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SQUANDERED:
MINISTERS MISS OPPORTUNITIES 
TO DEAL WITH NHS NURSING CRISIS
Nurses’ union says the government  
has failed to learn the lessons of the 
Mid Sta�ordshire Hospital scandal
MINISTERS have “squandered” 
opportunities to address the 
“spiralling” crisis in nursing 
recruitment, the Royal College 
of Nursing (RCN) warns in a 
report published today.

The union says that the gov-
ernment has failed to learn the 
lessons of the Mid Staffordshire 
scandal, where unsafe nursing 
levels led to poor care and high 
patient mortality rates.

It comes just days after tens 
of thousands of people took to 
the streets to demand proper 
funding for the NHS.

Calling for a huge recruit-
ment campaign, the RCN said 
700 fewer students began train-
ing last year.

The union warned that the 
number is continuing to fall and 
the nursing workforce is 
“shrinking,” with at least 40,000 
vacancies in England alone.

The latest figures from uni-
versity admissions service Ucas 
show that the number of 
trainee nurse applications is 
continuing to fall this year.

Without better incentives to 
attract new nurses, care failings 
similar to those in Mid Staffs are 
more likely, warned the RCN.

An inquiry estimated that 
between 400 and 1,200 patients 
died as a result of poor care 

from January 2005 to March 
2009 at Stafford Hospital.

The RCN accused the govern-
ment of exacerbating the crisis 
by abolishing student nurse bur-
saries — grants on which student 
nurses could survive while train-
ing on hospital wards.

Chief executive Janet Davies 
said: The staffing crisis must be 
stopped from spiralling further.”

She said the incentives 
needed were a central funding 
pot to help student nurses, 
financial support for other NHS 
staff who want to become nurses 
and a thorough assessment of 
demand for health services and 
the safe staffing levels needed.

Ms Davies said: “Five years 
after the warnings and lessons 
in the Mid Staffs report, the 
government is still squander-
ing the chance to address the 
issue, making care failings 
more likely, not less.

“The government knows 
that, when there aren’t enough 
nurses, patients can pay the 
very highest price.”

She said government dither-
ing over the future status of 

by Peter Lazenby
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ALL TOGETHER NOW: Tens of thousands hit the streets of London for a rally in defence of the National Health Service on Saturday



morningstaronline.co.uk
  morningstaronline 

  @m_star_online2 Morning Star 
Monday
February 5 2018 news

Britain’s Communists say:
Red Salute to 

AVTAR SADIQ

Rest in peace, Dear Comrade. 
Condolences to his family and many friends

A staunch Communist and internationalist
Fearless champion of the exploited and oppressed everywhere
True friend of Communists, socialists and workers in Britain

�,
�,
�,

Robert Grif� ths Liz Payne
General secretary Chair
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John Foster
International Secretary

BEN CHACKO CAROLYN JONES
Editor  PPPS vice-chair

BOB ORAM
PPPS chair

The Morning Star pays tribute to

AVTAR SADIQ
A great friend to our paper and our movement

A former member of the PPPS management committee who helped 
raise many thousands of pounds for the daily paper of the left
An outstanding socialist and revolutionary whose work among 

Britain’s Indian communities will not be forgotten

Red Salute

�Q GLOBAL CONFLICT

Tories’ drone policy 
in ‘complete chaos’
by Nathan Akehurst

THE TORIES’ policy on drone 
strikes is in “chaos,” legal 
action charity Reprieve charged 
yesterday after Defence Minis-
ter Mark Lancaster admitted an 
official document had been 
“misleading.”

Officials quietly deleted a 
key line in the Joint Doctrine 
on Unmanned Aircraft Sys-
tems, a much-delayed policy 
document on the use of drones 
which was published last Sep-
tember.

The document stated that 
Britain had a “practice of tar-
geting suspected terrorists 
outside of the armed conflict 
itself” — something the govern-
ment had hitherto strenuously 
denied.

But Defence Secretary Gavin 
Williamson said in a newspaper 
interview that he would “hunt 
down” suspected terrorists in 
“Iraq and Syria and other 
areas,” explicitly including the 

possibility of taking lethal 
action against individuals out-
side of the armed conflict zones 
authorised by Parliament.

Human rights law charity 
Reprieve and SNP MP Stewart 
McDonald sounded the alarm 
in December, after which a new 
version of the document was 
published without the line.

Mr Lancaster subsequently 
attributed the error to “errone-
ous drafting.”

Jen Gibson, head of Reprieve’s 
assassination team, accused the 
government of being in “com-
plete chaos.”

She said: “We had the 
Defence Secretary vowing to 
hunt people down anywhere. 
Then we had a long overdue 
document saying the govern-
ment have a ‘practice’ of killing 
people outside of armed con-
flict zones. And now we have a 
minister claiming there is no 
policy at all.”

Ms Gibson raised the spectre 
of Britain being “dragged on 
[US President Donald] Trump’s 

coat tails” into global conflicts 
from Yemen to Niger.

“The public has a right to 
know the policy on taking 
lethal strikes in our name,” she 
said.   

Critics of drone warfare 
argue that drones help “nor-
malise extrajudicial killing.”

Aerial weapons have driven 
overall civilian deaths from 
explosives, which doubled to 
around 15,000 throughout 
2017.

US drones in Pakistan alone 
are estimated by the Bureau of 
Investigative Journalism to 
have killed up to 970 civilians.

British officials claim no 
civilian deaths have resulted 
from aerial operations in Iraq, 
but with over 1,200 missions 
flown by Reaper drones from 
2014 to 2017, many do not 
believe the assertion is credible.

MPs have cautioned that 
weak policy on drone strikes 
could leave service personnel 
exposed to criminal charges.

news@peoples-press.com

�QELECTIONS

Adams backs ‘outstanding’ 
Corbyn to be the next PM
by Lamiat Sabin
Parliamentary Reporter

SINN FEIN president Gerry 
Adams praised Brit-
ain’s Labour 
leader Jeremy 
Corbyn as 
“outstanding” 
yesterday and 
backed him to 
become prime 

minister at the next general 
election.

Mr Adams steps down next 
weekend after 50 years in poli-
tics — 34 years at the helm of 
the Irish republican party — 
when a special party confer-
ence will ratify his successor 
Mary Lou McDonald.

Mr Adams told BBC One’s The 
Andrew Marr show: “I would like 
to see Jeremy in that position [of 
prime minister] for the benefit 

of people in Britain, leaving 
Ireland out of it. I think 
Jeremy is an outstand-
ing politician and I 
hope my endorse-
ment of him is not 
used against him in 
the time ahead.

“He and [former 
Labour mayor of 
London] Ken Liv-
ingstone and oth-

ers kept faith and 
they were the people 

who said, when others 

said no, ‘talk.’ They were the 
people who were open to con-
versation about how to deal 
with conflict and how to get 
conflict resolution processes.”

Mr Corbyn and shadow chan-
cellor John McDonnell have 
been criticised over their meet-
ings with Sinn Fein in West-
minster during the 1990s 
before the Irish Republican 
Army ceasefire.

Mr Adams said former 
Labour prime minister Tony 
Blair, who shared credit for end-
ing decades of violence, had 
enjoyed an “opportunity on a 
plate” in being able to co-sign 
the 1998 Good Friday Agree-
ment. Mr Adams later urged 
him to learn from the “Irish 
experience” and not invade 
Iraq.

And Mr Adams said: “I would 
wish that no-one had been 
killed or injured in the course 
of the [Northern Irish] conflict.”

lamiatsabin@peoples-press.com

Defence Minister admits hastily rewritten document was ‘misleading’

NHS SOS: 
Protesters in 
Hudders� eld 
outside the town’s 
Royal In� rmary, 
which has racked 
up huge PFI debts 
(above), British 
Northern Ireland 
veterans back the 
protests (right) 
and more scenes 
from the London 
demo (far right 
and above right)
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�QEMPLOYMENT

Nearly two million  
workers stuck in 
insecure free-for-all
by Peter Lazenby

ALMOST two million workers 
in Britain are suffering insecu-
rity in their jobs, the TUC has 
warned.

At least 1.8m workers have 
few rights of work, no entitle-
ment to redundancy pay, no 
protection from unfair dis-
missal and no maternity rights. 
Many more are denied rights 
because their bosses wrongly 
classify them as self-employed.

The TUC publishes its find-
ings today before the govern-
ment’s response to the Taylor 
review of modern employment 
practices due this week.

TUC general secretary 
Frances O’Grady said: “The inse-
cure work free-for-all has to 
end. Agency workers are being 
treated like second-class citi-
zens, getting less pay for the 
same work. And zero-hours 
contracts leave many workers 
unable to plan childcare or 
budget for their weekly shop.

“This will be a real test of 
Theresa May’s government. 
Does she even have a domestic 
agenda any more? Or has her 
government been totally 
hijacked by Brexit infighting?”

The TUC is calling on the 
government to ban zero-hours 
contracts, ensure equal pay for 
agency workers, crack down on 
bogus self-employment and 
increase resources and powers 
for enforcement.

It said “dodgy employers” 
should have “nowhere to hide.”

Royal Society of Arts head 
Matthew Taylor said in his 
review published in July 2017 
that workers should have a 
right to request fixed hours and 
permanent contracts. He said 
companies should be required 
to disclose how they have 
responded to such requests.

Mr Taylor also said claimed 
there was nothing wrong with 
zero and low-hours contracts if 
they provide flexibility to work-
ers as well as employers.

peterlazenby@peoples-press.com

�QELECTIONS

Vicar Steven Saxby to be 
Labour’s hope in the City
VICAR and shop steward Steven 
Saxby has won the race to be 
Labour’s parliamentary candi-
date in a one-time Conservative 
heartland, Cities of London and 
Westminster, writes Nathan 
Akehurst.

The selection was hotly con-
tested after the Conservative 
majority plummeted from 10,000 
to 3,000 at last year’s general 
election, putting Labour within 
striking distance of victory.

Mr Saxby was one of several 
hopefuls from the Labour left 
and received backing from the 

Unite union, in which he rep-
resents faith workers.

While the constituency con-
tains Parliament and the finan-
cial district, working-class com-
munities and significant pock-
ets of deprivation stretch from 
Pimlico to Barbican.

Labour candidates recently 
made history by winning five 
seats on the City of London’s 
local authority.

Mr Saxby said he was “over-
whelmed” by the support he 
had received and looked for-
ward to “taking on the Tories.”

�QINDUSTRIAL

South Western train guards 
set for more safety strikes
WORKERS at South Western 
Railway are set to take fresh 
industrial action this month 
in the long-running dispute 
over onboard guards.

Members of the RMT union 
will refuse to work any rest 
days from February 16 to 19.

The company is one of five 
operators involved in rows 
lasting almost two years over 
staff duties on driver-only 
operated trains.

RMT general secretary Mick 
Cash said it was “disgraceful” 

that South Western had “point-
blank” refused to talk, blam-
ing the company’s intransigent 
attitude for the latest round 
of industrial action.

“We know that this action 
will have a serious impact on 
services and the responsibility 
for the disruption caused will 
be wholly down to South West-
ern Railway and their pig-
headed attitude,” he said.

“It is time for the company 
to get out of the bunker and 
start talking.”

�QGENDER GAP

HUGE PAY PENALTY HITS 
MUMS IN PART-TIME JOBS
MUMS are being hit by a pay 
penalty if they work in part-
time jobs, according to a new 
study published today.

Mothers tend to spend more 
time in part-time employment, 
so they do not benefit from pay 
rises associated with more 
experience, research found.

The report, funded by the 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation 
and published by the Institute 
of Financial Studies, states that 
the pay gap is partly explained 
by mums taking on part-time 
jobs and stopping paid work 
altogether while looking after 
children.

Childless women earn about 
10 per cent less than men, but 
the gap increases “rapidly” for 
many women after they have 
children, the report says. Over-

all, mums earn about 30 per 
cent less on average than dads 
with a similar level of educa-
tion by the time a first child 
reaches the age of 20.

IFS associate director Monica 
Costa Dias said that the govern-
ment must understand the rea-
sons why working part-time has 
“a long-term depressing effect” 
on wage growth so that the gen-
der wage gap can be narrowed.

The overall gender wage gap 
has fallen from 28 per cent to 
18 per cent since the early 1990s 
for those without a higher edu-
cation but has remained at 22 
per cent for those that have, the 
study reveals.

Chief executive of gender 
equality charity the Fawcett 
Society Sam Smethers, said: 
“What this study shows very 
clearly is that as a society we 
are not doing enough to value 
women’s talents. That is a blow 
to our productivity and a huge 
problem for the economy as a 
whole.

“We need to make it possible 
for part-time work to keep 
women on the career ladder. 
Employers should offer all 
roles, including more senior 
ones, as flexible working unless 
there is a good business case 
not to, and create more senior 
part-time roles.”

Joseph Rowntree Foundation 
chief analyst Helen Barnard 
said mums “pay a heavy price” 
for balancing part-time work 

and looking after their chil-
dren as the poverty rate for 
part-time workers is double 
that for those who work full-
time.

She said that bosses should 
increase the number and qual-
ity of jobs available on part-
time hours rather than only 
allowing existing workers to 
negotiate a shorter work week.

In the mean time, Ms Bar-
nard said, “as child poverty 
rises,” Chancellor Philip Ham-
mond “should show he under-
stands these pressures and ease 
the constraints facing low 
income part-time workers and 
their families by lifting the 
benefits freeze and fixing uni-
versal credit so families keep 
more of their earnings.”

lamiatsabin@peoples-press.com

FAWCETT’S SMETHERS: Stats show society does not do enough to value women’s talents
by Lamiat Sabin
Parliamentary 
Reporter

FROM P1: migrant workers 
when Britain leaves the EU is 
also a contributory factor — the 
NHS is heavily dependent on 
staff from overseas.

Shadow health secretary 
Jonathan Ashworth said: “This 
damning report from the RCN 
exposes the government’s hollow 
promises on nurse recruitment.

