

samtobin@peoples-press|

Saddened by the death of

TeFXESAHIGGING ™™

4

vvnctruiBadic Ay AT Jinsyivcal it pepr—tam
Condolences to Sarah, Andrew,
Sean and family

2arbara and lan McDeson

A vivid account of how
the power of local
government has been
reduced by central
government and
hollowed out by the
private sector’

Prof. Jane Lethbridge

To get your copy call the
Star shop on (020) 8510-0815

com

£7.50

+P&P



Morning Star
Monday

b 6

February 26 2018

WoOorlc

morningstaronline.co.uk
€3 morningstaronline
¥ @m_star_online

QVENEZUELA

Polling chiefs bloc
Maduro’s planned

triple-whammy

by Our Foreign Desk

VENEZUELAN election o cials
told President Nicolas Maduro
on Saturday that his plan to
hold legislative, provincial
and municipal elections on the
same day in unfeasible.

“We are now not prepared
to make a presidential election
coincide with other elections that
are technically more complex,”
National Electoral Council (CNE)
president Tibisay Lucena said.

Mr Maduro had suggested
an omnibus election day to
take place on April 22, which
the CNE has already set for
the presidential poll. But the
elections body asserted its inde-
pendence, saying that holding
them all on the same day was
beyond its capacity.

Ms Lucena indicated, how-
ever, that the parliamentary
elections, which are sched-
uled for 2020, could take place
sooner.

The opposition-controlled

National Assembly had called
Mr Maduro’s plan an “attempted
coup,” claiming the government
had a “totalitarian intent”
to control “all public powers
through a mega electoral simu-
lation.”

The Organisation of Ameri-
can States (OAS) in Washington
urged Caracas to cancel the
April 22 presidential election,
claiming a lack of transpar-
ency, but Venezuela’s ambas-
sador Samuel Moncada rejected
the interference, declaring:
"The elections have been con-
rmed and we shall have presi-
dential elections in Venezuela.”

He blasted the OAS for trying
to “strangle Venezuelan democ-
racy,” accusing the US of strong-
arming member states to pass
the resolution.

While the opposition Mud
coalition announced earlier
this week that it would boycott
the election, high-pro le mem-
ber Henri Falcon has indicated
his intention to run.

international@peoples-press|.
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QAFGHANISTAN

Taliban checkpoint attack
kills at least 18 soldiers

AT least 18 soldiers were killed at
the weekend when their check-
point came under attack by Tali-
ban insurgents in Afghanistan's
western Farah province.

Defence Ministry spokesman
Dawlat Waziri said two other
soldiers were wounded in the
attack which took place in Bala
Buluk district.

Two more security personnel
were killed in a suicide bombing
attack in the Shash Darak diplo-
matic area of the capital Kabul.

The Kabul attack was
claimed by Islamic State (Isis),
which said the suicide bomber

had targeted the gate of the
headquarters of the Afghan
intelligence service.

The Taliban also claimed two
suicide bomb attacks in southern
Helmand province, one of which
killed two soldiers and wounded
another in Nad Aali district
while the other killed one secu-
rity force member and injured
seven civilians in Lashkar Gah.

Former member of parlia-
ment Ra Gul Afghan and his
bodyguard were gunned down
on Saturday night in the north-
ern Kabul neighbourhood of
Khair Khana.

QMEXICO

Police ‘confess’ to handing
Italians over to crime gang

FOUR municipal police o c-
ers were arrested in western
Mexico at the weekend, hav-
ing “confessed” to handing
over three missing ltalians
to members of an organised
crime group.

Attorney General Raul
Sanchez said that the suspects,
three men and a woman, all
active-duty police ocers in
Tecalitlan, Jalisco state, had
admitted the charge.

“They were asked to hand

them over,” he said, adding
that authorities were still
investigating why.

The ltalians have been
identied on search post-
ers as Raaele Russo, his
son Antonio Russo and his
nephew Vincenzo Cimmino,
all from the Naples area.

Authorities said previ-
ously that the men were
apparently selling stolen
appliances and may have run

foul of someone in the area.

QISRAEL

Asylum-seekers ght deportation plan

THOUSANDS of African asy-
lum-seekers and their sup-
porters protested in the Israeli
capital Tel Aviv at the weekend
against government plans to
deport them to Rwanda or
Uganda.

Israel started handing out
notices earlier this month to
20,000 African men, mainly

from Eritrea and Sudan, giving
them two months to leave the
country or risk being thrown in
jail, probably in the notorious
Holot detention centre in the
Negev desert.

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu's govern-
ment is o ering the refugees
$3,500 and a plane ticket to

what it says is a safe destination.

It refers to them as “in Itra-
tors” looking for work rather
than asylum and its right-wing
nationalist voter base backs the
decision to expel.

Critics, however, have called
the government plan unethical
and a stain on Israel's image as
a refuge for Jewish migrants.

QUNITED NATIONS

US and Russia doubt Syrian
cease re will achieve much

by Our Foreign Desk

JTHE UNITED NATIONS security
) council unanimously adopted a

resolution at the weekend pro-
posing a 30-day humanitarian
cease re in Syria, but both Rus-
sia and the US voiced doubts
over what it might achieve.

“It would be naive to think
that internal Syrian questions
can be solved by a resolution,”
said Russia's UN ambassador
Vassily Nebenzia after the vote.

He explained that Moscow
had “supported the intentions”
behind the document, but no
cease re was possible “without
agreement from warring parties.”

Mr Nebenzia criticised the

“occupying ambitions” of the

US-backed coalition, insist-
ing that foreign-backed mili-

tias bore responsibility for

the humanitarian crisis that

the resolution was written to

address.

He reiterated earlier accu-
sations that the West was
conducting a “propaganda
campaign” against govern-
ment forces in eastern Ghouta
where ghting has intensi ed
over the past week.

Both Moscow and Damascus
maintain that eastern Ghouta
is a stronghold for terrorist
groups.

His US counterpart Nikki
Haley slammed Russia for
“obstructing the voting” on the

resolution, which was submit-
ted on Tuesday, and demanded
immediate implementation.
“The Syrian people should
not have to die waiting for
Russia to organise instruc-
tions from Moscow or discuss
it with the Syrians,” said Ms
Haley, adding that Washing-
ton is “deeply sceptical that the
Assad regime will comply” and
claiming that “credibility of the
UN security council is at stake.”
Syrian armed forces began a
long-awaited o ensive in east-
ern Ghouta yesterday morning,
concentrating their e orts
against positions defended by
Faylag Al-Rahman and Hayat
Tahrir Al-Sham in Harasta.
They also stormed the Jobar

suburb in the western part of
East Ghouta.

Al-Masdar News reported
later that the army had taken
control of several localities,
including Hawsh Dawahra after
a short battle with the jihadist
rebels of Jaysh Al-Islam, and was
pushing further west in a bid
to clear large farms south-east
of the strategic city of Douma.

Capturing a large hilltop at
Tal Farzat, which overlooks
several towns in East Ghouta,
enabled troops to advance
east towards Al-Nashabiyah
and impose full control over
the towns of Al-Salihiyah and
Hazrama, putting them at the
outskirts of nearby Utaya.

international@peoples-press.com
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QITALY

ANTI-FASCISTS MOBILISE
ON FAR RIGHT BEFORE ELE

Tens of thousands in Rome say No to racism and fascism as extreme rigltkwsedsoake gains

by Our Foreign Desk

AROUND 100,000 anti-fascist
demonstrators rallied in Rome’s
Piazza del Popolo at the week-
end in the wake of growing
anti-refugee violence.

It was the last weekend for
political rallies before Italy’s
March 4 national election and
the Rome protest was one of at
least a dozen marches or rallies
held in several cities by both
left and right.

The Rome mobilisation
was organised by a coalition
including the CGIL militant
trade union federation, the
National Association of Ital-
ian Partisans (Anpi) and the
Communist Refoundation
party. Democratic Party Prime
Minister Paolo Gentiloni and a
number of his ministers joined
the protest.

Justice  Minister Andrea
Orlando warned that fascism “is
a danger in Italy and Europe and
equally dangerous is the under-
estimation of this phenomenon.”

Anpi president Carla Nespolo
said: “We are here to say no to
fascism and racism, which are
a danger today for democracy
and coexistence.

“It's said that, if you don't

SCUFFLEPolice try to hold back anti-racists demonstrating against a né@fasgis rally in Milan on Saturday

know your history, you are
doomed to live it again. We
don’'t want to repeat the trag-
edies of fascism and nazism,”
Ms Nespolo declared.

What frightened her most
was the “indi erence, super ci-
ality and ignorance” that allows
fascist ideologies to take root.

“I'm worried about this fas-
cist and racist revival, but | don't
think we should panic, because

there’s an overwhelming major-
ity of anti-fascist people, but we
need to be united in providing a
barrier against xenophobia and
fascist nostalgia.”

“We see fascist groups tak-
ing roots in schools,” said sec-
ondary school student union
leader Giammarco Manfreda,
demanding “a courageous
stance” from politicians.

“It is inconceivable that

the neofascist leaders are still
allowed to compete for votes,”
he said.

The Anpi has been circulat-
ing a petition to ban neofascist
parties such as CasaPound,
whose leader Simone Di Stefano
is running for prime minister,
and Forza Nuova from future
elections.

“They claim they aren’t fas-
cist. They say they are Italians

for Italians, but it's just camou-
age,” Ms Nespolo said.
Election campaigning o -
cially ends on March 2, with
opinion polls indicating a hung
parliament between three blocs
— the Democratic Party-led
centre-left, the right headed by
convicted fraudster Silvio Berlus-
coni's Forza ltalia and the anti-
migrant Five Star Movement.

occupied east Jerusalem for
several hours yesterday to
protest against an Israeli
plan to tax their properties.

