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MPs call for price cap — telling
big six: You've been overchar
vulnerable customers for too

@ ' iate and absolute cap
h st expensive tari s.
Busi

by Lamiat Sabin
Parliamentary
Reporter

£

billion a year under the current
system and they should not be
expected to have to “constantly
defend themselves from exces-
sive prices,” the report says.
Committee  chairwoman
Labour MP Rachel Reeves
(pictured) said: “Energy is an
essential good and yet millions
of customers are ripped
o for staying loyal to
their energy provider.
“An energy price
cap is now necessary
and the government
must act urgently to
ensure it is in place
to protect customers
next winter.
“The big -
six energy /

MPs slammed the
energy companies, saying that

tl rreqt energy market is
“ G éj penalises custom-
ers who do not shop around,

aocording to the business com-
lﬂ fejort on the govern-
'stisfJenergy price cap Bill.
The committee is calling for

s Secretary Greg Clark
published draft legislation for an
absolute cap last year but refused
to guarantee that it would be in
place by next winter.

The major energy rms raised
prices again last year and failed
to act on long-term overcharg-
ing of customers on default and
standard variable tari s (SVTs),
the committee said.

It said there was a two-tier
market, with some households
paying up to £300 a year more
than others, while 12 million
customers are stuck on SVTs
or default tari s.

Customers are overpaying £1.4

~2 ior Real Change

companies might whine and
wail about the introduction
of a price cap but they’'ve been
overcharging their customers
on default and SVTs for years
and their recent feeble e orts to
move consumers o thesetari s
have only served to highlight
the need for this intervention.”

It found that the energy mar-
ket has been dysfunctional and
slammed regulator Ofgem as
“too slow and reluctant” to
intervene and protect the inter-
ests of customers, especially
those who are vulnerable.

They conclude by say-
ing in the report that
big six suppliers do not
need appeal rights to the
Competition and Markets
Authority (CMA) for this
Bill because it could
unnecessarily delay
the cap.

Turn to page 2
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QFINANCE

Barclays chargecP

for £2.2

loan to Qatar

by Sam Tobin

THE Serious Fraud O ce (SFO)
charged Barclays Bank yester-
day over a £2.2 billion loan it
provided to Qatar as part of its
emergency fundraising during
the nancial crash of 2008.

It extends a charge brought
against parent rm Barclays plc
for “unlawful nancial assist-
ance” last June.

At the time, the SFO had not
decided whether to charge the
bank unit over the loan as well,
but has now charged it with the
same o0 ence.

Barclays said in a statement
that both Barclays and Bar-
clays Bank “intend to defend
the respective charges brought
against them.”

The SFO said a date for the

rst court appearance will be
set “in due course.”

The charge relates to a loan

billion

royals and investors from Sin-
gapore.

A ve-year-long SFO investi-
gation into the fundraising cul-
minated in the decision to bring
charges against the bank and its
former executives last summer.

It marked the rstsuch crim-
inal charges to be brought in
Britain for activities during the

nancial crisis.

Barclays plc, its former chief
executive John Varley and
former senior o cials Roger
Jenkins, Thomas Kalaris and
Richard Boath are due to stand
trial at Southwark Crown Court
in January 2019.

Shadow security minister
Nick Thomas-Symonds called on
the Attorney General yesterday
to demand increased core fund-
ing for the SFO to help it “carry
out its vital work” following the
Barclays investigation.

samtobin@peoples-press|

QCOURTS

eliveroo
workers
challenge
decision

THE Independent Work-
ers’ Union of Great Britain
(IWGB) applied yesterday
for a judicial review of a
decision that Deliveroo
couriers are not classi ed
as workers.

In November, the Central
Arbitration Commit-
tee (CAC) ruled that the
company'’s couriers are not
workers and therefore are
not entitled to collective
bargaining rights, holiday
pay or the minimum wage.

The CAC stated that it
considered the substitution
clause within Deliveroo’s
rider contract, which
granted couriers the right
to nd a substitute person
to do their deliveries, to be
genuine, meaning couriers
were formally independent
contractors.

But no evidence of the
substitution clause being cor-

corectly used was heard by the

tribunal, the IWGB said in

provided by Barclays Bank to
Qatar Holding for the purpose
of acquiring shares in its hold-

arguing that the CAC incor- BEAUTIFULFirst prize winner of the Weird and Wonderful category in the Enginé&iygiaal Sciences
rectly interpreted the law. Research Council's annual photography competition shows tbe slafautter y wing and the ridges that
IWGB general secretary trap sunlight to produce a dazzling array of colours

ing company, Barclays plc.

The emergency fundrais-
ing at the centre of the
SFO case meant Barclay
avoided a government
bailout, unlike rivals
Lloyds and Royal Bank of
Scotland.

Barclays raised £11.8bn
from state-backed Qatari
investors, as well as Abu Dhabi

DAWN

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS
Thursday February 15

Everyone is welcome to come to any or all of
the below.
The ceremony will be held at:  Holly Park
Methodist Church, Crouch Hill, London N4 4BY
11:30am to 12:30pm

The burial will follow at:
Islington & Camden Cemetery 278 High Rd,
London, N2 9AG

The wake is at:
West Indian Cultural Centre
9 Clarendon Road, Hornsey, London N8 ODD
3pm to 9pm with celebration of Dawn’s life, drinks
and refreshment.

Parking will be available in all locations.
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Jason Moyer-Lee said: “The
IWGB will not stand by idly
while Deliveroo continues
to deprive its workers of
their rights because they
successfully gamed the
system, won on a technical-
ity and bene ted from a
legally questionable tribu-
nal decision.”

QFRONT PAGE

RIP-OFF B
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WHINING

FROM P10fgem and
energy suppliers claim a
major obstacle to helping
vulnerable customers is
the di culty in identifying
those in need.

Disability charity Scope
policy chief James Taylor
said many disabled people
consume more energy and
are faced with “sky-high”
bills due to their condition.

And Alex Neill of con-
sumer group Which? said:
“For millions of people pay-
ing over the odds for their
energy, the introduction of
a price cap will sound like
a positive move.

“But the government
must ensure that the price
cap does not lead to any
unintended consequences
for consumers, such as
poor customer service or
higher prices overall.”

QTRANSPORT

MPs to investigate
ever-failing East
€oast ralil franchise

Conrad Landin
nd Alan Jones

A COMMITTEE of MPs has
launched an inquiry into the
failure of the East Coast rail
franchise.

Earlier this month, Trans-
port Secretary Chris Grayling
announced that the Stage-
coach-led Virgin Trains East
Coast (VTEC) franchise would
only be able to continue in its
current form for a “very small
number of months.”

Chairwoman of the transport
committee Lilian Greenwood
said: “This failure — not once,
but three times — has drawn
criticism from all corners.

“There are serious ques-
tions to be asked of the train
operator, Network Rail and
ministers, and the transport
committee intends to ask them.

“The failure of the East Coast
franchise has wider implica-
tions for rail franchising and
the competitiveness of the cur-
rent system.”

lamiatsabin@peoples-press.com In December, after the opera-

tor complained it was proving
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QMANUFACTURING

QCARILLION

AEROSPACE FIRM TAKEOVER:
THREAT TO U.S. DEFENCE

UNIONSelf-declared ‘turnaround company’ Melrose will put short-tetmalpoge long-term industrial strategy

AN AEROSPACE takeover in
Britain threatens the national
security of the United States,
trade union Unite said yester-
day.

Investments giant Melrose is
making a hostile bid to buy up
the British rm GKN — which
supplies the US air force’s secret
military programmes.

The manufacturer is known
for its F-35 and F-18 ghter
planes and the Chinook (pic-
tured) and Blackhawk helicop-
ters.

US House of Representatives
member Neal Dunn warned
Melrose had no expertise in
armaments and only invested
in a “buy, sell, improve” fash-
ion.

And now Britain's largest
union Unite, which represents
workers at GKN's sites, has ech-
oed his criticisms.

In a letter to the committee
on foreign investment in the
US, Unite assistant general sec-
retary Steve Turner said: “Mel-

by Conrad Landin
Industrial Reporter

rose is a self-declared ‘turna-
round company’ focused on
short-term shareholder value
with the objective of disposing
of assets within three to ve
years of acquisition.

“The proposed o er is based
on share value and not industrial
strategy, with Melrose levering
a healthy GKN balance sheet in
order to fund ‘exceptional divi-
dends’ to shareholders.

“Future ownership fears are
genuine and should lead to con-
cerns with both prime contrac-
tors and governments over the
security of defence intellectual
property.”

GKN is attempting to ghto
the takeover bid by o ering a
cash payout to its shareholders.

The company is thought
to have compiled a dossier
designed to placate investors
and persuade them not to

accept the £7.4 billion oer,
which it has branded “deri-
sory.”

The defence strategy
thought to include a sell-o of
the company’s powder metal-
lurgy sector, which supplies the
automotive sector.

Unite said it was support-
ing the ghtback due to “fun-
damental concerns over the

is
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future ownership and govern-
ance structure of a ‘stripped-
out’ business.”

Melrose accused GKN of
“opportunistic nancial engi-
neering.”

Meanwhile the Campaign
Against Arms Trade suggested
the ownership of the company
was of tangential importance.

“GKN has consistently armed

repressive regimes across the
world,” the campaign’s spokes-
man Andrew Smith said.
“Regardless of its owner-
ship, the government should be
shifting its industrial strategy
into other areas of engineer-
ing, such as renewable energy,
and away from companies that
pro t from war and con ict.”
conradlandin@peoples-pres

almost

mbdi of pfloflle
out of wor ng th
collapse of outsourcing giant

Carillion reached almost
1,000 yesterday after further
job losses were announced.

The ocial receiver said
on Monday that 59 employ-
ees working on construc-
tion projects that have been
paused will leave the busi-
ness later this week.

Now 989 jobs have been
lost since Carillion went into
liquidation last month, with
6,668 jobs saved out of the
previous directly employed
workforce of 18,000.

About 4,400 of those
saved jobs are as a result of
arrangements to transfer
prison facilities manage-
ment and defence bases’
catering and cleaning con-
tracts to new providers.

A spokesman for the
receiver said: “Ongoing
employment has been con-
rmed for more than a third
of Carillion’s workforce so
far as part of the liquidation.

“There is a lot of interest
from potential purchasers in
the contracts the company

5.clativered.”

|

too costly to run, ministers
announced that the franchise
would be ended three years early.

Labour condemned the
arrangement as a “bailout”
that would e ectively o er the
company relief of up to £2 bil-
lion. The company will get out
of making the biggest premium
payments to the government,
which were weighted towards
the end of the contract.

Two previous operators of the
route, GNER and National Express
East Coast, also handed back the
keys after their own failures.

Stagecoach said VTEC was ¢
“well-run, pro table railway”
which was “continuing to meet
our contractual commitments.