“Ministers have failed to 
deliver the number of nurses the 
NHS needs to keep patients safe 
and, by removing the nurse bur-

sary, they’re damaging recruit-
ment for years to come as well.

“Ministers needs to get a grip 
and come up with a sustainable 
long term plan for the NHS 
which deals with the staffing 
crisis and gives the NHS the 
funding it needs.”

To add to NHS problems, new 
research funded by the 
National Institute for Health 
Research has also revealed that 
the number of unfilled GP posts 
quadrupled between 2012 and 

2014, while the number of fam-
ily doctors fell by 1,000.

Public frustration at the treat-
ment of the NHS burst on to the 
streets across Britain on Saturday.

An estimated 60,000 people 
marched on Downing Street, and 
thousands more protested in cit-
ies and towns in the regions.

They called for an end to the 
handing of billions of pounds 
in taxpayers’ cash to profit-
hungry healthcare privateers.

peterlazenby@peoples-press.com

�QFRONT PAGE

Ministers miss chances to � x NHS crisis
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ASSOCIATION OF INDIAN COMMUNISTS (GB)

Red Salute to our beloved and dedicated comrade Avtar 
Sadiq. He was a Marxist with inspiring energy, ideas and 
actions. We share this grief and loss with the family, 
friends, community he served and fraternal organisations 
that have sent us messages of support and condolences. 

Lal Salaam!
Red Salute!

AVTAR SINGH 
Secretary AIC Leicester

Pundit Kishori Lal Bhavan, 88 Hastings Road, Leicester LE5 0HL
INDIAN WORKERS’ ASSOCIATION (LEICESTER)

Comrade Avtar Sadiq’s sudden death is a great loss to our community 
in Leicestershire. His relentless � ght against racism, discrimination in 
all its forms and formations, fascism, and religious fundamentalism of 
all shades and shapes is exemplary. He dedicated his whole life to the 
cause of the downtrodden and working class through his writings, 
actions, initiatives and actions. 

He will always be with us. We share this grief with his family, members 
of our association and organisations with which he was associated with.

MOHINDER FARMA DYAL BAGRI 
President Secretary

Pundit Kishori Lal Bhavan, 88 Hastings Road, Leicester LE5 0HL

INDIAN WORKERS’ ASSOCIATION (GB)
Express heartfelt condolences at the 
irreplaceable loss of a dedicated soldier 
of the working class.

“It’s because of IWA (GB) that my voice 
reached out to the people and as a result 
I received recognition as a writer and 
freelance journalist.” 

“Always strive to struggle to improve 
yourself and serve others” Avtar Sadiq

DYAL BAGRI National President
JOGINDER BAINS General Secretary

Established 1938

Comrade Avtar Singh Sadiq
13 April 1941-28 Jan 2018

ASSOCIATION OF INDIAN COMMUNISTS (GB)

We lower our scarlet banner in the fond 
memory of our much loved Comrade Avtar 
Sadiq who lived his entire life in the service 
of humanity. (13 April 1941-28 January 2018)
Comrade Avtar Sadiq exempli� ed the immortal quote of Nikolai Ostrovsky: “Man’s dearest 
possession is life. It is given to him but once, and he must live it so as to feel no torturing 
regrets for wasted years, never know the burning shame of a mean and petty past; so live 
that, dying, he might say: all my life, all my stre ngth were given to the � nest cause in all the 
world — the � ght for the Liberation of Mankind”  

www.indobrit.org

HARSEV BAINS AIC EXECUTIVE 
Secretary COMMITTEE

�QWAR ON THE POOR

Claimants’ scourge McVey 
quits role with Samaritans
by Peter Lazenby

DESPISED government minister 
Esther McVey has resigned from 
the advisory board of the 
Samaritans after facing accusa-
tions of hypocrisy.

Under the Con-Dem govern-
ment she worked as minister 
for disabled people, taking a 
leading role in ushering in the 
reviled bedroom tax and ben-
efit sanctions blamed for driv-
ing desperate people to suicide.

Trade unionists and other 
activists who had mounted a 
“sack Esther McVey” campaign 
leading to her 2015 general 
election unseating revitalised 
it after Prime Minister Theresa 
May’s insensitive appointment 
of Ms McVey as Work & Pensions 
Secretary in January.

They were astonished to dis-
cover that she had joined the 
advisory board of the charity, 
which offers help for people 
contemplating suicide.

Now the Samaritans have 
announced that Ms McVey has 
stepped down from the role 

“due to her commitments” in 
government.

A spokesman for the charity 
said: “She was invited by the 
board to become a member in 
early 2017 when she was chair 
of the British Transport Police 
Authority, one of the partners 
we work with to reduce suicides 
in the rail environment.

“We are extremely grateful 
to Esther for her support for the 
work of Samaritans and for the 
time she has given to the advi-
sory board.”

Her departure has been wel-
comed by campaigners, 
who pointed out that 
her department has 
implemented work 
assessments for 
unemployed and 
disabled people.

The tests have 
caused huge distress 
and resulted in ben-
efit sanctions for 
an estimated 1.2 
million of Britain’s 
most vulnerable 
people.

When she 

was disabled minister, the 
Department for Work & Pen-
sions also implemented the 
bedroom tax, forcing people 
out of their homes for having 
“too much room” or withdraw-
ing their housing benefits.

Sack Esther McVey cam-
paign convener Alec McFad-
den said: “We could not 
believe it when we found 
that McVey was a mem-
ber of the advisory 
board of the Samaritans, 
which helps people con-
templating suicide.

“It was completely 
inappropriate consider-
ing her background 
enforcing the bedroom 
tax and benefits sanc-

tions, the very things 
which drove many people 

to suicide.”
Ms McVey, formerly MP for 

Wirral West, was defeated in 
2015 in one of the biggest 
swings from the Tories to 
Labour. She returned to Parlia-
ment in 2017 after being given 
the safe Tory seat of Tatton.

peterlazenby@peoples-press.com

�QLABOUR PARTY

New London youth 
leader vows to help 
Corbyn win power
by Nathan Akehurst
at University College London

ARTIN GILES, the new head of 
London Labour’s youth wing, 
pledged to make the organisa-
tion “a shock force for socialist 
advance” after a dramatic vic-
tory this weekend.

London Young Labour, which 
held its annual general meeting 
on Saturday at University Col-
lege London, represents thou-
sands of party members under 
27, but engagement with the 
youth movement has often 
been seen as low.

In a closely fought election 
for the post of chair, west Lon-
don teacher Mr Giles, who has 
been active in Momentum, 
fended off challenger Rania 
Ramli with 198 votes to 152, a 
significant turnout increase.

Committee election counts 
will finish later this week, but 
a left majority is predicted.

A jubilant Mr Giles told the 

Morning Star: “We have a huge 
task ahead, I want to mobilise 
thousands of members.”

He pledged to hold political 
schools on issues ranging from 
workplace organising to social-
ist economics.

Mr Giles said: “London Young 
Labour can, must and will play 
a part in getting Jeremy Corbyn 
into Downing Street.”

The conference was 
addressed by shadow chancellor 
John McDonnell following a 
series of policy debates, which 
included a call to support ten-
ants’ ballots on regeneration 
projects, a motion which was 
ruled out of order last year.

Housing, as well as forthcom-
ing local elections, will be at 
the top of London Young 
Labour’s priority list.

The AGM precedes national 
youth elections this spring that 
will include a coveted place on 
Labour’s ruling national execu-
tive committee.

news@peoples-press.com
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Leicester Morning Star 
Readers & Supporters Group

AVTAR SADIQ
Explained the web of deceit

Thank you comrade

PROGRESSIVE WRITERS ASSOCIATION GB

AVTAR SADIQ
We will continue the struggle 
for justice, peace and solidarity.
You always will be in our 
thoughts and actions. 

GURNAM DHILLON SARWAN ZAFAR 
General Secretary Assistant Secretary

Established 1969

�QHARINGEY DEVELOPMENT VEHICLE

Kober accuses her 
critics of ‘sexism 
and bullying’
by Nathan Akehurst

HOUSING campaigners and 
Labour members responded 
with dismay yesterday after 
Haringey council leader Claire 
Kober accused them of “sex-
ism and bullying.”

Ms Kober accused oppo-
nents of the controversial 
Haringey Development Vehicle 
(HDV) of being “intimidating” 
and part of a “toxic culture.”

Her comments on BBC1’s 
Andrew Marr Show followed 
her announcement that she 
will resign as Haringey’s leader 
after May’s local elections.

But hours before her appear-
ance on the show, emails 
reportedly sent by Ms Kober 
indicated her preparation of 
“dossiers” against opponents, 
including sitting councillors.

The television programme 
did not give opponents of the 
Haringey Development 
Vehicle a chance to 
respond to Ms Kober’s 
claims, provoking accu-
sations of bias.

Ms Kober’s record has 
been dogged by the 
HDV, a plan to 
place £2 billion 
worth of public 
land and assets 
into a partner-
ship with pri-

vate developer LendLease.
The scheme has been widely 

opposed, with key criticisms 
being its secrecy, a lack of 
resident engagement, the 
amount of power and property 
being handed to the private 
sector and a shortage of guar-
anteed, genuinely affordable 
housing for locals.

Internal Labour elections 
for council candidates have 
returned a majority of anti-
HDV contenders and the par-
ty’s national executive stepped 
in last week to express its 
opposition to the HDV.

Ms Kober also claimed that 
criticism of her competence 
was motivated by sexism, point-
ing to her record as “the most 
senior councillor in London.”

But Tottenham Labour 
member Seema Chandwani 
pointed out that Ms Kober’s 
allies had attacked HDV oppo-
nents including female MP 

Catherine West.
She said: “We do femi-

nism a disservice when 
we lose a political debate 
and blame it on sexism. 
We’re pretty proud of our 
track record in having 

more than the rule-
book minimum of 
women in positions.”

news@peoples-press.com
 Star comment 

and Adrian Weir: p8

�QJOB LOSSES

WORKERS ‘PAY THE PRICE’ 
FOR PROFIT’S SUPREMACY
by Alan Jones 

UNIONS have warned that 
workers are paying the price 
for a “continual drive” for 
profit with the loss of thou-
sands of jobs since the start of 
the year.

Morrison, Marks and Spen-
cer, Tesco and Sainsbury’s are 
among firms making job loss 
announcements or site closures 
in recent weeks. They join B&Q, 
Vauxhall, Coca-Cola, Colmans 
Mustard and Kimberly-Clark in 
announcing cuts.

The collapse of construction 
giant Carillion could also lead 
to thousands of job cuts among 

workers and contractors, 
unions fear.

GMB general secretary Tim 
Roache said: “What links all of 
these companies is that workers 
are paying for the continual 
drive for profit above all else.

“At Carillion, that’s led to the 
company going bust and taking 
thousands of jobs with it. In other 
places it’s simply because the com-
panies want to earn more money.

“If we look at big household 
names like Colmans and Coca-
Cola, efficient and profitable 
manufacturing sites are being 
closed to elevate margins and 
enhance shareholder value. 
They’re not in trouble, they just 
want to make more.

“Retail companies have been 
squeezing workforce costs — 
worse sick pay, almost no pen-
sion schemes left, being asked 
to work more for less — to sim-
ply maintain margins.”

He warned the cuts might 
make balance sheets look better 
but will have a detrimental 
impact on the lives and com-
munities of the workforce.

TUC general secretary 
Frances O’Grady said: “It’s been 
a bleak January for many work-
ers who’ve faced the sack.

“Too many big companies are 
treating their staff like dispos-
able labour. Bosses forget that 
these are real people, not fig-
ures on a spreadsheet.

“All employers considering 
redundancies should sit down 
with unions and work out some 
better solutions to protect jobs 
and increase productivity.”

The union warning comes as 
a study by accountants Moore 
Stephens published today shows 
that more than 2,600 construc-
tion firms became insolvent in 
the last financial year. This 
huge figure represents an 8 per 
cent jump in 2016-17 when com-
pared with the previous year.

Moore Stephens’s Lee Causer 
warned: “The fall of Carillion 
could be the trigger for even 
more construction companies 
going under.”

news@peoples-press.com

TIM ROACHE: Carillion collapse and cuts at big-name � rms are just about making more money

WORKING-CLASS HERO: A 
bronze statue of a suffragette 
was unveiled in Leicester 
yesterday to mark the 
centenary of women winning 
the right to vote.

The 7ft bronze statue of 
Alice Hawkins, a shoe factory 

machinist who led the 
women’s suffrage movement 
in the city in the early 1900s, 
was inaugurated in Leicester 
Market Square, where she 
would have delivered many of 
her speeches.

About 1,000 people turned 

out for celebrate the Repre-
sentation of the People Act 
1918, which granted the vote 
to all men and some women. 

They was also a march 
from Leicester’s Secular Hall 
and a re-enactment of a 
soapbox speech by Hawkins.

�Q SOVIET SACRIFICE

Manchester marks victory at Stalingrad
THE 75th anniversary of the 
end of the Battle of Stalingrad 
in 1943 was marked at Man-
chester’s cenotaph on Saturday.

The battle, which lasted 14 
months, is seen as the turning 
point of the second world war, 
as the Soviet Union resisted the 
onslaught by nazi Germany’s 
invaders and turned the tide.

Tens of thousands of German 
prisoners were taken and Rus-
sia’s Red Army began its inexo-
rable repulsion of the invaders. 
At Stalingrad the advance was 
halted, and turned into a hard-
fought rout of the nazis. The cost 
to Russia of the nazi invasion 
was horrific — an estimated 23 
million dead.

A small placard was displayed 
in Manchester on Saturday, say-
ing: “We stand here to pay trib-
ute to the memory to the brave 
Soviet defenders, armed forces 
and civilians, who withstood and 
smashed the might of the nazi 
war machine, suffering unim-
aginable hardship and horror. 
They will never be forgotten.”