The churches are angry
about the Jerusalem
municipality’s plans to tax
their various assets around
the city and a potential par-
liament Bill to expropriate
land sold by Greek Ortho-
dox and Roman Catholic
churches.

The municipality says
“hotels, halls and busi-
nesses cannot be exempt
from municipal taxes sim-
ply because they are owned
by the churches.”

Kurdish politician
caught in Prague

CZECH REPURIZéch
authorities detained
leading Syrian Kurdish
politician Salih Muslim
at the weekend under an
Interpol red notice based
on Turkey’s request for
his arrest.

A Democratic Union
Party (PYD) o cial close
to Mr Muslim con rmed
that the former PYD
co-chair was in Prague
attending a conference
and was arrested after a

international@peoples-press.cofrurkish participant took

NOT FORGOTTEI$haron Moore holds a cross with a photo of he
brother Patrick, who was the rst child to be killed in the Troubles,
nine. Fellow survivors took part in the ‘“Time for Truth’ march in B¢

QCHINA

Top Communists expect

to ditch president’s term |i

by Our Foreign Desk

THE Chinese Communist
Party’s central committee is
expected to vote this week to
abandon the current ban on an
incumbent serving “no more
than two consecutive terms”
as state president or vice presi-
dent.

The central committee,
which opens a three-day ses-
sion in Beijing today, will con-
sider a recommendation from
its politburo subcommittee
to remove that clause, which
could allow current President
Xi Jinping (right) to extend his
presidency beyond 2023.

The committee is also likely
to back a politburo proposal
that the constitution should
incorporate “Xi Jinping Thought
on Socialism with Chinese Char-
acteristics for a New Era.”

This would be added to the
already existing reference

agedMarxism-Leninism, Mao

HfZsdong Thought, Deng Xiaop-

ing Theory, the Theory of Three
Represents and the Scientic
Outlook on Development.
Xinhua news agency said that
the central committee would
meet to discuss a structural
reform plan of the party and
state institutions, the country’s
economic and social devel-
opment, and proposed
candidates for state
leadership  posi-
tions and for the
leadership of the
Chinese People’'s
Political Consult-
ative Conference
national com-
mittee.
According
to Xinhua,
the politburo
decided that
the current

structure of party and state
institutions is not good enough
to meet the requirements for
various tasks in the “new era.”
It said the party should resolve
to tackle institutional obstacles
to give full play to the advan-
tages of China’s socialist system.
The party leadership said
that China would
continue to adopt
a proactive scal
policy and a
prudent mon-
etary policy
to full its
economic and
social develop-
ment goals for
2018.

i

a photograph of him and
approached police.

Lghore suspect
ble after fall

PAKISTANrederal Inves-

Agency senior

Khwaja Hammad

d yesterday that a
blasphemy suspect who
su ered serious injuries
after jumping o a federal
building is now in stable
condition.

He said that Sajid Masih
is recovering in a Lahore
hospital and denies the
suspect was abused or
tortured.

Abducted Boko
Haram girls name

NIGERI/Rarents released
a list at the weekend

of 105 young women
believed to have been
abducted from a school

international@ by Boko Haram extrem-
peoples-press.comists in the town of Dap-

chiin Yobe state.
Many other students
ed into the surrounding
bush when the extrem-
ists arrived in the town
last Monday and have
since returned home.
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HE case of Jim
Matthews should
concern us all.
The former
People’s Protec-

Once again Jeremy Corbyn rees eroee
IS right — Brexit is what W@ wnere e cou

. be jailed for up to 10 years for
make of it

JEREMY CORBYN'S reminder this morning that “Brexitis
what we make of it together” should prompt all of u s on
the left to look at what kind of country we wantto  live in.

As the Labour leader is due to say, “In or out of the EU we
have to deal with the reality of market failure and  austerity.”

Any Labour government that fails to deal with both  these
issues will ultimately be a failure itself.

Austerity, as a regime of squeezing wages, starvingpublic
services of funding and tearing up social security p rovisions
is euphemistically known, has to end.

Corbyn has always said so and he has won that argumert.
MPs who were prepared to vote for Tory welfare cuts three
years ago no longer challenge the leader’s o ce ove r the
need to raise public spending.

Market failure is another matter. The public never swal-
lowed the “private good, public bad” mantra ofthe Thatcher
years and support for public ownership of water, en ergy,
postal services and transport is now overwhelming.

We can also point to victories like that of the loc  al people
of Haringey, London, against a corporate redevelopment
scheme as evidence that a popular ghtback against the
dictatorship of “the market” is growing.

But, perhaps scarred by years of defeats, there isa ten-
dency on the left to think critically without thinking crea-
tively, assuming that market forces will continue t o call
the shots.

Keir Starmer might say that “we all want more trade
agreements,” but that surely depends on the terms. Popular
opposition to EU-driven trade deals Transatlantic Trade
and Investment Partnership (TTIP) and the Comprehen-
sive Economic and Trade Agreement (Ceta) was huge, ad
rightly so. Labour needs to push fair trade not fre e trade.

Starmer’s position su ers from a xation onthe thr  eats
leaving the EU poses rather than the opportunities it creates.

*

The threats are real — the Tories are desperate toturn
Britain into “a deregulated corporate tax haven with  low
wages, limited rights and cut-price public services,” as Cor-
byn will say. A Brexit on their terms will deliver ~ exactly that.

But what about a Brexit on our terms? An exit deal built
around how we tackle those two problems — austerity
and market failure.

That involves ensuring our government can make stra -
tegic interventions in the economy without being ha uled
over the coals by the European Commission for pro eri ng
illegal state aid, as Italy was two months ago for guarantee-
ing loans to the llva steelmaker to try to prevent its collapse.

It means ensuring that competition and right of est  ablish-
ment rules do not prevent government or local author ities
from taking non-commercial factors into account when
commissioning services, including the pay and conditio ns
of sta , whether the provider recognises trade union s and
ethical issues such as whether it is implicated in the arms
trade.

Similarly, Labour’s regional investment bank willb e more
e ective if regional authorities have the righttop  ositively
discriminate in favour of local providers and produ cers —a
right also linked to our ability to combat climate  change.

Labour MPs who demand continued membership of the
single market place a ceiling on our ambition.

They say we can't improve on an economic set-up that
has been disastrous for ordinary people.

Fear of what the Tories might do, given a free hand,
does not justify such defeatism. People are rejecting the
status quo. The left will not succeed unless it can oer
them something better.

This is why Corbyn is right to emphasise that any d eal
must “ensure we can deliver our ambitious economic pro-
gramme” and insist that “we cannot be held back fro m
taking the steps we need to support cutting-edge ind us-
tries and local business, stop the tide of privatis ation and
outsourcing or prevent employers being able to impo rt
cheap agency labour from abroad to undercut existing pay
and conditions.”

As so often in the past, Corbyn is streets ahead of his
parliamentary colleagues on this one. We as a movement
must ensure he can turn these words into reality.

terrorism o ences.

This is a watershed moment
in British foreign policy. The
trial is not just about Mat-
thews. Itis a marker for British
government policy in a post-
Isis Syria and paves the way for
it to o cially list the YPG as a
terrorist organisation.

Matthews is the rst British
YPG volunteer to be charged
with terror o ences in what
is a major shift in the govern-
ment’s treatment of those who
fought with coalition forces
against jihadists in Syria.

Matthews has been back
from Syria for almost two
years, which begs the question:
why is he being charged now?

The British state says Mat-
thews “attended a place or
places in Irag or Syria where
instruction or training was
provided for purposes con-
nected with the commission
or preparation of acts of ter-
rorism.”

The Terrorism Act was
one of the most controversial
measures introduced by Tony
Blair's government and led to
his rst Commons defeat after
Labour backbenchers rebelled
over plans that would have
seen suspects held for 90 days
without trial.

British YPG volunteers have
often raised fears of arrest on
their return to Britain.

Kimmie Taylor, the rst Brit-
ish woman to join the YPG, said
she worries she cannot return
to Britain having fought for a
“political and social revolu-
tion” and the empowerment
of women.

Others said they have also
received calls from security
services and many more are
looking over their shoulders
with concern.

It is worth recalling another

ght against fascism which
became a rallying call for Brit-
ish men and women who made
the journey across Europe to
Spain in the 1930s.

Between 1936 and 1939
around 2,500 people volun-
teered to ght for the Spanish
Republic as part of the Inter-
national Brigades. They were
largely recruited and organised
politically by the Communist
Party, which became synony-
mous with anti-fascism.

It was very much their war
in Spain, just as the ght
against the Isis fascists very
much belongs to the revolu-
tionary Kurds, embodied by
the anti-capitalist, democratic
society being built in Rojava.

Both were, of course, anath-
ema to Britain. Just as they
opposed communist in uence
in Spain, they oppose the revo-
lutionary struggle being waged
in northern Syria.

Those who volunteered in
Spain were threatened with
the Foreign Enlistment Act of
1870, which forbids “any com-

on trial for ter

Breaking its alliance with the YPG is pro
them as a terrorist faction is an easy wa

PERSECUTED}NmM Matthews, a former British soldier who fought against Isis in Syria
with the Kurdish YPG forces, speaks to the media outside Westminstiett@sagpurt

mission or engagement in the
military or naval service of
any foreign state at war with
a friendly state.”