But rail union RMT’s general
secretary Mick Cash said: “We
are still demanding answers as
to what is happening now and
what the operational plans are
for when Stagecoach-Virgin are

nally kicked o the job, which
Chris Grayling has already told
the Commons is likely to hap-
pen in a matter of weeks.”

He said some workers were
“now left wondering who their
sixth employer will be in lit-
tle more than two decades” and
that this was “shameful.”

A Department for Transport
o cial said: “The Transport
Secretary has been clear over
the issues facing the East Coast
rail franchise and the next
steps we will take to protect
services for passengers.

“We will work with the
transport select committee on
this inquiry.”

conradlandin@peoples-pres

QENVIRONMENT

by Conrad Landin
Industrial Reporter

NEW Rail Minister Jo Johnson’s
pledge to ban diesel trains is
more “jam tomorrow,” transport
union RMT charged yesterday.

Mr Johnson said the govern-
ment would “aspire” to phase out
“diesel-only” locomotives and
multiple units by 2040 — despite
the Tories having scrapped elec-
tri cation plans last year.

Mr Johnson said: “I would
like to see us take all diesel-
only trains o the track by 2040.

“If that seems like an ambi-
tious goal, it should be and |
make no apology for that.”

Only last summer, Transport
Secretary Chris Grayling can-
celled plans to electrify rail
lines in Wales, the Midlands
and the Lake District.

Instead, the Tories have
championed “bi-mode” trains
which can switch from electric
to diesel tracks.

Mr Johnson said such bi-
mode trains were a “good bridg-
ing technology” to a future of

5.dxattery and hydrogen power.

Star comment: p8

But the RMT said the min-

Rail unions moc
‘empty’ plans to
ban diesel trains

ister had included “the most
glaring contradictions” in his
speech, which he delivered at
the British Museum in London.
“If you were serious about
cracking on with the phasing
out of diesel trains you wouldn't
be scrapping key electri cation
projects, which will mean the

QTRANSPORT FUNDING

fL workers demand grant reinstatement

WORKERS demanded the
immediate reinstatement of
Transport for London’s grant
yesterday following reports
that TfL faces a £1 billion fund-
ing gap.

Transport union RMT said the
funding crisis could have devas-
tating consequences for safety
and services and called for the
immediate reinstatement of the
full revenue grant that is being
cut under austerity measures.

RMT general secretary Mick
Cash said he was writing to
London Minister Jo Johnson
(pictured) — part of the Depart-

ment for Transport — seeking
urgent talks on the crisis.

Mr Cash warned that indus-
trial action would be taken if
necessary against any form of
“transport austerity.”

He said the e ect of the fund-
ing gap on jobs and the econ-
omy in London could “ripple
out” across the rest of Britain.

Mr Cash said: “We don't need
politicians of any political col-
our using this issue as a politi-
cal football, we need action now
to reinstate London’s transport
grant to at least its previous lev-
els as an absolute minimum.”

commissioning of more diesel-
operated eet,” said general
secretary Mick Cash.

“Instead of promises of jam
tomorrow we need to tackle
the crisis on Britain’s railways
today and that means a planned
service, publicly owned and free
from the exploitation that has
left the British passenger paying
the highest fares in Europe.”

Mr Johnson suggested there
would be public money for devel-
oping new technology, but Mr
Cash said there should be “no
free ride” for the private sector.

A source at drivers’ union
Aslef branded the plan “all blow
and no go.”

And the Institute of Mechani-
cal Engineers noted that bi-mode
trains “emit even more emis-
sions than diesel trains” due to
the weight of their equipment.

conradlandin@peoples-pres
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QINDUSTRIAL

Guards will
take action
after bosses
fail to talk

TRAIN guards will go ahead
with industrial action on
South Western Railway from
Friday after bosses “resorted
to threats” rather than engag-
ing with sta , union RMT said
yesterday.

RMT guards and drivers will
refuse to work rest days for four
days, while guards have also
been instructed not to follow a
recent restructuring agreement.

The company sent “threatening
and intimidating” letters to union
members suggesting they will be
making “illegal” deductions to the
wages of sta to recoup losses aris-
ing from the current industrial
dispute, RMT said.

RMT general secretary Mick
Cash urged SWRto call o their
“disfraceful” attacks on sta .

“It is time for the company
to get out of the bunker, stop
threatening their sta and start
talking,” he said.

A South Western Railway
spokesman said: “By telling
their members to refuse to
work exibly they are putting
their members in breach of
their contract.”

Pic: Bradford
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STRUGGIActivists handed
in a 2,500-strong petition to
Bradford Council yesterday
urging it not to implement
huge cuts to local children’s
services.

It was the last day of a
council consultation into
plans that would see nearly

,ﬂf.&'rmm; W [ 3

*"’"”SToF

500 sta lose their jobs and
£13 million go from the
prevention and early help
services budget.

Bradford People’'s Assembly
and the Unite union held a
protest on Saturday (pictured
above) to raise public aware-
ness of the issue.

QINDUSTRIAL

16 colleges
brace for
strikes over
1% pay o er

SIXTEEN colleges are
bracing for strikes after
sta overwhelmingly
backed action over pay.
A massive 92 per cent of
sta voted for strikes on a
63 per cent turnout, with
colleges union UCU say-
ing yesterday that details
of the action — two-day
walkouts in most cases —
would be announced in
the next few days.
UCU said a “disap-
pointing” 1 per cent pay
o er from the from the
Association of Colleges in
September fails to address
years of pay suppression.
At some colleges the
dispute also includes
concerns about holiday
entitlement, workload
and observation policies.
UCU said it was ready
to negotiate to avoid dis-
ruption but that college
leaders urgently need to
address sta concerns.
General secretary
Sally Hunt said: “The
overwhelming support
for strike action at these
colleges shows the depth
of anger about continued
attempts to hold down
pay in further education.
“Strikes are always a last
resort for sta , but years
of derisory pay o ers have
failed to keep up with the
rising cost of living and
patience is wearing thin.”

QNURSING

Ministers admit axing bursa
has ‘entrenched inequality

by Lamiat Sabin
Parliamentary Reporter

MINISTERS quietly admitted
yesterday that scrapping nurs-
ing bursaries has “entrenched
inequality” for women, eth-
nic minority applicants and
mature students.

The Department for Educa-
tion’s equality analysis on the
e ect of higher education stu-
dent nance found that scrap-
ping the grants — and replac-
ing them with £9,000-a-year
fees — has discouraged people
from studying nursing because
they would have to take out stu-
dent loans to cover tuition and
the cost of living.

It follows a similarly fanfare-
free announcement on Friday
that the government will abolish
NHS bursaries for postgraduates.

Labour said it would force a

Commons vote on the new bur-
sary regulations that compound
the problem of a critical shortage
of nurses working in the NHS.

Shadow education secretary
Angela Rayner said: “The deci-
sion to scrap NHS bursaries has
already proved to be regressive
and short-sighted, contributing
to a recruitment crisis in our
NHS.

“Now we have further
proof that this government
is entrenching inequality and
disadvantage.”

Shadow health secretary
Jonathan Ashworth said: “The
NHS is su ering from severe
understa ng and the govern-
ment has failed to ensure we
have the numbers of nurses and
midwives needed to provide the
quality of care patients deserve.

“Scrapping the NHS bursary
will only deepen the crisis our
NHS faces and Labour will ght

this damaging cut every step
of the way.”

The Department for Educa-
tion admitted that women,
black and minority ethnic and
mature students are most likely
to be a ected by the decision
to scrap bursaries.

They were more likely to be
debt-averse, meaning that the
change to loans makes them less
likely to apply to study nursing.

The number of applicants for
nursing courses has fallen by over
15,000 in the period since the bur-
sary ended, data from university
application body Ucas shows.

Ms Rayner pledged: “The next
Labour government will ensure
that our NHS gets the sta that
it needs, and that every person
who wants to can access higher
education, by scrapping tuition
fees and bringing back bursaries
for nursing students.”

lamiatsabin@peoples-press.com
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QOXFAM SCANDAL

LABOUR CALLS FOR

INTO

TOP OXFAM DIRECTOR LAWRBNGEaQRHAMERd that this happened on my watch

LABOUR called for a parliamen-
tary inquiry into allegations of
sexual misconduct by overseas
charity workers yesterday as
a senior Oxfam executive
resigned over the scandal.

Oxfam o cials met Interna-
tional Development Secretary
Penny Mordaunt yesterday fol-
lowing claims the charity cov-
ered up accusations that its aid
workers had invited prostituted
women and girls to a party at
their villa in Haiti in 2011.

The charity which
received £31.7 million of gov-
ernment funding last year —
was in the country responding
to a massive earthquake which
hit capital Port-au-Prince in
2010, killing 220,000 people
and leaving 1.5 million home-
less.

An internal investigation
launched into the allegations
led to four people being sacked
for gross misconduct and three
others resigning, including
Roland van Hauwermeiren,
the country director for Haiti,

AID STAFF'S CO

QLABOUR PARTY

OBfen mayo

NI Traongs

ﬂs by Sam Tobin

who went on to work for French
charity Action for Children.

But the details of the inves-
tigation report did not come to
light until last week, when The
Times published details of what
it termed a “cover-up.”

And the charity faced more
allegations yesterday, with the
Times claiming that Oxfam

was aware of concerns about

the conduct of two of the men
at the centre of the allegations
in Haiti when they worked in
Chad.

Penny Lawrence resignec
as Oxfam deputy chief execu-
tive yesterday, admitting,
that the charity had
“failed to adequately
act upon” concerns
about the behav-

CALL FOR
ACTION:
Kate Osamor

iour of sta before they moved
to Haiti.

She said: “As programme
director at the time, | am
ashamed that this happened
on my watch and | take full
responsibility.”

Shadow international devel-

opment secretary Kate Osamor
called for a “wide-ranging
inquiry into the prevalence,
causes of, and safeguards
against sexual abuse in the aid
sector,” describing the emerg-
ing details of the scandal as
“stomach-turning.”

She said: “For public trust to
return to these vital aid agen-
cies, the full truth must now
come out, including why the
Charity Commission did not
request further information
or ag it to the Department
for International Develop-
ment when the scandal was
rst reported by Oxfam.

“The government should
now work with the sector
and the United Nations
to quickly set up a glo-
bal register that stops
humanitarian work-
ers involved in sex-
ual abuse moving
between agencies
and countries.”

samtobin@

by Conrad Landin

UNDER-FIRE Newham Mayor
Sir Robin Wales is to face a re-
selection challenge after local
Labour members successfully
argued that rules were broken
when he was re-endorsed by
the party last year.

Mr Wales, who has headed the
east London council since 1995,
has been embroiled in a series of
controversies around the gentri-
cation of the deprived borough,
including using taxpayers’ cash
to help West Ham take over the
Olympic Stadium.