CELEBRATION: A women’s rights 
demonstation in Leicester yesterday 
before a statue of su� ragette Alice 
Hawkins (below right) was unveiled 
in the city’s Market Square
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WE’RE HIRING

CLOSING DATE: February 19

INTERNATIONAL EDITOR
We are seeking an international editor to join 
the team at our busy London newsroom.
Regular Sunday working is required as part of a  
�ve-day 35-hour week in order to cover the 
paper’s six publication days.
Wages start at circa £21,500 per annum subject 
to a probationary period. Holidays start at 28 
days a year rising to 30 days, plus bank holidays.
If you have the skills and you’re ready to take 
on a new challenge at a national newspaper 
which isn’t afraid to tell it like it is, email jobs@
peoples-press.com for an application pack.

DAWN POWER
We are shocked and saddened to 
learn of the sudden loss of Dawn.

We will miss Dawn’s gentle voice, her 
lovely manner, and her readiness to 

help when she answered the phone at 
the Star.

Her kindness and thoughtfulness to 
our family will not be forgotten.

Sincere condolences to her family, 
friends and colleagues at the Star.

George and Tanya Wills

�QMALDIVES

Regime at war 
with court over 
political prisoners
by Our Foreign Desk

MALDIVES Attorney General 
Mohamed Anil warned the coun-
try’s Supreme Court yesterday 
that an attempt to unseat the 
president would be unconstitu-
tional, amid a political crisis that 
has left the government in chaos.

Mr Anil told a news confer-
ence that he had heard “rumours 
that the Supreme Court is going 
to order the impeachment” of 
President Yameen Abdul 
Gayoom.

He said that the president can 
be ousted only through a vote in 
parliament and that police and 
security forces would not obey 
an impeachment order from an 
“illegitimate set of people.”

Mohammed Nasheed, the 
ousted former president and Mr 
Yameen’s main rival, said that 
comments from Mr Anil and 
other officials were “tantamount 
to a coup.”

The crisis started with a 

Supreme Court ruling on Thurs-
day that ordered the release and 
retrial of nine opposition politi-
cians, saying that the guilty 
verdicts in their cases had been 
swayed by politics.

Mr Nasheed is one of them, 
but he lives in exile after being 
forced to resign in 2012 and 
convicted of terrorism in 2015 
in a questionable trial.

The head of the Maldives 
police was sacked by the govern-
ment after the force said that it 
would uphold the court’s order. 
His successor has proved more 
pliable. No prisoners had been 
released as of yesterday and the 
government claimed that it was 
impractical to have the men 
released, which the court has 
rejected.

The court had also ordered 
the reinstatement of 12 sus-
pended MPs. Two of them who 
returned to the Maldives on 
Saturday were immediately 
arrested by police.

international@peoples-press.com

by Ben Chacko

THE shooting spree by a far-
right terrorist in the Italian city 
of Macerata grew from “a cul-
ture of hatred” that continues 
to be fed by mainstream politi-
cians, socialists warned yester-
day.

Luca Traini was arrested on 
Saturday after driving around 
the city firing at black people, 
wounding six. One was still in 
intensive care when the Morn-
ing Star went to press.

Interior Minister Marco Min-
niti said Mr Traini was moti-
vated “by racial hatred” and 
had a background “of right-
wing extremism with clear 
references to fascism and 
nazism.” He reportedly gave a 
nazi salute on his arrest. Pic-
tures of him in custody 
revealed a Wolfsangel tattoo on 
his forehead.

Mr Minniti said the attacks 
formed “a completely random 
armed retaliation raid” — the 
“retaliation” being an apparent 
response to the killing of 

Pamela Mastropietro, whose 
body was found nearby some 
days earlier. A man of Nigerian 
origin has been arrested on 
suspicion of that murder.

Mr Traini had previously 
stood for the xenophobic 
Northern League as a council-
lor. Acquaintances said he had 

also been “affiliated” at times 
to the fascist Forza Nuova and 
CasaPound organisations.

Northern League leader Mat-
teo Salvini, who has pledged 
to deport half a million immi-
grants if elected in March 4’s 
parliamentary vote, distanced 
himself from Mr Traini, saying 

“anyone who shoots is a delin-
quent” before immediately 
blaming immigration for the 
“social conflict” the attempted 
killings represented.

The party is fighting the 
election in coalition with Sil-
vio Berlusconi’s Forza Italia 
and the small Brothers of Italy 
party.

But Communist Refounda-
tion national secretary Mau-
rizio Acerba, a candidate of the 
Potere al Popolo (power to the 
people) alliance next month, 
said those who awaited “words 
of comfort from the racist Sal-
vini” would be disappointed.

“We cannot find words of 
common sense or humanity 
from those who feed this cul-
ture of hatred and xenophobia 
every day,” he said.

Potere al Popolo called on Mr 
Minniti to outlaw CasaPound 
and other fascist organisations 
that inspired terrorist acts.

The Macerata shootings, the 
latest in a long list of far-right 
outrages, “could have been a 
massacre,” the alliance said.

benchacko@peoples-press.com

�QITALY

‘Culture of hatred’ behind 
racist Macerata shootings

EMERGENCY: Paramedics attend a wounded man after Saturday’s 
shooting broke out in Macerata

COMMODITY: Kids play during a hand-out of food by Oxfam outside Akobo town, one of the last rebel-held strongholds in South Sudan. Child 
abductions have risen during the country’s civil war as desperate people try to make a living. One child is said to sell for 20 cows
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�QWEST BANK

Vengeful plan to ‘legalise’ West Bank settlement
by Our Foreign Desk

ISRAEL plans to “legalise” the 
illegal settlement of Havat 
Gilad, Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu said yester-
day, in response to the drive-by 
shooting of one of its residents.

“Whoever thought that, 
through the reprehensible 
murder of a resident of Havat 

Gilad, a father of six, that our 
spirit can be broken and we 
can be weakened is making a 
bitter mistake,” he told minis-
ters.

The settlement near Nablus 
was not previously recognised 
officially by Israel, unlike 
about 120 other West Bank set-
tlements that have fragmented 
Palestine and starve Palestin-
ian communities of energy and 

water resources. All are illegal 
under international law, which 
prohibits the colonisation of 
occupied territory.

Campaign group Peace Now 
said the decision was a “cynical 
exploitation of the murder.”

Rabbi Raziel Shevah was 
shot last month from a passing 
car. Israeli troops looking for 
his killer were conducting 
arrests in the Jenin area over 

the weekend. In a confronta-
tion between soldiers and 
stone-throwing youths, 
19-year-old Ahmad Abu-Obeid 
shot dead.

Israel also demolished a 
school built with EU aid 
money in a West Bank Bedouin 
community yesterday, claim-
ing it did not have appropriate 
permits. The children were 
forced to attend classes in a 

nearby barber’s shop.
Israel began issuing deporta-

tion notices to African refu-
gees yesterday.

It is offering refugees from 
Eritrea and Sudan varying cash 
sums and a plane ticket if they 
agree to be deported within 60 
days. Those who have not 
agreed by April 1 will be 
imprisoned.

international@peoples-press.com

�QSYRIA

RUSSIA is looking for 
answers after extremists 
brought down a Su-25 
ground attack aircraft 
near the Syrian city of 
Idlib at the weekend.

The war plane was hit by 
a portable ground-to-air 
missile over the town of 
Maasran, where it was 
providing air support to 
Syrian soldiers trying to 
retake rebel-held territory.

The al-Qaida-linked 
Tahrir-al-Sham group 
claimed responsibility and 
confirmed that the pilot 
had been killed on the 
ground, saying that he had 
resisted capture.

Russia says it has killed 
the fighters who fired the 
rocket in subsequent raids  
but it added that Syrian 
special forces were in the 
area trying to establish 
where the rocket-launcher 
came from.

The US denied responsi-
bility, saying: “The United 
States has not provided 
any of its allied forces in 
Syria with anti-aircraft 
weapons.”

Russia seeks 
answers as 
terrorists 
down plane

�QUNITED STATES

TRUMP’S NEW NUKES APPROACH 
RINGS ALARM BELLS WORLDWIDE  
US PRESIDENT Donald Trump’s 
plan for a “more flexible” 
nuclear strategy which would 
involve building lower-yield 
nuclear bombs rang alarm bells 
around the world at the week-
end.

The Pentagon’s Nuclear Pos-
ture Review, published on Fri-
day, argues that the US should 
invest in smaller tactical 
nuclear missiles which could 
supposedly be used without 
triggering a global nuclear war.

Pentagon policy chief John 
Rood said the purpose would 

still be “deterrence,” but 
Defence Secretary James Mattis 
suggested the weapons could 
be used in response to a non-
nuclear attack.

US generals have long pushed 
for smaller nuclear weapons 
that they hold would give them 
an edge in localised conflicts, 
but White House support for 
the strategy is new. In 2016, US 
journalist Joe Scarborough 

reported that Donald Trump 
had asked three times during 
a one-hour foreign policy brief-
ing why he couldn’t use nuclear 
weapons.

Joseph Cirincione of the 
Ploughshares Fund disarma-
ment group said the new strat-
egy “greatly increases the risk 
of nuclear war.

“This strategy gives [Mr 
Trump] a massive rebuild of the 
current cold-war arsenal, com-
plete with new missions and 
new weapons, to include 
responding to a cyber attack 

with a nuclear bomb,” he told 
the Los Angeles Times.

China called on the US yes-
terday to abandon its “cold-war 
mentality” and accept its “spe-
cial and primary responsibility” 
for nuclear disarmament as the 
world’s leading nuclear power.

Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov attacked the 
“confrontational” nature of the 
proposals. Moscow hinted at a 
new arms race, saying it would 
take “necessary measures” to 
ensure its security in response.

The “smaller” bombs mooted 

by the US were described as hav-
ing a yield of 20 kilotons or less 
— still equivalent to the bomb 
dropped on Nagasaki in 1945 
that killed 70,000 people.

Washington, like its Nato allies 
Britain and France, has always 
asserted the “right” to make first 
use of nuclear weapons, some-
thing China and India have 
pledged never to do. The Soviet 
Union also maintained a no-first-
strike policy but this was dropped 
by Russia in 1993. Only the US has 
ever actually used the weapons.

benchacko@peoples-press.com

FRESH ARMS RACE: Russia slams ‘confrontational’ US plans and will adopt ‘necessary measures’ to ensure its security

by Ben Chacko

�QGREECE

100,000 
gather to 
deplore the 
neighbours
WELL OVER 100,000 people 
gathered in Athens yesterday 
at a right-wing rally to 
denounce a compromise deal 
between the Greek govern-
ment and neighbouring 
Macedonia over the former 
Yugoslav republic’s name.

Protesters were bussed in 
from around the country, 
and others took ferries from 
the Greek islands.

A counterdemonstration 
of about 700 leftwingers 
called for Balkan unity.

A previous rally in 
Thessaloniki, northern 
Greece, in January drew 
about 90,000 people.

The chauvinist protests 
are to demand that neigh-
bouring Macedonia not be 
allowed to use “Macedonia” 
in its official name, even 
though 100 states recognise 
it by that name. Rightwing-
ers allege that it implies a 
claim on the Greek region of 
the same name.

The issue has become a 
rallying point for several 
right-wing factions in Greece 
and the Orthodox church is 
urging its followers to attend 
the rallies.

SCHOOL’S OUT: Bedouin children survey the 
rubble of their  classrooms destroyed yesterday 
by the Israeli army in the village of Abu Nuwar, 
West Bank. The occupiers claimed the EU-
funded structure was built without proper 
permits and was in a precarious condition
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HARINGEY council leader Claire Kober continues her round 
of TV and radio studios, before she stands down in May, to 
accuse unnamed people in the Labour Party of bullyin g and 
sexism.

Other Labour members seeking justice in response to 
perceived abuse would be expected to put their case to the 
national executive committee, but Kober doesn’t do s o, accus-
ing the NEC itself of being part of the problem.

BBC presenter Andrew Marr pointed out that Kober’s 
complaints appear largely based on hearsay, which poses 
the question: Why should one major news programme a fter 
another give space for her unsubstantiated allegations?

The same applies to the decision of the Daily Mail and 
the Daily Politics BBC TV programme to offer a platform to 
Nora Mulready, whose claim to fame appears to be that she 
joined Labour 20 years ago and has decided to leave.

Mulready nails her colours to Kober’s mast, demeaning 
the vast swathe of local opinion that opposed her H aringey 
Development Vehicle.

According to Mulready, “those who now dominate Labo ur” 
… “fought (and have probably won) to keep people in posi-
tions of deprivation.”

She adds: “I am someone who speaks out, I believe in 
debate, I believe in saying what you think and, right now, 
I don’t think the Labour Party is safe for those wh o do that.”

In doing so, she and Kober play into the hands of the 
Tories, who, bereft of ideas to justify their divisive and 
destructive policies, have hit on “hard-left bullyi ng” as their 
latest hobby horse after their disgraceful efforts to accuse 
Jeremy Corbyn of tolerating a wave of anti-semitism in 
Labour.

Theresa May called for a crackdown on intimidation 
in politics at the weekend, warning of a “permanent 
coarsening and toxifying” of public debate unless a ction 
is taken.

Her party also launched a petition on this issue, laying 
bare the intention to make political capital rather than 
confront a real problem.

Her chairman Brandon Lewis confirmed this yesterday 
with his insistence on resurrecting the old canard of John 
McDonnell supposedly threatening Work & Pensions Sec-
retary Esther McVey with violence.

May noted the unacceptability of anyone having “to face 
threats and intimidation” because they have expressed a 
political opinion.

“We can all see this change happening and I know that 
many share my concern about it,” she added, as though this 
is a new phenomenon and she has been foremost in con-
fronting it.

Nearly half the recorded threats and abuse to polit icians 
in Britain have been directed against one woman: Diane 
Abbott.

Tory politicians, including May, allowed the torrent of 
threats, racist and sexist insults to pass unremarked until 
quite recently — but that was before they saw an opportunity 
to capitalise.