However, the act, which
remains on the statute book,
was never used. The Interna-
tional Brigades nally left
Spain in December 1938 as it
became apparent the Republic
was defeated.

As hundreds of international
volunteers returned to Britain
they were met by cheering
crowds at London’s Victoria sta-
tion. Labour leader and future
prime minister Clement Attlee
was there to greet them as they
received a hero’'s welcome.

In contrast, the British vol-
unteers ghting fascism in
Syria return alone. There is no
welcome party, no ag waving
and no cheering masses.

The Labour Party has barely
acknowledged them, let alone
spoken out in their defence.

Fearing arrest or worse,
many feel unable to speak
about their experiences.

The cause of the Spanish
Republic was even supported
by a number of Tories, with
another future British prime
minister Ted Heath visiting
the front as part of a student
delegation just before the bat-
tle of Ebro.

It was there he met Jack

Jones, who went on to become
general secretary of the Trans-
port and General Workers
Union (TGWU), now Unite.

Surprisingly, they forged a
lifelong friendship and respect
for each other, despite their
political di erences. By today’s
standards, both would face
possible arrest and charges of
terrorism.

The dates in which the
British state says Matthews
attended a terrorist training
camp — February 2016 — bear
some scrutiny.

During this period the Brit-
ish government was support-
ing the YPG in Syria by tak-
ing part in strategic bombing
campaigns and o ering tactical
support.

If ghting Isis in Syria along-
side the coalition forces that
the British government was
supporting is enough to land
Matthews in court, surely the
British government should also
be in the dock.

Yet at no stage during Mat-
thews’s time with the YPG
were they deemed terrorists.
Presumably, they were part of
former PM David Cameron's
mystical 70,000 “moderates”
in Syria.

While it was politically expe-
dient to support the YPG as the
ght against the jihadists was

raging, their defeat now poses
the crucial question of a post-
Isis Syria.

or Britain and the

US, a democratic

Syria means a

compliant  state

necessitating the

removal of Syrian
President Bashar al-Assad.
But their presence in Middle
Eastern countries, particu-
larly those with large Muslim
majorities, is deeply unpopular
following the invasions of Iraq
and Afghanistan.

Removing Assad from
power, however, is not as easy
or straightforward as they
would like.

The imperialists want to see
a divided Syria, which would
increase their in uence in the
region and weaken the control
of Assad. But they do not want
to see northern Syria control-
led by revolutionaries and the
Kurdish Democratic Union
Party (PYD).

Therefore, they need a way
out of the short-term tactical
alliance with the YPG. Brand-
ing them terrorists would
achieve that.

Arecent inquiry in the Brit-
ish Parliament — called Kurd-
ish aspirations and the inter-
ests of the UK — looks to have
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given them the lifeline they
needed. As MPs quizzed aca-
demics and received written
testimony from the Turkish,
Russian and US governments
it became clear that they were
trying to link the PYD and the
YPG to the Kurdistan Workers’
Party (PKK).

As one academic detailed
the relationship between the
PKK and the Syrian Kurdish
parties, committee chair Tom
Tugenhadt intervened to sug-
gest that given what he had
heard the YPG should surely
also be classed as terrorists.

The YPG had e ectively
been handed to the British
government on a plate. It was
this evidence that led the
committee to its conclusion.
While it was contradictory
and seemed to suggest that the
PYD should be included in the
Geneva talks over the future
of Syria, it blasted the British
government for an “incoher-
ent view” on links to the PKK.

The committee  chair
explained that “the evidence
to our inquiry argued that this
group was linked to the PKK,
even though the nature and
extent of these links is debat-
able” and warned the Foreign
O ce position lacked cred-
ibility, urging it to come to “a
clear view.” In other words, list

the YPG and PYD as terrorists.

In a seemingly contradic-
tory move, the US appears
to be investing in the Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF) as part
of its Border Security Force
operation, including 30,000
troops in northern Syria. It
was this that so enraged Turk-
ish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan leading to the inva-
sion of Afrin.

But we should be wary of the
US motives in supporting the
SDF. They too are committed
to regime change in Syria and
see its future as one without
Assad. They are unlikely to
support an autonomous state
as part of a federal Syria under
the control of revolutionaries.

The future of Rojava is at
stake. The Kurds are acutely
aware of the role of the United
States and its motives in the
region. While some Western
leftists have been reluctant to
support those ghting Isis in
Syria and the Rojava project
because of their tactical alli-
ance with the US, they have no
excuses not to support them in
a straightforward ght against
Nato's second largest army:
Turkey.

Erdogan’'s war on Afrin is
illegal. It breaches interna-
tional law and the Geneva Con-
vention as a war of aggression
against a non-aggressor.

And the silence of world
leaders who are lining up to
say that Turkey has a right to
defend its borders means they
are complicit and have the
blood of the people of Afrin
on their hands.

Turkey has long wanted war
in Afrin and has frequently
subjected it to bombing raids
and other attacks including
cutting o water supplies.
There is a logic in this for
Erdogan. He wants to drive a
wedge between Afrin and the
other cantons of Rojava. And
he is being allowed to do so by
the imperialist US and Russia,
although for di erent reasons.

The war on Afrin is a war
of imperialism against the
revolutionary Kurds who are
ghting for democracy.

Jim Matthews is a spanner
in the imperialist works. His
case is about his liberty, a hero
who has risked everything to
ght for a better future for all
of us. But it is also about the
future of Rojava, the future of
humanity.

Jim Matthews is a hero, not

a terrorist.

We paid for our pensions,
the Tories must pay out

RUTH HUNWrites about the women aged over 60 ghtin
against the government’s unfair pensions policy

N Tuesday

January 30,

the pressure

group We

Paid In, You

Pay Out pre-
sented Downing Street with
a collection of real-life testi-
monies from women in their
sixties a ected by the hike in
pension ages.

We Paid In, You Pay Out is
made up of members from a
plethora of di erent organisa-
tions, including the Women
Against State Pension Inequal-
ity (Waspi) campaign.

All of its participants are
ghting for the same goal:
pension fairness. The campaign
has evolved from one in which
information was shared to a
place where vigorous debate
and polling on contentious
guestions or policy ideas takes
place.

One of We Paid In, You Pay
Out’s organisers, Trudy Badd-
ams, realised how strongly
women felt about being
silenced.

“They needed their voices to
be heard, with everyone hav-
ing a dierent story of how
the hike in pension age has
a ected them,” she told me.

Listening to the stories
of women aected by the
increase in the state pension
age reminds you of the car-
ing responsibilities previously
taken on by women in their six-
ties after they had retired, such
as elderly relatives and young
children.

As one woman describes:
“My son lost his wife to breast
cancer and has to bring up my

grandson on his own. Then
my daughter lost her husband
and has to look after my two
grandchildren on her own.
She is disabled and gets very
minimal help from the bene ts
system.

“It just makes me despair
that | still have to work until
I'm 66 years old. If | had been
informed earlier about my
state pension age then maybe
| could’'ve got a plan in place
to save for my later retirement
and also help my kids.”

At this age, women may also
be dealing with serious disabil-
ities or health conditions but
nd themselves with no choice
but to work.

“I am nearly 62 years of age,
with heart problems, severe
osteoarthritis, and a prolapse
that means | can be incontinent
at times,” says another woman
involved in the campaign.

“I've had 11 operations and
need another one on my wrist
due to a fracture when | had a
fall. The stress of knowing that
despite my poor health, | can't
retire until I'm 66 is awful. |
was due to retire in 2015, aged
60.”

Of course not everyone can
nd suitable work. This leaves
many women in the hands
of the cruel and hostile wel-
fare benets system. They're
forced to attend work capability
assessments and are frequently
penalised for not being compu-
ter literate enough to negotiate
universal credit.

“I have spent a whole after-
noon online trying to complete
the [universal credit] form. But
getting it veri ed at the post

oce seems to have stuck
the application,” says one dis-
traught woman.

“Claiming universal credit
online is a mine eld; there
is nobody | can phone. | don't
feel t or fast enough to be
out there in the workplace
anymore. | should be on state
pension at 63 years, not on uni-
versal credit.”

What's very clear throughout
these women’s stories is their
deep level of anger and feelings
of injustice.

‘I was always nancially
independent but not anymore,”
another woman tells me.

“I have lost three years’ pen-
sion and | am nding it very
di cult to live. This is not what
| thought would happen in my
60s. | feel cheated. Cheated out
of my pension that | thought |
would have.”

Baddams says a few of these
women's stories have leaked
through the media and in Par-
liament but they were largely
ignored. That is why her cam-
paign group has published an
online booklet — We Can't
All Be Wrong — collecting the
testimonies of women denied
their pensions.

“We needed these stories
all in one place, so we could
show this is happening to the
many not the few. The Prime
Minister and others in her gov-
ernment are saying no-one will
wait more than 18 months to
collect their pension, but this
is simply untrue, as this book
can show.”

Earlier this month parlia-
mentary undersecretary for
the Department for Work and

Penions Guy Opperman told
MPs that there wouldn't be a
rethink on the planned ages of
retirement for women.

This drew angry responses
from Waspi women and all
the other groups campaign-
ing against pension inequality.

The Labour Party proposals
mean that women born in the
1950s would be able to retire
from 64 years of age. They've
already pledged to extend Pen-
sion Credit to these women,
which will mean those a ected
by the chaotic mismanagement
of state pension equalisation
have the option to retire earlier.

Along with these proposals
The Labour Party will continue,
while in opposition, to urge
ministers to bring forward
transitional protection for
women a ected.

Baddams acknowledges what
Labour is proposing and is due
to nd out more information
when she meets with shadow
work and pensions secretary
Debbie Abrahams in March.