He has also faced the ire of
housing campaigners, includ-
ing single mothers evicted from
alocal hostel. In 2015 Mr Wales
was found to have breached the
borough's code of conduct after
he shouted at Jasmin Stone, one
of the campaigner mumes.

Under Labour rules, directly
elected mayors face a vote on
whether to reopen selections

before every election, termed a
trigger ballot. The system sees
each membership branch in the
constituency and each a liated
union vote on whether the
incumbent should be re-adopted
or the contest opened up.

Mr Wales was declared the
winner of the latest ballot in
December 2016.

But local members challenged
this result, arguing that some
a liated unions had been asked
to vote just once, while others
had been encouraged to cast one
vote for every a liated branch.

The Star understands that
Labour head o ce took legal
advice, and then ordered a
re-run of the trigger ballot. A
source told the Star that Mr
Wales, predicting defeat, had
encouraged his supporters to
vote for an open selection.

Now the result is in favour,
Mr Wales is expected to run
for the candidacy against local
councillor Rokhsana Fiaz.

conradlandin@peoples-press.com
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by Richard
Jackson

QEAST LONDON
Residents cleared out after WWII bomb f

OFFICIALS from Newham
Council were going door-to-
door yesterday to try to per-

man 500kg fused device and
police set up a 234-yard
exclusion zone around it,

out of London City Airport
were cancelled on Monday
and the Docklands Light

suade residents to evacuate but some residents ini- Railway was also suspended
their homes after an unex- tially refused to leave their between Woolwich Arsenal
ploded World War 1l bomb homes. and Pontoon Dock.

Newham Council said it
was likely that all residents
within the exclusion zone
would need to be evacuated
before work to remove the
bomb can begin.

was found in east London.
Navy and police experts
tried to oat the ve-foot-
long device from its resting
place in King George V Dock
after it was found on Sunday.
It was identi ed as a Ger-

The Metropolitan Police
said the shell was “lying in
a bed of dense silt and the
rst stage of the removal
operation is to free the shell
from the silt so that it can be
oated for removal.”

TERRORIST

In a claustrophobic concrete

cell, two men face each other
a.cross a bare table. One is a
wanted terrorist, the other a
BoULWLVK LQWHOZ(
But as the violent secrets are
revealed, the line between
interrogator and confessor
begins to blur.

‘A book that's too important
not to read.” — Morning Star
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QMYANMAR

Justice pledge fc
Inn Din slaughte

by Our Foreign Desk

MYANMAR'S government
has pledged that soldiers and
police suspected of being
involved in the massacre of
10 Muslim villagers will face

prosecution.

Spokesman Zaw Htay said
on Sunday that “action accord-
ing to the law” would be taken
against seven soldiers, three
police and six villagers.

But he would not say what
kind of action, and he also
denied that the prosecutions
had anything to do with an
investigation by Reuters jour-
nalists who have been locked
up for their reporting.

The 10 men were found bur-
ied in a mass grave in the vil-
lage of Inn Din after having
been hacked to death by their
neighbours or shot by Myan-
mar security forces during the
bloodbath in early September.

The military has attempted
to spin the story for its own
ends. When it nally admitted
in January that its troops were
involved, it claimed the dead

men were part of a group of
200 terrorists, and that they
forced the soldiers and villag-
ers to kill them.

That account is, however,
contradicted by the story told
to reporters Wa Lone and Kyaw
Soe Oo by both Buddhist and
Rohingya Muslim witnesses.

Those witnesses say that
there was no attack by insur-
gents, and that soldiers just
picked the 10 from hundreds
of women, men and children
who had sought refuge on a
nearby beach.

Myanmar citizens Wa Lone
and Kyaw Soe Oo both face
prosecution under the O -
cial Secrets Act — a hangover
from British colonial control
of the country — for allegedly
obtaining government docu-
ments. They could be jailed
for 14 years if convicted.

Almost 700,000 Rohingya
Muslims have ed to Bangla-
desh from Myanmar, which
denies them citizenship, since
the military began a bloody
military crackdown against
them in August.

international@peoples-press

QPUERTO RICO

Capital's power blackout

WORK continued yesterday to
repair the damage caused by
an explosion and re at an elec-
tricity substation that threw
most of northern Puerto Rico,
including parts of the capital
San Juan, into darkness late on
Sunday.

It was another rebuilding
setback, ve months after Hur-
ricane Maria devastated the US
colony.

The island’s Electric Power
Authority (Prepa) said several
areas were a ected by the blast.

It showed the challenges
of restoring a power grid that
was already crumbling before

it was smashed by Maria. The
public utility is saddled with
debt, re ective of the state of
the entire island, which has
endured years of economic stag-
nation, looting by US banks and
Washington-imposed austerity.

Workers in the Utier union
have accused Prepa and the US
Army Corps of Engineers of
hoarding materials needed for
reconstruction in a bid to make
privatisation of Prepa more pal-
atable.

Governor Ricardo Rossello
announced last month that he
would force through the sell-o
of the utility.

by Our Foreign Desk

PALESTINIAN teen Ahed
Tamimi will be put on trial
today by the Israeli military
for slapping two soldiers who
had grievously wounded her
15-year-old cousin by shoot-
ing him in the face at close
range with a rubber-coated
steel bullet.

Ms Tamimi turned 17 in
prison last month and is one
of 300 Palestinian minors
jailed illegally in Israel by the
occupation forces.

Israel's army has charged
her with assault and incite-
ment and she could face years
in prison if convicted by a
military judge. Her mother

QSLAPPING INCIDENT

ISRAEL PUTS PALEST
TEENAGER AHED ON

Harsh verdict expected but Tamimi family buoyedrgwide shift in attitude to occupation

Nariman is also locked up
and awaiting trial. She was
arrested when she went to
the Israeli prison where Ahed
was being held after being
kidnapped in a night raid on
their home in Nabi Salah vil-
lage.

Residents of Nabi Salah
have staged regular protests
against the occupation since
2009, when an illegal Israeli
settlement seized control of
their water supply.

Ahead of the trial, vicious
Hebrew gra ti has been writ-
ten in the village with mes-
sages calling for Ms Tamimi to
be executed and including one
warning: “Greetings from the
retaliation branch of the IDF.”

And Israeli Deputy Minister

Michael Oren has even admit-
ted that he had commissioned
parliamentary investigators

two years ago to nd out if

the blond-haired and blue-
eyed family were “really”

Palestinians.

Ahed’s father Bassem said
he “burst out laughing” at the
claim.

Mr Tamimi said that he
expected the military court to
deal harshly with his daugh-
ter and that she might remain
behind bars for some time.

However, he said that he
was optimistic heading into
the courtroom and believes he
is witnessing progress.

He argues that his daugh-
ter’s case and the outpouring
of support for her — more

than 1.7 million people have
already signed an online peti-
tion calling for her release —
signal the beginning of the
nal chapter of Israel's illegal
51-year occupation.

“l see that we are starting
the turning point in our his-
tory, to deal with our occupier
and colonisation in a di erent
way,” said Mr Tamimi. “Yes,
there is a price [to pay] ... but
this generation Ahed repre-
sents will be the generation
of freedom.”

international@peoples-press.com
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AUSTRIATwo passenger
trains crashed in central

INTERNATIONAL EI

We are seeking an international editor to join
the team at our busy London newsroom.

Regular Sunday working is required as part of a
ve-day 35-hour week in order to cover the

paper’s six publication days.

Holidays start at 28 days a year rising to 30

days, plus bank holidays.

If you have the skills and you're ready to take
on a new challenge at a national newspaper
which isn’t afraid to tell it like it is, email jobs@
peoples-press.com for an application pack.

CLOSING DA

Austria on Monday, killing
one person and injuring 22
others.

One of the trains — a
Euro-City train bound for

Saarbruecken in Germany
and a regional Austrian

train — hit the side of the
other near the station in
Niklasdorf, a town 40 miles
north of Graz, Graz police
spokesman Leo Josefus said.

A woman on the Euro-
City train was killed and
the injured include three
children.

The cause of the lunch-
time crash was not yet
known.

IIGR

VAGABOND former Georgian
president Mikheil Saakashvili
was deported from Ukraine to
Poland yesterday after armed
men wearing masks nabbed
him in a Kiev restaurant and
drove him to the airport.
Ukrainian  border guard
spokesman Oleh Slobodyan
said Mr Saakashvili had been
deported in accordance with

court rulings that he was in

Dining Saakashvili grabbed

Ukraine illegally. Poland let him
in because Mr Saakashvili's wife
is Dutch, hence a EU citizen.
While Mr Saakashvili was
feted during his time as Geor-
gian president from 2004 to
2013 by Western leaders for his
neoliberal economics and pro-
Nato stance, he now faces several
criminal charges there.
Prosecutors accuse him of
abusing his power, embezzling

and deported

public funds, illegally raiding a
TV station and beating up an MP.
He jetted o to Ukraine
shortly after the fascist-backed
overthrow of the government in
2014 and was given Ukrainian
citizenship and made governor
of the Odessa region by Presi-
dent Petro Poroshenko. But the
pair later fell out and he was
stripped of his newly acquired

citizenship.

QPOLAND

6 arrested In
state-owned
chemical rm
sell-o probe

SIX people were arrested in
Poland yesterday in anti-
corruption o cials’ investi-
gation of the 2014 sell-o of
state-owned chemical com-
pany Ciech.

One of those arrested was
Pawel Tamborski, a deputy
treasury minister at the time
that the Polish government
sold its shares in the rm.

Anti-corruption o cers
began their investigation
into the sale in 2015 and later
that year showed up at the
Warsaw stock exchange to
ask Mr Tamborski, then the
exchange’s chief executive,
for data on the privatisation.

Ciech, which employed
about 4,000 people at the
time of the sale, was sold to Kl
Chemistry. Kl was controlled
by Jan Kulczyk, then Poland's
richest man, who died in 2015.

Kulczyk Investments,
which controls Mr Kulczyk'’s
estate, insisted that every-
thing was above board.

Central Anti-Corruption
Bureau ocial Piotr Kac-
zorek told the IAR news
agency that the ongoing
investigation had agged
up irregularities in the deal.

He said that investigators
suspected the abuse of power
for nancial gain by those
involved in the deal, caus-
ing substantial damage to
treasury interests.

Poland’s current right-wing
Law and Justice party govern-
ment opposed the sale.




morningstaronline.co.uk
morningstaronline
¥ @m_star_online

world

Morning Star
Tuesday

February 13 2018 7 =A

PHILIPPINEBrotesters
called for the release

of peace talks consult-

ant Ferdinand Castillo

and another re-arrested
communist leader Rafael
Bayosis at a rally in Manila
yesterday.

President Rodrigo
Duterte ordered the
arrest of communist rebel
leaders after the recent
collapse of peace talks
brokered by Norway.

The protesters also
condemned the Duterte
government’s attacks on
activists and critics.