Had the Tories been honest about the need to confront 
abuse and lay down acceptable standards for public life, 
they would have approached Labour and other parties to 
adopt a collective position.

They didn’t because they have profited from years of gut-
ter journalism in the Murdoch rags, the Mail and others 
where abuse of Labour politicians, notably Tony Benn, was 
viewed as useful by Tory Party HQ.

No-one can point to a single incident where, in political 
terms, Corbyn has played the opponent rather than th e ball.

His approach is based on power of argument, which 
has contributed to the growing realisation in Labour that 
privatisation, in all its various forms, including the Harin-
gey Development Vehicle, does not benefit working-class 
people.

There’s a sinister political 
agenda behind Kober’s 
unsubstantiated claims 
about bullying in Labour

Star comment

T
HE people power 
that has brought 
an end to the 
Haringey Develop-
ment Vehicle 
(HDV) has shown 

that surrender to the interests 
of multinational construction 
firms is not welcome by local 
residents and the many social 
movements that they are part of.

Councils in London are 
under great pressure to deal 
with the Tory-inspired housing 
crisis but, in boroughs neigh-
bouring Haringey, Labour lead-
erships have responded inno-
vatively but without capitula-
tion to the corporations.

Camden, Islington and 
Enfield have all provided dif-
ferent models to deal with the 
crisis. The borough that is in 
cahoots with Haringey’s chosen 
developer, Australian multina-
tional Lendlease, is Southwark.

The redevelopment of South-
wark’s Heygate Estate, in “part-
nership” with Lendlease, has 
transformed an estate with 
1,200 socially rented homes 
into a gentrified enclave with 
some reports estimating that 
100 per cent of the new homes 
have been privately sold, many 
two or three at a time, to Far 
Eastern “investors.”

Such are the seismic waves 
caused by the victory of people 
power in Haringey that South-
wark councillors this week have 
voted not to proceed, at the 
moment at least, with their sec-
ond phase gentrification project, 
the redevelopment of the Ele-
phant & Castle shopping centre.

The HDV was not the only 
Haringey Council property deal 
to provoke controversy. The 
Hornsey Town Hall develop-
ment involves the historic site 
being handed over to Hong 
Kong-based, but Cayman 
Islands-registered, developers 
Far East Consortium. FEC will 
build 147 apartments for 
the private sector and 
just 11 for social 
rent.

Not surprisingly 600 com-
munity objections were laid 
against the council’s Hornsey 
Town Hall plan but all were 
brushed aside.

A number of the Haringey 
cabinet members attended the 
disreputable property fair 
MIPIN held in Cannes on the 
French Riviera.

MIPIN acts as exchange for 
contractors, financiers and 
those from the public sector 
who feel they can mix it with 
the big boys. It was here that 
Haringey was introduced to 
Lendlease and plans for the 
HDV were laid.

There was an unprecedented 
coalition ranged against coun-
cil leader Claire Kober’s grand 
HDV project.

Both Hornsey & Wood Green 
and Tottenham CLPs were 
opposed as were a sizeable 
number of Labour bor-

ough councillors. Social move-
ments were joined by trade 
unions in opposition.

Perhaps most tellingly both 
local Labour MPs, Catherine 
West and David Lammy, were 
forthright in their opposition. 
Lammy, who has often been 
characterised as coming from 
the Blairite wing of the party, 
has remained extremely vocif-
erous in his opposition.

When resigning this week 
Kober and her supporters have 
made unsubstantiated claims 
of bullying and worse in the 
Labour Party in Haringey. These 
claims were picked up and 
repeated by gullible, or com-
plicit, journalists who have not 
sought, or could not be both-
ered with, the facts.

However, in his November 
2017 letter to Kober giving 
notice of resigning from the 

council, Stuart McNamara 

says: “You have only main-
tained a majority in the Labour 
Group through a combination 
of patronage and punishment. 
Our interventions are regarded 
with suspicion and hostility 
and you have attempted to pub-
licly humiliate some of us with 
suspensions, formal warnings 
and demotions so as to keep us 
in our places.”

W
hen resigning 
from Kober’s 
cabinet in 
January this 
year Peray 

Ahmet wrote: “I had hoped that 
by serving in cabinet I could 
bring a divergent view and per-
suade colleagues to take differ-
ent decisions.

“However, this has often 
proved futile with decisions 
made in advance and brought 
to cabinet and Labour Group to 
be rubber-stamped. This top-
down style of leadership and 
failure to collaborate has led to 
poor decision-making on a 
range of issues.”

Most, if not all, activists 
acknowledge that women in 
public life do face sexism and 

no-one condones that. 
Claire Kober should 

approach her 
CLP for 

support 
a n d 

a s k 
i t 

to 

ADRIAN WEIR says claims that 
the left or Momentum have been 
purging or intimidating councillors 
are without foundation

Haringey’s story i
for democracy

ALLEGATIONS: Since stepping down former council leader 
Claire Kober has attacked opponents of the Haringey 
Development Vehicle in the Times and the Guardian
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investigate if she is making 
specific allegations against 
local party members.

There was certainly no bul-
lying in the recent councillor 
selection process. As a member 
of the party’s Local Campaign 
Forum I personally monitored 
the selection process in five 
wards during November and 
December last year. The only 
remarkable incident happened 
at Kober’s own selection meet-
ing in Seven Sisters.

Some councillors who will 
not be contesting the council 
elections in May this year sim-
ply resigned.

Others, when local members 
decided they wanted an open 
contest, opted to withdraw at 
that stage in the process. 
Finally, a third group lost the 
ballot of local ward members 
to be candidates.

All three reasons for not 
being a candidate in May have 
been lumped together by much 
of the media and portrayed as 
a purge of the “moderates” 
when in the first two cases the 
sitting members chose to leave 
of their own volition.

In every case, secret ballots 
approved by the NEC and over-
seen by the party’s London 
Region ensured maximum 
member participation and 
showed the strength of democ-
racy within the party.

Much has been made of the 
NEC apparent “intervention” in 
Haringey last week, but this 
was not an NEC initiative. 
Twenty-one Haringey council-

lors who were concerned that 
another group of councillors 
most likely be in a minority 
after the local government elec-
tions would bind the new 
Labour group to the unpopular 
and untested HDV wrote to the 
NEC asking for support.

The NEC course of action 
that was decided upon unani-
mously, including the local 
government representatives, 
was for mediation between the 
two sets of councillors in Harin-
gey and, if mediation failed, the 
NEC as a fallback position 
agreed to “strongly advise” the 
Labour leadership of the coun-
cil not to proceed with the HDV.

At no time, contrary to press 
reports, did the NEC issue any 
instruction to Haringey Labour 
Group or the leader.

In conclusion, much has 
been made in the media of the 
role of Momentum. This ought 
to be immediately discounted. 
If Momentum were organising 
a purge of the “moderates” 
surely this would be a national 
trend and not restricted to a 
single north London borough.

The events in Haringey have 
not been orchestrated by 
Momentum. This is a local mat-
ter that has been taken up by 
local members of the Labour 
Party and locally affiliated 
trade unions who said “No” to 
a neoliberal fix for the housing 
crisis in Haringey.

 �QAdrian Weir is trade union liai-
son officer, Hornsey & Wood Green 
Constituency Labour Party.

A
VTAR SINGH SADIQ 
was born on April 
13 1941 in the small 
village of Chak, now 
in Pakistan, and fol-

lowing the partition of 1947, 
which is stained with the blood 
of so many of innocent people 
on both sides of this divide, his 
parents managed to reach their 
original home Kahlon, a small 
village in East Punjab.  

His mother died when he was 
only 11. His father was a poor 
peasant and married again to 
support the family as was the 
requirement to sustain life.

His stepmother did not treat 
him well, but he never blamed 
her or his stepbrothers for it. He 
remained very close to his step-
brothers and sisters. The painful 
experiences of childhood gave 
him a sense of humanity and 
kindness.

He was one of the most rec-
ognisable faces of the Indian 
Marxists in the UK.

He shared the visible signa-
ture identity of his lifelong 
political inspiration, the vet-
eran leader of the Communist 
Party of India (Marxist), Hark-
ishan Singh Surjeet. He main-
tained his long hair and wore 
a turban with pride.

Avtar Singh “Khomal” was his 
first pen-name, but he later 
changed it to Avtar Sadiq as sug-
gested by a renowned Punjabi 
writer Gurbax Singh Preetlari 
— meaning in Arabic and Urdu 
“truthful friend” — to personify 
his dedication to a secular, dem-
ocratic and socialist ideology.

Comrade Sadiq, as he was 
fondly called, graduated from 
DAV College in Hoshiarpur in 
1961 and completed postgradu-
ate teacher training from a col-
lege in Shaheed Bhagat Singh 
Nagar in Punjab.

After a short stint as a 
teacher, Sadiq, like many of his 
generation coming from the 
poorer sections of peasantry, 
left the spartan comforts of life 
in Punjab in search of a brighter 
economic future in England. 

He arrived in Leicester in 
1964, making it his home until 
he took his last breath on Janu-
ary 28 2018.

According to his son Arvinder 
Singh Kandola, “Dad always said 
in life you should strive to strug-
gle to improve yourself and 
serve others and also that life is 
beautiful. It’s given to you once 
and should be lived with enjoy-
ment and no regrets.”

The first words following 
Avtar Sadiq’s demise by his life-
long partner Gurdarshan Kaur 
were “Let there be no tears. Let 
us remember how he was 
always smiling and happy, 
never giving in to pain.”

Avtar Sadiq faced the harsh 
reality of racial discrimination 
and economic austerity of life 
in Leicester, as he started to 
build a new life as a factory 
worker with Dunlop and other 
plastic manufacturers.

From his association with 
like-minded people like 
Dharam Singh and Harkewal 
Singh Kewal he joined the local 
unit of the Indian Workers 
Association (IWA) GB in 1965.

Sadiq was elected as secre-
tary of the local writers’ unit 
in 1966. His keen interest in 
poetry and literature was soon 

recognised and Sadiq was 
elected as the cultural secre-
tary of the Leicester unit.

Sadiq saw these as the forma-
tive years of the political life that 
was to follow. He was given the 
responsibility to form the Progres-
sive Writers’ Association in 1968.

Years later Sadiq recalled this 
association with pride, stating: 
“It’s because of IWA (GB) that 
my voice reached out to the 
people and as a result I received 
recognition as a writer and 
freelance journalist.”

The IWA in turn recognised 
the talents of the gifted Sadiq, 
said his lifelong comrade 
Mohinder Farma.

“Sadiq was instrumental in 
setting up youth groups, teach-
ing folk dance, mentoring bud-
ding poets and writers, encour-
aging and inspiring communist 
activists. He was a remarkable 
role model for his peers and the 
next generation in impeccable 
socialist behaviour.”  

For Hardev Dosanjh one of the 
veteran founder members of the 
IWA GB,  “Sadiq’s poetry symbol-
ised the struggles of the working 
class for freedom, a world free 
of exploitation, with social and 
economic equality and a yearn-
ing for the alternative to neolib-
eralism ... socialism.”

“His going is such a great loss 
to the Association of Indian 
Communists (AIC), the IWA, his 
community and the progressive 
movement in Leicester and the 
whole country.

“I can’t believe that never 
again will we hear Avtar 
patiently and cogently guiding 
us on the right path to combat 
imperialism,” says veteran 
Communist Party of Britain 
comrade David Grove.

Avtar Sadiq was elected as 
the national general secretary 
of IWA GB at its Golden Jubilee 
in 1988 and then as national 
president from 1993 to 2004.

His quest for a secular demo-
cratic society was recognised at 
an international gathering of 
eminent Punjabi academics at a 
conference in Punjab during what 
was to be his last visit to his native 

homeland in November 2017.
Sadiq became quite ill at the 

conference but was not deterred 
and delivered his address before 
returning to England. Upon 
returning to Leicester his health 
further deteriorated, yet in his 
normal manner he remained 
focused on championing the 
struggle against the rising men-
ace of Hindutva fascism led by 
the paramilitary RSS and was 
planning a series of events for 
the summer.

“We will carry forward Avtar 
Sadiq’s legacy with renewed 
vigour and commitment,” said 
Joginder and Rajinder Bains 
from Derby.

Sadiq was influenced by the 
progressive movement and the 
writings of Marx and Lenin. He 
joined the AIC when it formed 
in 1967. He was elected to the 
AIC executive committee in 
1970, its secretariat and eventu-
ally as its secretary in 1995.

He held this highest post of 
the AIC until 2012, when he 
passed on the responsibilities 
due to failing health. During 
this period he attended the 
national congress of the Com-
munist Party of India (Marxist) 
on seven occasions.

As the party’s general secre-
tary Sitaram Yechury said, “The 
CPI (M) deeply regrets the passing 
away of a dedicated communist.

“Comrade Avtar Singh Sadiq 
served the party through the 
Association of Indian Commu-
nists in Great Britain and the 
Indian Workers’ Association.”

“Comrade Avtar will be sorely 
missed and will always remain 
among the ranks of dedicated 
communists working to establish 
an exploitation-free society.”

Sadiq became a familiar fig-
ure on working-class platforms. 
He, along with the support of his 
comrades in Leicester, regularly 
organised creative events to raise 
funds for the Morning Star as 
well as solidarity funds for the 
national liberation struggles in 
Palestine, Vietnam and South 
Africa, supporting the defence 
of the revolution in Cuba and the 
toiling masses of India.

Communist Party of Britain 
general secretary Robert Grif-
fiths said: “Avtar was a lifelong 
activist and communist cam-
paigner both in his local com-
munity and with the Indian 
Workers Association.

“He was recognised as a leader, 
nationally and internationally, 
and was one of the best-known 
and longest-serving cadres of the 
Association of Indian Commu-
nists here in Britain.

“He was a warm figure who 
was known to so many com-
munists in Britain and his 
energy will be sadly missed.”