She is hopeful that the pub-
lication of the book will bring
this issue the political and cul-
tural attention it deserves.

With social care under
extreme pressure, Baddams
feels it’s time that these hikes
in pension ages are acknowl-
edged as “not simply a ecting
the individual, or their family,
but ultimately communities
and society as a whole.”

QRuth Hunt is author of The
Single Feather. You can read We
Paid In, You Pay Out’s booklet We
Can't All Be Wrong here: mstar.
link/ WCABW.
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RIBUTES will be

paid today to a

veteran  British

communist who

helped rebuild

the infrastruc-
ture of Yugoslavia after the
second world war.

Sid Bloom died at his home
in Leeds on January 25 at the
age of 94.

He was born into a religious
Jewish family in London in
1924. He was the youngest of
11 children — three sisters and
eight brothers.

As he and his brothers Nat
and Gerald grew up, they
rejected religion and turned
to left politics.

They became involved in the
communist movement through
Socialist Schools and the Young
Workers' League — later the
Young Communist League
— and then joined the Com-
munist Party of Great Britain
(CPGB).

For two years during the
second world war Sid was a
Bevin Boy, the name given
to young men conscripted to
work as coal miners instead
of being sent to the armed
forces.

Demand for coal for war
production was so great that
every tenth conscript to the
armed forces was diverted
to the coal mining industry.
They were nicknamed Bevin
Boys after Minister for Labour
Ernest Bevin.

In the pits he worked along-
side childhood friend and com-
rade Ronnie Blass.

He was then enlisted into the
Medical Corps of the Royal Air
Force and became a sergeant.

During his time in the RAF
he organised political meetings
which his family say “did not
go down well with the Estab-
lishment.”

After the war, Sid and Ronnie
Blass joined other volunteers
who went to Yugoslavia to
help with post-war reconstruc-
tion work, helping build a road
between Zagreb and Belgrade.

Sid also trained as a phar-
macist.

He and his wife Ruth met at
a Communist Party meeting in
London. They married in 1955,
and moved to Leeds where he
opened a pharmacy in East End
Park, a working-class district
of the city.

Sid was active in the 1984/5
miners’ strike against pit clo-
sures.

Support groups were estab-
lished in non-mining areas
across Britain, many of them
“twinning” with individual pits
to raise money and supply food
to miners and their families,
as the Thatcher government

Sid Bloom was a truly
exceptional comrade

PETER LAZENBYays tribute to a Bevin Boy, Young Communist
League volunteer, CPB regional treasurer and a veteran socialist

QUIET GIANTSId Bloom at work in his pharmacy, and (right) Sid supports a comrade at a &Glasypmm

sought to starve the miners
back to work.

Through his pharmacy Sid
supplied women’'s sanitary
products and other essentials to
pits in West Yorkshire, includ-
ing Sharlston colliery between

Wake eld and Doncaster.

Sid was involved in 1988 in
establishing the Communist
Party of Britain (CPB), following
the internal destruction of the
CPGB, which ended in the for-
mation of the Democratic Left

and the latter’s theft of funds
and property previously owned
by the CPGB.

He became the Leeds and
Yorkshire CPB treasurer and
played a key role in fundrais-
ing to give the party in Leeds

and Yorkshire a sound nancial
footing.

Later, despite failing eye-
sight, he continued to contrib-
ute to party activities with wise
words and advice.

When he retired, his phar-

macy had served the people of
East End Park for more than
40 years.

loannis  Michaelopoulos,
who succeeded Sid as Leeds
and Yorkshire CPB treasurer
while studying at Leeds Uni-
versity, said in a message from
his home in Greece: “Sid Bloom
was my mentor.”

“His kindness, sharpness,
patience and compassion will
follow me forever. When | suc-
ceeded Sid as CPB Leeds/York-
shire treasurer, Sid planned a
smooth transition, acting as a
very smart teacher.

“His guidance was invalu-
able. | learnt so many things
from Sid that surpass book-
keeping or accountancy.

“All his pieces of advice are
kept in my mind as a precious
treasure. | now pass them on
to the next generation.”

Richard Hebbert, secretary
of West Yorkshire branch of
the CPB, said Sid’s humanity
marked him out — his interest
in the views of his comrades’
sons and daughters, his delight
at nding common ground
with a new generation.

“Communists provoke strong
feelings in people — not always
positive,” he said. “But Sid,
throughout his lifetime of serv-
ice to the party, embodied not
only the disciplined, challeng-
ing face of the party; he also
showed its human side.

“He knew how to speak to
people; he knew that paying
attention to people was the
way to gain their trust and
con dence — how else would
he have got so many people
to give so much money? The
party has lost an exceptional
comrade.”

Sid died peacefully at home
in Leeds on January 25.

He is survived by his wife
Ruth, daughters Jo and Deb,
and a large extended family.

His funeral takes place today
at 11am at Lawnswood crema-
torium in Leeds.

Communist Party

of Britain

Yorkshire District

Remembers Comrade

Sid Bloom

Former district treasurer and lifelong

Party member

Workers of all countries unite

Communist Party

of Britain

West Yorkshire Branch

Salutes an exceptional comrade

Sid Bloom

a lifetime of service to people and Party

Communist.
A quiet giant
of the Labour
Movement.

Salud,
Roy Ormond

SYDNEY (SID) BLOOM
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FICTION

Land of Smoke signals rediscovery of a great Latin-America

Land of Smoke

by Sara Gallardo
(Pushkin Press, £12)

TO READ this collection of
masterfully crafted short sto-
ries by Sara Gallardo, rst pub-
lished in 1977 and now trans-
lated for the rst time into
English by Jessica Sequeira, is
to be immersed in a dazzling
and at times hallucinatory
world.

Gallardo, scion of a patri-
cian family of Spanish origin

in Argentina, was a descendant
of Bartolome Mitre, President
of Argentina from 1862 to 1868,
and the name of her grandfa-
ther Angel Gallardo, a civil
engineer, scientist and politi-
cian, now adorns a busy sub-
way station in Buenos Aires.
In contrast with her illustri-
ous ancestors, Gallardo became
an unconventional and auda-
cious gure and was a much-
coveted author during the
1960s and 1970s in Argentina.
She died at the relatively young
age of 56 in 1988, by which

time she had made a
name for herself as a
writer and journalist.
She wrote ve nov-
els, three children’s
books and a collection
of short stories but
her popularity waned

the unusual twists and
turns of her narratives
about peculiar char-
acters and situations
and that's certainly
the case with Land of
Smoke.

Here are tales of

in Latin America after
her death. Her books were not
reprinted in her native coun-
try but she has been recently
rediscovered as a major author,
especially by a younger genera-
tion of readers and writers.
Gallardo’'s success lies in

a strange mountain
cave in the Andean cordillera
harbouring a soldier escaping
a monster, the life of a French
lover bought as a present in
Paris by an elusive Argentinean
general turned president in the
19th century and the a story

of a suburban garden lovingly
tended by a pensioner which
mysteriously disappears under
rising water.

Fascinating and strangely
unsettling, they encompass
the historical, the everyday
and the otherworldly and they
are populated by characters
and places from an Argentina
that no longer exists, a fantas-
tical country conceived by an
author with an inexhaustible
imagination.

Gallardo rightly deserves to
be better known in the Eng-

lish-speaking world for her
distinctive and idiosyncratic
prose and for her great talent
as a true storyteller.

This collection should be
ranked alongside other great
works of ction by Latin Amer-
ican female writers of the so
called post-Boom movement,
from the Chilean Isabel Allende
to the Argentinean Luisa Valen-
zuela and from the Puerto Rican
Giannina Braschi and the Uru-
guayan Cristina Peri Rossi to
the Mexican Elena Poniatowska.

LEO BOIX

Fire and Fury: How the
US Isolates North Korea,
Encircles China and Risks
Nuclear War in Asia

by TJ Coles
(Clairview Books, £10.99)

HIS short book by
British academic
TJ Coles will per-
haps not receive
as much atten-
tion as another
recently released work on Don-
ald Trump that shares its name.
Itis, nonetheless, an important
and insightful book, providing
as it does an alternative view-
point on the escalating crisis
over Korea and in promoting an
urgent message of peace.

Coles’s primary aimis to dis-
mantle the idea that the Demo-
cratic People’s Republic of Korea
(DPRK) is a serious danger to
regional and global stability and
that it is an aggressive nuclear
state that deserves to be “met
with re and fury like the world
has never seen,” as threatened
by the US president.

The ball is in the US’s court
in terms of promoting denu-
clearisation and de-escalation.
The DPRK has stated many
times that it would be willing
to end its nuclear programme in
exchange for diplomatic recog-
nition by the US, an end

CURRENT AFFAIRS

The real threat
{0 peace In Asia

CARLOS MARTINEZcommends TJ Coles’s book on t
global dangers posed by US sabre-rattling in the regia

DEFENDING AGAINST
AGGRESSIONVlissiles
on display during a
military parade in
Pyongyang, North Korea

to sanctions and a guar-
antee against regime
change operations.

In a world where Iraq,
Libya or Yugoslavia can
be “taken out” by Nato,
such demands are not
unreasonable. Coles

The DPRK has invaded
and bombed not a single
country, unlike the US,
which has invaded and
bombed dozens. On top
of that, the US maintains
a permanent threat of
nuclear annihilation,

catalogues the numer-

ous attempts made by the
North Korean government to
conduct substantive negotia-
tions with the US and South
Korea, only to have its e orts
frustrated by successive White
House regimes.