Target missed on
aboriginal jobs

AUSTRALIZAhe government
admitted yesterday that it
would miss a 10-year target
to halve the gap between
aboriginal and non-aborigi-
nal employment rates.

The programme forces
maostly aboriginal people to
perform 25 hours of usually
manual labour a week for
no pay, no bene ts and with
no workers’ rights.

Union confederation Actu
spokeswoman Kara Keys
said it “is not about helping
indigenous people ... it
is about punishment and
compliance.”

Israeli army attack
on news gatherers

PALESTINEhe Palestinian
Centre for Development
and Media Freedoms
(Mada) said that Israeli
forces violated reporters’
rights 117 times in Decem-
ber and January.

In December 84 of the
89 incidents were assaults
by troops and police on
media workers.

The 28 reported in Jan-
uary included an soldier
beating a Reuters photog-
rapher with a truncheon.

3-week uni sit-in
by refugees

QSOUTH AMERICA

Morales suspicious of US

top-brass visit to troops

BOLIVIA'S President Evo
Morales has condemned
the visit by a top US
military commander to

build a new military base
at Posadas in north-east-
ern Argentina, near the
borders with Paraguay

QRUSSIA

FRANCRefugees have
entered their third week of
occupation at the Paris VIII
university.
The group has occupied
uilding A of the institution
the Saint-Denis suburb

Moscow passenger plang:s=.:

crash: black boxes retrieve

by Our Foreign Desk

US and Colombian troops
stationed in the west-
ern Colombian city of
Tumaco.

Mr Morales said that
his government
rejected “the

o

and Brazil.

Argentinian Security
Minister Patricia Bullrich
said both Brazil and Para-
guay would be involved
in an “analysis
centre” on the

suspicious N base, sup-
presence of 4 v, posedly to
)
the head monitor
cSJf th?] us drll(Jg traf-
outhern ‘ cking.
Command” Argen-
Admiral HAVE YOUR SAY! [
Ku“rt Tidd. Write (up to 300 words) to former
ol [ letters@peopleS-Pfess"ggm agwbats-
imperial- or by posi52 Beachy RO, gEEETINR
ist military London E3 2NS Britain Alicia

threat against
peace in sister
Venezuela and our region
will be thwarted by the
dignity, sovereignty and
unity of our democratic
peoples,” he said.

Adm Tidd’s visit came
as it was revealed on
Sunday that the US would

Castro said that
people should look
at Mexico and Colom-

bia — where murders by
drug tra ckers are com-
mon and criminal groups
have political in uence

— to see how US “anti-
narcotics co-operation”
works.

RUSSIAN emergency workers
recovered both data recorders
yesterday from a crashed pas-
senger plane that came down
minutes after takeo on Sunday
afternoon, killing all 71 people
on board.

The jet was ying from Mos-
cow’s Domodedovo airport to
Orsk in the southern Urals. Most
of the 65 passengers, aged from
ve to 79, were from Orsk.

Investigators have ruled out
terrorism but won't speculate
as to what might have caused
the crash. They said that they
believe the plane was intact and
that there had been no re on
board before it hit the ground.

The plane’s fuel tanks
exploded when it crashed, scat-
tering debris and bodies over
74 acres covered in deep snow.
O cials believe it will take a
week to nd the remains of all
of the victims.

Saratov Airlines said that

in a bid to draw
the plight of
nd migrants
leep rough.
They have demanded

January

shelter, an end to police

the plane, an Antonov An-148
jet built in 2010, had received
proper maintenance and passed
all the necessary pre-ight
checks.

Saratov has grounded all its
other An-148s, but the crash has
reopened questions about the
model’s safety record. There
had been one previous crash
and several major incidents in
which pilots had struggled to
land safely.

The crashed plane was made

in Russia under licence from
Antonov, which is owned by the
Ukrainian government.

Production in Russia was
halted last year because of low
demand, and airlines, includ-
ing Saratov, have reported nd-
ing it di cult to acquire spare
parts.

Some companies have had
to cannibalise some of their
An-148s in order to keep oth-
ers ying.

international@peoples-press

violence and the scrapping
of the EU’s “Dublin regula-
tion” requiring that refugees
seek asylum in the rst EU
country they set foot in.

Textbook exposes
gulf in understandil

BAHRAIN:he government
has ordered 17,000 school
textbooks be pulped and
reprinted as they referred
to the “Persian Gulf.”

The Arab states around
the Gulf refer to it in Eng-
lish as the Arabian Gulf.
Persia is the historical
name of Iran.

Bahrain’s Education
Ministry said that the
mistake — by an “over-
seas establishment” —
was only spotted when
the books were about to
be sent out to students.

.com
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*Star comment

Rail should be taken i
public ownership and
for the public good

THE decision of the transport committee of MPs to i nves-
tigate the latest East Coast Mainline (ECML) rail franchise
asco should only receive a conditional welcome.

If the inquisitors intend to go no further than the  usual
platitudes about “learning the lessons,” “ xinga b roken
market,” “making bids more transparent” and “making
sure nothing like this ever happens again,” they ma y as
well write their report now and spare themselves an y
further e ort.

We've heard all the excuses for the repeated failur es
of rail privatisation before. We've even heard them in
relation to the ECML franchise itself — twice.

In 2006, the Labour government tore up the £1.3 bil -
lion contract with GNER, which had just beaten o ot her
bidders including Virgin to retain the franchise.

One of the few pledges kept by the company had been
to boost fares. Meanwhile, its parent, the US-owned but
Bermuda-registered Sea Containers Ltd, was headingor
bankruptcy.

In 2007, a fresh contract was handed to National
Express, which ended up paying £1.4bn in the expecta-
tion of making huge pro ts from the lucrative Londo n-

Edinburgh line.

Commentators warned at the time that these hopes
might be misplaced, especially when high fares and
complex ticketing arrangements act as a disincentiv e
for many “second-class” travellers.

Sure enough, within two years National Express hande d
back the keys and — like GNER — was allowed to escae
the nancial obligations embedded in its contract.

Then began a “golden age” for the ECML.

A public-sector train operating company was set up
to run the service. So-called “Directly Owned Railw ays”
became one of Britain's most e cient and popular rai lway
enterprises, handing a surplus of £1bn to the Treasury
over the following ve years.

That was clearly unacceptable to the Tories and their
coalition little helpers, the Lib Dems. If there’s money
to be made out of a public service, they believed, it must
go to their sponsors in the private sector.

With DOR banned from tendering and then disbanded, a
new franchise was awarded to a partnership between SNP
paymaster Brian Souter’s Stagecoach group and Virgn,
the business empire run by one of the Tories’ favou rite
privateers, Richard Branson, from his own privatise d
island in the Caribbean.

Once more, there were warnings that their £3.3bn bi d
was unrealistically high. Sure enough, despite furt her
hikes in ticket prices, the franchise has now hitt he bu -

ers.

Yet again, too, the railway pirates are being allow ed
to escape the contractual consequences of their greed,
as Transport Secretary Chris Grayling desperately hunts
around for a new franchise holder.

But the real problem is not that he is having di cu
nding an operator in the private sector.

It is that privatisation has turned Britain's railw ay
system into a complex, expensive, underinvested and
ine cient mess.

On the ECML alone, seven other companies operate
passenger services on parts of the line, together with
four di erent freight companies.

Will the four Tories and the single SNP and DUP mem-
bers of the transport committee now reach the obvi-
ous conclusion, namely, that such a vital public se rvice
should be taken into public ownership and run for t he
public good?

That is Labour’s policy and another good reason to win
a left-led Labour government as soon as possible.

It is also an excellent reason to ensure that such a
government is not enmeshed in the EU Commission’s
Fourth Railway Package, which seeks to create a “shgle
European railway area” based largely on Britain’s f rag-
mented and privatised model.

Ity

'Z Voices of Scotland

—
)

E are cur-

rently

living at

a time

where

working
and living conditions are wors-
ening and company pro ts are
on the rise.

Financial and political insti-
tutions are rigged in favour of a
small group with narrow inter-
ests and people on the bottom
end of the pay scale are con-
tinually denied access to justice
in the workplace.

Amazingly, anyone who
raises the issue of a consider-
ably uneven playing eld and
makes a call for equality is
quickly labelled as “hard-left,”
“looney left,” a “Trot,” a “Marx-
ist” or even a “Leninist” by a
deeply corrupt media, owned
and in uenced by those same
people with narrow interests,
who will desperately cling to
the status quo for grim death.

Surely, it's time to up the
ante in the quest for politi-
cal change. A change that at
least might put an end to the
House of Lords’ £300-a-day for
bugger-all “bung” and an end
to elected MPs treating their
constituents with utter con-
tempt by dozing o on Parlia-
ment’s green benches.

Jeremy Corbyn’s leadership
of the Labour Party and Rich-
ard Leonard's in Scotland gives
genuine hope to the people left
behind by this Tory government,
but they can't do it on their own.

This then begs the question:
who can we look to in order
to move from blind hope into
the warm and soothing arms
of hard-fought reality?

How about young workers?
On the face of it, they have no
chance of progression while
chained to zero-hours contracts
and discriminatory wage rates
based unbelievably, on their
age group.

However, as we saw with
McDonald's workers at two
restaurants in Cambridge and
Crayford, when young people
get together, stand together
and organise together, they
can achieve a great deal.

The young workers at those
two McDonald's restaurants
joined the BFAWU, sought
guidance from organisers and
union o cials and then took
the brave decision to face down
one of the biggest, most ruth-
less organisations in the world
by way of strike action.

Not only were their griev-
ances dealt with, which led to

the dismissal of a number of
managers, they also secured
a pay rise worth 6.7 per cent.

Just imagine what could be
achieved if 200 McDonald’s
workers took the same action.

They actually have the col-
lective strength to help bring
about change that could lead to
the crushing of casualisation in
the British fast-food industry.
They just don’t know it. Why
do they not know it? Because
they are constantly told that
they can't change anything
and “that’s just the way it is.”

People use terms such as
“burger- ippers,” which helps
fast-food workers to be viewed
as somehow less human than
other workers.

A Glasgow businessman has
recently taken over the three,
main city centre McDonald’s
restaurants, taking his fran-

chise tally to 18, with over 1,200
employees.

What career opportunities
do any of them have that might
take them to his level? I'd like
to see all 1,200 of them knock-
ing on his o ce door, getting
ready to ask him.

The truth of the matter is
that we fall for the tried and
tested divide-and-rule strategy.
The “look over there” politics
of the Conservatives and their
friends in the media led vast
numbers of the public to blame
migrants for all of society’s ills.

The shambles that is Brexit
now means that many of them
— a good number of whom
have propped up our NHS and
food industry for decades — are
either being sent home or are
leaving the country voluntarily
as they no longer feel welcome.