 Avtar Sadiq had an insatia-
ble appetite for study and self-
development. He quit full-time 
employment in 1977 to study 
youth and community work at 
Leicester University and went 
on to study for a master’s 
degree in sociology from War-
wick University.

He used his newly acquired 
skills and knowledge to advance 
his career as an employment 
officer and became a senior 
executive officer at the time of 
his retirement in 2001 with the 
Race Equality Council in Not-
tingham and Leicester.

“Sadiq’s academic back-
ground and powerful intellect 
infused with the anti-imperi-
alist ideology of the working 
class and resonated through his 
writings and speeches. Equally 
comfortable in Punjabi and 
English, Sadiq would manipu-
late social and economic infor-
mation and provide simple 
examples to explain the com-
plexities of dialectical material-
ism,” recalls IWA GB national 
president Dyal Bagri.

By the time of his death, 
Avtar Sadiq had published four 
books on poetry, three story 
books and a travelogue of his 
visit to Cuba. He also has a cou-
ple more pending publication.   

“Avtar Sadiq was a brilliant 
student, exemplary teacher and 
the epitome of revolutionary 
leadership,” remembers Harsev 
Singh, secretary of the Associa-
tion of Indian Communists GB.

HARSEV BAINS

y is a win Avtar Sadiq, 1941-2018: 
An inspirational socialist 
and giant of anti-racism

PROUD LEGACY: Avtar Sadiq is laid to rest today

NO DEAL: Haringey residents were up in arms over plans to 
hand over council land to multinational developers
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Full Marx  core concepts explained

V
OLUNTARY organisa-
tions, especially the 
larger ones known 
as “non- governmen-
tal organisations” 

(NGOs), are extremely varied.
Their number and signifi-

cance has grown during the 
development of capitalism to 
the degree that they are some-
times known collectively as the 
“third sector,” standing between 
private capital (manufacturing, 
property and finance) and the 
state (the military, police, infra-
structure, education, the NHS 
and other services provided by 
national or local government).

The term NGO excludes 
trades unions, employers’ asso-
ciations and other “political” 
organisations, as well as not-
for-profit companies.  NGOs 
today play a political role that 
hardly existed prior to the mid-
1970s.

Some such as Oxfam, the 
Child Poverty Action Group, 
Shelter, MIND, Friends of the 
Earth and Greenpeace espouse 
progressive ideals that are 
aligned with socialism. They 
bring pressure to bear on pub-
lic policy, variously at national 
or international level, in addi-
tion to their own direct provi-
sion on behalf of their target 
groups.

Others such as arts charities 
and wildlife trusts are arguably 
politically neutral though often 
implicitly support the status 
quo.

And many NGOs, despite 
claims of neutrality, are actively 
neoliberal, for example assisting 
the privatisation of education 
or health services or facilitating 
the market integration of mar-
ginalised peoples though micro-
credit schemes, particularly in 
developing countries.

And dubious “think tanks” 
like the Institute of Economic 
Affairs (IEF) — in fact, an active 
right-wing lobbying organisa-
tion registered with the Charity 
Commission as an educational 
charity despite its refusal to 
reveal its funders — directly seek 
to challenge socialist ideas.

NGOs are an important com-
ponent of “civil society,” but 
there is debate about their over-
all role. Marx and Engels saw 
civil society as part of the ever-
changing economic and social 
base of capitalism.

Gramsci located civil society 
as part of the political super-
structure, as a vehicle for deliv-
ering capitalist hegemony — the 
dominant but changing set of 
cultural and ideological norms 
that helps the existing system 
to address its own contradic-
tions, adapt and survive.

In Britain and Europe the 
“New Left” of the 1980s held 
that civil society has a key role 
in defending people against the 
market and the state and in 
asserting a democratic will to 
influence public policy.

Some went further to argue 
that the decline of organised 
labour meant that traditional 
forms of political activity were 
outdated and ineffectual, that 
the working class no longer had 

Can charities challenge 
the capitalist system?

The MARX MEMORIAL LIBRARY considers the role of 
‘civil society’ groups in agitating for structural change

THREAT TO 
THE 
SYSTEM? 
Greenpeace 
activists carry 
in�atable sea 
creatures in 
London in a 
protest aimed 
at oil giant BP

Dr Mary Davis’s next class on Trade Unions, Class and Power takes place at the MML on February 13: mstar.link/MMLcourses

a leading role in challenging the 
power of capital and that social 
progress would be secured pri-
marily though new social group-
ings based on sectoral interests 
and on “identity politics” out-
side the economic sphere.

Subsequent experience has 
shown this to be overoptimis-
tic, to put it mildly.

The political right, at the 
same time, sees civil society as 
a battleground.

Right-wing organisations 
such as NGOWatch, established 
by the American Enterprise 
Institute, an organisation 
funded by major US corpora-
tions and right-wing founda-
tions, seek to undermine and 
discredit what they see as 
“creeping socialism.”

In Britain Tory legislation 
like the Lobbying Act, cynically 
billed by the coalition govern-
ment as a brake on corporate 
lobbying, impacts hardest on 
NGOs by banning a range of 
“regulated activities” in the 
year before a general election 
— retrospectively!

When Theresa May called her 
snap election in June last year, 
50 charities, including AgeUK, 
Amnesty, Care, Christian Aid 
Royal British Legion, the Salva-

tion Army, Save the Children 
and Sue Ryder complained of 
the “chilling effect” of this 
“unreasonable and unfair law 
which restricts our ability to 
contribute fully to a democratic 
society.”

Greenpeace revealed that it 
had become the first NGO to be 
fined (£30,000) under the Act 
for refusing to register as a 
“third-party campaigning 
organisation” in the run-up to 
the 2015 election.

The explicit intention is to 
restrict the space for social and 
political action, make civic 
engagement a force for subvert-
ing socialist ideas and at the 
same time encourage engage-
ment in “positive” activities 
which do not challenge existing 
structures of class and power.

This was a policy pursued 
successfully in the neoliberal 
transformation of socialist 
economies from 1989.

In the UK a core threat to pro-
gressive NGOs is the appoint-
ment of hard-line neoliberals to 
the Charity Commission. NGO 
“political” engagement is 
restricted while that of bodies 
like the IEF goes unchallenged.

Charitable status should be 
denied to bodies such as private 
schools that undermine public 
services while all registered 
charities should be required to 
reveal the identities of their 
major donors.

The National Council for Vol-
untary Organisations (NCVO), 
the self-proclaimed “voice of 
the sector,” pretends neutrality 
and is wary about its corporate 
connections but invariably 
sides with the status quo, shor-
ing up neoliberal policies.

Its CEO recently proposed a 
“new way forward” for civil soci-
ety  which bears remarkable 
resemblance to the now defunct 
Big Society, a volunteer-based 

stopgap for unmet social and 
environmental needs.

At the same time, big busi-
ness enthusiastically forges 
links with NGOs which 
enhance its corporate image.

It has been argued that the 
National Lottery, itself 
described as a hidden “tax on 
the poor,” — 12 per cent of the 
lottery stake goes to the state 
— has reinforced acceptance of 
neoliberal austerity because 
many NGOs have become 
dependent on lottery, and 
other, project funding and been 
co-opted and compromised in 
the process, taking on func-
tions that were previously the 
province of local authorities 
and other elected bodies.

The “gilded web” of external 
funding for NGOs, particularly 
those in health, welfare, educa-
tion and environment, poses a 
dilemma.

To reject funding means that 

vital work does not get done 
and people, society and the 
planet all suffer. To accept it 
inevitably involves compromise 
and the ever-present danger of 
co-option, even collusion with 
the “austerity” agenda.

A constant watch is required 
on NGO activities which, explic-
itly, covertly or by default, prop 
up capitalism.

At the same time many 
NGOs, and particularly those 
campaigning on issues of pov-
erty, disability and the environ-
ment, offer individuals the 
opportunity to engage in social 
action, however modest, and in 
doing so many will come to a 
better understanding of why 
change is necessary.

And within socialism, NGOs 
will play an important role in 
realising the potential of a soci-
ety where the fundamental 
causes of exploitation have 
been removed.
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Tomorrow Belongs to Us: The 
British Far Right Since 1967
Edited by Nigel Copsey 
and Matthew Worley 
(Routledge, £24.99)

AS IF we needed reminding, the 
interconnections between rac-
ism and the rise of the far right 
have been causing concern 
across Europe and beyond and 
this was demonstrated so 
clearly in the Morning Star’s 
recent review of Liz Fekete’s 
excellent book Europe’s Fault 
Lines: Racism and the Rise of 
the Far Right.

Tomorrow Belongs to Us 
focuses more specifically upon 
the far right in Britain since the 
formation of the National Front 
(NF) in 1967, although the col-
lection does include a chapter 
exploring attempts to export 
the NF elsewhere, to Australia, 
New Zealand and South Africa.

There is also a chapter on the 
links with Greece’s far right 
Golden Dawn party, including 
attempts to build support for 
it in Britain following the mur-
der of two of its activists.

The title of the book comes 
from a song written by two US 
Jews for an anti-nazi film — an 
ironic origin, given that this 
song was then reworked into a 
rock anthem as well as provid-
ing a slogan for the British 
National Party in the 1980s.

The references back to 
nazism were only too relevant, 
though, as the first chapter 
demonstrates. 

It charts the course of Holo-
caust denial and the British far 
right from the formation of the 
NF in 1967 onwards and subse-
quent chapters pick up further 
echoes of nazi mythology too 
in far-right obsessions with 
myths of Jewish conspiracies, 
linked to global finance capital-

ism and international commu-
nism.

After all, Trotsky was Jewish, 
which was somehow supposed 
to lend credence to the argu-
ment.

Subsequent chapters explore 
the varying ways in which the 
far right has developed as it 
attempts to manage the ten-
sions between street violence 
versus the need to appear more 
respectable in order to appeal 
to wider audiences and to win 
votes.

The chapters on homophobia 
and gender illustrate further 
tensions too, set against the 
background of changing atti-
tudes and cultures.

There are nuances to be 
understood here. Even the Eng-
lish Defence League (EDL), gen-
erally associated with street 
violence, needs to be seen in the 
context of activists’ emotional 
responses to grievances.

This raises wider questions 
about the failures of the liberal 
left in general, and new 
Labour’s so-called third way 
more specifically, in its lip serv-
ice to neoliberal globalisation, 
privatisation and the politics of 
austerity.

As Danny Dorling has stated, 
this was how new Labour and 
the liberal left media “created 
the circumstances in which the 
English Defence League would 
grow and of how Ukip and the 
EDL are linked.”

The need for socialist alterna-
tives, as exemplified by Jeremy 
Corbyn’s leadership of the 
Labour Party and by the Morn-
ing Star could hardly be clearer.

Further understanding of the 
far right is clearly needed too 
and Tomorrow Belongs to Us 
has a very useful final chapter 
providing a guide to supple-
mentary reading.

MARJORIE MAYO

Timely analysis of the far-right menace, then and now
�QCURRENT AFFAIRS

T
HE DEATH of 
Ursula K Le Guin 
on January 22 
prompted elegiac 
tributes from 
critics, fellow 

authors and an assortment of 
activists — feminists, anar-
chists, socialists and environ-
mental campaigners.

The diversity of Le Guin’s 
appeal is extraordinary, but so 
too is the paradox at the heart 
of her reputation.

She was a writer celebrated 
for highlighting the iniquities, 
horrors and dangers of the way 
we live now and for exploring 
alternative forms of social and 
political organisation.

When the US National Book 
Foundation honoured her con-
tribution to literature in 2014, 
her award acceptance speech 
celebrated the positive poten-
tial of creative writing. “Hard 
times are coming when we’ll 
be wanting the voices of writers 
who can see through our fear-
stricken society and its obses-
sive technologies to other ways 
of being,” she said.

But Le Guin had firm views 
about the separateness of the 
creative process. In an interview 
a decade earlier, she declared: 
“[People] can read Kant and 
Schopenhauer if they want 
speculation. I am an artist, I 

write stories not treatises. I am 
not fully in control of, and do 
not seek control of, my stories.”

The loosely connected books 
of Le Guin’s Hainish Cycle have 
done most to establish her 
reputation as a writer of 
thoughtful and provocative sci-
ence fiction and fantasy. The 
Left Hand of Darkness, 1969, 
one of the earliest novels to be 
recognised as feminist science 
fiction, centres on a diplomatic 
mission to bring the Gethen 
planet system to join a coalition 
of humanoid worlds.

The envoy Genly Ai struggles 
to understand Gethenian cul-
ture, not least because its peo-
ple are ambisexual. Some 
feminist commentators dis-
liked the casting of ambisexual 
characters in traditional male 
roles and others were disap-
pointed by the assumption of 
heterosexual norms.

But the book offers a sharp 
critique of masculinity and 
explores the theory that gender 
divisions cause sexual aggres-
sion and foster a hunger for 
war.

Le Guin’s assertion that she 
“eliminated gender to find out 
what was left” is at odds with 
the idea that she relinquished 
control of her narratives because 
it implies she worked in a self-
consciously political way.

Another Hainish book, The 
Dispossessed of 1974, offers a 
searing critique of capitalism 
and proposes a form of anar-

chist-communism as a poten-
tial alternative.

The story is set on two 
worlds, Urras and Anarres. 

A radical provocateur for 
resistance and change
Andy Hedgecock evaluates the signi�cance of the 
late sci-� and fantasy writer URSULA K LE GUIN

Pic: Gorthian/Creative Commons

�Q OPINION

Urras is rich in resources but 
its wealth is concentrated into 
the hands of the few. It is dom-
inated by competing states, one 
based on patriarchal capital-
ism, the other on authoritarian 
parties that claim to rule in the 
name of the proletariat.

Anarres, on the other hand, 
is a harsher and economically 
poorer world with a social 
structure based on Russian 
anarchist Pyotr Kropotkin’s 
book Mutual Aid.