Coles makes it clear that it is
the US, not the DPRK, that is the
serious threat to peace. He notes
that Western media very con-
veniently hide the fact that the
US refuses to adopt a no- rst-use
policy when it comes to nuclear
weapons and that China, Rus-
sia and North Korea each have
a general “no- rst-use” policy.

an example being using
B52 nuclear-enabled bombers in
joint military exercises with
South Korea.

Its deployment of the Termi-
nal High Altitude Area Defence
(THAAD) missile “defence”
system is highly dangerous
and provocative. It is aimed
not only or, indeed, primarily
at preventing North Korean
aggression but at containing
and threatening China. The
THAAD system, much like
Reagan’s “Star Wars,” seeks to
render other countries’ nuclear
weapons redundant, thereby
expanding possibilities for

the US to engage in nuclear
blackmail.

The take-home message
from the book is that we must
demand an end to US warmon-
gering and bullying, expose the
attempts to paint the DPRK as a
threat to regional stability and
support multilateral negotia-
tions towards a lasting peace.

But it's a book that's not
without aws. Without any real
analysis of the subject, Coles
writes o the DPRK’s political
system as “despicable” and,
while it’s the case that its form
of socialism is certainly quirky,
and its leadership makes mis-
takes, it's important for the
Western left not to universal-
ise its own idiosyncratic culture
and take an arrogant attitude
towards those who don't fol-
low it.

The DPRK'’s vision of social-
ism incorporates elements of

Korean nationalism and neo-
Confucianism that, while
not Marxist, bridge the gap
between strongly entrenched
traditions and modern social-
ist ideas.

Much the same could be
said about Latin American lib-
eration theology and its com-
bination of socialist ideology
with Christian teaching. When
assessing a political culture,
we should be careful to avoid
subtly bolstering imperialist
cultural hegemony.

Another criticism is that the
book is not terribly well organ-
ised, moving unpredictably
from well-sourced and prop-
erly referenced sections to bold,
unsubstantiated statements.

Defects aside, Fire and Fury
is an important book that
deserves to be read by all those
who wish to see peace on the
Korean peninsula.

LABOUR HISTORY

Key moment in
Coventry’s labour
movement history

Our History: Pamphlet 17
Graham Stevenson

mmunist Party History Group,

r51.50)

IN THIS two-part issue of a new
series of pamphlets on work-
ing-class history, Coventry-born
Graham Stevenson explores the
city’s munitions strike of 1917
and the associated rise of the
shop stewards movement there.

Coventry’s radical traditions
go back to its siding

elitist and largely out of touch.
This shop stewards’ move-
ment became the chief factor
in opposing government and
employer plans to massively
increase production while ignor-
ing workers' rights and using the
war as an excuse to impose dra-
conian employment practices.
In June 1915, the Munitions
Act was introduced, mak-
ing strikes illegal and action
restricting output a criminal
oence. This, however, failed
to prevent stewards

with the Parliamentar-
ians during the English
revolution of 1642, but
here Stevenson exam-
ines the radicalism of
the early 20th century.
As a result of the

from pushing for better
conditions. A year later
a wave of strikes swept
the country, including
Coventry, and it shook
the government out of
its complacency.

increased demands
made on the country
during the rst world war, Cov-
entry became a centre of muni-
tions and vehicle manufactur-
ing employing many thousands.

In 1901, the population of the
city was 70,000 but, by 1914, it
had already risen to 125,000 and
it boasted Britain’s largest con-
centration of vehicle and muni-
tions manufacturing.

With many young men called
up and sent to the front, an
acute shortage of labour devel-
oped. As a result, those remain-
ing in the factories gained lever-
age to push through demands
for better conditions and higher
wages and it also resulted in
increasing numbers of women
joining the workforce.

The complete supplanting
of old handicrafts by factory-
based mass production during
the early part of the century had
radicalised the workforce. Bur-
geoning socialist groups were
formed in the city and found
eager adherents. They helped
focus and support demands for
workers' rights and initiated the
election of shop stewards to rep-
resent workers at the grassroots
level — the o cial unions were
then still very much craft-based,

As news of the Rus-
sian revolution rever-
berated around the globe in
1917, sympathy and solidarity
swept working-class communi-
ties in Britain too. That same
year saw 688 disputes involv-
ing 860,000 workers taking
strike action. These strikes
demonstrated the new power
wielded by shop stewards and
their organising ability, forcing
employers to negotiate directly
with them.

By November of that year,
there were around 1,000 shop
stewards active in Coventry’'s
main factories. Industrial strikes
were soon accompanied by rent
strikes, demanding lower council-
house rents and better housing.

Stevenson has undertaken
meticulous research into this
period and provides interesting
detail about the emergence of the
shop stewards’ movement and on
several colourful individuals who
led it. This is the sort of history
rarely covered by the mainstream
and it provides a valuable insight
into a key moment of working-
class history.

Available from communist-party.
org.uk/shop
JOHN GREEN
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WEATHER OUTLOOK

TODAY

Dry for the majority with
widespread frost. Snow
showers will move
across eastern parts

of the UK during the
evening, turning heavier
and more widespread
overnight. Windy too.

NEXT FEW DAYS

Very cold with strong
easterly winds giving
signi cant wind chill.
Snow showers becom-
ing more widespread
day on day, with the
largest snowfalls across
eastern Britain. Disrup-
tion is likely for many.

CONTACT US

GENERAL ENQUIRIES
William Rust House

52 Beachy Road,

London E3 2NS
enquiries@peoples-press.com
(020) 8510-0815

(Mon-Fri 10am-5pm)

CIRCULATION
Bernadette Keaveney

CAMPAIGNS
Calvin Tucker

ADVERTISING
Mosh qur Noor
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(020) 8510-0815 ext. 205

Tell us what you'd like to see
more of in your paper!Email
editorial@peoples-press.com
with your ideas

Fighting Fund

YOU'VE RAISED: WE NEED:

£10,710 £7,29

PANIC stations comrades! Man
the gunwales, spruce the crow’s
nest! Toe that shirtin lad! The
end of the month is somewhat
nigh!

Our ship is in choppy nan-
cial waters this 28-day month
as we near the shoals of March
with a seven grand hole in our

circulation@peoples-press.com steering wheel — the weekend

take is yet to be counted of
course.

But as we try to fathom how
deep we are in the marina our
guns are ring on all cylinders.

Piratical privateers are
circling the mainland ring
bizarre broadsides at our allies,
and we won't be left wanting.

Today we're putting our peri-
scope on the Labour Brexit plan
in a more reasoned way than
the Daily Spyrograph or the EU
Guardian.

The former, fresh from snap-
ping its own mast by steering
straight into Hurricane Czech,
is now biting on the cutlass of
losing free trade deals.

The latter is temporarily
changing tack with Corbyn's
rose hastily being painted on
its sails — apparently antipathy
towards democratic socialism
takes a back seat to retaining
access to the port of Brussels.

While they muck about
in the shallows however our
socialist sailboat is ploughing
deeper waters, o ering a left
take that lacks elsewhere.

Which makes this fund
vitally important to avoid a
beaching.

If youd like me to stop using
these excruciating and inac-
curate naval metaphors, you
know where to donate.

campaigns@peoples-press.com

Give by post...

Payable to PPFF to:

Fighting Fund, 52 Beachy Rd, London E3 2NS

phone... and online
From 10am-5pm on morningstaronline.co.uk/
(020) 8510-0815 pages/support-us

DAILY SUDOKU Expert

Solution tomorrow...

Previous solutions

Weekend crossword vy

Yesterday’s sudoku

QUIZMASTER with William Sitwell

TODAY’S QUESTION

SATURDAY’S ANSWERS

1. Which Carry On Im is set at the
Helping Hands o ce? Carry On
Regardless

2. True or false: conch shells can be used
as musical instruments. True. Conch

the world

‘The Switzerland of the Middle
East’ was a nickname for
which country?

What items of street furniture
in Britain can be “Penfold"?

Which modern artist did a
portrait of himself with seven
ngers in 1913?

musical instruments can be found all over

3. In taxonomy, what rank comes between
class and family?

Order

and radio preview with Amy Smith

Berry bounces back from BBC Bake C
spat with a homely show of her own

THERE'S two opportunities

Sonight to slouch on the sofa
with a microwave meal and
watch people craft culinary
delights on the screen. First
up s,
(8.30pm BBC1) where the
indefatigable boss of baking
walks us through such clas-
sic comforts as slow-cooked
lamb shanks, eggs benedict
and meatballs.

And if you're still craving
more shots of whisking, the
latest series of Masterchef
(9pm BBC1) kicks o with 56
hopefuls donning oven mitts
and aprons to try their very
best and not to leave in the
rst week.

Regular soft-hearted judges
John Torode and Greg Wal-
lace return as willing victims
to taste-test overcooked and

under-seasoned dishes in their
never-ending quest to nd the

Classic Mary Berry

best British amateur chef.
Their reward? A blank cheque
to bring all the foodie puns to
the table.

If you like your cases more
police-based than pastry, Anna
Friel returns as aky cop Detec-
tive Backland in Marcella (9pm
ITV). On top of trying to crack a
grisly child murder, the victim
of which just so happens to be
a schoolmate of her son, Back-
land gets closer to the root of
her blackouts.

This week, her investigation
brings her to an ageing pop star
and — rather timely — a charity
boss for their possible connec-
tion to a paedophile ring. The
pay-o to watching such an
uncomfortable storyline is get-
ting to watch protocol y out
of the window as she hunts the
perpetrators down.