The government successfully
played the public sector against
the private sector over pen-
sions, to such a degree that we
now have an ageing workforce
that will have to work longer in
order to secure the most basic
retirement, that’s if they ever
get to retire at all.

We allowed able-bodied peo-
ple to be set against disabled
people, the end result being the
closure of Remploy factories
and wave after wave of people
whose lives were already hell-
on-wheels being found “t for
work” via capability assess-
ments, only to die weeks later
from either their medical con-
ditions or suicide.

What a country we live in.
Sexual harassment in the work-
place, be it in Westminster, the
BBC or the President’s Club is
rife.
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with Mark McHug

Look to the

McStrikers for

Inspiration

Don't be distracted by Tory divide-anc

OLITICIANS  are

very keen to blame

teachers for failing

to inspire pupils

with su cient
aspiration and con dence to
persuade them to apply to
Oxbridge and other so-called
“elite” universities, and less
enthusiastic about criticising
the universities themselves
for creating a self-reinforcing
spiral.

Of course, governments
have to accept responsibility
for underfunding schools and
closing SureStart centres, but
universities have the means
to improve social mobility at
a stroke, and refuse to do it.

Back in October last year
David Lammy revealed how
both Oxford and Cambridge,
recipients of over £800 mil-
lion of taxpayers’ money each
year, enrol consistently around
80 per cent of their intake from
the top two social classes,
with more o ers being made
to pupils from Eton than to
students on free school meals
across the whole country.

Unsurprisingly, the number
of ethnic minority students
accepted is so low that Lammy
Igoncluded there has to be “sys-
tematic bias.”

And still the universities

rule politics — workers have huge powefeecuss aresntarce

If only they’re prepared to wield it

We have an NHS crisis, cre-
ated by the Conservatives in
order to soften it up for priva-
tisation and prot, with the
greedy, ruthless, tax-avoiding,
fake “philanthropist,” Richard
Branson, waiting in the wings
to take charge.

We have the rise of food-
banks and homeless people on
the streets of every major town
and city in Britain.

We have the absolute totemic
example of British inequality
with the charred remains of
Grenfell Tower jutting out
blackly into the London skyline
like an abandoned burned-out
Roman candle.

We're witnessing an almost

endless litany of industrial-
scale human su ering, more
be tting of a Stephen King
novel than one of the world’s
richest economies.

Yet large numbers of people
still look the other way while
getting excited about royal
weddings and royal babies,
despite the millions of pounds
of public money wasted on this
outdated, pointless and regres-
sive institution.

Make no mistake about it,
since 2010 we have been thrust
deeper and deeper into a class
war not seen in a generation,
but rather than be the scalpel
that lances the pus- lled cyst, a
combination of divide and rule

and dumbed-down tabloid and
TV entertainment distractions
have turned us into a society
of frogs being slowly boiled.
There is still time to stop it and
make the necessary social and
political change, but we'll need
to look to the example of the
McDonald’s workers at Crayford
and Cambridge for inspiration.
Let’s not be bowed by the size
of the task or who we’re tak-
ing on; let’s get together, stick
together, organise together and
face it down once and for all.
It's either that, or oblivion.

QMark McHugh is organisin
regional secretary of the Bake

Guardian by Professor
Wol from Oxford University
claimed that “playing safe”
with undergraduate admis-
sions — in other words giving
preference to applicants from
upper-middle-class homes —
was encouraged by the gov-
ernment’s Teaching Excellence
Framework.

This includes students’ drop-
out rates as a measurement of
a university’s success, but has
been in existence for under two
years, and is the most feeble of
reasons for explaining decades
of the lack of diversity in our
“top” universities.

It clearly does not explain
why students with straight
As from an economically poor
area in the north of England

g stand far less chance of being
rsaccepted by one of the Russell

Food & Allied Workers Union.

Group universities than some-

Elite universitie:
blighted by sno

A Labour government
should consider radical
action to level the
academic playing eld,
writesBERNIE EVANS

one with similar grades from
a state school.

According to Lammy’s
research, Oxford, for example,
makes more o ers to applicants
from ve of the home counties
than to the whole of the north
of England.

How similar are those quali-
fying grades anyway? Do uni-
versities check whether the
grades have been achieved
through traditional A-levels,
or whether students have
taken the Pre-U examinations,
popular in most public schools,
where there is the possibility
that the exam papers were
either set or marked by their
teachers.

A cheating scandal was
exposed involving these exami-
nations last summer, resulting
in a pathetic “investigation” by
the Commons education select
committee.

If these examinations, which
are not inspected and regulated
by the Joint Council for Quali-
cations like all the other
examinations taken by sixth-
formers, and run, incidentally
by Cambridge Assessment Inter-
national, part of Cambridge Uni-
versity, are not chosen because
of the extra advantage they
a ord, what is the reason?

Where is the “risk,” any-
way, in oering a place to a
student from a school in an
economically deprived area,
who achieves grade Bs and Cs
in traditional A-level examina-
tions, and who clearly has the
potential to attain an excellent
degree?

He or she may lack, unsur-
prisingly, con dence, and may
not perform well in a nerve-
racking interview, but could
have real talent and potential
to improve further.

Research by Cardi and
Oxford Brookes universities
proved students from state
schools gain better degrees
than independently educated
candidates with the same
A-level grades.

There is only one reason
the so-called “elite” universi-
ties recruit so many under-
graduates from private schools
when nationally only 7 per cent
pupils attend them — academic
snobbery.

A Labour government should
consider legislation, both to
force these universities to open
their doors much wider, and
to insist all university quali-
cations in Britain are gained
through properly regulated
examinations.
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Ecuador ghts the return of reaction

ECENT gains

by the Latin

American right

are marked by

two important

features: a shift
back to the old neoliberal eco-
nomic model and an authoritar-
ian turn.

In Brazil, President Michel
Temer has pursued free-market
policies after coming to power
following a parliamentary coup
which forced out leftist Dilma
Rousse .

There are now blatant
attempts to undermine the
democratic process further by
preventing the ever-popular
ex-president Lula da Silva from
standing again.

In Argentina, President Mau-
ricio Macri’s austerity policies,
including price increases on
basic services, have provoked
widespread  protest, with
human rights groups warning
that state repression is at the
worst levels since the fall of the
military dictatorship.

There are fears that Ecua-
dor could join this trend. The
South American nation was
until last year led by president
Rafael Correa and his move-
ment known as the Citizens’
Revolution.

This came to power on the
back of unprecedented political
instability and a Greece-style
economic collapse.

Deep social unrest saw seven
presidents come and go in 10
years. None nished their rst
term.

But under Correa strong
state-led economic growth, the
greatest regional reduction in
inequality, huge healthcare
and education investment, and
poverty reduction programmes
forged a new era.

Correa and his allies won
over a dozen elections in the
subsequent decade.

He did not contest last year’s
presidential election, though
polls indicate he would have
won.

Instead his former vice-pres-
ident Lenin Moreno stood on a
platform of continuing Correa’s
economic and social achieve-
ments.

Though never con rmed,
there was an expectation that
Correa would return to be a
presidential candidate in 2021.

After Moreno secured the
narrowest of victories, win-
ning just 51 per cent in the
second round of the presiden-
tial election against one of the
country’s main bankers, things
turned sour.

Perhaps due to his tiny vic-
tory margin, the new presi-
dent opened a dialogue that

rst dragged him away from
his own base and then into the
opposition’s arms.

Moreno’'s abandonment of
his political base came to a
head this month with a nation-
wide referendum.

This had three key aims: to
prevent Correa’s return to Ecua-
dorian political life by chang-
ing the constitution to retro-

Ecuador’s oligarchy and its global allies wamtrtdoack the clock, but
the Citizens’ Revolution is poised to resisDABRYSL McAVOY

DIVISIONSRafael

Correa and (below)
Lenin Moreno

spectively ban re-election; to
close the citizens’ participation

branch of the state (through

which  social movements
choose judges, the attorney
general, electoral authorities

and many other posts); and to
overturn a law implemented by

Correa to make land specula-
tors pay higher taxes on super-
prots made on the back of

public investment.

These changes re ect long-
held demands of the Ecuado-
rian elites. As a result, Moreno’s
referendum provoked splits
in the Alianza Pais party that
Correa had founded and that
Moreno now heads.

Correa and many of its
other historical leading gures
resigned from the party and
began campaigning to defeat
Moreno in the referendum.

As former foreign minister
Guillaume Long said in his let-
ter resigning as a UN ambas-
sador, the aim of the referen-
dum on limiting the number of
presidential terms was for the
“historical example of the Citi-
zens' Revolution to be erased
from the memory of the people.

“The Citizens’ Revolution
must be destroyed, so that the
ideological fatalism encom-
passed in Thatcher’s phrase that
‘there is no alternative’ to the
neoliberal dogma of austerity,
inequality and individualism
can be imposed once again.”

A super cial view of the
referendum results — 63 to 37
per cent in Moreno’s favour —
would suggest that the new left
movement around Correa was
heavily defeated.

However, this fails to con-
vey the seismic political shifts
that have taken place in recent
weeks.

The 37 per cent national No
vote was almost exactly the
same vote as Moreno secured
last year in the rst round of
the presidential election.

It represents the core base
of the Citizens’ Revolution and
that base has broken decisively
with Moreno.

This 37 per cent would make
the new alliance around Correa
the largest force in Ecuadorian

and huge
healthcare ar
education

programmes

economic grovet

forged a new e

politics based on last year’s
presidential results.

It has been a signicant
enough base to win repeated
elections over the past decade.
With the right in Ecuador frag-
mented between various oli-
garchs and their interests, be
it banking or agriculture, alli-
ances among them are uncom-
mon and very di cult.

This 37 per cent for the left
has a disproportionate social
weight.

These results are especially
impressive given no main-
stream media backed the No
position — including the state
media, which has been delib-
erately emasculated in a bid
to win support for the gov-
ernment from the corporate
media.

Likewise, the No campaign
received hardly any state funds
with just a tiny handful of
small social organisations back-
ing it, in contrast with dozens

Under Correa supporting Morena’s position.

The hostility whipped up
anyone daring to

S'[I’Oﬂg State'leéxgi)nsset the referendum was

demonstrated when thugs
ed Correa’s car, with him
inside, with bricks.

The Organisation of Ameri-
can States raised concerns

]d)ver this violence and its elec-
i

on observers, as well as the
Inter-American Commission
on Human Rights, expressed
worries about with the wider
referendum process.

This included Moreno's
bypassing of the Constitu-
] | Court when it became
Clear that it would question the

legality of some of his referen-
dum questions.

So, despite his victory,
Moreno, having abandoned the
movement that elected him,
now rests on support from the
old oligarchic right.

Moreno is their political pris-
oner and they will extract a
price. Post-referendum, Moreno’s
trade minister announced that
Ecuador will try to join the
Paci c Alliance, a body that pro-
motes free trade and neoliberal
policies in the region.