Le Guin, who expressed her 
enthusiasm for Kropotkin in her 
non-fiction writing, was too sub-
tle a writer to present a one-sided 
argument in The Dispossessed. 
The governmental systems of 
Urras are not portrayed as one-
dimensionally malevolent while 
the limitations of life on Anarres 
are presented warts and all.

The key character, Shevek, is 
a physicist whose career is lim-
ited because his beliefs are out 
of step with his society’s pre-
vailing orthodoxies. His work 
is further affected by an obliga-
tion to perform manual labour 
when Anarres faces a natural 
disaster.

None of the political options 
Le Guin sets out is perfect, 
hence the book’s subtitle An 
Ambiguous Utopia, but it is 
clear that she sees egalitarian 
and stateless societies, based on 
mutual aid and collective 
responsibility, as preferable to 
capitalist systems based on sys-
tems of command and control.

Le Guin’s writing is crammed 

with speculation about utopian-
ism, sex, sexual politics, 
anthropology, religion and the 
misuse of power. Interesting 
obsessions for a writer who sug-
gested readers should not look 
to her writing for speculation.

The Word for World is Forest 
(1976) is an allegorical take on 
the US involvement in Vietnam 
and its critique of colonialism, 
militarism and environmental 
destruction is more relevant 
than ever in the context of Don-
ald Trump’s presidency.

In The Telling (2000), Le Guin 
rejected a purely materialist 
analysis of human relations in 
favour of striking a balance 
between traditional spiritual 
wisdom and the benefits of 
technological development.

The Earthsea cycle, a classic 
of children’s literature, has 
much to say on the responsible 
use of power and, as far as I can 
remember, 1972’s The Wizard 
of Earthsea was the first book 
I read with a non-white lead 
character.

In her later years, perhaps 
inspired by creeping fascism in 
US politics and her fears for the 
environment, Le Guin reaf-
firmed the social responsibility 
of artists. “We live in capital-
ism. Its power seems inescap-
able. So did the divine right of 
kings,” she declared.

“Any human power can be 
resisted and changed by human 
beings. Resistance and change 
often begin in art and, very often 
in our art, the art of words.”

FIGHTBACK: 
A woman holds 
a placard at an 
anti-EDL 
protest in 
London in June
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Fighting Fund  

WHAT a rally we saw at the week-
end — we at the Morning Star 
offices extend our solidarity to 
everyone who marched to save 
our NHS and especially to those 
comrades who volunteered their 
time to distribute our paper.

No post at the weekend 
means we’ve no idea what may 
have been sent out way, but ral-
lies like Saturday’s are, like this 
Fund, another example of this 

paper’s unique relationship 
with its readers.

Thanks to kind assistance 
from the Unite trade union we 
could afford to hand out Morn-
ing Stars to marchers free of 
charge — but it’s only through 
you lot pitching up and pitching 
in that we can actually do it.

We have another reminder of 
the wonderful support we 
receive today as we mark the 

passing of Avtar Sadiq, whose 
funeral takes place in Leicester 
and who played a major role in 
that city’s annual fundraiser 
dinners for the paper. Each 
year’s event involves great speak-
ers and great food and it always 
raises thousands for the Fund. 

All of us who have ever 
attended those dinners will 
miss Avtar’s incisive contribu-
tions to the discussion as well 

as the dramatic opening of the 
evening collection when he 
placed his donation on the table 
as a challenge to others to 
match it. 

Star fundraisers are a great 
way to support us, hold a politi-
cal event and have a good time 
all in one. If there isn’t one in 
your area, why not talk to a few 
comrades and put one on? We’re 
always on hand for advice!

YOU’VE RAISED:

£2,818

23 
days left

WE NEED: 

£15,182

QUIZMASTER with William Sitwell

TODAY’S QUESTIONS

YESTERDAY’S ANSWERS

Solution tomorrow…

1. In which decade of the 20th century did 
the last naval forces leave Holy Loch in 
Scotland (pictured)?  The 1990s (1992)

2. Which bird is the logo of Crystal Palace 

Football Club?  An eagle (hence the club’s 
nickname, the Eagles)

3. If you bought La Repubblica in Italy, what 
would you be buying?  A newspaper

1 Which direction does the 
Mersey river � ow?

2 Where are you likely to � nd 
risers, half landings and 
newels? 

3 Which element is represented 
by the symbol I? 

DAILY SUDOKU (easy)

Hull’s Headscarf Heroes (9pm BBC4) 
is a must-watch. It tells the story 
of the courageous women who 
fought for safety in the fishing 
industry in response to the loss 
of three Hull trawlers — the St 
Romanus, the Kingston Peridot 
and the Ross Cleveland — that 
all went down in early 1968, 
with the loss of 58 men: only 
one crew member survived.

By the 1960s Hull was home 
to the greatest deep-sea fishery 
on the planet. 150 deep-sea 
trawlers were based at St 
Andrew’s Dock and every year 
they brought in up to a quarter 
of a million tons of fish — a quar-
ter of Britain’s catch. 

But Hull’s trawlermen were 
taking enormous risks: the best 
hunting grounds were 1,000 
miles away in the perilous Arc-
tic waters around Iceland. 

There was little regard for the 

men’s health and safety, making 
this by far the most dangerous 
job in Britain: it’s estimated 
that, since the mid-19th century, 
6,000 Hull men were lost at sea.

Driven by years of suffering 
and loss, a group of  headscarfed 
women — Lillian Bilocca, Chris-
tine Jensen, Mary Denness and 
Yvonne Blenkinsop — rose up to 
protest against the dangerous 
working conditions. 

Lillian Bilocca was a cod-
skinner. In this hour-long docu-
mentary her daughter Virginia 
remembers how she began a 
petition that was signed by 
almost everyone in Hessle Road, 
the heart of the city’s tight-knit 
fishing community.  It was fol-
lowed by mass meetings, a 
march on the trawler bosses’ 
offices and dramatic attempts 
to stop undermanned trawlers 
going to sea. 

After the women delivered 
their 10,000-signature petition 
to prime minister Harold Wil-
son, government ministers 
acceded to  the committee’s 
demands.

The women had led one of the 
biggest and most successful 
civil-action campaigns of the 
20th century and the safety 
measures enacted are believed 
to have saved the lives of thou-
sands. 

Lillian Bilocca, however, was 
sacked and blacklisted. She died 
in 1988, by which time Hull’s 
fishing had seen years of decline. 

We can be grateful to writers 
such as Maxine Peake — whose 
play The Last Testament of Lillian 
Bilocca was staged in November 
— and this documentary’s mak-
ers for keeping this  example of 
successful grassroots campaign-
ing in the public eye.

TV preview  with Pat Sweeney

Hull’s headscarf revolutionaries saved 
thousands of lives with their campaign

Weekend crossword 1,224

Yesterday’s sudoku

Previous solutions

TODAY NEXT FEW DAYS

Sleet and snow show-
ers will continue across 
parts of the east giving 
a light covering in the 
south-east by morning.  
Elsewhere dry with clear 
spells, with a hard frost 
developing.

Outbreaks of sleet and 
snow move south-east 
tomorrow. Wednesday 
cold and bright with 
wintry coastal showers. 
Rain, sleet and hill snow 
move south-east on 
Thursday, followed by 
blustery showers later.

Photo: Peter Church
/Creative Commons
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I agree with TUC LGBT+ com-
mittee trans member Debbie 
Hayton, quoted in the Morning 
Star (January 29).

Referring to the more than 
£20,000 raised during the Keep 
All-Women Shortlists Female 
crowdfunding campaign, Hay-

ton said: “Concerns over self-
identification are widespread. 
It would be foolish to write off 
the concerns of so many people 
as transphobic bigotry.”

Jeremy Corbyn, when asked 
about the crowdfunding cam-
paign, acknowledged that “peo-

ple are free to campaign within 
the party and free to raise these 
issues and have that discussion.”

Yet, as the Morning Star 
reported, the founder of the 
crowdfunding campaign has 
been suspended by Labour after 
her name appeared on a “Face-

book list of alleged transphobes.”
I disagree strongly with the 

crowdfunder’s idea of taking 
the Labour Party to court over 
this shortlist issue.

Even so, those who maintain 
the Facebook hit list of activists 
with concerns over self-identi-

fication — in spite of Corbyn’s 
insistence that such people 
should be free to campaign 
within the party — would not 
look out of place on the board 
of a blacklisting firm.

ALEX SMITH
Liverpool

Hit list of ‘transphobes’ recalls blacklisting of w orkers
�Q GENDER IDENTITY

HAVE YOUR SAY
Write (up to 300 words) to 

letters@peoples-press.com 

or by post: 52 Beachy Rd, 

London E3 2NS

�Q����������The Daily Worker reported on Feb-
ruary 5 1938 that 73-year-old 

Australian aborigine Anthony Martin 
Fernando had told a Clerkenwell 
magistrate: “Five million Asiatics were 
slaughtered in the Great War to 
defend this country, and yet a black 
man cannot walk along the streets of 
England.”

Fernando had previously been 
charged with throwing boiling water 
over a fellow lodger. After insisting 
that it had been an accident, he was 
given probation on condition that he 
stayed with a sympathetic farmer who 
offered a home and a job. But feeling 
unable to “impose on the kindness of 
his host,” he had returned to London 

and now received a 
three-month sentence 
for doing so.

“In my own 
country I was 
nominally made a 
British subject, but 
was in reality an 
object for contempt 
to any white man,” 
Fernando shouted in 
court. He had carried a 
banner of protest outside 
an imperial conference, but 
Winston Churchill had him moved on 
by a police officer. He travelled the 
globe to publicise the Aboriginal 
cause, working as a toy or jewellery 

maker. Becoming a stateless 
citizen after being rejected by 

the British Foreign Office, 
Italy’s new Fascist govern-
ment deported him to 
Britain in 1923. Soon, he 
became a permanent 
one-man picket outside 
Australia House.

In other parts of Europe, 
he had been able to earn his 

own living and had been 
properly treated: here he was 

unable to find work. He wore a coat 
to which were pinned scores of small, 
white, toy skeletons, with a placard 
stating: “‘This is all Australia has left 
of my people.”

You can read editions of the Daily Worker  (1930-45) and Morning Star (200 0-today), online at

Ten days’ access costs just £5.99  and a year is £72

mstar.link/DWMSarchive

80 YEARS AGO TODAY...
GRAHAM STEVENSON explores the Star’s online archives

British racism laid bare in court by an Australian aborigine

Bridge to Olympic Park 
would worsen pollution

�Q ENVIRONMENT

WE WERE shocked and horri-
fied to learn of the plan to build 
a road bridge over the Lee Nav-
igation from Fish Island into 
the Olympic Park at Vittoria 
Wharf, just down the road from 
the Morning Star offices.

This proposal threatens to 
bring pollution and noise from 
road traffic into one of the few 
areas of east London which 
remains peaceful and relatively 
unpolluted.

The only justification for 
constructing a bridge would be 
to connect public transport to 
planned housing in the Olym-
pic Park. If built, this bridge 
woud have to be closed to cars 
and lorries to prevent rat-run-
ning, which already blights the 
entire wider residential area. 

The “Public Transport Olym-
pics” has already allowed too 
much road traffic into the park. 
Pedestrian and cycle routes 
were poorly designed and are 
now regularly blocked.

One of the biggest issues cur-
rently facing the capital is the 
need to reduce toxic air pollu-
tion. How will building a new 
road bridge help with this?

The plan appears to come 
from the mayor of London’s 
London Legacy Development 
Corporation (LLDC), which has 
dubious democratic credentials. 
The members of that board 
must now regain some credibil-

ity for the organisation by 
reviewing and abandoning this 
scheme.

The LLDC says the bridge is 
a requirement of Balfour Beat-
ty’s Sweetwater development 
in the Olympic Park. In the 
midst of a housing crisis, this 
looks like a decision to help rich 

companies maximise their 
profits at the expense of the 99 
per cent.

The Olympic Park could have 
been an opportunity to pro-
mote environmentally friendly 
living without cars, but instead 
we are presented with a con-
tinuation of car-dominated 

planning — while the market-
ing spiel plays up its conces-
sions to cyclists and pedestri-
ans. No city development 
should revolve around the pri-
vate car.

RAY KING (72) and ELLIE 
KING (24)

London E9

GROUND ZERO: Land fenced o�  for development near the London Aquatics Centre in the Olympic Park

TWO editorials in just four 
days (M Star January 26 and 30) 
sandwiching a critical letter 
(M Star January 29).

Along with Jeremy Corbyn’s 
announcement in the Robert 
Peston interview these make 
it clear homes, rent and land-
lords are a key.

Under the headings “greedy” 
and “slum” landlords the Star 
correctly identifies the need 
for far more building and far 
more social housing, including 
council, along with rigorous 
regulation and the importance 
of tenants’ organisations. Can 
I add the need for enforce-
ment? Some landlords break 
the law and get away with it.

However, the figures used in 
the editorial show that most 
landlords do not fall within 
either of the above categories.

These people have no inter-
est in common with hedge 
funds, global corporations or 
tax havens but they do with a 
well-funded NHS, schools and 
care services, nationalised 
railways and utility companies 
brought to book, etc.

The leading role of the work-
ing class is a meaningless con-
cept unless it assumes the 
existence of other strata, like 
these, with whom alliances 
must be built. Difficult though 
this is, it is vital. I repeat: a 
broad brush doesn’t help.

PAUL LEFLEY
London N10

Most landlords are 
not greedy or crooked 
but potential allies

�Q HOUSING

JUST a word for Emily Thorn-
berry about agriculture.

Her claim that it was the 
Israeli pioneers who made the 
deserts bloom (M Star January 
18) was a little wide of the mark.

If she reads the latest archae-
ological research in New Scien-
tist (January 13) on “team build-
ing,” she will learn it was 
hunter-gatherers, emerging 
from the last ice age 11,000 
years ago, who built the fertile 
crescent in the Middle East and 
made the deserts bloom.

The period of building was 
completed about 8,000 years 
ago — there was no Israel and 
no Palestine at the time.