Now, lunchtime might not
seem like the an appropriate

moment to dive into heavy feel-
ings but simply let the stellar
trio of Clark Gable, Marilyn
Monroe and Montgomery Clift
carry the burden of desperate
loneliness in early 1960s mas-
terpiece The Mis ts (1.15pm,
Film4).

Dictators wouldn't necessar-
ily be the rst group of people
you would think need a self-
help book but that's exactly
what Oxford politics professor
James Tilley sets out to create
in The Dictator’s Survival Guide
(8.30pm Radio 4).

Tilley, who specialises in
public opinion, lays out exactly
what it takes for an authori-
tarian to stay in power. This
all might sound like a bit of
tongue-in-cheek silliness but
it quickly becomes a fascinat-
ing insight into how people
can be controlled and manip-
ulated.
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PENSIONS

Working until you drop
cannot be the answer

THERE has been much debate
recently about living longer
and working till you drop. The
whole context of extending the
retirement age is ridiculous.
Given that 50 per cent of jobs
are going to disappear in the
next couple of decades, why
should anyone contemplate
people working into their sev-
enties and beyond?

The ongoing automation rev-
olution is bringing about dra-
matic developments across the
world, like the introduction of a
universal basic income —this is
in order to sustain capitalism.

How does making people
work longer t into this sce-
nario? In reality, the opposite
should be the case with peo-
ple having more leisure time
and retiring early. The ageing
conversation is also always
conducted within the comfy
con nes of white collar work.
What construction worker
wants to be working at 70?

The idea that everyone is liv-
ing longer and this is in some

HEAVY LABOBRould we expect people in manual jobs to work into their seventies?

way an irreversible trend is

absurd. Since the austerity
agenda was adopted by the
Tories in 2010, the extension of
life expectancy has halted and
in many areas of the country

is in reverse.

There is also the increas-
ingly sedentary nature of
so much work added to the
obesity epidemic across soci-
ety — when these things are
taken into account, how can
the assertion that everyone

live longer be sustained?
The conversation should be
about how everyone can live
together better in community,
not for how long?
PAUL DONOVAN
London E11

GDREThis statue of Lenin
stood in United Nations
Square, Berlin until 1991

EUROPE

Concrete dreams of soclalism

AN OLD friend of mine who
was brought up in the Ger-
man Democratic Republic was
shocked that | campaigned for
Brexit.

He asked what had hap-
pened to the dream of a Europe
without nation states. | said |
had never dreamed of such a
Europe: | had dreamed instead
of a Europe of socialist states.

Alas, the European social-

ist states became -capitalist,
and the GDR disappeared alto-
gether.

A basic Marxist tenet is a
“concrete analysis of a concrete
situation.”

Lenin wrote a century ago
about the suggested “United
States of Europe” — in the
plural. Much has changed since
then, and | am more concerned
about the current EU drive

GRAHAM STEVENSON explores the Star's online arctgve

80 YEARS AGO TODAY...

Attlee is censored in cinemas as Chamberlain

towards ever closer economic
and political union, with its
own armed forces etc.

The current concrete reality
is that an imperialist EU super-
state is already in the process
of construction. That is what
we should concentrate on pre-
venting, Brexit is an excellent

rst step.
TONY BRISCOH
South Ockendon

FRANK PITCAIRN in the Daily

Worker of February 26 1938
revealed that the virtual certainty of
world war was dividing Britain’s rul-
ing elite in the face of inability to rule
in the old way. In response, Britain
began to stir, as the people rallied
against the government.

Meanwhile, in Spain, “German and
Italian guns, shells, tanks and airplanes
mass for new attack upon our lines”,
while the government planned the
nancing of Fascist armaments. “We are
moving into the greatest struggle we
have known to save peace, save Spain,
save Britain.”

It was now clear that Anthony Eden
and Lord Cranborne had resigned
because the government had “yielded
to blackmail”. Austria had been lost,
even though Britain's ambassador urged
a stand against aggression, but Prime

Minister Neville Chamberlain refused.
Cinemagoers in Manchester and Ches-
ter were some of the onliy
to hear a radio talk in wi
leader of the Labour Party
Clement Attlee criticised]!
Chamberlain before the
news reel was pulled.
Paramount Im service
rang cinemas across
the country asking for
that section to be cut
due to concerns ove
impartiality, an argumentit
the political correspondeent
calls “hardly convincingg.’
Hitler was stoking up
machine and Fascist governments
pressed for more and more power “over
territory that is important for war mate-
rials”.
The duplicity of the policy of non-

intervention in Spain became glaringly
obvious, as Britain began independent

Italy and Germany

“direct war

to  Britain”,

hamberlain seriously

considered “joint Anglo-

Italian action” against
Spanish democracy. The
h ambassador in Ber-

ived demands for war

loans, a pact with Germany and its
allies “against Bolshevism”, and the cur-
tailing of the British press. Newspaper
chiefs were even called to Downing
Street and “told they must support the

government.”

MONEY

No magic or
mystery around
economic de cit

FRANK FRIEDMANN (M Star matched by increases in goods

February 9) seems incredibly
confused about what should
be basic economics.

All tax revenues are paid
into the government’s general
bank account at the Bank of
England, the consolidated fund.
Payments out of this account
constitute public spending. The
di erence between revenues
and payments produce either
a surplus or de cit on its bank
account, just like a personal
account.

For 2018-19, it is expected
that total payments out of
the consolidated fund will be
around £809 billion and rev-
enues £769 billion, a de cit of
£40 billion.

Governments have to borrow
cash from the capital markets
to cover the current de cit
and this borrowing is added
to the national debt. This has
to be repaid over time and with
interest.

Money is created by the
central bank and the total
face value of all money rep-
resents the total value of
goods, assets and service
in the economy, or capital.

Governments can “bor-
row” direct from the central
bank to pay for spending and
this results in the creation
of new money and increase
in the total money supply. If
this increase in money is not

and service, in ation will result
to devalue the currency.

In ation is handy in that it
reduces the real value of the
historic national debt and
reduces the burden of repay-
ment.

There is nothing compli-

cated, mystical or magical
about any of this.
An important  Marxist

enhancement to basic eco-
nomic theory is that taxation
inthe nal analysis falls on the
income and wealth of the capi-
talist class. That is why much
of modern bourgeois political
debate is driven by how big the
state should be and how much
the capitalist class collectively
is prepared to pay as tax out of
the surplus value created by the
working class.

ANDREW NORTHALL
Kettering
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DEATHS

Rising Greek mortality is the real |
impact of harsh austerity measure

JIM DENHAM (M Star Febru-
ary 20) rightly warns us that
relying on quotes from authori-
ties is not a good way to debate.
Unfortunately, he then cited
several authorities to back his
claim that staying in the EU
is the progressive choice. Tell
that to the people of Greece.
From the beginning of this
year, the Greek government
stopped publishing the usual
monthly statistics of births and
deaths. Why?

The annual total of deaths
in 2017 was 123,700, up from

118,623 in 2016. The total in
2013 was only 70,830.

Before the nancial crisis,
the total was usually around
60,000.

What caused this massive
increase in mortality? The aus-
terity measures imposed by the
EU and the IMF have destroyed
Greece’s national health service
and imposed poverty, which in

turn caused hunger, a lack of
heating and a huge increase in
the number of suicides.

WILL PODMORE
London E12

BREXIT

Enough of this European supersta

JIM DENHAM (M Star Feb-
ruary 20) tries to justify a
United States of Europe on
the basis that some notable
Marxists — Lenin, Babel, etc
— called for a such a thing.
Frankly, | don't believe for
one second — and | sincerely
hope that Mr Denham does
not either — that when the
likes of Lenin were calling

for a United States of Europe
they would ever, in their
wildest dreams, have imag-
ined that the EU (not Europe)
would be as it is today: no
democracy, mass exploitation
of humans and a quest for
war. | could go on and on,
enough of this nonsense.
PAUL DORAN

Dublin
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QRUGBY UNION: SIX NATIONS

Tunnel fracas a
distraction from

Scots’ ‘great’ win

by Our Sports Desk

ENGLAND have been told by Six
Nations chiefs to explain the tun-
nel fracas involving Owen Farrell
at Murray eld on Saturday.

The Rugby Football Union and
their Scottish counterparts have
been asked to provide accounts
of the scu e that took place
shortly before Eddie Jones'’s
men were defeated 25-13 in a
pulsating Calcutta Cup match.

Television footage appears to
show a clash between Farrell,
England’s inside centre, and
Scotland No 8 Ryan Wilson that
ended when they were pulled
apart by teammates.

The incident unfolded as
the players left the pitch and
entered the tunnel upon com-
pletion of their warm-ups.

Once the wunions have
responded, tournament organ-
isers will decide whether to
launch an investigation or ini-
tiate disciplinary proceedings.

When the fracas was picked
up by broadcasters during

the interval, Martin Johnson
quipped in his role as pundit
that it was “England’s highlight
so far | think,” summarising a
dismal rst half in Edinburgh.

Jones repeatedly denied
knowledge of what had taken
place, as did every player from
both teams when asked for
their version of events. Scot-
land captain John Barclay said
he was in the toilet at the time.

“In all seriousness, | don't
know about it,” Jones claimed.
“If there was, we shouldn't let
that detract from a great Scot-
land victory.”

England trailed 22-6 at half-
time as Finn Russell orches-
trated a blistering series of tries
that saw Huw Jones cross twice
before Sean Maitland nished a
dazzling third that swept from
touchline to touchline before
concluding in the left corner.

Jones pointed out that his
champions had won the second
half 7-3, mainly thanks to Far-
rell's well-taken try, but Scotland
were already out of sight having
dominated the breakdown.