An Ecuadorian trade delega-
tion travelled to the US in what
many are interpreting as a rst
step towards a free trade deal.

Ecuador’s decade of social

and economic gains enraged
the nation’s oligarchy and the
United States — especially after
Correa shut the largest US mili-
tary base in Latin America.
Corporate control over Ecua-
dor’s oil resources was ended,
illegitimate debts with interna-
tional creditors renegotiated
and radical tax reforms made
the rich pay what they owed.
Ecuador’s oligarchy and its
global allies want to turn back
the clock. But they now face a
strong united left that has come
through a huge challenge with
its vote intact, greater political
consciousness and a determina-
tion to stop the oligarchy over-
turning their hard-won rights.
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Chris Searle on jazz

Pic: Michael Hoefner / Creative Commons

Pic: Schorle / Creative Commons

Steve Lehman Octet
Travail, Transformation
and Flow (PI30)

Mise en Abime (P154)

WITH two virtuosi like the
great alto saxophonist Jackie
McLean from the post-bop era
and the enigmatic free jazz
multireedman Anthony Brax-
ton as his teachers, the New
Yorker Steve Lehman, born in
1978, was virtually bound to
have something new to say in
his music.

These two albums, with Leh-
man blowing within an octet
formation including some pow-
erful bandmates, show his most
recent lines of sonic travel.

The octet is an amalgam of
musical experience and crea-
tive iconoclasm.

Trumpeter Jonathan Finlay-
son burns hot in his own band
and in bands led by discoverers
like Steve Coleman and Mary
Halvorson.

Tenorist Mark Shim, born
in Kingston, Jamaica, in 1973,
is at already a veteran, having
played in Elvin Jones’'s Jazz
Machine, with Hamiet Blui-
ett and the Mingus Big Band
as well as waxing three Blue
Note albums between 1998
and 2000, and Californian
vibesman Chris Dingman has
played with Herbie Hancock
and Terence Blanchard.

Bassist Drew Gress, born in
Trenton, New Jersey, in 1959,
goes back to being a sideman of
historic gures like Cab Callo-
way, Sonny Stitt and Zoot Sims,
while drummer Tyshawn Sorey,
born in 1980 in Newark, New
Jersey, plays with pioneer free
spirits like Braxton, Wadada
Leo Smith and Muhal Richard
Abrams.

Puerto Rican tuba specialist
Jose Davila, who was raised in
New York and Philadelphia,
played with extremes of jazz

An amalgam

of creative

Iconoclasm

from Ray Charles to Henry
Threadgill, and trombonist
Tim Albright is described as a
“sought-after chamber musi-
cian and a cutting-edge jazz
artist.”

Truly, here is as eclectic an
octet as you would nd, burst-
ing with creative surprise and
brilliance.

In 2008 they recorded the
album Travail, Transformation
and Flow in Brooklyn.

Lehman describes his octet
sound, with its use of live elec-
tronics and custom-built vibra-
phone, as “spectral harmony,”
as if the ghosts of a century of
jazz are set loose to unify in
new and untold ways.

In the opener, Echoes, the

horns oat over the electron-
ics almost mysteriously before
Lehman’s alto bursts in, Sorey
awakens and the tension
between human power and
spark power is manifest.
RudreshM re ects on the
Indian-American alto sounds of
Rudresh Mahanthappa and rst
Shim, then Finlayson blow out
over Dingman’s vibes chimes.
Brief and emphatic horn
solos cut through As Things
Change (I Remain the Same)
and in Alloy Albright's poised
trombone begins the union
before an ensemble preludes
the terse sound of Lehman’s
cutting alto over the continu-
ous excitation of Sorey’s drums.
Shim’s solo is ery and bus-

Truly, here is
eclectic an o¢
as you would
nd, bursting
with creative
surprise and
brilliance

tling, Finlayson’s notes are on
the edge of creation, and when
he and Lehman play as a duo
to end the track, you suddenly
realise, now it has tone, the
essential impact on the band
of Dingman’s pulsating vibes.
The sleeve photograph on the
um of the same octet Mise
Abime, some ve years on

_\téﬂws a surface of the Earth
4

inated by electrical instal-
lations, covered by blue light.
The notes to the album
describe the “shimmering,
otherworldly sonorities that
are created through the pre-
cise juxtaposition of individual
instrumental voices,” and yet
three of the tracks have their
origins in the brain and piano
artistry of the bop genius Bud
Powell (1924-66), whose blues-
baked, heartsblood sound was

just about as earthly as it is pos-

sible for music to be.
Lehman’'s solo improvised
fanfare to the opener, Segre-
gated and Sequential, followed
by ringing horn harmonies and

Dingman’s relentless chimes is
followed by 13 Colors, earthed
by Sorey’'s volcanic drums
undertow.

Powell lives beneath the
rumbling reinvention of Glass
Enclosure Transcription, and
Albright and Shim keep it deep
with delving choruses.

Codes: Brice Wassy is a hom-
age to the Cameroonian drum-
mer, much of it essayed without
Sorey’s drums and some deft
unaccompanied solo rhapsodies
by Finlayson.

By the time of the last track,
another Powell metamorpho-
sis, the Parisian Thorough-
fare Transcription, with Bud's
piano and disembodied voice
and Lehman’s warm lyricism,
the truth that he mentored
McLean who mentored Leh-
man, makes intense timbral
sense: that despite revolutions
of sound between, the same
tradition passes through and
goes beyond generations and
categories: all are heard, all
are connected, all are one.
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WEATHER OUTLOOK

TODAY NEXT FEW DAYS

Some showers in the
south, otherwise clear
spells leading to an
early frost. A squally
band of rain/sleet/snow
then edges east into
western parts later.

Turning milder with
strong winds and rain,
preceded by some
snow tomorrow, then
brighter and breezy with
showers on Thursday.
Showers and wind eas-
ing from the south on
Friday.

CONTACT US

GENERAL ENQUIRIES
William Rust House

52 Beachy Road,

London E3 2NS
enquiries@peoples-press.com
(020) 8510-0815

(Mon-Fri 10am-5pm)

CIRCULATION
Bernadette Keaveney

CAMPAIGNS
Calvin Tucker

ADVERTISING
Mosh qur Noor
ads@peoples-press.com

(020) 8510-0815 ext. 205 with your ideas

Tell us what you'd like to see
more of in your paper!Email
editorial@peoples-press.com

Fighting Fund

YOU'VE RAISED: WE NEED:

£7,118 £10,882

AN EXCELLENT start to the
week with £735 hitting our
palms yesterday.

The donations came in stead-
ily yesterday, with recurring
payments hitting a grand total
of £81, which is spectacular
comrades.

We're pretty con dent here

circulation@peoples-press.com that even the rotten Daily

Mail doesn't get as many well-
wishers.

Well, we like to hope any-
way. So many thanks to all of
you who donate on such a regu-
lar basis — it really does make a
di erence to our almost-empty
pockets.

We send thanks to the
comrades in the Pontypridd
branch of the Communist
Party of Britain, who collected
a decent total of £27 at their
meeting.

Thank you also to the sup-
porter in Edinburgh who
donated £20 with the message
that she hopes we can nd peo-
ple to replace the irreplaceble
Dawn and Ivan.

A task, we feel, that is prob-
ably quite impossible.

Thanks also to the comrade
for the tenner, saying the
sooner this “corrupt govern-
ment is out of o ce the better.”

A sentiment we couldn't
agree with more.

Cheshire comrades are doing
well with a ver coming in and
another donation of £35. We've
even received a tenner from
beautiful Italy, as well as £40
from Croydon and comrades
whose locations | don't know
donating £100 and another £35.
Thank you all very much. At this
rate, we'll y pass our target.

campaigns@peoples-press.com

Give by post...

Payable to PPFF to:

Fighting Fund, 52 Beachy Rd, London E3 2NS

phone... and online
From 10am-5pm on morningstaronline.co.uk/
(020) 8510-0815 pages/support-us

DAILY SUDOKU (tough)

Solution tomorrow...

A\a?ﬁét’s
are
endish fun on
Saturday

Yesterday’s sudoku

and radio preview with Neil Jenkin

CHILLY:(from left) Douglas Henshall, Anne
Kidd, Alison O’Donnell and Steven Robeiftson
in the new series of Shetland (9pm BBC1]

Drama to rival the Scandis: it's a warm

welcome back to DI Perez and Tosh

YESTERDAY’'S ANSWERS

1. How many musicians make up the British
jazz band Dinosaur (pictured)? Four

2. Which part of the body is measured using
a Brannock device? The foot — for shoe
sizes

MURDER conviction is over-

TODAY'S QUESTlONSAL\;med, a bloke comes home

1

True or false: there is a spider
called the cupboard spider

What colour is citrine?
What is the title of a new novel

by Stanley Johnson based on
the Brexit vote of 2016?

3. Which island in the Dutch Caribbean has
an airport called Flamingo?

Bonaire

after 23 years of porridge,
there’s another murder.

Crime-drama series Shet-
land is back tonight (9pm
BBC1) with its rugged far-north
landscapes and cop favourites
Jimmy Perez (Douglas Hen-
shall) and “Tosh” Mclintosh
(Alison O’Donnell).

For a population of about
23,000, there’s been an aston-
ishingly high death toll over
its handful of series, but let’s
cut the writers a bit of slack:
there’s not much drama to be
had in raising sheep.

As Scandinavia’s supply of
top-class thriller series seems
to be getting near the bottom
of the barrel, it's good to see
a British e ort that can stand
some scrutiny.

After the end of series

four last week, we're back to
repeats for Inside No 9(10pm
BBC2). Julie Hesmondhalgh,
Mark Benton, Jessica Gunning,
Jack Whitehall and George
Glaves are along for the ride
alongside creators Reece Shear-
smith and Steve Pemberton in
tonight’s episode from series
two, La Couchette.

Expect the usual splen-
did mix of grotesquery and
humour in this Murder on the
Orient Express in miniature:
“In deuxieme classe, everyone
can hear you scream!”

In the new series The Global
Farm (11am Radio 4) Farming
Today regular Charlotte Smith
examines the global networks
that supply us with food, rop-
ing in bo ns to discuss the
risks such complicated net-
works can create and how food
can be produced in a sustain-

able way for an ever growing
global population. Perhaps
we'll get a few facts to brighten

up the rambling vegan/vegetar-
ian/carnivore debate on recent
Star letters pages,

This week's Composer of
the Week (noon on Radio 3) is
a whopper, Jean Sibelius (1865-
1957). Today Donald Macleod
explores the celebrated Finn's
rise to prominence with his
rst big success, Kullervo, the
Lemminkainen Suite and his
First Symphony; and the prob-
lems, nancial and marital,
that followed as a result of
Sibelius’s heavy drinking.