P ELLIS
Harrow

Blooming deserts 
are ancient history

�Q ISRAEL

IT WAS with a sense of trepida-
tion that I took delivery of 2,000 
copies of the new-look Morning 
Star ready for the People’s 
Assembly’s emergency rally for 
the NHS on Saturday morning. 
I have to say I am disappointed 
by your redesign.

The front page is supposed 
to be a window on the rest of 
the newspaper. Instead, a need-
lessly verbose headline extends 
more than half way down the 
page (rather than ending above 
the fold) and a jumble of words 
detracts from any intended 
impact of the message.

The masthead redesign is a 
missed opportunity. The paper’s 
title is lost in peripheral images 
and colours and is far too small 
to be prominent. For those who 
do not know the paper and do 
not possess close-vision reading 
glasses, the strapline “for peace 
and socialism” appears minus-
cule and all but illegible.

And why has the prominent 
red star been abolished? It is the 
paper’s logo after all, but now 
it no longer appears on the 
masthead.

All in all, it’s a No from me. 
Back to the drawing board, 
comrades.

ALEX GORDON
London WC1

Star’s new design 
is an opportunity 
gone to waste

�Q OUR PAPER

Single market helps 
businesses avoid tax

�QEUROPEAN UNION

ONE reason why the chief 
executives of transnational 
companies want us to stay in 
the EU single market is that it 
helps them to dodge tax.

The single market allows 
transnationals to engage in 
legal but aggressive cross-
border tax avoidance.

Firms exploit the EU’s free-
dom of establishment to trade 
within the single market out 
of those companies incorpo-
rated within the EU states with 
favourable tax regimes, such 
as Ireland, Luxembourg and 
the Netherlands.

They then steer their Brit-
ain-derived income away from 
this country, as the tax-deduct-
ible costs of a separate com-
pany, so that minimal tax is 
paid. Single market member-
ship facilitates this practice.

WILL PODMORE
London E12



morningstaronline.co.uk
  morningstaronline 

  @m_star_online14Morning Star 
Monday
February 5 2018 sport

�QMEN’S FOOTBALL: CHAMPIONSHIP 

New-look Forest 
team no match 
for full-on Fulham
Fulham 2-0 Notts Forest
by Kaleem Aftab
at Craven Cottage

FULHAM moved up to fifth in the 
Championship on a rainy after-
noon at Craven Cottage with two 
second-half goals that finally 
broke the resistance of a new-look 
Nottingham Forest side.

The home team took advan-
tage of Forest mistakes to 
secure their fifth league win 
on the bounce. Lucan Piazon 
opened the scoring when Costel 
Pantilimon could only parry 
Piazon’s shot into his own net.

It was a debut to forget for 
the deadline-day loan signing 
from Watford, one of three new 
faces for Forest.

Stefan Johansen wrapped up 
the win with a last-minute 
effort following a mistake from 
Joe Warrall, who had come clos-
est to scoring for the visitors 
when he headed against the 
post just after half-time.

Fulham manager Slavisa 
Jokanovic was pleased that his 
side were patient in waiting for 

their possession football to 
turn into goals.

“It’s positive and we knew it 
wasn’t going to be an easy game 
and in the end the team showed 
good quality and trust and 
spirit,” he said.

He also did not forget the 
contribution of goalkeeper Mar-
cus Bettinelli, who produced a 
wonderful save from Apostolos 
Vellios with five minutes left 
that kept his charges in the 
lead. “Right now, like the team, 
Marcus is in wonderful form.”

Forest manager Aitor Kara-
nka was pleased despite the 
loss. “It was a different attitude 
to our midweek loss against 
Preston and we created chances.

“And you have to remember 
that this side has not trained 
together. There were three 
debutants in the first XI and 
two on the bench.”

He also defended Pantilimon. 
“I’m sure when we talk about 
him at the end of the season I 
will be saying how much he has 
helped us. All players need con-
fidence and he needs to know 
how much I trust him.”

�QMEN’S RUGBY UNION: SIX NATIONS

SCOTS SMASHED ON VISIT 
TO CARDIFF BY SMARTER, 
STRONGER WELSH SIDE

a suitable riposte to those 
doubting his effectiveness in 
a brave new world of Welsh 
running rugby.

The key contest then became 
whether Wales could gain the 
bonus point and deny Scotland 
any score at all.

A flying dive for the line by 
winger Steff Evans duly saw 
the Welsh gain a highly sig-
nificant bonus point. In a tight 
Six Nations the unexpected 

bonus could well prove crucial 
at the end of the champion-
ship.

After all the pre-match con-
fidence about the potential of 
the Scots to be championship 
contenders, this was a real 
bump back to Earth for coach 
Gregor Townsend and his men.

Post-match, Townsend was 
brutally honest about the mis-
takes his side had made among 
the backs and his forwards.

W
ALES out-thought, 
outfought and 
ultimately out-
played Scotland 
on Saturday as 

they started their Six Nations 
campaign with a comprehen-
sive victory.

Coach Warren Gatland 
hailed the victory and the 
bonus point that was perhaps 
an unexpected side effect of 
the Scottish collapse.

“It was an afternoon I was 
expecting the way we’ve 
trained in the week. There was 
a quiet confidence in the 
squad.

“We expected to win and 
reasonably comfortably. The 
chief executive of the Welsh 
Rugby Union asked me yester-
day how I thought we’d go and 
I said I thought we’d win by 
20,” Gatland explained.

The talk in advance of this 
match was how well Scotland 
had played during the autumn 
internationals and whether 
this weekend they would chalk 
up a win in Cardiff for the first 
time in 16 years.

The Scots had opened like a 
train in the first five minutes 
and looked as though they 
would ignore their forward 
injury list by bypassing the 
traditional route of controlling 
possession and going through 

the phases by throwing the 
ball wide.

Jonny Gray almost made the 
try line after a stunning burst 
through the Welsh defence.

But then a loose pass from 
Ali Price in his own half was 
snaffled by his opposite 
number and Gareth Davies No 
9 was away and managed to 
make the score.

That opening try for the Scar-
lets No 9 capped a fine match 
for the scrum-half who looked 
assured and confident behind 
a dominant forward pack.

In a horrific opening 12 
minutes for the visitors, Leigh 
Halfpenny went over for his 
first try in five years for Wales. 

Halfpenny duly added the 
extras to put the home side up 
by 14 points and the Scots des-
perately chasing the game.

To add insult to injury for 
the hapless visitors, they con-
ceded two soft penalties after 
half-time and the match as a 
contest was effectively over, 
especially after Halfpenny col-
lected his second try of the 
afternoon.

That made it 24 points for 
the Scarlets full back and was 

Wales 34-7 Scotland
by David Nicholson
at the Millennium Stadium

�QMEN’S FOOTBALL: PREMIER LEAGUE

Gunners put their 
old magic on show
hat-trick, opening the scoring 
in six minutes.

A well-worked team goal com-
bined the best of old and new. 
Mesut Ozil, reinvigorated after 
signing a new contract last week, 
played the ball inside from the 
right to Aubameyang, who flicked 
the ball smartly with the outside 
of his heel to the on-running 
Mhkitarayan. He squared it to 
Ramsey to finish the move.

If the defenders were feeling 
left out, they didn’t have to wait 
long to get involved. It was 2-0 
before the quarter-hour mark. 
Shkodran Mustafi f licked a 
corner across goal towards fel-
low centre-back Laurent 
Koscielny, who scored with a 
diving header at the back post.

Ramsey bagged his second 
shortly after with a long-range 
effort. A deflection off Toffees 
defender Eliaquim Mangala 
proved decisive in wrong-foot-
ing keeper Jordan Pickford.

The Gunners continued to 
probe, at one point committing 
too many forward and allowing 
Oumar Niasse to play in Theo 
Walcott, making his return to 
Ashburton Grove since moving 
to Everton last month.

One-on-one with Arsenal 
goalkeeper Petr Cech, Walcott 
should have shot with his left, 
favouring instead to cut back 
on his right, allowing Mustafi 
time to recover and block.

Mhkitarayan and Aubam-
eyang rekindled their Dort-

mund partnership for Arsenal’s 
fourth. Replays showed the lat-
ter was a yard offside but, if it 
bothered him, he wasn’t show-
ing it, no doubt relishing his 
deft chip over Pickford.

The slower tempo after the 
restart allowed the visitors more 
freedom, eventually being 
rewarded by substitute Dominic 
Calvert-Lewin as he met Cuco 
Martina’s cross with a header past 
Cech just after the hour mark.

But any glimmer of an Ever-
ton comeback was put to bed 
10 minutes later. Mhikitarayan 
beat Calvert-Lewin to the ball, 
and for a second time picked 
out Ramsey in the middle, who 
slotted the ball home to com-
plete his hat-trick.

Arsenal 5-1 Everton
by Harry Corton
at Ashburton Grove

ARSENAL forged ahead with an 
eye on Champions League qual-
ification with an impressive 5-1 
victory over Everton on Satur-
day, with four of their goals 
coming in the first half.

Both of Arsene Wenger’s two 
big January signings made an 
immediate impression.

Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang, 
signed for £56 million, delighted 
the home crowd with a debut 
goal and Henrikh Mkhitarayan 
chipped in with three assists in 
his first start.

“It was pure enjoyment,” said 
Wenger afterwards. “My only 
regret was that it doesn’t last 
for 90 minutes.

“The two players integrated 
well into our game. They have 
similar qualities to what our 
game is about. They looked like 
they had played with us forever.”

That was just half the story, 
with Gunners stalwart Aaron 
Ramsey netting a career-first 

�QMEN’S RUGBY UNION: SIX NATIONS

SIX NATIONS bosses have 
announced a review into “a 
number of incidents” relat-
ing to head injuries in Ire-
land’s 15-13 win over France 
in Paris on Saturday.

France half-backs Matthieu 
Jalibert and Antoine Dupont 
both suffered knee injuriesz 
but were also sent for head 
checks.

France boss Jacques Brunel 
insisted this was ordered by 
the independent doctor at 
the Stade de France match.

Replacement scrum-half 
Dupont’s departure allowed 
starting No 9 Maxime 
Machenaud to return to the 
field.

Former Ireland skipper 
Brian O’Driscoll was among 
those who questioned the 
fairness of the decisions.

O’Driscoll called it a 
“disgrace,” suggesting that 
it was a tactical decision to 
give France a boost.

Speaking to reporters 
after the match, France 
boss Brunel insisted Les 
Bleus had no control over 
either Dupont or Jalibert 
being removed for head 
injury checks.

“They were collisions, but 
the head injury protocol 
was decided by the inde-
pendent doctor. It wasn’t 
our decision,” he said.

Rugby chiefs to probe 
France head injuries
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WELSH PREMIER: The New 
Saints still enjoy a 12-point 
lead despite being held to a 
2-2 draw at Cefn Druids.

Bangor moved second on 
goal difference after easing 
past Cardiff Met 3-0, with 
Connah’s Quay third 
following their 1-1 draw 
with Bala. 

Carmarthen beat 
Prestatyn 3-1 in the bottom 
of the table clash, while 
Barry’s new signing 
Jonathan Hood scored in 
their 3-1 victory over 
Aberystwyth and Newtown 
edged out Llandudno 4-3.

TNS hold on at top 
following 2-2 draw

SCOTTISH PREMIERSHIP: 
Celtic lost 1-0 at Kilmar-
nock, only their second 
league defeat of the sea-
son, and saw their lead cut 
to 8 points after Aberdeen 
swept aside Hamilton 3-0.

Hibs won 2-1 at Ibrox to 
end Rangers’ recent good 
run of form. Hearts beat St 
Johnstone 1-0 and Mother-
well drew 1-1 with Partick.

Bottom Ross County 
won their first game in 14 
with a 4-1 romp at Dundee.

Kilmarnock defeat 
runaway Celtic

FA TROPHY: Only three teams 
are definitely through to the 
quarters, with five drawn 
games needing replays.

Brackley shocked 
high-flying Sutton 3-1, 
Leyton Orient turned the 
form book on its head to win 
4-3 at Dover and Wealdstone 
beat Warrington 2-1.

East Thurrock drew 1-1 
at Spennymoor, Maidstone 
and Gateshead ended 2-2 
and Bromley were held 
1-1 at Workington.

Billericay earned a 
2-2 draw at Harrogate 
and Maidenhead drew 
1-1 with Stockport.

Shocks amid wave 
of Trophy draws

�QNORTHERN IRELAND: IRISH CUP ROUND-UP

CHAMPIONSHIP side 
Loughall pulled off the shock 
of the day in the Irish Cup, 
coming from behind to nab a 
2-1 injury-time win over Ards, 
who had three men sent off 
in the second half. They meet 
Glenavon, who beat Dungan-
non 3-0, in the quarters.

Fellow Championship 
side Larne thrashed 
Dundela 6-1 and were 
drawn away at Ballymena, 
who beat Ballinamallard on 
penalties after a 2-2 draw.

Linfield pipped Newry 1-0 
for an all-Belfast clash with 
Cliftonville, whose 4-1 win 

over Crusaders included a 
Joe Gormley hat-trick.

Curtis Allen went one 
better and scored all the 
goals in Glentoran’s 4-0 win 
at Ballyclare Comrades and 
they now face Coleraine, 
who overcame Institute 4-0.

JAMIE J

Coleraine pull o�  shock against 8-man Ards

�QMEN’S FOOTBALL: PREMIER LEAGUE 

Solid Burnley 
nab deserved 
draw against 
leaders City
Burnley 1-1 Manchester City
by James Nalton
at Turf Moor

MANCHESTER CITY dropped 
points for just the fourth time 
this season when Johann Berg 
Gudmundsson’s expertly taken 
half-volley earned Burnley a 
draw on Saturday.

Danilo’s long-range effort in 
the first half had given the 
visitors the lead, but they failed 
to capitalise on their periods 
of familiar dominance, with 
Raheem Sterling missing a 
great chance to double the lead 
from a few yards out.