QRUGBY UNION: SIX NATIONS

Wales need ‘tid
up’ before Azzu

by Our Sports Desk

WALES hooker Ken
Owens has lamented his
side’s poor discipline

that e ectively saw the
whistle blown on their Six
Nations title hopes.

A 37-27 defeat against
championship favourites
and leaders Ireland in
Dublin means Wales'’s
wait for a rst Six Nations
crown since 2013 is set to
continue.

Ireland’s bonus-point
victory mirrored over-
whelming domination of
possession and territory,
while Wales'’s nine penal-
ties conceded equalled the
total in their previous two
games against Scotland
and England combined.

“There are plenty of
positives, but we need to
tidy up that discipline
issue we probably had out
there,” Owens said.

“We conceded nine pen-
alties, and it does frus-
trate your game. It stops
your momentum and we
have just got to be a little
more accurate.

“In the rst half, prob-
ably our discipline cost
us, giving them some easy
outs and giving them ter-
ritory in our half, which
they took full advantage
of. We can’'t have had
more than 20 per cent
possession and territory
in that rst half.

“It is frustrating that
we put ourselves under
pressure at times.”

Despite tries from
Gareth Davies, Aaron
Shingler and Ste Evans,
Wales slipped to a sec-
ond successive loss on
the road, leaving next
month’s Cardi appoint-
ments with Italy and
France very much a case
of trying to clean up.

Wales head coach War-
ren Gatland looks set to
make changes for the
Azzurri's visit on March 11
— wing George North mov-
ing to centre could be one
of them — and Owens says
there must be no let-up.

“Italy have been danger-
ous, to be fair to them.
They’ve scored tries, so
they are not going to be a
walkover.”

CRICKENew Zealand's Mitchell
Santner hits the winning runs
during yesterday’s one-day
international against England in
Hamilton. It was New Zealand’s
ninth straight ODI victory, and
there are four left in the ve-
game series against England.

ri
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LIVELY WEST HAM STI
MATCH FOR SURGING

PREMIER LEARUOEC Mohamed Salah reaches total of 31 goals in all competitions

Liverpool 4-1 West Ham
by James Nalton
at An eld

LIVERPOOL transferred their
Champions League dominance
to the Premier League on Sat-
urday, seeing o0 a surprisingly
enterprising West Ham side.

David Moyes discounted the
idea that this game was in some
ways a free hit for his team in
a game they weren't expected
to win, but his 5-3-2 formation
boasted attacking players such
as Marco Arnautovic, Manuel
Lanzini and Joao Mario.

“It was a tough day, but we
played a good team in form,”
said Moyes.

“We've done quite well
against the top teams since I've
been at the club, and | thought
for periods today we also did
quite well.

“Liverpool were creating
opportunities and with the
players they have got at their
disposal, they're always going
to do that.”

West Ham almost took the
lead when Arnautovic evaded
Virgil van Dijk before attempt-
ing an audacious chip over
Loris Karius. The Liverpool
goalkeeper did brilliantly to
get ngertips to the ball and
divert it onto the bar.

A set-piece goal gave the hosts
the lead when Emre Can headed
in Mohamed Salah’s corner, but

more free- owing football was
to come in the second half.

Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain
did well to knock the ball
through to Salah, who took his
tally to 31 in all competitions.

This has led to comparisons
with Luis Suarez, whose most
productive season at Aneld
produced the same number of
goals. Salah has plenty of time
to surpass it, and looks unstop-
pable in front of goal.

Roberto Firmino scored the
third, taking Can'’s pass in his
stride before evading Adrian
and turning a no-look shot
into the empty net in front of
the Kop.

Substitute Michail Antonio
pulled one back for the visitors,

but Sadio Mane restored Liver-
pool’s three-goal cushion later
in the second half.

“To get the points is very
important. In this situation we
all put pressure on each other
with results. That is how it
is,” said Reds manager Jurgen
Klopp of the battle at the top
of the table.

“You have no time to rest. If
you waste one point it's like,
‘wow’. All the others are y-
ing so you have to y as well.
It is really intense for all the
teams involved, for all the play-
ers involved.

“We play Chelsea late in the
season, Manchester United in
two weeks. Very decisive”
games.
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FORGING AHEADMMohamed
Salah (top) and Sadio Mane

QMEN'’S FOOTBALL: PREMIER LEAGUE

Back-to-back victories boost
Terriers’ hopes of survival

West Brom 1-2 Hudders eld
by Simon Williams
at the Hawthorns

DAVID WAGNER believes that
his squad’s “togetherness” has
been the key to success in Hud-
ders eld Town's rst season in
the Premier League.

Following a 4-1 victory over
Bournemouth in their last
league outing, the Terriers
recorded back-to-back wins for
the rsttime since their open-
ing two xtures of the season,
beating West Bromwich Albion
2-1 and leaving the Black Coun-

try side rooted to the foot of
the table.

But unlike the Baggies, who,
in the wake of “taxi-gate”
where Jonny Evans, Gareth
Barry, Jake Livermore and Boaz
Myhill were spoken to by police
investigating the alleged theft
of a taxi in Barcelona, look
bereft of ideas and destined for
the drop, Hudders eld looked
up for the ght to stay in Eng-
lish football's top tier.

“I've said before that for all
the teams the pressure is on for
sure, there’s no doubt about it,”
said Wagner.

“But if we speak about pres-

sure in our football club what
is going on in a football club
like West Brom, Southampton,
Crystal Palace and West Ham
United? So | think we are in a
very good position.

“We have some advantages
and our biggest advantage is
our togetherness and the trust
and belief in each other that
we've known from day one
when we met in the pre-season
is what it's all about.

“It about ghting and work-
ing to stay up, we've never had
anything else in our head.”

And following Saturday’s
win, Wagner is hoping his side

can maintain their momentum
to ensure their Premier League
status for next season.

“There are a lot of teams
involved in this ght to survive
and we are one of them,” said
the German.

“We had our dip but a few
weeks ago we built up momen-
tum with good results and
good performances like this
one which was good enough
to beat West Brom in a very
important game.

“And now it's about keeping
this momentum and making
sure we can collect further
points.”

SCOTTISH PREMIERSHIP:
Celtic captain Scott Brown
celebrates after his side’s
10th straight victory over
Aberdeen, with the 2-0 win
restoring their nine-point

lead at the top of the table.

Watford 1-0 Everton
by Samantha Miller
at Vicarage Road

TROY DEENEY piled the pres-
sure on the Everton defence to
gift Watford a 1-0 lead, securing
the Hornets three points at the
nal whistle.

“It was two teams desperate
not to lose, with the way the
table is,” the Watford captain
said. “We don't want to lose a
home game and Everton want
to keep a gap from the bottom.”

Deeney caused Everton prob-
lems pressing high up the pitch,
which opened up an opportu-
nity when Jordan Pickford red
a goal kick into the back of
Deeney. Watford couldn't quite
capitalise on that, but moments
later the skipper blasted the ball
into the back of the net when
his second opportunity arose.

QMEN’S FOOTBALL: PREMIER LEAGUE

Bubb puts new

side into semis

FA TROPHNealdstone are
the only team through to the
semi- nals so far after Bradley
Bubb’s hat-trick helped them
to a 5-2 win at Billericay.
Gateshead came from three
down to draw 3-3 at Leyton
Orient, with a last-minute
Richard Peniket’s equaliser.
National League North
side Spennymoor drew 0-0 at
Bromley, the highest-ranked
team left in the competi-
tion, and Stockport needed a
Jimmy Ball equaliser to force
a 1-1 draw with Brackley.

Al-Quds in 2nd pla
on goal di erence

WEST BANK LEAGKIE:
al-Khaleel (Hebron) lead
by three points after they
won 1-0 at Markz Balata
(Nablus) and Shabab al-
Khaleel (Hebron) drew 0-0
with Shabab al-Dhahiriya.

Hilal al-Quds moved
into second place on goal
di erence after they
thrashed Shabab Dora
(Hebron) 5-0.

Taraji Wadi al-Nes beat
Jabal al-Mukaber (Al-
Ram) 2-0, Shabab Alsamu
saw 0 Thaga Tulkarem
3-1 and Al-Birah Institu-
tion won 2-0 at bottom
club Shabab al-Khader.

Crusaders charge
into the distance

NORTHERN IRELAND:
saders maintained their
two-point lead in the Irish
Premiership, with a game
in hand, after a comforta-
ble 3-1 win over Ballymena.
Coleraine kept up the
pressure in second by edging
out Warrenpoint 1-0, Glena-
von squeezed past Carrick
2-1, Lin eld won 3-0 at Ards
and new Glentoran boss Ron-
nie McFall led his side to a
1-0 victory over Cliftonville.
club Ballinamal-

Deeney eyes up next xturgs:=:
after home win over To eeShamps cork ma

Deeney hadn't scored from
open play since April 2017
against West Bromwich Albion,
the club the striker was linked
to in the transfer window.

Watford face bottom-of-
the-table West Brom next in
the league and the man of the
match wants to make sure no
points are dropped.

“I'm not remotely bothered
[about scoring from open play],
it's about performances for the
team. It doesn’t matter if | don't
score as long as I'm contribut-
ing.

“The win only matters if you
follow it up — we’ve got West
Brom next week and there’s no

point winning one and losing
three or four.”

The Hornets will be looking
to take advantage of a strug-
gling West Brom side after beat-
ing both Everton and Chelsea
to help them climb to 10th in
the table.

Watford loanee Gerard Deu-
lofeu has caught the pundits’
attention since arriving from
Barcelona.