In today’s Word of Mouth
(4pm Radio 4) presenters
Michael Rosen and Laura
Wright are joined by CN Lester,
the writer of Trans Like Me: A
Journey for All of Us, to look at
language and gender indentity.
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FICTION REVIEW

Dystopian vision
of the Earth
IN meltdown

Exit Earth

Edited by Tomek Dzido
(Storgy Books, £12.99)

THE FOCUS of this ambi-
tious Storgy anthology,
mixing emerging talent
with established writers of
sf and fantasy, is the price
humanity will pay if we con-
tinue to exploit each other
and plunder the planet’s
resources.

The tone may be per-
sistently pessimistic, but
a sombre theme is illumi-
nated with an assortment
of engaging, nely crafted
and compelling stories.

The rst section, compris-
ing authors who took part
in a Storgy com-

ity in this multilayered and
beautifully controlled piece
of writing, freighted with
compassion and emotional
power.

In the book’s second sec-
tion, another arresting tale
is Tomas Marcantonio’s The
Superhero, a story of loss
and attempted redemption
set in a balkanised metrop-
olis under the control of
criminal gangs.

Other themes explored
include mass euthanasia,
corporately manufactured
celebrity, politicisation of
the female body and com-
mand and control technolo-
gies.

Toby Litt’s journey across
aweird desert, Mike Carey'’s
alternate history

petition, features
How to Curate a
Life by the over-
all winner Rachel
Connors, who’s
come up with
an a ecting and
innovative tale of
loss, identity and
data harvesting.

of Tammany
Hall, the 19th
century politi-
cal organisation
that dominated

New York poli-
tics, and Court-
tia Newland'’s

disturbing tale of
two schoolboys
encountering a
shadowy entity

The other
prizewinning
stories, equally
original and unsettling,

include Duncan Abel's Don't
Go to the Flea Museum.
Set in a society based on
extreme social cleansing,
it highlights the physical
and psychological impact
of grinding poverty.

When the Tide Comes In
by Joseph Sale is an appar-
ently simple tale of unre-
quited love and intense
friendship, but there’s an
underlying sense of calam-

The Just Joans
You Might Be Smiling Now
(Fika Recordings)

FORMED in 2005, this Glas-
gow six-piece’s latest record is
a charming slice of downbeat
indie pop, inhabiting a similar
musical world to their label-
mates The Hayman Kupa Band
and Belle and Sebastian.

According to band member
David Pope, it’s a loose concept
album about his confused teen-
age years, horror- lled twenties
and terri ed thirties and, mix-
ing lo- guitars and electronica,
the melodious tracks are full
of witty, observational kitchen-
sink lyrics.

“It’s just a matter of time till
it falls apart ... the statistics
don't lie/the chances are slim,”
is co-singer Pope’s hopeful take

in an abandoned
factory all make their mark.
This is a strong and var-
ied anthology of dystopian
ction and even the less
e ective stories provoke and
disturb. Crowd-funded, it's
an impressively produced
book, with striking colour
illustrations by a team of
stylistically diverse artists,
among them Crap Panther,
Amie Dearlove, HarlotVon-
Charlotte and Rob Pearce.
ANDY HEDGECOC

on romance.

Elsewhere, his sister Katie
intones: “This place is full of
thugs and petty vandals/It's
like Deliverance without the
banjos/I long to see the bright
lights/Far from these endless
shite nights.”

Incidentally, it's an album
that includes one of the great-
est song titles ever — You Make
Me Physically Sick (Let’s Start
Having Children).

S

y ]

OPERA REVIEW

La Forza del Destino
Millennium Centre, Cardi

ELSH National

Opera’'s  spring

season kicks o

with a ne ren-
dition of Giuseppe Verdi's La
Forza del Destino.

The 19th-century lItalian
composer wrote one of the
great operatic overtures and
there’s an auspicious start to
the evening as conductor Carlo
Rizzi draws a magni cent ren-
dition of it from the orchestra.

As it plays, the tragic events
about to unfold are captured in
an onscreen projection as the

K dreaming Donna Leonora sleeps

Lucas Oswald
Whet
(Cosmic Dreamer Music)

A TOURING musician with
Shearwater and Jesca Hoop,
US musician Lucas Oswald
recorded his second solo
album close to his home in
rural Missouri.

An exploration of depres-
sion and anxiety, the record’s
eight songs are an impressive
slice of melancholic rock.
Oswald plays most of the
instruments, from guitars
and piano to cello and the
African kalimba.

Intriguingly, with their
pop hooks and sensibility,
tracks like lush opener |
Believe In Trying bring to
mind Britpop bands such

as Suede and Travis in their

WNO's production of a Verdi classic ticks

Pic: Richard Hubert Smith

Destined for success

of the right boxes f&rAVID NICHOLSON

onstage. She's awakened by a
gun ring into a blood-red mist.
Soprano Mary Elizabeth Wil-
liams as Leonora is sublime as
her tragic destiny unfolds before
us. She’s a Cardi favourite and
this performance shows why.
Leonora is in love with Don
Alvaro (Gwyn Hughes-Jones)
and, as they prepare to elope,
her father interrupts the couple.
The fateful chain of events
are set in motion as Don Alvaro's
gun res as it drops to the oor,
fatally wounding her parent.
As her brother seeks revenge,
Leonora ees and is separated

early days. Lyrically con-
cerned with the feeling of
panic, the punchy Dark On
Us is another great tune.
“Another sedative, to feel
okay,” Oswald sings.

Elsewhere, his vocal deliv-
ery on the mid-tempo A
Long, Long Year echoes indie
out t Frontier Ruckus and
sadcore prince Kevin Tihista
— huge compliments, com-
ing from this reviewer.

from her lover as the pair go
on the run towards their fate.

Hughes-Jones is a ne Alvaro
and his scenes and duets with
Leonora’s vengeful brother
Don Carlo, ably sung here by
Luis Cansino, are gripping.
Their beautiful duet Solenne
in quest’ora is one of the high-
lights of the evening.

David Pountney has again
directed a masterful evening of
ne singing and acting which
successfully pulls o a di cult
opera to stage.

The use of the chorus as revo-
lutionary soldiers and monks is

Penguin Cafe Orchestra
Union Cafe
(Erased Tapes)

ENGLISH composer and multi-
instrumentalist Simon Jef-
fes formed the Penguin Cafe
Orchestra in 1972, supposedly
getting the idea from a recur-
ring dream while bedridden in
the south of France.

Since then, the instrumental
collective’s music has appeared
in numerous Ims, TV shows
and adverts.

This reissue of their nal 1993
record coincides with the 20-year
anniversary of Je es's untimely
death in 1997. Mixing various
styles including folk, world
music, rock and classical, it is a
joyous and charming a air.

Infectious opener Scherzo
and Trio dances around a

well executed and their wall of
sound is unforgettable.

Yet there are some curi-
ous features, The monks are
decked out as blood-stained
bishops who sing as they self-
agellate with rope whips and
guide Leonora to her hermit's
cave and such shenanigans
raise inappropriate laughs from
the rst-night audience.

But, ultimately, this moving
production is well worth see-
ing, despite its almost three-
and-a-half hour length.

Runs until February 17, then

tours, box o ce: wno.org.uk

sprightly central motif, com-
plete with brass, strings and
an oscillating piano ri .

Lifeboat  (Lovers  Rock)
employs moving strings that
bring to mind the summer daze
of Nick Drake's songs, while
Organum transports the lis-
tener to the Scottish highlands.

Playful, eclectic and wonder-
fully eccentric, Union Cafe is an
album to lift the spirits in the
dark midwinter.
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HOMELESSNESS
Some have
no homes,

and o'er their
SOIrows weep

YOUR December 6 front
page article on homeless-
ness took me back to
our home at No 10 Little
Gray’s Inn Lane, Holborn
WC1 (now Mount Pleas-
ant).

Like Ellie and Amy in
the article, us kids slept
top-and-tailed in a dou-
ble bed in our ea-ridden
abode. We lived, slept,
ate, washed, dressed,
peed, put a penny in the
gas and survived in the
the 1930s depression
years.

My father was one of
the thousands of strug-
gling unemployed ex-
service men and women.
He didn't get a full-time
job until 1938.

Many of the home-
less unemployed got a
handout from Field Lane
Institute, Clerkenwell,
on Sunday morning: a
mug of tea and a hunk of
bread, plus hymns.

Like today, they
begged in the streets,
and sold matches to sur-
vive, as the lyrics of the
music hall song While
London Sleeps, which
Peter Frost may know,
says: “A doorstep for your
head, another for your
bed/Because you haven't
sold your blooming
lights.”

ELSA SOTHERN
London W7

R SAY
HA\/E Y(Va}rﬂs) tgetterst@
s.comor by post

Write (up to 300

oples-pres
pesg Beachy Rd, London E
2NS

PROTEST

Don't let Britain’s own Trumps
destroy our National Health

AT AROUND the time US
President Donald Trump was
describing an — entirely
imaginary — NHS, | was hav-
ing a heart operation (from the
inside) at an NHS hospital, by a
team of NHS surgeons.

The procedure, one of many
that day at the same hospital,
was completed within the
day, totally without fuss, and |
walked out the same day.

Some years ago, my eldest
son was ‘reconstructed” fol-
lowing a road tra c accident
— and an air-ambulance trip
provided by a charity — fol-
lowed by several painful
months recovery in various
NHS facilities. He now enjoys
what might be called rude good
health.

At every juncture, we have
received exemplary treatment
from highly professional sta
working with that least predict-
able raw material, the human
being.

As a materialist, | don't
believe in “angels” but | can
see where the idea came

MARCHING FOR THE ANGEP8ople demonstrate their support for the NHS earlier this month in loehidema around Britain

from. In childhood hymnals
the “angels” had bright shiny
tools to work with, as opposed
to the often-worn-out equip-
ment so common to the NHS.

How can we possibly, by

our short-sighted decisions at
election times, give succour to
Trump lookalikes on this side
of the Atlantic?

As World War Il ended, |
recall a common cry from

working people: “Give us the
tools and we'll nish the job.”

Recently, mildly contentious
ideas have begun to permeate
the “status quo” of this impe-
rialist state.

Itis clearly time that we real-
ised that, contrary to Thatcher-
ism, there is “an alternative”

— and itis time that we tried it.
ROGER FLETCHER
Chesham

EUROPE

It's easier to ght our bosses than everyone’s

IN ARGUING that it was the
“old system of antagonis-
tic states and alliances that
produced two world wars”
Jim Denham (M Star Febru-
ary 10) — either by design or
ignorance — abandons Lenin’s
insight that the roots of war
in the modern era lie in inter-
imperialist rivalries.

He proposes to “ ght the
bourgeoisie on a European
scale ... by scrapping exist-
ing bureaucratic structures
and replacing them with
a sovereign, elected Euro-
pean Parliament.”