The Burnley players drew on 
the increasing noise and opti-
mism from the stands at Turf 
Moor as the score remained at 
1-0 and eventually nabbed the 
equaliser when substitute Mat-
thew Lowton pinged a perfect 
ball for Gudmundsson who was 
charging to the far post.

“I thought we grew into the 
game,” said Burnley manager 
Sean Dyche.

“Their kid makes an unbeliev-
able save and then they have an 
unbelievable miss and that kind 
of changed the feeling. The sta-
dium erupted and everyone came 
with us, everyone went with the 
feeling of the stadium. It was a 
fantastic goal, an abso-
lutely fantastic goal.”

City goalkeeper 
Ederson had saved well 
from an Aaron Lennon 
effort but couldn’t do any-
thing to stop the Icelander’s 
well-timed strike even though 
he did get a hand on it.

Dyche had some interesting 
words of praise for the opposi-
tion goalkeeper after the game, 
and compared him to one of the 
game’s greats.

“He’s the calmest keeper I’ve 
seen, it’s like having Ronald 
Koeman in goal. He just gets it 
and spins it around the pitch, 
all over the pitch, and I think 
that adds to their game plan 
massively.

“He diffuses the game, they 
give it back to him, he’s nice 
and calm, he’ll clip one into 
midfield or wide. I think that’s 
a massive weapon for them this 
season in the style that they 
play. But not only that, he made 
a fantastic save from Lennon.”

Manchester City manager 
Pep Guardiola believed his 
team played well against dif-
ficult opposition despite wast-
ing several chances, and praised 
Burnley’s resolve.

“I give credit to the way we 
defended because it’s not easy 
with long balls. You cannot 
press, they put it in the chan-
nels, throw-ins, free kicks, and 
corners. T hey are masters of 
that, they are so, so good.

“We didn’t win and we are 
sad, but, if you judge the result, 
be complimentary to Burnley 
because what they do they do 
really, really 
well.”

HAVE YOUR SAY letters@peoples-press.com 
52 Beachy Rd, London E3 2NSWrite (up to 300 words) to...

�QMEN’S FOOTBALL: PREMIER LEAGUE 

United ‘sorted for strikers’ – 
but teamwork is needed
Man Utd 2-0 Hudders� eld
by Simon Williams
at Old Tra� ord

JOSE MOURINHO has said that 
he does not expect Manchester 
United to sign any more attack-
ing players this summer.

Alexis Sanchez completed his 
move to Old Trafford from Arse-
nal during the January transfer 
window, with Henrikh Mkhi-
taryan going in the opposite 
direction.

Following the arrival of the 
29-year-old Chilean, who scored 
his first goal for the Red Devils 
in their 2-0 home win against 
Huddersfield Town on Saturday, 
it seems that Mourinho is now 
happy with the attacking options 

available to him and may be look-
ing to strengthen in other areas 
when the window reopens on 
June 9, even if he loses Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic to MLS side LA Gal-
axy in the coming weeks.

“The objective is that now, 
apart from Zlatan, we have only 
one No 9,” said the Portuguese.

“And by having only one No 
9 we now have more No 9s. We 
have Alexis, we have Lukaku, 
we have [Anthony] Martial, we 
have [Marcus] Rashford. 

“Rashford can play on the 
left and on the right, Alexis is 
exactly the same. All of them, 
apart from Lukaku, can also 
play from behind and as the 
second striker.

“It’s bad for the press because 
you like to have things to write 

and you seem to speculate, 
especially in the summer. 

“But I don’t want attacking 
players so don’t speak about 
attacking players that are com-
ing to the club because nobody 
is coming here. We have [Juan] 
Mata, Lukaku, Rashford, Mar-
tial and Alexis. I don’t want 
attacking players.”

And with United 13 points 
behind local rivals Manchester 
City in the race for the title, 
Mourinho will be using the 
remainder of this season to 
work on the chemistry between 
his players on the pitch.

“We have to improve not in 
the quality of the players, we 
have to improve in the dynamic 
of the team and in the effi-
ciency.”

“It was across the board in 
attack and defence and in the 
set piece that we did not per-
form well.

“We lost the ball in contact, 
we made defensive errors and 
did not win the ball at the lin-
eout.

“Our away record is pretty 
poor and we need to learn how 
to deal with it and find solu-
tions before we go to Dublin 
and Rome,” Townsend said.

In contrast, Gatland was 
brimming with confidence. 
“We can improve again for 
next week,” the coach said.

Wales are up and running 
and will have gained confi-
dence and momentum from 
hammering the Scots.

Expect verbal fireworks as 
Gatland and England’s Eddie 
Jones trade barbed quips in an 
attempt to gain a psychologi-
cal advantage.

But the big question is 
whether Wales can play like 
this when they face a forward 
pack that will actually be com-
petitive.

The unpredictability of the 
Six Nations is why this is the 
world’s pre-eminent rugby 
tournament outside the World 
Cup. It’s game on and Welsh 
fans will travel to Twickenham 
with a spring in their step and 
hope in their hearts.

MAKING UP FOR 
LOST TIME: 
Leigh Halfpenny 
scores the third 
try for Wales

SHOWSTOPPER: 
Burnley goalkeeper 
Nick Pope 
celebrates Johann 
Berg Gudmundsson’s 
goal
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Premier League
Arsenal 5 1 Everton
Bournemouth 2 1 Stoke City
Brighton 3 1 West Ham Utd
Burnley 1 1 Manchester City
Leicester City 1 1 Swansea City
Man Utd 2 0 Hudders�eld Town
West Brom 2 3 Southampton
Crystal Palace 1 1 Newcastle
Liverpool 2 2 Tottenham

Championship
Aston Villa 3 2 Burton Albion
Derby Co 3 0 Brentford
Fulham 2 0 Notts Forest
Leeds Utd 1 4 Cardi� City
Norwich City 1 0 Middlesbrough
Preston NE 2 1 Hull City
QPR 1 0 Barnsley
Reading 0 2 Millwall
She� Weds 1 3 Birmingham City
Sunderland 0 2 Ipswich Town
Wolves 3 0 She�eld Utd

League One
Bristol R 1 2 Shrewsbury T
Bury 1 1 Blackpool
Charlton Ath 2 3 Oxford Utd
Fleetwood T 2 3 Scunthorpe Utd
Northampton T 0 1 Rochdale
Oldham Ath 2 1 Bradford City
Peterboro’ Utd 0 1 Southend Utd
Plymouth A 2 0 Blackburn R
Portsmouth 2 2 Doncaster R
Rother’m Utd 2 0 AFC Wimbledon
Walsall 1 0 Milton Keynes
Wigan Athletic 2 0 Gillingham

League Two
Acc Stanley 3 2 Stevenage
Chester�eld 1 2 Crawley Town
Colchester Utd 2 0 Newport Co
Forest Green R 2 1 Coventry City
Grimsby T 1 1 Cheltenham T
Lincoln City 2 2 Swindon Town
Luton Town 1 0 Exeter City
Mans�eld Town 3 1 Barnet
Notts Co 4 1 Crewe Alexandra
Port Vale 0 0 Morecambe
Wycombe W 4 3 Carlisle Utd
Yeovil Town 2 0 Cambridge Utd

Scottish Premiership
Aberdeen 3 0 Hamilton Ac
Dundee 1 4 Ross Co
Hearts 1 0 St Johnstone
Kilmarnock 1 0 Celtic
Motherwell 1 1 Partick Thistle
Rangers 1 2 Hibernian

Scottish Champs’
Falkirk 1 3 Livingston
Morton 2 1 Dunfermline Athletic
St Mirren 2 0 Queen ot South

Scottish League One
Arbroath 1 0 Albion Rovers
Ayr Utd 1 2 Alloa Athletic
Forfar Athletic 0 1 Airdrieonians
Queen’s Park 1 3 Raith Rovers
Stranraer 0 2 East Fife

Scottish League Two
Annan Athletic 1 1 Cowdenbeath
Clyde 3 2 Edinburgh City
Peterhead 0 1 Montrose
Stenhousemuir 4 0 Berwick R
Stirling Albion 3 1 Elgin City

Welsh Premier
Bangor City 3 0 Cardi� Met
Barry Town 3 1 Aberystwyth T
Carmarthen T 3 1 Prestatyn T
Llandudno A 3 4 Newtown AFC

WEEKEND RESULTS

BURAUQ
Wolverhampton 4:45 (nap)

REAL WARRIOR
Southwell 2:00

Farringdon’s Doubles

KEEL HAUL
Southwell 2:30

Houseman’s Choice

TODAY’S TIPS

�QMEN’S FOOTBALL: PREMIER LEAGUE 

Toon hold Eagles at home 
in game of two halves
Crystal Palace 1-1 Newcastle
by Maamun Hajmahmoud
at Selhurst Park

MO DIAME and Luka Milivojevic 
scored either side of the interval 
at Selhurst Park to earn a point 
for their respective teams.

Chelsea loanee Kenedy was 
the star of the first half as the 
new recruit made it two assists 
in two games for the visitors.

The opener came as the Brazil-
ian’s underhit corner somehow 
found its way to Diame at the 
back post, who duly poked the 
ball in to give his side the lead. 

Moments later, Palace stop-
per Wayne Hennessey was on 

hand to produce a double save 
to keep out Kenedy and Ayoze 
Perez, much to the home faith-
ful’s relief as a 2-0 lead at half-
time might have been too much 
for the Eagles to overcome.

Roy Hodgson alluded to this in 
his post-match press conference, 
saying: “At half-time I would have 
been happy with a point.

“But at the end of it, I was 
pretty frustrated we didn’t get 
the second. We were almost 
camped in their half. In the 
end, I am a little bit disap-
pointed that we didn’t score 
more than one goal.”

Both managers pointed out 
the difference in Wilfried 
Zaha’s level of performance.

“He came alive in the second 
half, but so did others. The mid-
fielders and the full-backs got 
forward and we asked a lot of 
questions of Newcastle,” said 
Hodgson.

His counterpart Rafa Benitez 
noted that Zaha’s change of posi-
tion gave DeAndre Yedlin more 
to think about as the latter had 
coped well with the Palace for-
ward’s pace initially.

“He was playing as a striker 
in the first half and after they 
put him as a winger,” Benitez 
said.

“We had him under control 
with the balls behind, but, 
when he has the ball at his feet, 
he made the difference.”

Milivojevic squeezed his pen-
alty past an impressive Karl 
Darlow after Ciaran Clark was 
caught pulling Christian Ben-
teke’s shirt in the area. 

The Serbian’s spot kick was 
enough to ensure his side’s 
share of the spoils, which puts 
them 14th in the table.

CHANGED POSITION, CHANGED 
MAN: Crystal Palace’s Wilfried Zaha

�QMEN’S RUGBY UNION: SIX NATIONS

ENGLAND GIVE ITALY 
THUMPING IN ROME
England 46-15 Italy
by Our Sports Desk

ENGLAND’S quest for an unprec-
edented hat-trick of Six Nations 
titles was launched by a 46-15 
victory over Italy yesterday that 
produced a late flurry of tries.

The champions exploded out 
of the blocks by crossing twice 
through Anthony Watson 
inside the opening 10 minutes, 
but the overwhelming win 
their early onslaught appeared 
to signpost only materialised 
in the closing stages.

In the end Italy’s whitewash 
was breached seven times in the 
bonus-point visit to the Stadio 
Olimpico, but England were made 
to work by a team that had nine 
starters with 10 caps or fewer.

Eddie Jones had urged his 
players to set the tone for their 
campaign by putting the 
Azzurri to the sword and they 
responded, but there will be 
plenty to pick apart, not least 
the way they were exposed out 
wide when leaking two tries.

The victory came at a cost 
too, as Ben Youngs was forced 
off in the ninth minute with 
what appeared to be a serious 
knee injury inflicted when the 
joint buckled awkwardly dur-
ing a tackle.

The Leicester captain screamed 
in pain and was driven from the 

pitch by the medical cart, ena-
bling Danny Care to make his 
77th Test appearance and equal 
Matt Dawson’s record as Eng-
land’s most capped scrum-half.

Youngs’s distress points to a 
significant lay-off and, having 
relied on just two players in the 
position for virtually his entire 

reign, Jones will finally have to 
summon a third option.

From the moment Watson 
ran in the opening try after 172 
seconds, a 24th victory over 
Italy looked assured.

George Ford was the ring-
master, springing into action 
after Ben Te’o made a strong 

carry with a wrap-around move 
and slick handling sending 
Watson over.

The Bath wing’s second took 
more finishing, but he was able 
to touch down with an out-
stretched arm after Jonny May 
had made the initial break in 
midfield.

Tommaso Benvenuti ran on 
to a long pass by Tommaso Allan 
to interrupt the flow of Eng-
land’s tries with a superb score 
but a gap appeared in midfield 
soon after and Farrell shaped to 
pass before accelerating over.

Time and again the Azzurri 
had to scramble furiously to 
keep the visitors at bay, but they 
were also asking questions of 
their own when in the 22 as they 
sought to mark lock Alessandro 
Zanni’s 100th cap by recording 
a first win in the fixture.

For all their inexperience, 
Italy were generating plenty of 
possession and at times they 
attacked at pace only to be met 
with a wall of white shirts.

They were error-prone, how-
ever, and their line-out defence 
disintegrated in the 52nd 
minute to allow Sam Simmonds 
to pierce through the middle 
and sprint over.

Italy’s ongoing endeavour 
was rewarded when Mattia Bel-
lini touched down in the left 
corner after England were 
exposed out wide for a second 
time, but any hope of causing 
an upset expired when Farrell 
sent Ford over.

The home side were falling 
apart in the face of their oppo-
nents’ superior conditioning, 
enabling Simmonds and Jack 
Nowell to help themselves to 
late tries.

Red Rose eye third title but inexperienced Azzurri show up side’s �aws

RINGMASTER: 
George Ford 
scores England’s 
�fth try