The winger faced his former
club Everton and recently
revealed the pressure faced
playing for Barcelona at a
young age. “People say that they
think you are Messi, that makes
things very di cult.” But play-

ing against tough opposition in
training has de ned Deulofeu’s
standards.

The highly rated wide player
limped o injured against his
former club, but so far he has
only impressed in a Watford
shirt. “I came here because |
feel Watford is a good team in
the Premier League and the
right club to help me become
a top football player.”

With 10 games left to go, Deu-
lofeu will help Watford secure a
spot in the Premier League after
a spell of losses under Marco
Silva which put Watford in a
di cult position in the league
table, before Javi Gracia arrived.

it two for two

REPUBLIC OF IRELAND:
Champions Cork City are
now the only team with
a 100 per cent record in
the League of Ireland
Premiership following
their 2-0 win over newly
promoted Waterford.
Bohemians are second
and Limerick third after
their 1-1 draw, St Patrick’s
Athletic won 2-1 at Bray
and Shamrock Rovers
drew 0-0 with Dundalk.
Bottom club Derry went
down 2-1 at Sligo and are
still completely pointless.
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Lukaku breathes life
Into struggling United

Belgian notches up 13th goal as both sides look to nd their feet

Manchester Utd 2-1 Chelsea
by Simon Williams
at Old Tra ord

MAN of the match Romelu
Lukaku scored his rst goal of
the season against a team cur-
rently in the top eight of the
Premier League as Manchester
United beat Chelsea 2-1 at Old
Tra ord yesterday afternoon.

The Belgian cancelled out
Willian's opening goal before
substitute Jesse Lingard secured
the victory with his 13th goal of
the season in all competitions.

United went into the game
having won just one of their last
14 matches in all competitions
against Chelsea, while the Blues
had won just two of their last
nine away matches in all competi-
tions and were looking to regain
a top-four place after slipping to
fth following Spurs’ win over
Crystal Place earlier in the day.

And it was the away side who
started the brighter of the two
and came close to opening the
scoring after just ve minutes,
Alvaro Morata side-footing a Mar-
cos Alonso cross onto the bar.

Eden Hazard, who had set up
the initial move with an exqui-
site pass to Alonso on the left
wing, attempted to capitalise
on the rebound but saw his
e ort nestle somewhere in
amongst the supporters stood
in the Stretford End.

With Chelsea dominating
possession it took United until
just before the half-hour mark
to threaten their opponents’
goal, but Andreas Christensen
blocked a Lukaku half-chance

ON FORMRomelu Lukaku scores Manchester United’s rst goal against Chelsea at@yeJterday afternoon

before Alexis Sanchez shot
straight at Thibaut Courtois.

And Mourinho'’s side would
rue those missed chances as
moments later they were cut
open by neat passing between
Hazard and Willian which cul-
minated in the Brazilian lash-
ing the ball past David de Gea
at the near post.

But Chelsea’s lead lasted just
seven minutes as the Red Devils
opened up the Blues’ defence
with some intricate passing of
their own, Sanchez playing a
neat pass into Anthony Martial

who in turn found Lukaku, who
had played 10 games without
scoring before this match and
slotted the ball past Courtois
from eight yards out.

Antonio Conte’s side failed to
restore their lead with e orts
from Alonso and Morata as the
game went into the break all
square.

The second half started
scrappily, with Chelsea hav-
ing to settle with long-range
e orts from Morata and Danny
Drinkwater to try to restore
their lead.

United’s best e ort came
midway through the half when
Lukaku's Rooney-esque over-
head kick was tipped over by
Courtois before De Gea, with
the mid-afternoon sun in his
eyes, was nearly embarrassed
by a long-range free-kick which
he spilled at the near post.

Thankfully for the Spaniard
he was able to gather the ball
at the second attempt.

And that save proved vital
as minutes later the home side
took the lead when Lukaku’s
defence-splitting  right-wing

cross found Lingard, who
headed the ball home.

Wiillian attempted to respond
immediately for the Blues but
his e ort was pushed to safety

by De Gea at his near post before

Morata had an e ort chalked o
for being o side.
However,

played on by Chris Smalling.
Lukaku looked to cap o his
excellent performance with a
second goal, but his powerful
70-yard run in the dying embers
of the game came to nothing.

replays showed
that the Chelsea No 9 was being

by Our Sports Desk

MARIT BJOERGEN enhanced
her status as the most success-
ful Winter Olympian of all time
with Norway'’s 14th gold of the

in the women's 30km cross-
country skiing event, taking

her fth medal of the 23rd

Winter Games and her 15th in
all. It was her eighth gold.

Bjoergen won by one minute
49.5 seconds from Krista Par-
makoski of Finland, with Stina
Nilsson of Sweden third.

The win saw Norway draw
level with Germany at the top
of the medals table with 14
golds, although Norway have
more medals, with 39 com-
pared to Germany’s 31.

The Olympic Athletes from
Russia claimed a second gold,

QWINTER OLYMPICS

Bjoergen caps o Norway'’s
e campaign with 14th gold

CHAMP:Marit Bjoergen

as the men'’s ice hockey team
secured a 4-3 extra-time victory
over Germany.

Germany had beaten Sweden
and Canada en route to the nal,
but the Russian team proved a
hurdle too far as Kirill Kaprizov
netted the decisive strike.

South Korea claimed two
silver medals on the nal day.

The hosts were beaten in the
women’s curling nal as Swe-
den struck gold.

Anna Hasselborg’'s Swedish
rink were always in control

against the South Korea team
nicknamed the “Garlic Girls”
and skipped by Kim Eun Jung.

A 3-0 seventh end gave Sweden
a 7-2 lead and South Korea con-
ceded defeat after the ninth end.

South Korea's second silver
medal of the day came from the
Olympic Sliding Centre, where
Germany’s Francesco Friedrich
piloted Germany to four-man
bobsleigh gold.

Won Yun Jong piloted the
South Korean sled to equal sec-
ond place with Nico Walther's

second Germany sled.
Friedrich also won the two-

man gold medal, although that

title was shared with Canada.

¢
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Premier League

Bournemouth 2.. 2 Newcastle Utd
Brighton 4............. 1 Swansea Cit
Burnley .1............ 1 Southamptor

Leicester City.1......... 1 Stoke City
Liverpool 4......... 1 West Ham Utdl
Watford 1......ccceeneen 0 Everton
West Brom.1 2 Hudders eld Towh
Crystal Palace.0...... 1 Tottenhan
Manchester Utd.2........ 1 Chelsega
Championship

Birmingham City.Q..... 2 Barnsle

Burton Albion Q........... 1 Millwall
Fulham 2.......... .... 0 Wolves
Leeds Utd.1...... 0 Brentford
Norwich City Q... . 0 Bolton W,

Preston NEQ....... 1 Ipswich Towin
5 Nottingham Forest
Reading 3............ 3 Derby County
She eld Weds 2....... 4 Aston Villa
Sunderland 3..... 3 Middlesbrougl

Cardi City 1............ 0 Bristol City
League One

Bristol Rovers.1 1 Scunthorpe Utd
Bury 2....covvveeeiineenns 1 Gillingham

Charlton Ath Q..... 2 Shrewsbury T
Fleetwood T.1..... 1 Milton Keyne
Northampton T Q.... 0 Oxford Utd
Peterboro’ Utd.1 1 AFC Wimbledon
Plymouth Argyle.1 0 Bradford Cit]
Portsmouth Q............ 2 Blackpool

2]

Rotherham Utd 2.... 1 Doncaster R
Walsall 1.............. . 2 Blackburn H
Wigan Athletic.1........ 0 Rochdalg
League Two

Acc’ Stanley.1... 0 Cambridge Utd
Chester eld 2..... 1 Swindon Tow/|
Colchester Utd.Q............ 1 Barnet
Forest Green R2 0 Crawley Toy

]

Grimsby Town.Q....... 1 Exeter Ciy
Lincoln City.1. 4 Crewe Alexandfa
Luton T 2..ccuueeene 2 Cheltenham T
Mans eld Town.1.. 1 Coventry City
Notts County 2........ 0 Stevenage
Port Vale Q...... 0 Newport Co AFC
Wycombe W.2....... 4 Morecambé
Yeovil Town Q.......... 1 Carlisle Ut
Scottish Premiership
Dundee Q.............. . 1 Motherwel
Hamilton Ac’ 2.... 1 Partick Thistle
Kilmarnock 2........... . 2 Hibernian
Rangers.2. 0 Hearts
St Johnstone.2..... 0 Ross County
Aberdeen Q........ccoeuueene 2 Celtic
Scottish Champs’

Falkirk O....cooeeuveees . 0 Dumbarton
Inverness CT.0.......uuuw 2 Morto

Queen ot South.0 0 Dunfermline A
St Mirren.1........... . 0 Brechin Cit

Scottish League One
Ayr Utd 3............. 0 Airdrieoniang
East Fife 2 0 Albion Rover§
Queen’s Park.2.. 2 Forfar Athleti
Raith Rovers.2........... 2 Arbroatl
Stranraer.l......... 0 Alloa Athletic

Scottish League Two
Annan Ath 2...... 0 Stenhousemui

(gl

Berwick Rangers.2.... 2 Montrose
Cowdenbeath 0....... 2 Peterheag
Edinburgh City.4....... 0 Elgin Cit]
Stirling Albion 2............... 1 Clydsg

Farringdon’s Doublégs
IN THE BULL
Wolverhampton 7:45 (nap)

INVICTA LAKE
Plumpton 4:05

Houseman'’s Choice

ANGELINA D'OR
Ling eld 1:55
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