In this vacuous statement
we nd social democratic
illusions about the nature of
state power combined with

Trotskyite idiocies about the
prospects of “Socialist United

States of Europe” which Lenin
dispelled.

Neither the existing Euro-
pean parliament nor any con-
ceivable future parliament
can ever be sovereign while
the states of the EU are bound
by existing treaty obligations
which locate power not in the
parliament but in the Com-
mission and the Council of
Ministers.

Denham has set the Euro-
pean working class the imme-
diate task of simultaneously
winning each EU state to agree
simultaneously to abandon the
EU treaties.

A more realistic scenario
might be to leave the EU and
tackle our own ruling class.

NICK WRIGHT
Faversham

COURTS

Claims up
after the
abolition
of fees

THE February 2018 issue
of Labour Research reports
that the abolition of
employment tribunal fees
last year led to “a 60 per
cent increase in single
claims issued from July to
September 2017 compared
to the April-June 2017
quarter when tribunal

fees were still in e ect,”
according to government
statistics.

And “claims for unlaw-
ful deduction from wages
are undergoing a particu-
larly notable resurgence,”
it says.

This latter phenomenon
is probably explained by
the fact that people with
small claims for a few
hundred pounds of unpaid
arrears of wages or pay in
lieu of notice for example,
were previously put o
from claiming by fees of
£390, which often out-
weighed the amount of the
claim.

The deterrent of fees
having gone, small claims
for unpaid wages are now
increasing.

CHRIS PURNELL
Orpington




morningstaronline.co.uk
€3 morningstaronline
¥ @m_star_online

sport

Morning Star
Tuesday
February 13 2018

153

NOT SO HAPPY COUPLE:
Russian athletes, and
married couple, Anastasia
Bryzgalova (right) and
Aleksandr Krushelnitckii
struggled in defeat
yesterday to Switzerland in
the curling mixed-doubles
semi- nal at the Winter
Olympics in South Korea.

QMEN'’S CRICKET

ENGLAND BATS

BUZZING TO G
BACK TO THEIR

TWENTY 20ons play Black Caps after poor displays ayastistia

by Our Sports Desk

month, only one of England
or New Zealand can join them,
and Roy insists there is a hun-

JASON ROY said yesterday gerinthe camp to give a better

that England’s batsmen have
“a bee in their bonnet” after

two lacklustre outings against
Australia.

The tourists go into today’s
Twenty20 against New Zea-
land having been summarily
dispatched by Australia in
Hobart and Melbourne, where
the bowlers were left defending
slender scores of 155 and 137.

There is more at stake than
pride or a point to prove,
though, with the tri-series for-
mat lending a competitive edge
often absent from international
T20s — which frequently show
up apologetically at the end of
tours and sit in stark contrast
to glitzy domestic tournaments.

With  Australia already
assured of their place in the
Auckland nal later this

account of themselves in Wel-
lington.

“We've underperformed as a
team and because of that we've
got a bee in our bonnet,” said
the opener.

“We want to make sure the
next game is a strong perform-
ance. It’s not just about being
aggressive and hitting the ball
out of the park, it's recognising
we have got the repower and
being smarter with it.

“Playing aggressive cricket,
an aggressive brand and all
that, that’s not just what we're
about. In the past we've played
a lot smarter cricket. It's been
hugely frustrating because of
the line-up we’ve got.”

That line-up could once
again include James Vince in
place of captain Eoin Morgan,

who has been sidelined with a
groin injury.

Morgan was ruled out at Mel-
bourne on Saturday and did not
bat in the nets during England’s
pre-game practice session at
Basin Reserve — a clear sign
that he is not yet pain-free and
may once again pass the reins
to Jos Bulttler.

There is, of course, another
high-pro le, longer-term absen-
tee from the England XI: Ben
Stokes.

He has not been seen in Eng-
land colours for almost ve
months, following a late-night
incident which culminated in
a police investigation and a
charge of a ray.

The England and Wales
Cricket Board had initially
pencilled this xture in as a
possible comeback date for its
box o ce all-rounder, who will
instead spend his day at Bristol
magistrates’ court.

MEN

EST

QMEN'’'S FOOTBALL

Kick It Out slam treatment
of racially abused Baloitell

by Our Sports Desk

ANTI-discrimination  body
Kick It Out yesterday slammed
the decision to book Mario
Balotelli for pointing out he
was being racially abused by
rival fans during a match on
Saturday.

Referee Nicolas Rainville
showed the Nice attacker a yel-
low card for telling him about
the chants aimed at him by the
Dijon fans.

Kick It Out said Rainville’s
decision was “unacceptable and
wrong” and urged a “strong

response from the French foot-
ball authorities.”

“Kick It Out was shocked to
see Mario Balotelli booked for
bringing to the attention of the
referee alleged racist chanting
directed towards him by Dijon
supporters,” it said.

“It is unacceptable and
wrong to see that once again,
a match o cial has failed to
apply the Uefa protocol — in
place for a number of years —
which requires action to be
taken to stop the game to deal
with the o ending abuse.

“Although Kick It Out’s remit
is within English football, the

organisation has contacted
anti-discrimination network
Football Against Racism in
Europe to see what actions they
will be taking in raising this
with Ligue 1 o cials.

“The organisation expects
a strong response from the
French football authorities in
condemning both the alleged
racist chanting from Dijon sup-
porters and the failure of the
referee to follow protocol to
halt the behaviour, as well as
the decision to compound Balo-
telli's experience as a victim by
booking him for merely asking
the match o cial to do his job.”
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Allk %o s 7.45pm unless noted

Zealand v England — Sky Sports Main
Event and Sky Sports Cricket 6am;
One-day international, South Africa
v India — Sky Sports Cricket 10.55am
and Sky Sports Main Event 11am1
QFOOTBALL: Europa League, Ju

tus v Tottenham — BT Sport 2 7pm,
Red Star Belgrade v CSKA Moscow
— eir Sport 1 4.55pm and BT Sport
2 5pm.
QTENNIS: WTA, Qatar Open —|BT
Sport 1 9am.
QWINTER OLYMPICS: Live coyer-
age — BBC 2 6am and 1pm, B

“When | came over with
Melbourne we hadn't played
a trial and we'd trained on a
dirt track in Australia for the
pre-season so that made it more
challenging.

by Our Sports Desk English soil with Melbourne,
believes Leeds will have the
advantage of being battle hard-
ened from their opening two
league games but expects them

to come away from Australia

The Rhinos, who ew outin
three groups after their win
over Hull KR last Thursday, had
their rst full day of training
in Melbourne yesterday with a
morning weights session, fol-

but we've got to make the most
of it.

“There’s an opportunity to
be the best club in the world.
We're really excited for that
opportunity.”

skating, pairs’ short programme
Eurosport 1 3am; Alpine skiing, m
combined — Eurosport 1 6am; |ce
hockey, women'’s preliminary rourld

— Eurosport 2 7.30am, 1.30pm and
3am (Wed); Cross-country skiin

LEEDS have been warned the
odds are stacked against them
but captain Kallum Watkins

insisted yesterday that his side
will not make excuses if they
don't win the world title.

The Rhinos have put their

Super League title defence on

hold to y 12,000 miles to Aus-
tralia to take on Melbourne
Storm in Friday’s 2018 World
Club Challenge.

Hudders eld forward Ryan
Hinchcli e, who was a World

empty handed.

“It's a tough gig for Leeds
to go out there in those con-
ditions and on a dry track,”
said Hinchclie, who made
177 appearances for the Storm
from 2009-2015. “There haven't
been many dry tracks over here
in the last couple of months.

“Having played a couple of
games de nitely helps you
without a doubt.

“Leeds play a pretty expan-
sive style of game, they like to
throw the ball around so the
drier conditions might help
them.

“But | think the Melbourne
Storm will win it. They were
probably 20 per cent better
than any other team in the NRL
last year to be honest. They're
a formidable out t and they’ll

lowed by a eld session in the
afternoon.

Sandwiched in between,
Watkins spoke of his team’s
ambitions at the o cial launch
alongside Melbourne captain
Cameron Smith, who con-
rmed his intention to play in
Friday's game.

“It's massive opportunity for
us,” Watkins said.

Watkins said he is delighted
that Smith will play in the
match, alongside full-back Billy
Slater and centre Will Cham-
bers, who were all in the Aus-
tralia team that beat England
6-0 in the World Cup nal in
December.

“We want them all to play,”
Watkins said. “We want to bat-
tle with the best players. We're
not a bad bunch ourselves.”

individual sprint — Eurosport 1 8.15am;
Speed skating, women’s 500m shoft

track — Eurosport 1 9.45am; Curling,
mixed doubles — Eurosport 2 11am;
Luge, women'’s singles — Eurospart 1
1.45pm; Speed skating, men’s 1,500m
nal — Eurosport 2 2.30pm; Alpine

skiing, men’s slalom — Eurosport 1
12.40am (Wed); Alpine skiing, wom-

en’s slalom — Eurosport 1 2am and
4.40am (Wed); Snowboarding, men|
half-pipe nal — Eurosport 1 2.15gm
(Wed); Nordic combined skiing, men’s

Club Challenge winner on be very keen to win this game.” “Obviously it’'s a short trip ski jump — Eurosport 1 5.45am (Wed).

I0C’s Bach urges Korean politcians to nd e

OCEANUS
by Our Sports Desk

QPYEONGCHANG GAMES

Southwell 2:20 (nap)

TREATY OF ROME
Southwell 4:00

workers and volunteers who
have been forced to wait in
cold, freezing weather. Buses
have been irregular, slow and
there are far too few for those
working at the Games.

— that negotiations can lead
to a positive result. Now it's up
to the political side to use this
momentum.”

Bach said he’s hopeful that
relations will continue to thaw
after the “Olympic ame has
been extinguished” at the clos-
ing ceremony on February 25
in the mountains of South
Korea.

Bach compared the situation
in Korea to his own experience,
having won a gold medal in
fencing for West Germany at
the 1976 Olympics.

He said that the Winter

Olympics had got “o to a great
start” and dismissed the prob-
lems caused by high winds forc-
ing the rsttwo Alpine skiing
races to be rescheduled.

“These cancellations do not
worry us at all,” he said. “The
international federations, with
whom we have talked, they
have told us there is no reason
to worry. We have two weeks
to go. We are an outdoor sport
and we manage these kind of
cancellations.”

Local organisers apologised
yesterday for bus delays of up
to two hours a ecting 55,000

Houseman'’s Choice

COEUR DE LION
Southwell 3:25

INTERNATIONAL  Olympic
Committee (IOC) president
Thomas Bach said yesterday
that the governing body has
done its part in getting North
and South Korea together at the
Pyeongchang Olympics — but
it was up to politicians to seize
the opportunity for peace.

“You know sport cannot
create peace,” Bach said. “We
cannot lead their political
negotiations. We have sent
this message — this dialogue
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